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A Message from Rev. Betsy… 
 

 

Hear O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in 
your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are 
away, and when you lie down and when you rise.”  (Deut. 6:4-7) 
 
While they were still wandering in the desert, Moses gave the law to the Hebrew people. Love God 
with all of your heart, soul and might. Recite the law and its teachings and talk about them. Teach them 
to your children. As Judeo Christians who accept both testaments of the Bible to be the Word of God, 
we are also expected to follow this law. Moses tells us how to do that. With your heart and soul AND 
with your MIGHT. How do we do this? Moses tells us that also. By reciting God’s Word, by teaching it to 
our children and by discussing it every day. 
 
The more time we spend reading, reciting and discussing or studying the Bible, the more we hear God 
speak to us from it. This is also how we remember it and make it become part of how our heart and 
soul make decisions about how to speak and how to act. 
 
Starting this month of September, we will gather in day and evening groups to discuss God’s Word. We 
will start with a Bible Study of the Book of The Acts of the Apostles. This study will look closely at the 
text of the Bible for understanding.  Members will also share their own insights during the discussion 
section of the meeting. We have chosen to start with the Book of the Acts of The Apostles because it 
records life among some of the earliest Christians. The Early Church struggled with many of the same 
problems as our church faces today; how to bring in new members, how to perceive when God is 
working a miracle in your midst and how to react to it, how to make our worship and message relevant 
to people who don’t go to church, how to deal with being persecuted or made to feel odd because you 
believe in Jesus, how to get the message out when it is unlawful to discuss Jesus (it still is in public 
places). The Early Church, like our church today, had the huge task of sharing the Good News of 
Salvation through faith in Jesus. Both the Early Church and the Church in every time and place has to 
get this huge task done using only ordinary people; dim wits, jealous ones, liars, frightened folk, clumsy 
ones and well-intentioned busy bodies. You will read about all of them when you read the Book of 
Acts. Come join us either during the day or evening to read and discuss together the Word of God in 
the News Testament book The Acts of the Apostles. Together we will do what Moses commanded. We 
will learn about God’s Word by reading and studying and discussing it. We will enjoy fellowship, and 
humor along the way.  Sign up in Fellowship Hall during Coffee Hour. 
 
 
 

Keep Shining Bright!           Rev. Betsy 
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PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS 
 

 

Bereavement:  Pat Muldoon 
New Prayers: Joe Harrington 
Continued Prayers: Trevor Lovely; Jen Hossack; Marie 
Murphy’s son Craig Jernberg; Ted Jaworski and Betty 
Gray; Jackie Smith; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s 
nephew; Betty Gray’s niece Heather; Betty Simino; 
Cathie Achorn’s sister-in-law, Lorie Mumby 

 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on 
the church’s email distribution list by emailing 
lisa.coffey@uccwestboro.org. 
 

WELCOME HERE SUNDAY 
 

Join us Sunday, 
September 13th for 
worship and an all-
church picnic as we 
celebrate the start of a 

new church year. It will be outside weather 
permitting.   
 

BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

Bathroom renovations are expected to begin either 
the 1st or 2nd week in September. The contractor is 
confident that renovations will be completed before 
Thanksgiving (assuming no significant issues 
encountered). During renovation of the Men's Room 
and the Ladies Room, the handicapped bathroom 
and the bathroom opposite Rev. Betsy's office will 
be available. For the kitchen renovation, we have 
solicited an estimate from one contractor (in 
progress) and will solicit an estimate from the 
bathroom contractor in September. We hope to 
have final estimates from both contractors by mid-

October and plan that the actual renovation of the 
kitchen will take place next summer. 
 

Regards, 
Bob Petersen 
 

MISSIONS 
 

Mission At Work 
Unitarian Universalist update - since putting out a 
request for donations to help our neighbors at the 
UU Church with repair costs we have collected over 
$3,000.00.  The Missions Team will use funds from 
our miscellaneous account to bring the total to 
$4,000.00. and a check will be given to the UU 
Church.  Thank you to everyone for your generosity.  
We are a community that cares for one another.  
 

