
If prayer had feet, where would it go?  It’s a funny question, I 

know, but if you are wondering what I mean, just look down. 

Prayer is the lifeblood of the Church.  Prayer at its essence is 

communion with God. Prayer is our natural environment, the 

waters we were meant to swim in.  Prayer is how the story of 

scripture begins, in a garden of communion. Prayer is how the 

story ends, with creation restored.  The incarnation of Jesus is 

prayer. God opens that conversation by saying, “Here, I Am.”   

In October, Tegan and I gathered with over one-thousand 

other leaders and pray-ers in San Francisco for the 24-7 Prayer USA (www.24-7prayerusa.com) 

annual gathering. It was a time for Christians from across our nation to rally around this great 

gift that we’ve been given, the gift of prayer.  At the end of the three-day gathering, we were 

invited to step into a new year of shared prayer ministry.  A year of “incarnated prayer.”  Prayer 

that has feet.  Prayer that isn’t restricted to the physical structure of a church but prayer that 

goes out into the neighborhoods.  Prayer that steps into places of pain.  Prayer that brings 

the substance of the kingdom of God into the real, tangible, spaces of our world.  Prayer 

unleashed.  Prayer freely offered.  

It is no wonder that Jesus was so enraged when He found the temple in Jerusalem being 

used in a corrupt manner.  As He drove out the moneychangers, He cited the prophet Isaiah 

saying, “My house will be called a house of prayer.”  The temple was a tangible expression of 

the reality that God’s deepest longing has always been to dwell among His people.  Through 

faith in Christ, we are now the temple, temples with feet, bringing the intersection of heaven 

and earth wherever we go.   

This year, as you walk about your neighborhoods, your workplaces, your community, I 

exhort you to weave prayer into those moments.  Where there is pain, pray.  Where there 

is confusion, pray.  Where there is anger, bigotry, violence, pray.  May His kingdom come 

through you and me as we put feet on our prayers this year. 

 – Pastor Todd 
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Join us in the Meetinghouse for our Easter Services 
on Sunday, April 20th!

*Easter Breakfast will be served at 7:30 AM 
in Keith Jones Hall

All evening services 
will be held at 6:30 PM 

in the Meetinghouse

Ash Wednesday, March 5th
Wednesday, March 12th
*healing prayer service

Wednesday, March 19th
Wednesday, March 26th
Wednesday, April 2nd
Wednesday, April 9th

  All Holy Week Services will 
be held in the Meetinghouse

Maundy Thursday, 6:30 PM

Good Friday, 2:00 PM

Midweek
Lenten Services

Holy Week Services

Easter Sunday Message
All Things New

Sunrise Service - 6:30 AM
Contemporary Service - 9:00 AM, Traditional Service - 10:30 AM

Revelation 21: 1-7



STEEPLE PROJECT

Project Restore was a great success.  Our goal of raising $28,800 to cover the cost of 5 restoration projects was surpassed, enabling us to add 

a 6th repair to the project list.  Most of the exterior work has been completed, and as the  weather allows, the final touches will be made.  The 

most visible restoration was to the parking-lot-facing side of the Morgan House Garage, where new windows and door were fabricated and 

installed, along with new clapboard siding and wood trim.  A new window over the rear door to the Morgan House was fabricated and installed, 

and the rotted siding around it was replaced.  Rotted soffit and facia on the Marsh Street Connector were replaced, as was the rotted facia near 

the Main Street door to the Fellowship area.  A new window was installed in the connector area to replace one where the glass had failed.  The 

6th repair was to the gutter area on the rear of the main Connector, sealing the area between the gutter and roof, preventing water leakage into 

the Connector.  Thank you, church family, for supporting this work, and stay tuned as your Campus Stewardship Committee works to continue 

updating and enhancing our buildings and campus in the new year.  If you are interested in joining hands with your CSC, please reach out to Don 

Montanari at donmontanari@cox.net for information on how you might become a part of this important ministry.

On December 1, 2024, during our Combined Service, five new members 

joined our Church! It was a beautiful day as we celebrated the growth 

of our church family.

