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It's Happening at Grace

=1 rom the Pastors [ Desk:

walking in faith together for a whole
year?! On June 1, I celebrated a
whole year serving at Grace as your
pastor. In some ways it feels like I
just began my time with you all at
Grace yesterday. In other ways, I feel *
comfortably settled as if I've been
here for years. Either way, it's a good &
place to be in. There are so many
moments that I cherish as I think back
on where the past year has gone (it has flown by!). At the
same time, I am filled with excitement and awe at where
God is leading us into the future. So, I offer for your reading
enjoyment my “Top Ten” list of God’s exciting faithfulness,
both in our past year together and as the Holy Spirit leads
us into the unknown.

Top Five God-moments of our Past Year Together

5. Christmas Eve Worship 2017. I absolutely loved our
Christmas Eve worship services here at Grace. It was such a
blessing to have so many people offer up their gifts, whether
it be our youth reading and leading the Christmas program
or the many people who shared their musical talents. In
a time where even Christmas Eve worship services can
turn into just “something you do” that we go through the
motions for, I was blown away by the energy and life that
this service brought forth as we celebrated the Incarnation
(God-becoming-human) and God’s promise to enter into
our world now and in the future.

4. CrosstGenerational Sunday School. I have been so
proud to share with colleagues and people throughout our
Lower Susquehanna Synod that Grace was up for trying
something new through creating and re-creating our monthly
Cross+Generational Sunday School class. We gathered all the
ages together to learn about a story through acting, artistic
expression, small and large group discussions, and prayer.
It was a great reminder that each person, no matter their age
or ability, has something to contribute in our faith life.

3. Food Pantry. “Feed my sheep”, Jesus says in the gospel
of John (21:17). The Holy Spirit has continued to move
Grace outward in serving our Red Lion neighbors to ensure
that we are being what Jesus calls his church to be: sinful
people saved by God’s grace who use their freedom in
Christ to share God'’s love with others. One of the things that
impresses me the most with this extraordinary ministry is
the variety of generations that participate in packing boxes,
setting up the sanctuary, and Distribution Day. I hope that
each of you also see the impact that this ministry has not only
on the individual lives of those we serve but in the whole of
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Red Lion-- making a dent in our local
food insecurity problems and giving
families the opportunity to move
forward and out of a debilitating
cycle of poverty.

2. All the baptisms! There is nothing
I love more that celebrating God’s
promises to us in baptism, whether
it be in remembering our baptisms
through the sprinkling of water,
marking that wet cross on our forehead, or supporting folks
in our church family as they publicly affirm their baptism
in the rite of Confirmation. But to be able to celebrate
together the Sacrament of Baptism itself is one of our biggest
blessings-- and we have been blessed abundantly this past
year! Eight baptisms, both of infants and adults, have set free
our sisters and brothers in Christ and reminded us of God’s
boundless grace. I pray fervently that we continue to see the
Holy Spirit lead more people to affirm the unearned love
and forgiveness of God in their lives and that we continue to
be blessed just as much in our future together!

1. Seeing how God expands our ideas and brings us to
places we couldn’t even imagine. A healthy and successful
church does not depend on your pastor, it depends on the
entire congregation together being the Body of Christ. While
there are certainly areas that each of us is called to take
leadership in and attend to, every person in this congregation
is tasked with participating in the ways they are gifted by
the Spirit to contribute to the ministry. That's what church
membership is all about: being committed to the mission of
God in a particular congregation with all that you are (gifts
and shortcomings alike) and all that you have (time, energy,
and resources--money and property, alike). I have enjoyed
the collaboration that is already in place and the ways that

(continued on page 3)
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Pastoral Acts

Pastor Courtney along with Grace
disciples Tom Smith and Cora Sue Herbst
attended the Lower Susquehanna Synod
Assembly on May 31-June 1. There were
many topics of conversation, but the
predominant theme was ending hunger

in our synod territory-- part of God’s mission that
Grace Lutheran already participates in!

