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THE HERALD

Faith in Film

I do not remember exactly how old I was, but I was probably around five years old 
when I went to a movie theater for the first time holding my dad’s hand. I cannot 
clearly remember whether the bearded man on the screen was Jesus or Moses. But I 
do remember two things. One was the popcorn in my hands. The other was the sight 
of people wiping tears from their eyes as they watched the movie. Even as a child, I 
sensed that movies were more than simple stories. They had a unique power to move 
the human heart. Emotion and popcorn. That is my earliest movie theater memory.

Movies offer us much more than entertainment. Over the years, I have listened to and 
preached countless sermons, yet some faith-based films have influenced my life as 
deeply as dozens of sermons. And this is not true only of religious films. Many secular 
movies do the same. Because they are rooted in human experience, they tell stories of 
love and courage, failure and restoration, sacrifice and forgiveness. Through movies, 
we learn new ways of seeing the world, and sometimes we are challenged to examine 
our own values and beliefs.

Jesus often taught truth through stories and parables drawn from everyday life. 
Through familiar experiences, He revealed the reality of God’s kingdom. In many 
ways, movies can serve as modern-day parables. Through the stories unfolding on the 
screen, we encounter human weakness, discover grace, and catch glimpses of God’s 
presence at work in the world.

That is why this July we will begin a worship series called Faith in Film. Together we 
will explore the spiritual themes and messages found in four films: Hidden 
Figures, Inside Out, David, and K-Pop Demon Hunters. Through these stories, we will 
reflect on what God may be saying to us as Christians today.

Starting July 1st, every Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m., we will gather to watch the 
upcoming Sunday’s film together before worship. My hope is that, alongside the 
popcorn, the laughter and tears these stories inspire will become a pathway that leads 
us into a deeper faith.

I hope you will join us for this special summer journey as we watch, reflect, and 
discover God together.

Pastor Hojin
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Week 05/3/26 05/10/26 05/17/26 05/24/26 05/31/26
Attendance* 0 90 97 85 60

Pledge** $1,350 $13,184.02 $1,820 $2,877 $1,965
Capital $50 $382 0 $20 $175

Miscillaneous $3,862 $183.05 $466.64 $253 $2,192

May Attendance and Offering

*Attendance for these Sundays is taken from Facebook, www.
waterloofirst.org, and in-person worship.
**Stock Donations – If you are donating stock to the church, please 
contact Kris at admin@waterloofirst.org or call the office to speak with 
her.She will make certain this donation is credited correctly to your 
account.

July 2026 Faith in Film Series- Wednesdays at 7 pm

July 8 July 15 July 22

July 29

Join us every 
Wednesday night in 
July for movies and 

popcorn!
(Bring your own drink)

July Ushers

Julie Johnson,

 Mary Shollenbarger,

Wendy Potter

July 1
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United Women in Faith- July 

Bible Verse: Philippians 2:13 (NIV) 

“For it is God who works in you to will and to 
act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 

United Metodist Men
The United Methodist Men will Meet on 
Saturday, July 18th at 8 am
Join the men at HyVee on Ansborough Ave. 
for food and fellowship

Fellowship & Coffee Time at Friendship 
Village with Pastor Hojin 
Thursday, July 28th at 10:00 am

Sunday School Classes
10:45 am

Sunday School will return on September 13th. 

Amplify Media
Use Amplify to plan your devotionals and 
Small Group lessons:
Use the code BXWDJR to sign up and start 
exploring Amplify Media for your personal 
bible study and or small group study. Contact 
Sally at media@waterloofirst.org if you need 
help.

Fellowship Servers

Thank you for signing up to serve fellowship!

July 5- Sue Carver & the Cravens
July 12– Birthday/ Anniversary/ Sarah Circle 
& the Genesis Class  
July 19- Randy Bishop
July 28–  Youth
Sign up for 2026 Sundays today! If no one 
signs up, there might not be any coffee.

Pew Cleaners- Please sign up to be a pew 
cleaner! No one has signed up for July.

Volunteer at the NE Iowa Food Bank
Tuesday, July 28th  at 2:00 pm
Contact Donna Brown if you're interested in 
serving

Scrip Cards for Every Day Life!
Use Scrip cards everyday….at the gas 
station, the grocery store, when you buy 
coffee, or go out to eat!  A percentage of 
each card comes back to the United Women 
of Faith and we use that money for the 
church.
Ask Kris Stewart during fellowship what’s in 
stock and how to order the cards you want.  
Add $1 to each card for shipping expenses.

