First Church of Christ

IN HISTORIC WETHERSFIELD

A Note from Pastor Todd

Among my favorite storybook lines are the words Aslan
speaks to Lucy while aboard the ship The Dawn Treader.
The crew have found themselves in a place of darkness
and fear. As they approach the ominous, they panic and
scramble for a way out. Lucy calls out to Aslan, the great
Lion of Narnia, the Jesus figure of C.S. Lewis' tales, for
help. In the darkness a light appears. Itis a living light in
a place of death. As it draws near to the ship and crew, a
voice can be heard. The words are unclear to all but Lucy.
Lewis writes:

No one except Lucy knew that as it circled the
mast it had whispered to her, “Courage, dear
heart,” and the voice, she felt sure, was Aslan's.

Courage, dear heart. With these three simple words,
Lewis captures eloquently the voice of Jesus to His people
in times of uncertainty.

What are you personally uncertain about today? Is it un-
certainty about a life decision? Uncertainty about the
future of a loved one or yourself? Uncertainty about a
recent diagnosis or challenging news? What about us
as the people of First Church? What are we uncertain
about? The future of our community? Our place in an
ever-changing cultural landscape?

In response to these questions, | believe that Jesus, like
Aslan, says to us, “Courage, dear heart!” His voice guides
us through dark waters. His voice steadies us when we
begin to panic. As you hear, and receive, these words
from Jesus may they strengthen you to remain steady.
Hold on to that word, steady, as we go further into
2024. May His voice give you the courage to remain
steady. As the author of Hebrews writes, “Let us hold un-
swervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised
is faithful” | have great hope for us as a family of faith for
the New Year! God is on the move, may we prepare our

hearts to align with His.
— Pastor Todd

Installation Service

Save the Date: On Sunday, February 25, at 2:00 pm in
the Meetinghouse, Rev. Todd Willard will be officially in-
stalled as the 29th Senior Minister of First Church of Christ
in Wethersfield. Dr.]. R. Briggs, who has served in various
pastoral roles and now works in leadership consulting,

has served as mentor to Todd over the past year and will
bring a timely message. A reception will be held follow-
ing in the Wells Fellowship Area. All are welcome as we
celebrate this next important step in First Church'’s history.

CONGREGATIONAL + GATHERED 1635

ASH WEDNESDAY
with Communion - 7:00 PM
Wednesday, February 14

LENTEN SERVICES

with Communion - 6:30 to 7:30 PM
Wednesdays, February 21 thru March 20

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Palm Sunday, March 24
9:00 AM Traditional | 10:30 Contemporary Service

Palm Sunday, March 24
First Church Choir and Brass Concert
4:00 PM | Meetinghouse

Maundy Thursday, March 28, 6:30 PM
Good Friday, March 29, 2:00 PM

Easter Sunday Services
March 31, 2024

SUNRISE SERVICE - 6:30 AM

On “Cemetery Hill” behind the Meetinghouse.

EASTER BREAKFAST - 7:00 AM
Keith Jones Hall
Suggested Donation is $5 for Individual $15 for Family

EASTER SERVICES
9:00 Contemporary | 10:30 Traditional
(in the Meetinghouse)

Plan to be with us for this holy moment of celebration, invite family,
friends, and guests to come and join you in the
Meetinghouse.



BOOK OF LIFE

ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE
James Evans, November 18, 2023

Jonathon L. Ensign, December 3, 2023
William Haines, December 5, 2023

Our Church unites in an expression of
heartfelt sympathy to their families.

Sunday Worship Times

First Sunday of the month combined
service at 10:00 a.m. with communion
All other Sundays
Traditional Service: 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary Service: 10:30 a.m.
Both services are live on our YouTube
channel at
First Church Wethersfield.
facebook.com/FirstChurchPage

FIRST NOW — If you would like to receive
our weekly email First Church Now, email
communications@firstchurch.org

GIVING — For info about e-giving—con-
tributing via a monthly automatic with-
drawal from your bank account—call the
Finance Office, 860.529.1575 x123. You
can also give online, at firstchurch.org
(the ONLINE GIVING tab).

STAFF LISTING

Kerry Alleyne ........ccccoeeeiinnenn. Custodian
Josh Arcata ....Director of Youth Ministries
Eddie Cruz .......ccccooviiiii Custodian
Marilyn Danielson ............ Office Assistant
Mike Davis .......cccccvene Propery Manager
Marie Fabian ................ Communications
Diana Ferraro ............... Finance Manager
Diane Galloway ........... Director of Caring

Ministries
Vicki Huffman ......... Director of Children’s

Ministries

Rob Lundy ..... Director of Technology and
Production Services

Sean McCarthy .............. Director of Music
Phoebe Ostergren................ Receptionist
Lisa Roncaioli........... Director of Preschool
Nathan Scalise ......Contemporary Worship

Leader
Todd Willard ..........cccceeueeene Senior Pastor
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P P February 14, March 13, April 10
Witness To the Resurrection | 5:30PM-6:30PM
Palm Sunday, March 24, 2024 Following the 10:00 AM
4:00 PM Combined Worship Service:
L First Church Choir Annual Meeting - April 7
First Church Brass Ensemble Heritage Luncheon - May 5
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i I cCarthy 0 | Forages4 yrsto completed 5th
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Easter Joy!

First Church is beautifully decorated with flowers on Easter Sunday, due to the generosity
of the congregation. You may add to the joy by making a memorial contribution. Suggested
donation is $35.

This completed form and your check (payable to “First Church of Christ”) should reach the
Church’s Finance Office by Monday, March 18. Either mail to First Church, or place in the
drop box located just outside the Finance Office.

This information (except phone number) will appear in print:

In loving memory of:

Your phone number:

PLEASE PRINT - USE ADDITIONAL PAPER IF NECESSARY




