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      SHARE THE LOVE 
 

   VBS is right around the corner, and we're so excited to kick off the summer with these kids! It's a monumental 
blessing to have such willing and talented volunteers, especially when home life doesn't slow down. Today, I'd like 
to share something that’s been a big discussion in my household lately. As my kids grow older, the topic of friend-
ship is frequent and sometimes heavy. Proudly, I listen to kids who have high expectations of friends and truthful-
ly think deeper about relationships than I ever did at their age. 
   Always looking for the right thing to say, I researched the topic and came across Brené Brown’s “Marble Jar,” an 
illustration of trust. Brené is a research professor at the University of Houston who has spent two decades study-
ing courage, vulnerability, shame, and empathy. She describes the Marble Jar as an imaginary gauge for how much 
trust you can put in a person. It goes like this: 

 

      Adding marbles: Every time someone shows up for you, checks in on you, 
keeps a confidential secret, or remembers something important to you, they add a 
metaphorical "marble" to their marble jar. 
 

      Taking marbles away: When someone breaks a promise, gossips, or lets you 
down, marbles are removed from the jar. 
 

      Trustworthy relationships: You confide your most vulnerable thoughts and 
feelings with people whose jars are mostly full of marbles. 
 

   We’ve considered this illustration when dealing with things like secrets and invitations, but it also helps you to 
consider where a relationship stands. Very cool illustration, but it's not perfect. So many questions remain. If they 
have zero marbles, where does that leave the relationship? Do you keep trying? Does forgiving someone's trans-
gressions give them a marble back? Or do you put yourself at a disadvantage?  

When in doubt, going to scripture is always a good call. Corinthians and Proverbs have a few things to say about 
who you surround yourself with. There are warnings about corruption of character, walking with the wise, and not 
being a companion of fools. Then, in the gospel of John, Jesus defines friendship through sacrificial love, mutual 
trust, and obedience.  

This article isn’t just something for you to think about, it’s actually a request. I’m a new mom-of-a-teen-and-
tweens. Young people are looking to me for guidance, and honestly, I'm confused! 

Do you have any guidance to share? Where can I find wisdom about handling unrepentant behavior in friend-
ships or protecting your energy? How do young ones guard against manipulation while also giving their friends the 
space to make mistakes and grow? 

I admire and greatly value the wisdom of parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, and elders. If you have any 
advice for young families like mine, PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING US FOR ADULT VBS next week! There 
will be an opportunity to pass on your nuggets of wisdom to help others. 
The kids are going to "Carry Out God's Recipe for Life!" but we need 
some “recipes.” Will you come share your tips and tricks? 

Forever Grateful, 

 

 

Reference: “Dare to Lead” by Brené Brown 



PAGE  2  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

   Shake It Up Cafe: Where Kids 
Carry Out God’s Recipe—June 8 
through June 11 (5:30–8:00 pm). 
For our outreach this year, we will 
be supporting two organizations. We will collect food 
items for Graceworks Ministries (mini cereal cups 
and canned meats have been requested). As we learn 
about the "Living Water" that Jesus promised us, we 
also will collect bottled water to help our friends 
at Sacred Sparks over the hot summer months. Feel 
free to support our cause by bringing any of these 
items to the VBS table in the Narthex.  
   And Shepherds are needed, so if you feel called   
to volunteer with VBS, and would not mind leading a 
group of children around to their classes, please con-
tact Rena or the church office ASAP. To register your 
child, go to Brenthaven.org/VBS. Also, we invite 
everyone to our VBS closing ceremony on Thurs-
day at 7:30 pm to see what we learned during our 
week at the Shake It Up Café and to hear a few catchy 
songs sung by our precious little chefs. And please 
pray for this important ministry for our children!  

BOOKEND BOOK CLUB 

   The God of the Woods by Liz Moore is 
June’s pick for the BookEnd Book 
Club, meeting Thursday, June 18 at 9:30 am     
in the Adult Library.  
   Set in the Adirondak Mountains in August, 
1975, the story begins when Barbara Van Laar, a 
thirteen-year-old camper, goes missing from her 
summer camp bunk. Barbara is the daughter of 
the wealthy Van Laar family, who owns the camp 
and much of the surrounding land. This disap-
pearance echoes a previous tragedy: Barbara’s old-
er brother vanished fourteen years earlier, never to 
be found. The novel follows the ensuing search 
and investigation, revealing layered secrets of the 
Van Laar family and the blue-collar community 
that works in their shadow.  