Tom Clark (son-in-law of the late George and Judy
Alwood) was commended to God’s eternal care on
Friday, June 22 in a service of Christian Burial at Grace
Lutheran Church. The service began at 12:00 p.m. and
was followed by the graveside burial at Pleasant View
Church of the Brethren Cemetery in Red Lion.

Pastor Courtney joined six of our youth and three
adult leaders in travelling to Houston, Texas for the
ELCA’s National Youth Gathering held on June 27-July
1. Our group joined over 30,000 other youth and youth
leaders from throughout the country to worship, learn,
and serve together. The National Youth Gathering is
open to teens in grades 9-12 and happens every three
years (so for our middle schoolers-- prepare for 2021!)

The Yard sale
netted over $1000
dollars. Way to
go!

LOOKING FOR A WAY TO SERVE?

We cannot worship without volunteers. WE NEED
YOU NOW! There are plenty of duties for all types of
talents. Please consider helping out. Here are just a
few of the needed tasks:

Acolytes needed — please see the sign-up sheet in the
Welcome Center to volunteer.

Greeters needed - please see Andy Sprenkle or Pastor
Courtney to volunteer.

Summer Sunday School — choose a week (or two) to
lead Sunday School (lessons and materials provided)

Spirit Cellar Breakfast sponsor- sign up on the dry
erase board downstairs to provide the breakfast for the
service. Bakers are welcome!

CHURCH@ ;D COUNCIL

This month’s Council meeting N e
began (by request) with a camp
song by Cora Sue. Pastor reported that she is
still working on a child safety policy and updating
clearance for volunteers.

Our Treasurer introduced a recommendation by
the Finance Committee that we close our Statement
Savings account (which earns nearly no interest) and
move those funds into our Sweep Account which earns
current money market rate returns. Council approved.

We discussed applying for a “Church” credit card.
Pastor Courtney will be the primary user and Jack
Warntz and Jocelyn Evans will be secondary users.
Appropriate limits were agreed upon. Action was also
taken to enter into the minutes a form to be signed by
Pastor Courtney in order to receive a bequest from a
former church member. Budget request deadline has
been extended to July 10 and Finance Committee is
looking into additional on-line giving options.

Parish Education reported a Summer Sunday School
program has been developed and has begun.

Finally, Council approved Connie Walters to fill the
recent vacancy on the Council. Thank you Connie!

25 JUNE
1\ ood Pantry D]IESTngUTION

Our ]une distributionwentwell withaslowand steady
flow of clients who came for food and “shopping.”
Unfortunately, we did not receive enough health care
products to enable us to provide health care boxes for
the clients. As part of Summer Sunday School, however,
the children and their parents will be packing these
boxes as we teach the children about caring for others.
In order to accomplish this, we will need to increase
the donations of these products: shampoo, body wash,
laundry detergent and dish detergent. If you happen
to go by the Dollar Store, stop in and pick one or two
things for the summer Sunday school work detail in
August. Thanks to all who support the Food Pantry
through monetary and time donations. We can’t do
this without you! Our next box packing will occur
on August 18 and 25 at 8:30 a.m. Sanctuary set-up is
scheduled for Sunday, September 9 beginning at noon.
Please mark your calendar now so that you will be able
to come to help with this important outreach ministry.
As we see our volunteer population dwindle, we begin
to wonder just how long Grace Lutheran can support
the Food Pantry.



PASTOR

CO
(continued from page 1) :

i\

new folks have stepped up to
share their gifts this past year.
It has made us stronger. Not
only because we have more
people involved but because
each of these people has ideas
and visions and the Holy Spirit
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working through them to help : the members shou
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our congregation grow into the
future that God has planned for
us. And in doing so, the ideas
that one person may start out
with has flourished like a small seed that grows into a huge
plant, with many branches bearing much, faithful fruit.