GIVING
Leave your checkbook and cash at home. 
 You can now give through our web site on a 
secure page.  Use this for special offerings 
or your regular pledge.  
Use the QR code to connect.  
You can be certain that the link is secure 
and your information is confidential.

Card Making Ministry
The Card Making Ministry will meet on 
Thursday, July 9 at 1 pm in the Wesley 
Room.  Everyone is welcome to the fun 
of making cards.  You need only bring 
yourself, we have the materials!

Waterloo First Food Nook 2025 report
Impact:
Households- 1,820
Pounds of Food- 38,693
Meals distsributed- 32,244
How we shopped:
USDA- 12,622#
Food Rescue- 949#
Donated- 7,255#
Purchased- 13,523#
Benefits:
Cost/pound- $0.09
Paid to NEIFB- $3,097.07
Retail Value- $65,263.10
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How Long Has It Been?

John Wm. Roberts, ED.D.

There are times, during daily activities, a person comes to mind. It makes us stop and 

think… “How long has it been since I’ve spoken to this person?” There have been many 

times this has happened to me, and, of course, others. We get so busy with 

responsibilities…professional and familial…we forget to stay in contact with those who 

may have played an important role in our lives. It is not out of callousness; however, it is 

because we let other things, such as jobs, professions, personal aspirations and 

relationships take precedence in our lives. 

There are many things which we don’t forget to do, i.e., going to our places of employment, paying bills, attending 

professional and social events. These things, we feel, are very important parts of our responsibilities to ourselves and 

others. Yet, there is one responsibility we seem to forget routinely…speaking to the author and finisher of our life…God! 

Rev. Thomas Mosie Lister [1921-2015], in 1956, wrote “How Long Has It Been?” Scholars have wondered if this was an 

introspective statement. Whether these scholars agree or not, it is worth noting it is something each of us should ask 

ourselves…just how long has it been since we’ve talked with the Lord? Just as we, often, take friends and family for 

granted, we, quite frequently, take God for granted…not taking the time to thank Him for the many things…great and 

small…He does for us each minute of each day. Rev. Lister asks…”How long has it been since you talked with the Lord 

and told Him your heart’s hidden secrets? How long since you prayed? How long since you stayed on your knees till the 

light shone through? How long has it been since your mind felt at ease? How long since your heart knew no burden? How 

long has it been since you knelt by your bed and prayed to the Lord up in heaven? How long since you knew that He’d 

answer you, and would keep you the long night through? How long has it been since you woke with the dawn, and felt that 

the day’s worth the living? Can you call Him your friend? How long has it been, since you knew that He cared for you? 

I am guilty of not being in contact with God as often as I should. How about you? Prayer is an  integral part of our spiritual 

connection and obligation to God. It should never be…How long has it been, but…how often it is we talk to and with God! 

Many gospel artists have recorded the song, “Sending Up My Timber;” however, the version by Thomas Dorsey is a 

personal favorite. One phrase of the chorus reiterates our need to be in constant contact with God…”may be morn, night 

or noon, I don’t know just how soon, But I’m sending up my timber every day.” 

No matter what time of the day, there is no right or wrong time to talk to God. I will not let the question be asked of 

me…”How Long Has It Been?” God is never too busy to hear our prayers – we should never be to busy to be in contact 

with Him using the one method of contact uniquely individual…Prayer! 
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Stewardship and Finance (Jeff)  Thanks to pledges, Foundation funding, and Gary and Kris navigating the expenses, 
we are in good standing! 

Matthew 25
 Food Nook
June 2026 Date  # of Households # of pounds 
of food  
4th (Thursday)   27    666  
11th (Thursday) 29    669  
13th (Saturday) 5    69  
Totals 61 1,404 

 House of Hope.
More donations for the House of Hope came in since last month’s report. To review: 
10% of the Easter offerings   $193.40  
Noisy Coin offerings    $205.69  
Matthew 25 fund contribution  $000.91  
    Total $400.00 
Waterloo First United Methodist Church (WFUMC) also received a single donation of $150 at the end of May. This 
enabled us to give $150 in quarters (15 rolls, each $10) to the House of Hope residents to use at the laundromat of their 
choice. In addition, WFUMC gave a check of $400 to House of Hope to use at their discretion. Kris Stewart and Julie 
Johnson delivered these gifts to House of Hope (845 W 4th St) on June 15th. 