MISSIONS MINISTRY 

   Sunday, June 14, after worship, the Missions 
Ministry will be hosting a fundraiser lunch for   
Jackson Campbell’s mission trip to Japan with the 
CP Church’s Ministry Council. The mission trip is 
July 12–22 and we are looking to raise $3000.00    
toward his trip. Please come and help support     
Jackson with this endeavor. 

WHALE SUNDAY IS COMING! 

   Get ready for a fun, interactive Bible                  
experience as we host all children for               
WHALE SUNDAY! Kids will climb inside our   
giant inflatable fish to hear the story of Jonah, told 
by "Jonah" himself! After the story, we will head out-
side for water games, laughter, and popsicles. Don’t 
miss it...Sunday, July 12 from 2–4 pm in the Fellow-
ship Hall! 

CPWM ON THE MOVE... 

   Our May meeting began in the church lobby, where 
we signed greeting cards for members and families on 
the prayer list. As part of our annual spring event, we 
carpooled to Thistle Farms Café for lunch and fel-
lowship, supporting this wonderful ministry and the 
good it has done since 1997 (thistlefarms.org).            

After lunch, we drove to Nashville Diaper Connec-
tion and wrapped a record 5,307 diapers for 107    
babies in families in need. Access to diapers is a basic 
hygiene necessity and can affect a child’s physical, 
cognitive, emotional, and behavioral development 
throughout life. No child wet behind! 

 

    CPWM is now accepting early donations for our 
July Yard Sale, coming July 24–25. Please take your 
items to the Great Expectations Class in Room 108. 
This year, we are NOT accepting furniture dona-
tions, except for small accessories, such as lamps or 
side tables. And we are NOT accepting artwork or 
donations of clothing or shoes.  
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

Recent Additions 

 Dani Ghulam (friend of Sandra & Scott Shepherd) 
  
Members 

 Joan Bledsoe, Joyce Burch, Phyllis Burkhalter, Kimberly 
Crowe, David Dowland, Bob Dozier, Marilyn Ewen, 
Carol Ford, Barbara Gentry, Tim Ghianni, Paul 
Gonzales, Madge Graves, Suzanne Hawkins, Tommy 
Hennesy, Nancy Humphrey, Suzanne Johnson, Barbara 
Loyall, Dawn & Walter McBee, Marty Morris, Bill 
Moser, Rose O’Hara, Jack Phillips, Bonnie Pierce, Larry 
Pulley, Jodi Rush, Phil Slagle, Porter Stark, Scott 
Strickland, Cheryl & Don Tabor, Jane & James Talley 
 

 Family and Friends 

 Jon Bates (nephew of Kaye Holland), Beth Brakebill (sister of Joe 
Malloy), Mary Ruth Campbell (step-mother of Barry & Darryl 

Campbell), Lauren (friend of Ame Satterwhite), Brenda Copeland 
(niece of Martha Stewart), John Copeland (nephew of Martha Stewart), 

Chrissy Deaton (sister-in-law of Russ Deaton), Melody Dobbins 
(daughter-in-law of Kathy & Bill Dobbins), Mary Dale Edwards 
(mother of John Edwards), Kristen Ertel (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), 

Garry Ferry (uncle of Aaron Ferry), Charlotte Galambos, Bill 
Garrett (son of Beverly Garrett), Harriet Gilliam (friend of the Rushes), 

Miklos Gerendas, Gregg Gross (father of Ben Gross), Chazz 
Jones (friend of the Crafting group), Hudson Jones (friend of Joan 

Bledsoe’s family), River Leonard (daughter of co-worker of Sharon 

Malloy), Walter McBee, Jr. (son of Walter McBee, Sr.), Bettie 
Mason (friend of Barbara Dial), Butch Mayes (friend of Walter 

McBee), Siggy Mennen (great-granddaughter of Barbara Dial), Colton 
Osborne (family friend of Rena Sutton), Joan Peay (mother of Trent 

Johnson), Rick Prentice (son-in-law of Ben Davis), Kinsley Ramey 
(co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Troy Rhone (nephew of Scott Shepherd), 

Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz Strickland), Johnny Rush (father of Kip 