Top Five Most Anticipated Future God-Moments

5. National Youth Gathering. At the time of me writing
this, ten of your brothers and sisters from Grace Lutheran
are preparing to head down to Houston, Texas, for five days
of worshipping, learning, serving, laughing, and probably
a lot of sweating, at the ELCA’s triennial National Youth
Gathering. This churchwide event gathers over 30,000 youth
and their leaders from throughout our country to focus on
what God has done, where God is at work now, and what
God has promised for our future. While my husband Ben
has been to a few Gatherings, this will be my first and I am
so excited to see how the Holy Spirit touches each of our
youth through their experience!

4. Vacation Bible School. I cannot wait for Vacation Bible
School! This year our theme is “God’s Amazing Barnyard!”
and will include lessons, crafts, and games about how
God loves us and all of God’s creation (even messy pigs)!
We are underway in registering kids and volunteers, both
of which you can do by visiting www.gracelutheran.com/
vbs2018. I am excited not only about our programming but
how the Holy Spirit led our planning team to include a free
kid-friendly meal for VBS participants and their families at
the very beginning (5:30-6:00p.m.) each night of VBS. In a
community that faces a lot of food insecurity, and for parents
who are so busy that feeding everyone before sending them
off to VBS is a rush, I think this will be a huge blessing to our
families. And if you wish you were still young enough to go
to VBS, you don’t have to miss out on the fun! We will have
a joint worship service on Sunday, August 5, where we will
hear from our VBS kids the lessons and music they learned
in the past week. Then we'll gather for a potluck and a time
of games, face-painting, crafts, and more!

3. Financial Wellness Community Classes. One thing that
I have encountered in stewarding the money we gather
for community financial assistance through the Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund is that dealing with money can be a
huge stress, and unfortunately we don’t always get the tools
we need to be financially responsible through our school
or family education. That's when the Holy Spirit hit me
upside the head and said: “But wait! There are plenty of
people at Grace who can provide financial guidance. And
thus, our Financial Wellness Community Classes were born.
I am so excited for Grace to begin offering monthly classes
this August where congregation members and folks in our 3
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community can gather to learn about
Money Basics 101 (things like planning
and sticking to a budget, checking
and savings accounts, and saving for
the future) and Financial Education
(saving for college costs, retirement,
and how to not outlive your resources).
You can learn more about these classes
by talking with Joe Turek and sign up
in the church office. I'm eager to see
how this program goes and where God
might lead us in providing even more
community classes in the future.

’

; but that
anothe[ﬁé .

2. Alice Ann. This is the most personal of the things I
am looking forward to, but it is also something that very
much involves all of Grace Lutheran! I am excited (and a
little “deer-in-headlights” at the same time) for the birth of
Ben’s and my daughter Alice in October, and I am in awe of
the support and love that you have already shown our little
girl-- and she isn’t even born yet! I know that God will be
working through our Grace Lutheran family to help Alice
learn and grow in her faith. After all, it takes a village!

1. Seeing folks step up and serve in different ways. God has
given each of us so much to offer, and I have seen many of
these gifts take root in our church community over the past
year. At the same time, I know the Holy Spirit has plenty in
store for our future as well and I am excited to learn how
God may be calling you to serve through the ministries (old
and new) here at Grace. As the Apostle Paul says in his first
letter to the Corinthians:

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all
the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it
is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body —Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all
made to drink of one Spirit.

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of
many. If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do
not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a
part of the body. And if the ear would say, “Because I am not
an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make
it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an
eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were
hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he
chose. If all were a single member, where would the body
be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The
eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor
again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker
are indispensable, and those members of the body that we
think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our
less respectable members are treate§ with greater respect;
whereas our more respectable members do not need this.
But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor
to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension
within the body, but the members may have the same care
for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together
with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually
members of it.
(1 Corinthians 12:12-27)



Ged's Amazing Barnyard!

