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Gathered by God's
ove in Chns’c —

We love one another
and share that love with

our neighbors.

Happy Easter everyone! Alleluia! He is
Risen! He is Risen Indeed!

You might find it strange that I am "8
still wishing you a Happy Easter when "
Easter Sunday was celebrated two
weeks ago. But Easter isn’t just one day
a year. Christians celebrate Easter for &
fifty days — a week of weeks. In fact,
every Sunday of the year is a “little
Easter celebration”. (FYI - That is why ¥
we don’t have to fast on Sundays during |
Lent.)

But why such a long Easter season?
Perhaps, you are like disciples and
question, “Did Jesus really defeat the
power of death? How could he have
been dead one minute and be raised
by God the next?” The mystery is hard to believe not
only for us, who don’t physically see the risen Lord,
but also for his first followers who did encounter him
immediately after his death.

This is the reason for Easter being fifty days. During
that time, John will provide us sign after sign to
celebrate Jesus” messianic victory over death. We will
hear about Jesus appearing to his disciples behind
locked doors, then he will invite Thomas to touch his
wounds. Again, he will appear to his disciples by the
sea where they were first called and share a meal of
fish from the campfire, proving that he is not a ghost.

Beginning with the fourth Sunday of Easter, the
lectionary takes us back before the crucifixion and
resurrection so that we can remember what Jesus told
his disciples about his mission and ministry. We are
like the women at the tomb and the disciples who, after
seeing him, were told to remember what Jesus had told
them before his death as proof that he was/is who he
said he was/is.

The lectionary first lays out Jesus’ identity. John tells
of Jesus making the remarkable claim that he and the
Father are one. And those who understand this are his
sheep, and He is our Shepherd.

The fifth Sunday of Easter reminds us of the Last
Supper and that one of them would betray him. And
it happened as Jesus predicted. Despite this betrayal,
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Jesus” deep complicated love and
forgiveness, which led to his death on
y a cross, will be the distinctive mark of
Jesus” community.

The sixth Sunday of Easter reminds us

Father after his resurrection, but that his
~a ' disciples (us) should not fear because
yhe would send an Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, to comfort and counsel us about
| what we are to do.

The seventh and final Sunday in
Easter Jesus prays for his disciples and
for us that we will be united together in
an intimate relationship with God and
to share in God’s mission. And that
mission will be to proclaim the word
that will bring others into this same unity.

The whole Easter season of fifty days is designed
to remind us that Jesus is who he claims to be, and
through his death and resurrection, we belong to him.
John writes about the signs Jesus performed to remind
us that Jesus and God are one and that just like Jesus
was raised, so are we raised. We are resurrected by
his forgiveness and love for a specific mission — to
witness to God’s grace, mercy, and love for others.

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

John finishes his gospel with this:

“This is the disciple who is testifying to these
things and has written them, and we know that
his testimony is true. But there are also many
other things that Jesus did; if every one of them
were written down, I sup}gose that the world
itself could not contain the books that would be
written.” (John 21:24-25)

As we come together during this Easter season, let
us feast on the mystery of Christ and his resurrection.
Come to worship and be reminded of who Jesus is and
how he shows us God’s true identity. Then, let Jesus
stir us into action in sharing the good news with others
so that they can come to believe in God and God’s
goodness. This world desperately needs to hear some
good news. See you on Sunday.

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!
Your Sister in Christ,

Pastor Debbie
LETTER FROM THE COUNCIL
PRESIDENT
Happy May!

This is a big month for Grace. We have many decisions
to make. I pray that GOD will speak to our hearts and
we will follow where he leads.

Beth
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FIBER ARTS

Hello Fellow Crafters,

Our next Fiber Arts Get together is Sunday, May
18 from 2 - 5:00 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church. If
the weather is pleasant, we can sit outside on the
front lawn to craft. We will decide what we want to
do over the summer months as we talk during our
meetings.

Here is a photo from our last April 13 gathering
at Franklin Social Club. We had a good turnout.
Anyone who is interested in crafting or learning is
welcome to join us.

Hope to see all of you very
soon.

Have a Safe and Blessed
Day!

Sharon Hont
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” Pastoral Acts

* Additional Worship Services: Ash Wednesday
and Wednesday night Lenten suppers and worship,
shared with St. John's UCC
*5 Visits
* Synod Assembly Conference Meeting (3/9)
* Premarital Wedding planning meetings:
Hession/Gould
Nase/Gross
* Attended Bishop’s update of the Church Webcast
* Funerals: Robert Paul (3/13), John Bradl (JoAnn
Barefoot’s Partner) (3/21)
* April 12 Erma Grim passed away. A service was
officiated by Pastor Debbie at the church on April 16.
She is laid to rest in Red Lion Cemetery. Erma was a
regular contributor to The Beacon and even though she
is not here to supervise, she has made it possible for
us to continue hearing positive messages that inspired
her all of her life.

