CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP:
HIS DESIRE, OUR PRIVILEGE

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with
all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in
your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Colossians 3:16-17

1. DEFINING WORSHIP AND THE SCOPE OF THIS POLICY

A biblical view of worship freely acknowledges that worship is not confined to our Sunday
services but has within its purview the entirety of the Christian life. Scripture presents Christian
worship as a holistic practice with both individual and corporate expressions that engage the
believer's heart, mind, body, and soul. Valley Free wholeheartedly affirms this. The scope and
intent of this policy is to establish a unifying set of principles that guide our posture towards
worship, our song selection, and our performance ethic at Valley Free.

Music is a gift from God and is to be used for His glory. Music can be used to convey praise,
thanksgiving, and confession. As a community of God’s people, it is a great privilege to come
together in corporate praise and worship of our God. It is also an opportunity to display our unity
and love for one another in Christ Jesus as we join with one voice to proclaim His glorious
works, mercy, and love. At Valley Free, our desire is that the hymns and songs being sung are
faithful to both Scripture and sound doctrine, exalt God rather than man, and are ultimately
Christ-centered.

2. THE PURPOSE

In the heavenly scene, the saints of God sing, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive
glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were
created.”! God is worthy of our worship and the Bible is filled with the command to “praise the
Lord.”? In addition to exalting the Lord in song, the people of God are to encourage one another
using the text of Scripture.®> Our music ministry will strive to achieve this by accompanying
God’s people with music based on the following principles and practices.

3. THE PRINCIPLES

Biblical
The songs we sing will be rooted in the Word of God and may take the form of Bible passages

! Revelation 4:11, English Standard Version.
2 For example, see Psalm 150:1-6 and Jeremiah 20:13.
3 See Ephesians 5:16 and Colossians 3:16.



put to music or lyrics that are faithful to Scripture. In our music selection, we are striving to sing
songs that are theologically faithful, scripturally based, and honoring to the Lord.

Congregational

When we gather as a church to worship, our desire is for all to participate and not merely to
observe, remembering our purpose in singing is to exalt God and to encourage one another.* The
foundation of our musical expression will be congregational and not performative.

Multigenerational

Music that exalts God and encourages believers is not limited to a single generation or style. At
Valley Free, our music will include timeless hymns, instrumentals, and contemporary music. We
want to sing, value, and benefit from the best of God-honoring music through the centuries.

4. THE PRACTICE

As we worship together, it is important to guard against the extremes of being too legalistic or
too loose in our song selection and creative elements embedded into a service.

The Songs

At Valley Free, we are committed to maintaining the balance of classic hymns, modern hymns,
psalms, songs, and choruses that are suitable for congregational singing so that we can all join
with one loud voice of praise. Accordingly, while there may be many songs that are suitable and
beneficial for private worship, not all songs will necessarily be suitable or beneficial for
corporate worship.® Healthy considerations that may limit a song's viability for corporate
worship may include the song’s inability to be effectively and cohesively sung by a congregation
or lack of Scriptural foundation.®

The Elements

Our music will convey a variety of emotions and expressions depending on the occasion. We
desire to use the creativity God has provided in our worship as we express the joy of our
salvation together. Biblical prayer, poetry, art, drama, and dance are all elements that could be
included in a service that would bring both significance and encouragement to the Body of
Christ. Tasteful creative elements are to be used as an enhancement to God alone and never for
personal recognition.

The Instruments

The Bible sanctions the use of a variety of instruments in public worship.” We encourage the
appropriate use of all instruments and a variety of musical styles to facilitate varying expressions
of praise, preparation, and ponderance of God’s goodness.

4 See Psalm 95:6-7.

5 See Romans 14:13-19.

® For more information regarding song selection, please read Bob Kauflin’s article, “Singing Songs from
Questionable Sources.” The following is a link to the article: https://worshipmatters.com/2016/05/13/singing-songs-
from-questionable-sources/

7 See Psalm 33:2-3 and Psalm 71:72.



5. CRITERIA FOR WORSHIP TEAM MEMBERS

As a member of the Valley Free worship team, I agree with the following statements:

I believe in Jesus for my salvation and have committed my life to proclaiming He is the
way, the truth, and the life.®

I know the worship ministry is not the right of the talented but a privilege extended to the
committed and faithful.

I will be spiritually ready and musically prepared to lead in worship.

I spend personal time with God in worship and prayer away from the platform ministry.

I am committed to the growth and development of heartfelt, Spirit-filled worship as a family
of believers.

I will actively work to improve my craft (i.e., instrumentation, vocal ability, technical skills,
etc.).

I recognize that worship ministry requires a fairly large time commitment for both group
practice and congregational services.

8 See John 14:6.