Vacation Bible Scheo| at Grace Lutheran Church (Red Lion, PA)

\Tu|y 30 - Auguer 3 S:BO-Spm

(w/ dinner for VBS participants & family)

Have you wondered why we celebrate
the 4th of July, or how it came about?
John Adams believed that July 2 was the
correct day on which to celebrate the
birth of American Independence. and
would reportedly turn down invitations
} to appear at July 4th events in protest.
Adams and Thomas Jefferson both died
on July 4, 1826 - the 50th Anniversary
of the adoption of the Declaration of
Independence.

FREE
CONCERT
by the

JULY 15, 2018

1250 PM
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

220 N. CHARLES ST.
RED LION, PENNSYLVANIA

Augqust S Show n' Tell Worship 10am

(w/ lunch, games, facepainting, and mere!)

iﬁ st :
1(717) 244

Wt Go Receive Ghe Bedeon
ElectBronicdlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We'll take care of the rest.

Financial Wellness

Community Classes
at Grace Lutheran Church, Red Lion, PA

Money Basics 101: Aug. 15@ 6 pm
Topics may include making and keeping a
budget, checking and saving accounts

Financial Education: Aug. 29 @ 6 pm

' Topics may include planning for college, saving
' for retirement, managing health care costs

® “childcare available for participants during the program*

LV
oo . .
& Please register by Aug. 1 by calling (717) 244-5987




’3( BOOK CLUB

This month, we are
I reading The Help by
Kathryn Stockett.
Goodreads.com has this to
say about the book:

“Beprepared tomeet three
unforgettable women:

Twenty-two-year-old Skeeter has just returned
home after graduating from Ole Miss. She may have
a degree, but it is 1962, Mississippi, and her mother
will not be happy till Skeeter has a ring on her finger.
Skeeter would normally find solace with her beloved
maid Constantine, the woman who raised her, but
Constantine has disappeared and no one will tell
Skeeter where she has gone.

Aibileen is a black maid, a wise, regal woman raising
her seventeenth white child. Something has shifted
inside her after the loss of her own son, who died while
his bosses looked the other way. She is devoted to the
little girl she looks after, though she knows both their
hearts may be broken.

Minny, Aibileen’s best friend, is short, fat, and
perhaps the sassiest woman in Mississippi. She can
cook like nobody’s business, but she can’t mind her
tongue, so she’s lost yet another job. Minny finally
finds a position working for someone too new to town
to know her reputation. But her new boss has secrets
of her own.

Seemingly as different from one another as can be,
these women will nonetheless come together for a
clandestine project that will put them all at risk. And
why? Because they are suffocating within the lines that
define their town and their times. And sometimes lines
are made to be crossed.

In pitch-perfect voices, Kathryn Stockett creates three
extraordinary women whose determination to start a
movement of their own forever changes a town, and the
way women — mothers, daughters, caregivers, friends
— view one another. A deeply moving novel filled
with poignancy, humor, and ps=ms ‘
hope, The Help is a timeless |
and universal story about
the lines we abide by, and |
the ones we don't.”

If you would like to join us
our July meeting is July 19
at 6:30 p.m. in the Welcome | =
Center. We meet every third |ig
Thursday. If you would S §
like a copy of the book, see SRS
Geri Jacobs. Snacks will be% " i
supplied by Jen Rudolf this " g A
month. 1S TO

GRACEFUL WOMEN

Our next meeting is
Thursday, July 5. We will
have a picnic at Nancy
Golden’s  home. Meet
at the church to carpool
due to limited parking.
Please bring: A-G salads,
H-P vegetables, and R-Z
desserts. Our theme for July
is Purse Pickins’.

SI1ZZIIN' SUMMER SUNDAY
SCHOOL

We are having a fun time at the Sizzlin” Summer
Sunday School between services. Families are invited
to share in the fun. Here is what is happening in July:

July 1 - “Independence Day”

July 8 - Games and Puzzles

July 22 - International Missions Sunday

July 29 - You are God'’s Priest (Ephod CRAFT)

>
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> A
Sunday School

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.