Food Pantry - For the month of September, the 
Westborough Food Pantry needs the following: 
Ramen noodles, cake mixes and frosting, Brownie 
mixes, and chowders (any type).  In addition, they 
can use pasta, tomato sauce (8 oz. size), mac and 
cheese, dry beans (any type).  Please no expired 
food or dented cans. The Westborough Food 
Pantry has thanked us for our continued support 
in helping to feed local families in need. Please 
continue to consider donating additional (non-
perishable) food of all sorts to the white box. 
Thank you. The Mission Team 
 

Dismas House - Do you like to cook for people who 
really appreciate your efforts?  If so, please consider 
making a meal for the men at Dismas House.  The 
men are working towards re-assimilating back into a 
normal life with friends and family after time in 
prison.  They really love home cooked meals.  If you 
can cook a meal but can't deliver it, we can probably 
arrange to bring the meal.  If you are a first-timer, 
one of our team can go with you.  You can stay for 
dinner with the men or simply deliver the meal.  
Nothing fancy, just a tasty meal.  If you can help, 
please contact Pam Faustine at 978-505-7031 or 
pfaustine@princeton-ma.us 
 

CHRISTIAN ED 
 

The new church year for Faith Formation will be 
starting on September 13th.  Registration forms and 
photo release forms will be available for parents to 
fill out after worship on the 13th. 

Office Hours: 
 

 

Monday - Closed 
 

Tuesday – Friday 
9am – 1pm 

 

mailto:lisa.coffey@uccwestboro.org
mailto:pfaustine@princeton-ma.us
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PROPERTIES 
 

CHURCH TREE WORK 
 

The Properties Committee enlisted A1 Tree out of 
Framingham to do some pruning of The church’s 5 
trees, the results of which are shown in the photos 
below. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The two big maples along West Main St. were 
pruned to enhance the visibility of the front of the 
church and the 3 trees on the Church St. side were 
pruned to reduce overgrowth and to remove 
deadwood. 
 

The Properties Committee 

CHURCH LIGHT BULBS 
 

The Properties Committee changed the light bulbs in 
the sanctuary chandelier to a different shade, so the 
ones that were removed are in a box in the church 
library for anyone to take at no cost.  These bulbs 
have lower wattage, ( 12 versus 60) so electricity can 
be saved by their use. The Properties Committee 
 

 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

All women are invited to the Opening Fall Buffet 
Dinner on Monday, October 5, 2026. Social Hour 
and appetizers at 5:30 pm, dinner at 6:30 pm.  There 
are no dues, no membership lists etc., just come and 
enjoy an evening of fellowship and a nice dinner.  
Bring a friend or neighbor.  Programs for the year 
will be announced at the meeting.  The program 
committee is already lining up some fun and 
informative activities.  If you have any questions, 
contact the chairperson of programs committee 
Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671     
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
Save the Date!  September 18 and 19, 2026. 
Start cleaning out and downsizing!  Since we have 
more space for this sale we are accepting small 
furniture, lamps, seasonal items and holiday items. 
Items cannot be accepted until Sunday, September 
13, 2026.  Please don’t drop off items inside church 
before then as we don’t have any storage space and 
DO NOT drop off items outside church.  Items need 
to be clean and in a resaleable condition please. 
 

Thank you! Proceeds go to the kitchen renovation 
fund. 
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ABA Trio Concert Update: 
  
Adrianna Baltimore, Bill Cotton and Andrew Alper, 
known as the ABA Trio need to postpone their 
November 7th church concert to sometime in early 
2027. Bill needs to have an operation in mid-
September which will require a fair amount of 
recuperation time.  Please keep him in your prayers.   
 

70th EVERGREEN FAIR 
 
 

 
This year’s Evergreen Fair is scheduled for Saturday 
December 5th from 9am – 3pm.   For more 
information, contact one of the fair chairs - Sandy 
Horton, Linda Borglund or Cathie Achorn.  If you are 
cleaning or organizing this summer and have items 
that are new and could be sold in the Children’s 
Shop (Santa’s Workshop) drop off in the bin located 
in the church library.  Julie McCoskery will once 
again organize this popular part of the Fair.  Several 
small items have been donated already.  For more 
information about donating, call Cathie at 508-380-
8671. 
 