REMEMBERING THOSE SPECIAL
WOMEN ON MOTHER'S DAY

We are again doing our Mother’s Day booklets. There
are forms in the Welcome Center for you contribute
names to the booklet we will
publish for Mother’s Day. Each
name is $1.00 and can be an * W
honoring or memorial of those J& \-,
speical women in your life. -
Please return the money and
forms by May 4. Amy Hartman ?.Ia
will be in the welcome center to I'1/&
collect everything. Please give
everything directly to her.

May 4th May 4th May 4th May 4th May 4th

We will be having a COMBINED
service at 9:30 a.m. followed by a
Congregational meeting at 10:45 a.m.

We are discussing important decisions
we have to make about our future.
Please attend and share your voice.



CHURCH

Publisher’s Note: The Council minutes
are editted for space. Ask a Council
member if you want to know more.

March 9~ 2025 Final Minutes

Beth presented to Council resignation of Veronica
Carter effective 3-9-2025. Witnessed by Carolyn
Shepperd.

Comments from members attending the meeting:

1. Deb Hoover explained why she came to Grace
Lutheran and why she does not want it to give it up.
She said she found a family here and told us her story.

2. Matt feels there needs to be a major change in
attitude in the Church, facts are facts is not working.
He expanded his thoughts on this. He stated changes
need to be made so we can exist.

3. Renata was disappointed in the Piano vote. Gave
her brief history with churches. She feels people are
forgetting the mission of the Church. Gave her thoughts
on the Church and family.

4. Anonymous building
Church status and piano.

response-thoughts on

5. Beth attended a workshop about Pastoral
resources, group of congregations that already merged
in Lower Susquehanna Synod. Shared with us relevant
data. Information presented on Covenant guidelines.
Handouts provided and discussed. Explored closure
and Holy closure.

Reports:

Pastor: 2-2 Conference assembly with Kristine, 2-3
Prepare for Lenten services with Pastor Curry from St
John UCC, 2-3 Marion Warner's Funeral, 2-15 Sharon
Spahr Funeral. 3 Hospital visits, 7 Home visits. Covered
for Teryl while she was out for her mother's funeral.

Treasurer: Balance sheet, agenda, CHB 'sub-funds'
shared with all and discussed.

Kristine shared what funds they are looking at
using from the Finance Committee. Beth is reaching
out to Richard/Joe Jacobs about the Jacobs fund. Dee/
Leif are reaching out to Sam Laucks about the Laucks
fund. Tom to email out to everyone on the Council the
progress spreadsheet that is current.

Motion made to allow Dee to calculate 2024
expenditures that we can pull from CHB Sub funds
recommended by Finance Committee. Motion
approved.

Social: 3-19 hosting Lenten social with pizza and
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New?

salad. Volunteers to provide dessert. 4-2 Hosting
Lenten social with soups, breads, volunteers to provide
desserts. Yard sale only outside vendors. 6-28 Outdoor
movie. 6-22 Red Lion-Felton Band. 8-2 Block party.
Discussed Bingo, would need small game of chance
license.

Mission and Discipleship: Handout provided to all
with all upcoming events, fundraisers and campaigns.

Music and Worship: Tom interviewed Praise Leader.
She puts in about 204 hours/year. She works on
licenses, special events and weekly music.

Parish Ed: Next meeting is March 25. Events: April
27 Mother’s Day craft/flower seeds. Memorial day
event in May, June Father’s day with rootbeer floats
and gift of flashlights.

Property: New chair rack donated by St Thomas.
Dee gave boiler update and what was recently done.
Received certified letter from Johnson Control for
fire alarm. Do we need this? Inspected yearly, can
we reduce costs? Kristine reviewed the handout on
"Building Plan Questionnaire.”

Food Pantry: Boxes packed and ready for March
distribution. Temperatures checked routinely.

Graceful Threads: Discussed footage needed if we
would have to move (2000 feet.)

Human Resources: Amy was elected to this
committee.

New Business:
1. Transportation from Bethany Church: No interest
at this time.
2.Bingo: Kristine will contact person whois interested
in holding it here.
3. Next Congregational Meeting May 4 Tom to speak
at services before meeting the importance of
everyone attending.

Old Business:
1.Eldercare tabled for now per Beth.
2 Kristine worked on contract letters for parking
permits. This will be given to current permit holders.
3.Auditors-looking into recommendations.



WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

This month, Beth Hollingsworth will
be showing her collection of tea cups and
saucers. Here is what she says about her
collection:

~ Thelove of fine china and tea gatherings

has been passed down for generations in
my family. I wanted to share with all of
you, some of the items that brought my
family joy in serving others a hearty,
healthy tea meal.