STEWARDSHIP OF OUR LEISURE TIME

I commend enjoyment, for there
is nothing better for people under
the sun than to eat, and drink, and
enjoy themselves, for this will go s
with them in their toil through the
days of life that God gives them
under the sun. -Ecclesiastes 8:15

Busy-ness keeps us from living b
with joy and peace in today’s 24/7 88
world, but Scripture reminds us
that this is hardly new. Ecclesiastes was written some
2,500 years ago! Ecclesiastes does not give license for
mindless pleasure-seeking, but rather affirms that our
hard work should be balanced with time for relaxation
and enjoyment with friends and family.

Saints and mystics have long touted the need for rest
and renewal. In the monastic tradition it’s referred to
as otium sanctum — Holy Leisure. Not just wasting
our free time but using it for renewal. As stewards/
disciples, we aim to use our leisure time wisely. Here
are some ideas:

Keep the Sabbath: God actually commands us to
stop working one day per week, as Exodus 20:8-11
makes clear. It’s one of the Top Ten! Though we are
prohibited from working on the Sabbath, there is no
prohibition against leisure. (Why else would God give
us a day off?)

Plan your vacation: Even if you're taking a simple
STAYcation, plan your time for maximum rest and
enjoyment. Visit local museums or historic places.
Take day trips to local parks, mountains or waterways.

Invite friends or family over. Select
books to read, movies to stream and
games to play.

Manage your schedule: Are you
a slave to your appointment book,
driven by other people’s priorities?
Put yourself first — scheduling in time
for leisure. Even if it’s just 30 minutes
here and there, make — and take —
time for yourself!

Find an activity you like: What do you do just for
you? Exercise? Read? Scrapbook? Play an instrument?
Walk? Fish? Discover — or REdiscover — what brings
you joy, then make time to do it.

Socialize: Friends and family make life enjoyable.
Spend time with them. Ideas: a hike, a picnic, a meal
on your deck, drinks under the stars, a game of cards
or a board game.

Invest, don’t waste, time: Many activities pass the time
but don’t give back much in renewal or refreshment.
Choose activities wisely.

God expects us to work, but not work ourselves to
death. Sabbath and leisure time provide means for us
to find balance in our life, as well as friendship, love,
renewal and purpose.

-Rob Blezard.Copyri%ht © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted
by ﬁermission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the bishop
of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for
www.stewardshipoflife.org
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

If you have not heard, Ellen Warntz has arthritis in
her hip and is probably going to have hip replacement
in the next few months. The troubling part of this
surgery is that she can no longer do all of the things
at church that she loves to do. The flower beds have
not been weeded since spring clean-up because Ellen
routinely does all of the weeding during the summer.
If you are available anytime to help make our church
yard beautiful, please stop by and pull out the weeds
that are flourishing. Another area of concern is the
“yard sale ministry” that accompanies our food
distribution. Ellen takes time to pre-sort all of the
donations, categorizing them into the appropriate
areas so that sanctuary set-up goes so much easier
for all of the workers. At the present time, there is no
way that Ellen can accomplish this without the help of
volunteers who are willing to give an hour or two to go
through the donations that come to the church. We do
have some experienced sorters who will be able to help
the newcomers to understand how to do this essential
task. If you are interested, please call Ellen at 244-4662
and she will organize a work crew to work together.
This concern over un-finished chores is a heavy burden
on Ellen’s shoulders and so we pray that you can help
one of our members by ensuring that these projects can
continue even if Ellen is not directly involved.

YOU ARE INVITED!