 Partners in Education
Irving Elementary is collecting HyVee receipts and Box Tops for Education for HyVee’s 2026-2027 Cash 4 Students 
program. The following website lists the products that are eligible for the Box Tops program: https://boxtops4education.
com/s/box-tops-products. Put your receipts and box tops in the big can at the bottom of the stairs in Von Lackum Lounge.

We Help Others (W.H.O.) 
As stated in the June Herald, our We Help Others account needs replenishing. The W.H.O. program was created to assist 
community members facing financial hardship. Our mission is simple: to provide short-term relief by helping individuals 
with their water or energy bills. While we help neighbors only once per year with up to $100, this small act can make a big 
difference when they are struggling to make ends meet. 
Also please consider donating fans to We Help Others if you have some you are not using. They need to be clean, in 
perfect operating condition, and safe to use around children. Or, purchase an inexpensive fan the next time you’re out 

Excerpts from the

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM MEETING REPORTS

June 18, 2026
For the complete minutes, contact the office

.
The meeeting was canceled.
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shopping, and give it to the church to pass on to someone who needs it. You will spare someone from suffering through a 
hot, humid, Iowa summer. 

Worship

 • 6/21: Pastor Pam to preach 
 • 6/28: Church Picnic at Byrnes Park, Maple Shelter. Meet at 10am, brief service led by Pam at 10:30, followed by 
picnic lunch. Pulled pork and table settings provided. Please bring a dish to share and lawn chairs. We will need a couple 
of extra card tables for extra table space for eating. 
 • 7/1: Movie to be shown in Fireside Room, most likely beginning at 7pm 
 • 7/5: Communion, sermon to reflect on movie. Movies will continue each Wednesday throughout the month. 
Popcorn each Sunday. 

Next meeting: July 16, 6:00 pm 

Connected in Vision: Building Beloved Community

A Report on the 2026 Iowa Annual Conference

This year’s Iowa Annual Conference gathered around a theme that felt both timely and Spirit-filled: Connected in Vision 
— Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully, Lead Courageously. And throughout our days together, this theme wasn’t just printed 
on banners or spoken from the stage — it was lived. It was visible in the people, the worship, the conversations, and the 
decisions we made as a body seeking to build beloved community.

LOVE BOLDLY

One of the most powerful experiences of the Conference was seeing diversity, equity, and inclusion not as an aspiration, 
but as a lived reality. We worshiped and worked alongside people of different ages, cultures, abilities, and life experiences 
— all reflecting the many expressions of God’s image.

These differences didn’t divide us. They enriched us. They deepened our worship, broadened our understanding, and 
strengthened our shared life. This is what beloved community looks like: not sameness, but shared dignity and shared 
purpose.

That spirit of bold love shaped our legislative work as well. We passed a resolution opposing conversion therapy, affirming 
the sacred worth of every person. Another resolution encouraged churches — especially those under-utilized or closing — 
to open their buildings for hospitality and housing, particularly for those who need shelter or support.

These actions were not political statements. They were pastoral ones, rooted in the inclusive love of Jesus and our call to 
care for our neighbors.

SERVE JOYFULLY

The music this year deserves special mention. It was diverse, vibrant, and spiritually alive — the kind of music that doesn’t 
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just accompany worship but carries it. There were moments when the whole room felt like one body, singing with one 
heart.

That same spirit of joy carried into our work. We approved a stable, mission-focused 2027 budget. We affirmed 
ministries of formation, outreach, justice, and advocacy. We strengthened support for Mission Congregations, ensuring 
that churches in transition receive the partnership and resources they need.
Serving joyfully means doing the work with gratitude, hope, and shared purpose — and that joyful service is one of the 
ways we continue building beloved community.

LEAD COURAGEOUSLY

We also made several decisions that will prepare us for the years ahead, including:

• Electing delegates for the 2028 General and Jurisdictional Conferences

•  Voting down a registration fee for Annual Conference, keeping participation fully covered by apportionments

• Authorizing the Board of Trustees to sell the Conference Center, which is under-utilized and in disrepair

• Adjusting terms for youth and young adult members to shorter, more manageable commitments — a change I 
believe we should also consider here at Waterloo First to bring more young voices into leadership

Courageous leadership isn’t about having all the answers. It’s about taking faithful steps forward — together — and 
trusting the Spirit to guide us.