The Larkin Company (under the Japanese fine china
trade) imported beautiful patterns of bone china. One of
the companies was Noritake. My Great Grandmother
Nina GRACE Stauffer Rebuck chose to sell Noritake
from her home to earn “pin” money. She did quite
well. She also chose the Azalea Pattern as her wedding
Chir11fa. You can see the tea set and bridge set on the top
shelf.

My grandmother, Fanny Rebuck Miller Myers
gifted all her granddaughters tea cups and saucers
as Christmas presents to continue the tea tradition.
We brought our cups and saucers to her house for tea
ﬁatherings. Afterwards we had the CE)rivilege of helping

er clean out her china closets and washing all those
1Erecious dishes that we would one day inherit from

er and my mother. Those gifts from my grandmother
are on the second shelf.

Those gifts from my grandmother started a hobby
of collecting tea cups and saucers. Not just to look at,
but also to use during daily teatime, every afternoon
at 2:00 p.m. These are on the third shelf. My favorites
are from the Shelley Company in England. The tea
set and four daisy sets are the dainty style in various
pastel shades. The cup and saucer in the corner is from
the art deco time period and was the favorite style of
Queen Anne.

Speaking of Queens of England, we come to the
bottom shelf. Queensware by Wedgewood of England
is my personal fine china. I have both the lavender
grape clusters on white
and the white grape S i it

clusters on lavender.

If you are in my s T
neighborhood at tea g = e T
time, please stop in and s e A .

-

we will have a calming ™
cuppa. -Beth

DISCOVERY AND CONNECTION
SCHEDULE

Discovery and Connecting sessions are
meeting from 10 - 10:30 a.m. Everyone
' is invited to share in the lessons that
are presented. For our Discovery and
Connection Adult sessions we are using,
What Wondrous Love Holy Week in
Word and Art: Holy Week and Easter DVD series.

- | t-".:"m-tt:’.

May 4 Congregational Meeting No Discovery &
Connection

May 11 Mother’s Day Photo Booth

May 18 Betrayal DVD series

May 25 Memorial Day Ceremony

We have three groups for our children. One group is
for children from Pre-K-2nd Grade. The second grou
is for 3rd-5th graders. Our third group is for 6th—9tﬁ
graders

Please bring a picture for our Father’s Day Video.
They are due by June 1.

ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS

As many of you know, Erma passed away last
month. However, Erma made provisions for her
monthly article to live on and celebrate her love of
inspirational messages from God and Jesus. When her
sight began to fail, she donated a number of her books
to The Beacon as material. She was a very sweet lady
and will be sorely missed. As you read this monthly
feature, dear reader, picture her smiling face in church
every Sunday.

This monthly column is inspired by Erma Grim. She has a
life-long interest in Christian inspirational messages, and has a
large collection from various sources. Currently, The Beacon is
working through a book owned by Erma entitled: Between-Time
Meditations by Samuel F. Page and published by The Bethany
Press, St. Louis, MO in 1954.

Test for Serenity

To walk when others are running,
To whisper when others are shouting,
To sleep when others are restless,
To smile when others are angry,
To work when others are loa ing,
To pause when others are hurrying,
To0 pray when others are doubting,
7o think when others are in

Wb Bo Receive Ghe Bedceon
ElectBronicdlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We'll take care of the rest.

confusion,

To face turmoil yet feel composure,
To know inner calm in spite of
everything -

This is the test ojﬂ serenity.

a




ANNOUNCEMENTS

MOTHER’S DAY BOOKLETS

There are forms in the welcome
center for you to fill out for our
annual Mother's day booklets again
this year. Each name is $1.00. It can be
in honor or in memory of a woman in
your life that is special to you. Please
return the money and the form by
May 4, directly to Amy Hartman. Do not put it in the
collection plate or in the office. Amy will be in the
Welcome Center after the first service and before &
after the second service for your registration.

GRACEFUL WOMEN MEETING

Graceful Women will meet at 7:00 p.m. on May 1 to
share some stories of our moms and celebrate Mother’s
Day.

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE & CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING FIRST SUNDAY OF MAY
A congregational meeting will be held on Sunday,
May 4 at 10:45 a.m. following a joint worship session at
9:30 a.m. This meeting is very important. Please try to
attend. It is an informational meeting to review options
for our church, such as:
*Merging and/or acquiring other congregations
*The potential to list the building for sale outright or
with the option to lease back
eFurther in-depth conversation on our financial
picture

SPRING CLEAN UP

Grace will be participating in the community clean-
up day on May 17 from 9:00 a.m. - noon. We are
making a sign-up sheet for volunteers to register with
a choice between inside or outside chores. Ellen keeps
us on track with our bi-annual tidying of our property.
It’s Spring cleaning time, hope you can pitch in!