Daniel Britschock, Susan Rosenthal, Sally Keating, Caroline Urena-Tirado 

and Jr. Urena-Tirado (Listed from Left to Right)

As a casual visitor walking along Main Street in Old Wethersfield, one can’t pass the First Church of Christ and not notice it’s striking brick facade 

and the towering ornate steeple. The steeple, built in 1761, stands at an impressive height of nearly 170 feet, with brick work representative of 

16th and 17th century construction methods displaying diamond patterning in the “Old English Bond” style. Above the brick tower is a delightful 

wooden balustrade level painted bright white and topped with a spire and a weather vane. One of the few remaining churches of its era, First 

Church is quite unique.

Maintaining this wonderfully historical structure presents many challenges which the newly organized steeple committee will address with 

conviction over the next few years. Yes, it’s true it will be a lengthy project. Why? Because even 

though the steeple looks in relatively good condition for its age, there are some underlying 

problems which need to be remedied. The most obvious being the wooden areas needing painting 

and areas of rot that need to be replaced. There are internal elements that require attention as well. 

As an example, the main bell is no longer used due to the poor condition of the beams supporting 

it. Also, several support posts and beams of the tower are in poor condition due to insect damage. 

These issues should be addressed without delay.

It’s important to note that the base structure is made of brick that was produced and fired here in 

Wethersfield. Perhaps our forefathers felt that bricks were more durable and the extra cost involved 

was justified (a rather unusual construction material for the time.) The bricks, however, are soft in 

comparison to today’s and, therefore, need special attention. It’s interesting that bricks expand and 

contract, so because of this, a special mortar is required to match this movement when repainting 

is done. Also, as water freezes and melts, the brick can only move in one direction - out, so the 

exposed front may cleave off, which is the case here.

PROJECT RESTORE

Celebration of New Members



CHILDREN’S UPCOMING EVENTS

Join us for an Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 19th from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM on the 

Church Lawn. We will begin with Easter activities, followed by a search for colorful eggs hidden 

throughout the church grounds. Registration will become available in March!  Please register 

through our website, www.firstchurch.org/events so we know how many kids to expect! This event 

will be held rain or shine! We hope to see you there!

We are looking forward to our next Vacation Bible Camp, which will run every morning from July 

21st to July 25th. The theme this year is True North: Trusting in Jesus in a Wild World! With the 

focus on The Gospel of Matthew & the Alaskan Wilderness, we aim to grow in faith and enjoy some 

Alaskan- style adventures.  This wonderful summer event includes daily non-stop fun, with children 

moving from station to station, guided by loving leaders, visiting the Imagination Station, Glacier 

Games, Sticky Scripture, and Wild Bible Adventures & Tundra Treats. The kids will also have a mission 

project to participate in during the week. There are many ways to become involved in bringing this 

community outreach to life. Registration for Volunteers & Campers will begin on April 1st. Invite 

your neighbors, friends, and family for a week of fun! To register as a participant or as a volunteer, 

please visit the church website, www.firstchurch.org/events. Please email children@firstchurch.org 

for questions. Find out how you can bring the love of Jesus to our wider community this summer.

Vacation Bible Camp 2025!!!

Christmas Pageant
Our Children’s Ministry kicked off the Christmas season with the return of our beloved 

Christmas Pageant on December 8th. A reception followed in the Wells Area where we 

delighted in each other’s company while enjoying homemade Christmas cookies. It 

was a wonderful time and we look forward to doing it all again next year! Thank you 

to all the volunteers who dedicated their time to helping make this possible, and of 

course, the families who committed themselves to being a part of it!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES RECAP

Easter Egg Hunt

I am excited to share with you the new logo design for First Church of Christ.  

Thank you to our Communications Specialist, Marie Fabian, for leading 

the team that worked toward its completion.  As First Church is rebuilding, 

this seemed like an opportune moment to consider the imagery we use to 

engage both internally and externally.  The process began with an extensive 

interview with the marketing agency that was selected. They sought to 

understand who we are as a congregation and our direction as we move 

into the future.  Three points stand out from that interview.  First, we are 

a congregation that values our history as well as our future.  Second, we 

are a congregation that is deeply rooted in the community of Wethersfield with a heart for our neighbors to hear the Good News 

of Jesus Christ.  Third, we wanted a logo that would be iconic and memorable, a graphic that could be translated into a variety of 

applications.  What better image than our beloved steeple to stand as a symbol of Jesus’ light shining through us? I am excited to 

share this piece of the larger work God is doing in our midst as we are reorienting ourselves for a hope-filled future. 