CONNECTED IN VISION

Every conversation, every vote, every worship service pointed us back to our shared call:

•  Love boldly

• Serve joyfully

•  Lead courageously

And to do all of this as a connected people — part of a church that is learning, growing, stretching, and listening for 
God’s leading.

Beloved community is not a destination. It is a way of living together. And we are building it — step by step, act by act, 
prayer by prayer.

A Closing Word

As we move into the coming year, may we carry this theme into our life together:

Connected in Vision — Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully, Lead Courageously.

This is who Christ calls us to be. And by God’s grace, this is who we are becoming — together.

Amen.
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1- Gemma Clark

2-  Alison Clark

3-  Mark Stewart

      Shelly Gartley

      Kaden Karns

4-  Meg Durbahn

     Tate Walker

5-   Thomas Kimpston

       Lillian Kimpston

8-  Clarice Wenger

11- Keith Messenger

12-George Warren

   Dick Ulffers

   Kristin Locke

15-  Prudy Klinger

16- Keefer Thurman

19- Kristy Klinger

20- Kervensky Iliome Predelus

24- Susie Karns

       Gigner Herndon

25- Judy Seedorff

       Beverly Toppin

27- Kathy Breckunitch

28- Nohle Cooley

29- Ron Hammon

20- Donna & David Marrow  6

23- Pam & Dick Ufflers   59

24- Lois & Phil MIller   59
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

1
9:00 am– Worship on 
Waterloo Public Access 
17

7:00 pm- Movie Night
Hidden Figures

2
9:30 am– Food Nook

3

7:00 pm- Worship on 
Waterloo Public Access 
17

 4

3:00 pm–   Worship on 
CF Public Access 
Chanel 15

5
9:30 am– Worship/ 
Communion
10:30 am– Fellowship

6 7
9:00 am– Staff Mtg.

10:00 am– Church Row 
Prayer Walk &
Coffee 

8
9:00 am– Worship on 
Waterloo Public Access 
17
10:00 am– Church Row 
Structural & Safety 
Team
7:00 pm- Movie Night
Inside Out

9
9:30 am– Food Nook

1:00 pm- Card Making

10

7:00 pm- Worship on 
Waterloo Public Access 
17

11
10:00 am– Food

 Nook

3:00 pm– Worship on 
CF Public Access 
Chanel 15

12
9:30 am– Worship
10:30 am– Fellowship
12:00 pm– Lunch at
 Le Christophers
12:00 pm– Church Row 
Coali�on Mtg

13

6:00 pm– Trustees

14
9:00 am- Ge�ng 
Ahead Team Mtg.
10:00 am– Church Row 
Prayer Walk &
Coffee
12:00 pm– Team 
Waterloo First Mtg

15
9:00 am– Worship on 
Waterloo Public 
Access 17

7:00 pm- Movie Night
David

16
9:30 am– Food Nook

4:00 pm- Staying 
Ahead

6:00 pm– Ad Team

17

4:00 pm- Wedding 
Rehearsal

7:00 pm- Worship on 
Waterloo Public Access 
17

18
8:00 am– UMM 

9:30 am– Church 
Row Neighborhood 
Assoc. Mtg

3:00 pm– Worship on 
CF Public Access 
Chanel 15
3:00 pm- Karns 
wedding

19
9:30 am– Worship

10:30 am-Fellowship

20 21
Herald Deadline

10:00 am– Church Row 
Prayer Walk &
Coffee 

22
9:00 am– Worship on 
Waterloo Public 
Access 17

7:00 pm- Movie Night
K-Pop Demon Hunters

23
9:30 am– Food Nook

10:00 am– Fellowship 
at Friendship Village

24

7:00 pm- Worship on 
Waterloo Public Access 
17

25

3:00 pm– Worship on 
CF Public Access 
Chanel 15

26
9:30 am– Worship

10:30 am-Fellowship

27 28
12:00 pm– Team 
Waterloo First Mtg
2:00 pm- Volunteer at 
the NE Iowa Food Bank

29
9:00 am– Worship on 
Waterloo Public 
Access 17

7:00 pm- Movie Night
It's a Wonderful Life

30
9:30 am– Food Nook

9:30 am– Herald 
Assembly

31

7:00 pm- Worship on 
Waterloo Public Access 
17



Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Waterloo IA

Permit No. 1599

Return Service Requested

Herald Deadling

614 Randolph St.
Waterloo, IA  50702

July 21 August 11
September 15 October 13
November 3 December 1

July 30 August 27
September 24 October 22
November 12 December 10

Herald Assembly




