
     Thank you for Serving! 

                    Today – July 5 Next Sunday – July 12 

LITURGIST: Marjorie Vitale  

USHERS: Tom & Connie Bell   David Johnson & Debbie Lawrence 

ACOLYTES: Owen Kersey   Ellie Johnson 

SECURITY TEAM: Joe Cox & Ron Hollandsworth   Joe Cox & Ron Hollandsworth 

ALTAR TEAM: Connie Bell, Patsy Sparks, & Judy 

Williamson 

Connie Bell, Patsy Sparks, & Judy 

Williamson 
 

This Week at St. Paul 

Sun, July 5 Frank Wickham & JOY Classes 

Worship Service – Holy Communion 

9:00AM-9:50AM 

10:00AM 

Mon, July 6 Baby Shop  

Lectionary Bible Study, JOY Classroom 

9:30AM-12:00PM 

6:00PM-7:30PM 

Tues, July 7 Recovery Ministry, AB 7:00PM-8:30PM 

Thurs, July 9 Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM 

Fri, July 10 Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM 

Sat, July 11 Baby Shop 

Recovery Game Night & Potluck, FH 

9:30AM-12:00PM 

6:00PM-8:30PM 
 

Next Week  

Sun, July 12 Frank Wickham & JOY Classes 

Worship Service – Mission Team Leaves for NC  

9:00AM- 9:50AM 

10:00AM 

Mon, July 13 Staff Meeting, Spare Office 

Baby Shop 

Lectionary Bible Study, JOY Classroom 

9:00AM 

9:30AM-12:00PM 

6:00PM-7:30PM 

Tues, July 14 Christiansburg Lions Club, FH 

Recovery Ministry, AB 

6:30PM-8:30PM 

7:00PM-8:00PM 

Thurs, July 16 Staff-Parish Relations, JOY Classroom  7:00PM 

Fri, July 17 Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM 

 

 

 

 

 

July 5, 2026                        Holy Communion Sunday_                        Ten O’Clock 
Please ask an usher for assistance for handicap access. 

Please turn your cell phone off or mute during worship. 
 

*Please stand for these acts of worship as you are able. 
 

Welcome!  God bless you as we worship on this historic Independence Day weekend!  
 

 

Gathering & Prelude                        “A Prayer for Peace”                                         Spencer Lane 

                                                        “Grant Us Thy Peace”                                Edward J. Hopkins 

                                                                        Carolyn Mills, pianist & Brandis Garwood, violinist 
 

Welcome                                                                                                       Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 

*Hymn                                   ♫696 “America the Beautiful”, vv. 1,2      Liturgist Marjorie Vitale 
 

*Unison Prayer                                                                                           Liturgist Marjorie Vitale 

Creator and God of all nations, we thank you for our country on the 250th anniversary  

of its founding. We thank you for its astounding natural beauty and its bountiful  

resources. We thank you for the freedoms and rights enshrined in our laws and for  

uniting diverse people from across the world into one nation. We thank you for our 

common history and life, acknowledging the sins committed by and among us but also 

celebrating the blessings we have from your hand. We pray that you will lead us to be  

ever more people of justice and peace. We pray that your will be done and your church  

will live out its mission in our communities, being transformative salt and light that  

turns hearts toward you. Bless this country, gracious Father, with peace, prosperity,  

and justice in the years to come, in the name of your Son and our only King, Jesus  

Christ.  Amen. 
 

*Hymn                               ♫519 “Lift Every Voice and Sing”, vv. 1,3    Liturgist Marjorie Vitale 
 

Children’s Story                                                                                            Pastor Mike Derflinger 

Children may go to Children’s Church afterwards. 

Announcements                                                                                            Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 

Sharing our Joys and Concerns                                                                    Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 

*Unison Prayer                                                                                           Liturgist Marjorie Vitale 

Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that 

sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Redeemer  

and Friend, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins, for which we  

humbly pray in these moments.  

Our Church Staff 

Mike Derflinger, Pastor, mikederflinger@vaumc.org, 540-631-4469 

Carol Slaughter, Administrative Assistant, office@stpaulvaumc.org, 540-382-2410 

Ashley Johnson, Director of Youth Ministries, youth@stpaulvaumc.org, 540-250-5587 

Carolyn Mills, Organist & Director of Choirs, organist@stpaulvaumc.org 

Robin Raines, Custodian, rainesrobin88@yahoo.com 

Saint Paul United Methodist Church 
220 West Main Street, Christiansburg, VA 24073 

 

 

 
Phone: (540)382-2410 Fax: (540)382-1373 

Web: www.stpaulvaumc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpaulvaumc.org/


Individual, silent confessions 
 

Words of Pardon and Assurance                                                                   Pastor Mike Derflinger      
 

Intercessory Prayer (Response: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 
 

Scripture                                                   1 Peter 2:15-17                         Liturgist Marjorie Vitale 
 

Message                                                        Freedom                                 Pastor Mike Derflinger        
 

Service of Holy Communion                                 

     Our Service of Holy Communion can be found on p. 14 and on the screen. When you come  

forward, please kneel or stand, whichever you are more comfortable doing.  

Please let an Usher know if you would like us to bring Communion to you. 
 

After you receive Communion, you’re invited to receive prayer at our Prayer Stations before 

returning to your pew. Please use the front pew to rest and wait as you need to.     
  

Our July Communion Offering 

You may leave a cash or check Communion offering, payable to St. Paul UMC.  

Today’s offering goes to The Baby Shop. Thank you! 
 

Unison Prayer after Communion                                                                  Pastor Mike Derflinger 

     Messiah Jesus, thank you for this sacrament that reminds us of how you love this  

world and call us to be your hands and feet. Help each one of us to be an active soul  

for you in 2026. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Stewardship Minute                                                                                      Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 

Offertory Prayer                                                                                 Liturgist Marjorie Vitale           

     Heavenly Father, we praise you for the liberty our nation enjoys. We remember the 

people who fought for our independence and served in so many ways. Thank you for  

the blessings of freedom — not only the political liberty we celebrate, but the spiritual 

freedom you have given us through Christ, who sets us free from sin, fear, and bondage. 

May our offerings today be a living sacrifice, flowing to your work in the world to heal,  

to serve, and to advance Your kingdom.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Offertory                                           “America the Beautiful”                              Samuel A. Ward 

                                                                        Carolyn Mills, pianist & Brandis Garwood, violinist 
                                                                                  

*Doxology 
 

*Recap 
 

*Closing Hymn                              ♫717 “Battle Hymn”, vv. 1,3,5          
 

*Benediction                                                                                                 Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 

*Postlude                                      “God Bless Our Native Land”                             Lowell Mason 

                                                       “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”                                 Henry Caney 

                                                                        Carolyn Mills, pianist & