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Shelby Christian Church 
BIRTH OF THE CHURCH: THE DAY THE CHURCH BEGAN * ACTS 2:37-47 * 5/24/2026 

The church begins with boldness. 

Would you consider yourself a planner? How detailed do your plans usually 
get? And what happens when things don’t unfold the way you expected? How do 
you feel in those moments, and how do you tend to respond? 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 2:37 

Have you ever heard something that deeply convicted or challenged you? How 
did you respond? Why can it be difficult to face the truth about ourselves? 

What caused the people to be “cut to the heart”? What does it mean? How is 
spiritual conviction different from guilt or shame? Why is conviction often 
necessary before repentance can occur? What role did the Holy Spirit play in 
bringing this conviction? Why is their question (“What shall we do?”) an 
important sign of genuine repentance beginning in their hearts? 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 2:38-39 

What is biblical repentance? How is it different from guilt, regret, or shame? 
Why is repentance essential in responding to the gospel? What role does 
baptism play in the life of a believer? How should we understand the phrase 
“for the forgiveness of your sins” in relation to faith and salvation? 

What is meant by “the gift of the Holy Spirit”? Why is it significant that God’s 
promise extends to future generations and “those who are far off”? What does 
this passage teach us about both human response and God’s calling? 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 2:40-41 

What makes it difficult to live differently from the culture around us? Can you 
think of a time when you had to make a clear decision to stand apart from what 
others were doing? 

What does Peter the Apostle mean by “Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation”? How can believers live faithfully in a “crooked generation” today? 
What is the significance of “receiving” God’s Word, rather than simply hearing 
it? Why was baptism an important next step for these new believers? What does 
the addition of 3,000 people reveal about the work of the Holy Spirit? What role 
did Peter’s faithful witness play in God’s work? 

HAVE A VOLUTEER READ ACTS 2:42-47 
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When have you experienced genuine Christian community? What made it 
meaningful? What do you think are the marks of a healthy church? What does it 
mean to “devote” ourselves to the apostles’ teaching? Why is fellowship more 
than just spending time together? 

What might “the breaking of bread” refer to—ordinary meals, the Lord’s 
Supper, or both? Why was prayer central to the life of the early church? What 
do the believers’ generosity and shared resources teach us about Christian 
love? How did their joyful worship and unity become a witness to others? What 
does this passage teach us about God’s role in church growth? 

APPLICATION 
Can you recall a time when God’s Word “cut you to the heart”? What happened? 

Is there an area of your life where God may be convicting you right now? How 
do you usually respond when confronted with sin—defensiveness, avoidance, or 
humility? What does a teachable and repentant heart look like in everyday life? 

If you’ve been baptized, how does your baptism continue to shape your identity 
in Jesus Christ? If you haven’t been baptized, what questions or hesitations do 
you have? How can we live in a way that reflects the Spirit’s presence in our 
lives? In what ways does today’s culture pressure us to compromise our faith? 
What might it look like for you to “separate” yourself from harmful values or 
influences? 

Have you truly received God’s Word, or only heard it? Which of the four 
devotions in verse 42 (teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, prayer) is 
strongest in your life? Which needs more attention? How can our church 
become a more compelling witness to our community? What does it mean to 
trust Jesus Christ to build His church rather than relying only on human 
efforts? 

PRAYER 