An invitation from our sponsored seminary student:

Hello all! Kristen and I would like to extend an
invitation to you all to our wedding. Vicar Wicky
L. Barnes, III and Miss Kristen M. Wall invite you to
attend a Service of Holy Eucharist with the Rite of
Holy Matrimony on August 4, 2018 at 3:30p.m. The
wedding will take place at the Church of the Abiding
Presence on the Gettysburg campus of United Lutheran
Seminary (formerly the Lutheran Theological Seminary
at Gettysburg). Please plan on attending the service
and a small dessert reception at the chapel. There is
no need to formally RSVP. We look forward to seeing

you there!
@?@M&

Peace, Wicky.

Your servant in Christ,
Vicar Wicky L. Barnes, III

A [
Christ Evangelical \; j @é }/
Lutheran Church ', A
Elizabethtown, PA \(4”‘/



LUTHERAN
CAMPING

This month, the following
events are happening at our
Lutheran Camps:

July 8 — 14 -Elder Camp at Nawakwa

July 12 - Women's Tea Party at Nawakwa
]ul 15 - 21 -Adult B.Y.O.C. at Kirchenwald
]uly 15 -21 -Family Camp at Nawakwa

There are two events that seem interestir? to that
kid camper in all of us and The Beacon would like to
highlight them.

WOMEN'S TEA at Nawakwa - Thursday, July 12,
2:30 - 5:00 p.m.

An afternoon tea at Nawakwa, including devotions
offered by campers and a sneak peak at the show being
prepared by the Music campers.

Elder Camp at Nawakwa — The week of July 8 - 14

This week is specially designed for adults 55 and
older. It runs alongside, and sometimes runs circles
around, our youth camp, from Sunday - Saturday.
Elder Campers live in single or double occupancy
rooms in comfortable Zinn-Tozer Lodge (you only
have to sleep in the top bunk if you want to). The EC's
have their Verly own counselors and chaplain who
base daily Bible study and worship on the summer
camp curriculum used by the rest of the camp. With
opportunities to participate in crafts, Skit Night, and
meals in the dining hall, the Elders have plenty of
opportunities to be just like the other kids... of course,
the other kids don't have access to Zinn-Tozer's
kitchen and coffeemakers, spontaneous field trips,
and the freedom to set their own time for Lights Out.
Whether you're looking for a week of relaxation and
reflection, fun with other feisty seniors, or the chance
to spend a week at summer camp with (or without)
your grandchildren, Elder Camp is a great opportunity
tor anyone who loved camp or missed out on camp as
a kid.
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» Each month, The Beacon reports who is Q

; sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
July’s flowers are sponsored by:

7 01 — Andrea Sprenkle

& 08 — Richard Jacobs

15 — Barb Slavinsky

a4 22 — The Coeyman Family

" 29— Grace Lutheran
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duUly Celebrations

Happy
Birthday

p 4000 40 90y 8y

Wedds ing Anniversaries

01-McKenna Harrison
01- Samantha Harrison
02- Chrystal Phillips
02- Julie Urey

04- Janet Becker

04- Dolores Tudor

05- David Fishel

05- Velocity Pressel

05- Jeanne Williams
06- Darla Ray Hodson
09- Dylan Rexroth

07- Nancy Golden

10- Jack Warntz

10- Jeri Zerance

11- James Bucher

14- Ned Kinard

17- Christopher Hanzlik
17- Mickalla Martin
18- Ryan Bennett

19- Erma Grim

22- Mindy Fleming-Steinke

22- Peggy Rotz

22- Caitlin Stanley
22- Anna Wagner
23- Karen Young
24- Carole Wagner
26- Michael Noll
26- Abby Turner
26- Connie Walters
27- Cory Stein

28- Jacob Shaffer
29- Ava Heiss

29- Thomas Taute

(T
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07- Josie & Tom Flory

12- Jeremy & Samantha Christenberry
15-Todd & Jennifer Osterhaus
22-Richard & Amy Webster
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« August’s flowers are sponsored by:
05 - Gary Krout

% 12 - Jack Jones
%~ 19 -George McCallum
26 - Jean Grim
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