S50y, 1049 1l

Poztal Workers

BOOK CLUB

This month, the book club is
reading The God of the Woods
by Liz Moore. Goodreads.com
» has this to say about the book:

Early morning, August 1975: a
camp counselor discovers an empty bunk. Its occupant,
Barbara Van Laar, has gone missing. Barbara isn’t just
any thirteen-year-old: she’s the daughter of the family
that owns the summer camp and employs most of the
region’s residents. And this isn’t the first time a Van
Laar child has disappeared. Barbara’s older brother
similarly vanished fourteen years ago, never to be
found.

As a panicked search begins, a thrilling drama
unfolds. Chasing down the layered secrets o?the Van
Laar family and the blue-collar community working
in its shadow, Moore’s multi-threaded story invites
readers into a rich and gripping dynasty of secrets and
second chances. It is Liz Moore’s most ambitious and
wide-reaching novel yet.

Our monthly meetings are on the third
Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. Anyone
who loves to read fiction is welcome to join ¥
us. We are a registered book club with the g&
York County Library System and as such, ¢
we get all of our books for free on loan. If E&° Si&
you are interested in joining us, see Geri
Jacobs or Jen Rudolf for a copy.

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, %)ublicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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LUTHERAN CAMPING

Kirchenwald Work Day. May
3 from 8:30 am. — 4:.00 p.m. at
Kirchenwald. Contact Mark Russell
at: mrussell@lutherancamping.org
for more information.

Blessing of the Soil and the Seeds.
May 3 at 9:00 a.m. at the Whittel
Farm. Our annual blessing includes 1Erayers readings,
and song. Afterward, we plant together!

Tuesday Morning Work Day. May 6 at 9:00 a.m, at
Nawakwa. Help spruce up Nawakwa the first Tuesday
of each month. Work is anything from maintaining our
trails to hanging pictures/plaques.

Lutheran Camping Night with the Harrisbur
Senators. May 9 at 7:00 p.m at FNB Field. The
Lutheran Camping Corporation and the Harrisburg
Senators invite your church family to a night of fun
and fellowship at FNB Field for our annual Lutheran
Camping Night!

Summer Camig Opening. May 18 3:30 — 6:00 p.m.
at Nawakwa. Help celebrate the opening of the 5025
Summer Camping Season with worship, fellowship,
and fabulous oof
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'; Each month The Beacon reports who is

sponsormg the flowers in the Sanctuary.
May’s flowers:
04 - In memory of parents Martin
& Lena Ericson & George Heckel

e

e & &

. & sister Annette Heckel Miller by
e Leif & Peggy
11 - In memory of Mr & Mrs H
Norman Fishel by their children &
: grandchildren
_ 18 - In memory of Jacob & Mary 0
' Valentine & David Thompson by
Regina
25 -In memory of all the loved ones
o of the Golden & Spangler
® Families by Pat Golden & family
.~ June’s flowers:
01- In memory of Bernice Jacobs by
the Jacobs family
. - Dawn, we think about flou & miss
0] you every day. You will always be
in our hearts. Wanda & Diana
& 08 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by
the family
15 - In memory of Sallie & Ammon
Kinard by the Grim family
»  22-This week is available to sponsor
c 29 — This week is available to sponsor
*If you would like to sponsor flowers in honor
or memory of a loved one, contact the office or
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Weay Celebrations

‘ E Birthdays

02 - Kayde Dellinger-Herman
02 - David Dennish

02 - Joe Jacobs

04 - Heather Hannigan
05 - Jo Ann Barefoot

05 - Ethen Shaffer

08 - Jared Bucher

09 - Eric Grim

12 - Carl Bowles

16 - Doris Golden

16 - Connie Little

17 - Veronica Carter

17 - Judy Dellinger

19 - Lin Rotz

20 - Robert Fishel

20 - Diane Thompson
23 - Hayden Yendall
26 - Timothy Rudolf
26 - Zachariah Turner

Weﬁ/ﬁﬁnﬂ Anniversaries T

03 — Paul & Carol Vigna - ‘T
06 - Robert & Hazel gHammers Wiae i *4 -
10 - James & Sharon Bucher } F =
11 - Jeffrey & Holly Barker

18 - Kevin & Kendra Shaffer
22 — Mark & Andrea Stanley
24 - Robert & Wendy Miller
29 - Keith & Nancy McCleary

*We strive to keep these lists accurate. Please help
us by calling the office to remove or add names.

“Thank you

)

Th!e%Be%@"brought to you by;:
w o e ,
Chris ]acobs, Editor/Stafl*Writer:

Ienmferﬁ{udolfilfayout/ Staﬁ Writer.
- D¢
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