Rush), Bob Seigenthaler (friend of Bob Dozier) , Marjorie 
Shepherd (mother of Sharon Malloy), Casey Sherwin (co-worker of 

Scott Strickland), Bill Shouse (uncle of Larry Pulley), Judy Smith 
(friend of Janiece Redmon), Brittany Spradling, Caden Sullivan 
(grandson of Nina Sullivan), Nina Sullivan, Jim Summitt (uncle of 

Blair Summitt), Forrest Sutton, Gary Tessar (friend of Jan 

Marshall), Bill Turner (brother-in-law of Cheryl Tabor), Lynn 
Underwood (daughter of Dawn McBee), Sam Warren (son of Cindi 

& John Edwards), Jack Whitmore (father of Brooke Gross), those 
serving our country 
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MEMORIALS 

   In memory of Ben Davis 
           Jan & Larry Davidson 

MORE WAYS TO CONNECT... 

   If you are looking for some fun and fellowship   
during the week, check out these options. 

   Young @ Heart meets for games every first, third, 
and fifth Monday at 10:00 am in the Adult Library. 
The games played are Rook, Shanghai Rummy, and  
Dominoes. Don’t forget to pack a lunch! 

   Bridge Group meets every second Tuesday at 
10:30 am in the Youth Room. Contact the church  
office if you are interested in making a reservation.  

   BookEnd Book Club meets every third Thursday 
at 9:30 am in the Adult Library. Please check the 
newsletter for current books being read. 

   Creative Crafts meets every Thursday at 11:00 am 
in the Adult Library. Work on whatever you want.    

   Call the church office if you want to learn more. 

SUMMER EVENTS  

Junior Camp is June 14–19 at Crystal Springs and 
welcomes children who have completed grades 2–5. 
The theme is Finding Nemo! 

Youth ROCKS Mission Trip is June 20–26, and 
we are headed to Missouri! We will be serving non-
profits in Lebanon, MO, and surrounding areas.  

C.P.Y.C. (the Cumberland Presbyterian Youth 
Conference) is July 5–10 at Bethel University in    
McKenzie, TN, and welcomes students who have 
completed grades 8–12. The theme for this year is 
Call Me! 

Middle School Camp is July 12–17 at Crystal 
Springs. Students who have completed grades 6–8 
are invited to attend. The theme for this year is In  
the Wilderness. 

Register for all Youth ROCKS 
Summer Events Here:        
Brenthaven.org/Youth.  



     June 4  11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)   

     June 7 9:30 AM Sunday School  
   10:45 AM Worship  
   (VBS Set-Up) 

     June 8 5:30–8:00 PM VBS  

     June 9 10:30 AM Bridge Group (Youth Room)  

   5:30–8:00 PM VBS  

    June 10 5:30–8:00 PM VBS    

    June 11 11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)  
   5:30–8:00 PM VBS/Closing Ceremony  

    June 13 2–4 PM Jackson’s Honor Ceremony (Sanctuary)  

    June 14 9:30 AM Sunday School  
   10:45 AM Worship  
   12:00 PM Mission Fundraiser Lunch (FH) 

    June 14–19 JR CAMP      

BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
516 Franklin Road 
Brentwood, TN 37027-5909 

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M. 

PHONE: (615) 373-4826 
FAX: (615) 373-4869 

www.brenthaven.org 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR JUNE 7          

STAFF & LEADERSHIP 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor 

Ean Taylor, Associate Pastor  

Rena Sutton, Children’s Ministry 

Linda Pulley, Director of Music 

Amity Marsh, Organist 

Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.org) 

Session – The Elders 

Class of 2026 Class of 2027             Class of 2028 
Jeri Behan Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell 
Jan Davidson Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins 
Russ Deaton Mike Murphy Frank Scott 
Joe Malloy Ame Satterwhite Scott Strickland 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR MAY 31 

Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (green)  

Genesis 12:1-9 and Psalm 33:1-12; 

Hosea 5:15-6:6 and Psalm 50:7-15 

 Romans 4:13-25;  
   Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

Stamp 

 OPERATING BUDGET 

Dedicated Giving                                       $00 

Donations towards Budgeted Expense 17,573.00 

Weekly Need 10,835.00 

Received Year-to-Date 205,864.18 

Actual Spend Year-to-Date 251,076.21 

Difference   -45,212.03 