-	 Pastor Todd   

New Logo
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STAFF LISTING
Kerry Alleyne.............................................Custodian
Josh Arcata...............Director of Youth Ministries
Eddie Cruz..................................................Custodian
Marilyn Danielson.............. Executive Assistant to 

Senior Pastor
Mike Davis.................................. Property Manager
Marie  Fabian..................................Communications
Diane Galloway..........................Director of Caring 

& Women’s Ministries
Megan Ettlinger...................Director of Children’s 

Ministries
Rob Lundy..........................Director of Technology 

& Production Services
Sean McCarthy............................Director of Music
Phoebe Ostergren............Preschool Coordinator
Lisa Roncaioli.......................Director of Preschool
Nathan Scalise.................................Contemporary 

Worship Leader
Todd Willard........................................Senior Pastor

Sunday Worship Times
First Sunday of the Month–combined 
service at 10:00 AM with communion 

 in the Meetinghouse.

All other Sundays:
Traditional Service: 9:00 AM 

in the Meetinghouse

Contemporary Service: 10:30 AM 
in Keith Jones Hall

Both services are LIVE on our Youtube 
Channel at First Church Wethersfield.

www.facebook.com/FirstChurchPage
Instagram.com/First_Church_Wethersfield/
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Entered Eternal Life

Barbara Plante, November, 24, 2024
Warren Viele, December 1, 2024
Al Lecrenier, December 5, 2024
Rosa Jara, January 16, 2025
Jey Rice, January 23, 2025
Steve Cormier, January 30, 2025

www.firstchurch.org
Email: info@firstchurch.org

The Spire online: firstchurch.org/spire

FIRST NOW-If you would like to receive 
our weekly email First Church Now, email 
marief@firstchurch.org.
GIVING-Any questions related to giving 
to First Church may be directed to the First 
Church office during regular operating 
hours. Giving options are also available 
through our website www.firstchurch.org.

First Church of Christ
IN HISTORIC WETHERSFIELD

CONGREGATIONAL

860.529.1575  |  Fax: 860.721.7861
250 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109

PALM SUNDAY CONCERT - SAVE THE DATE!

 BAPTISMS
 Malcolm David Whitehead, Nov. 24, 2024
 Liam James Lucas, Dec. 22, 2024
 Madelyn Gene Lucas, Dec. 22, 2024

BOOK OF LIFE

Plan to join us on Sunday, April 13th at 4:00 PM 

when the First Church Choir presents a Palm Sunday 

Concert as part of our 2024-2025 Meetinghouse 

Concert Series. The concert will feature the music of 

Alice Parker (1925-2023), including her Melodious 

Accord cantata based on hymn tunes and texts 

found in the 1832 shape-note hymnal titled Genuine 
Church Music. Soloists include Michelle Fiertek, 

soprano, Abby White, mezzo-soprano, Anne Graczyk, 

alto, Alexander O’Neil, tenor, and Constantine 

Tsourakis, baritone. The concert will be accompanied 

by brass quintet, harp, organ, and percussion, all 

under the direction of Sean McCarthy. The audience 

will be invited to join with the choir, brass, and 

organ in singing thrilling arrangements of some of 

our most beloved hymns. The concert is free with a 

donation accepted at intermission.

A new semester of Mastering Motherhood 

has begun! All mamas are welcome to join 

us each Thursday from 9:15 AM to 11:30 AM 

in Keith Jones Hall for a time of fellowship 

as we enjoy a much-needed break from 

the busyness of motherhood. We provide 

free childcare, scrumptious meals, gift 

giveaways, amazing speakers, engaging 

table talk discussions, and small book groups. The book groups are comprised of different 

parenting and women-related book studies, ranging from managing anger, marriage, toddlers 

or teens, discipline, technology, empty-nesting, self-improvement, and so many more for your 

choosing. To register for our Spring Semester, visit www.masteringmotherhood.com.  We hope 

you will join us!

Mastering Motherhood