Women’s Fellowship is also collecting jewelry for the 
Jewelry Table. The jewelry team collects, organizes 
and cleans the jewelry months before the fair.   We 
thank you all for your donations. 
 

NOTES FROM THE BELL LOFT 
 
As I begin my 40th year of directing the Festival 
Ringers, I face the challenge of finding music for a 
smaller bell choir. We have gone from a choir of 12 
to a choir of 7 which includes Joe when we need 
him. Anyone interested in joining us is invited to 
come to a rehearsal. Learn to play a new 
instrument!! 
 

We will start rehearsing on Tuesday 9/1 from 7-8 pm 
and will ring on Sunday, 9/27. I have chosen a lovely 
arrangement of an old hymn “Balm in Gilead” for 6 
ringers, 12 bells.  
 

Sue Menzel 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION 
 

The following organization has acknowledged 
donations/contributions from our church:  
 

PCCM -“Walk for Mental Health” $ 500 
PCCM     $ 400 
SNEUCC – Proportional Givin:  $ 3,000 
SNEUCC    $ 490 
UCC One Great Hour of Sharing  $ 845 
Westborough Food Pantry  $ 945 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Reverend Betsy Dorsi, Pastor 
Rev.Betsy.Dorsi@uccwestboro.org 

 
Sue Menzel, Handbell Director  

westcongmusic@gmail.com 
 

Joseph Stillitano, Music Director 
Joseph.Stillitano@uccwestboro.org 

 
Linda Borglund, Director of Faith Formation 

Linda.Borglund@uccwestboro.org 
 

Ariana Dello Stritto 
Communication Coordinator 

Ariana.Dellostritto.uccwestboro.org 
 

Lisa Coffey 
Office Administrator 

Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org 
 

General Church Email 
info@uccwestboro.org 

Church Office Phone (508) 366-2000 
Church Website 

www.UCCwestboro.org 
 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregational
ChurchofWestborough 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Rev.Betsy.Dorsi@uccwestboro.org
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:Linda.Borglund@uccwestboro.org
mailto:Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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~ September 2026 ~ 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 1  
6:30pm - Building Committee /  

Board Rm 
7-8pm – Bell Rehearsal 

2  
3:30-4:30pm - Journey Home 
Singers 
6:30-8pm - Choir Rehearsal 

3  
 

4  
 

5 

 
6  
10am – Worship in Chapel 
COMMUNION 
 

7  
Church Office Closed 
 

8  
10:30am -Whitney Place Service 
7-8pm - Bell Rehearsal 

9  
9am - Weavers 
9:30am - Called to Care 
3:30-4:30pm – Journey Home 
Singers 
6:30-8pm – Choir Rehearsal 
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
10am Worship Service 

WELCOME HERE 
SUNDAY 

CHURCH PICNIC 

14 
Church Officed Closed 
 

6:30-8:30pm – Troop 100 Den 
meeting/Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm – Trustees Mtg/Board 
Rm 

15  
6:30pm – Building Committee / 
                Board Room 
7-8pm – Bell Rehearsal 

16  
3:30-4:30pm – Journey Home 
Singers 
6:30-8pm – Choir Rehearsal 
 

17  
 

18  
 

WF Yard Sale 
9AM – 1PM 

19  
 

WF Yard Sale 
8AM – 2PM  

20  
10am Worship Service 
 

21  
Church Office Closed 
7pm – Church Board/Board Rm 

22  
 7-8pm – Bell Rehearsal 
Dinner at Dismas House 
 

23  
3:30-4:30pm – Journey Home 
Singers 
6:30-8pm – Choir Rehearsal 
 

SPIRE DEADLINE 
 

24  
6-8PM – Troop 100 Court of 
Honor 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
10am Worship Service 
 

28  
Church Office Closed 
7:30pm – Missions/Zoom 

29  
7-8pm – Bell Rehearsal 
7:30pm – Missions/zoom 

30  
3:30-4:30pm – Journey Home 
Singers 
6:30-8pm – Choir Rehearsal 
 

SPIRE PUBLISHED 

 

 


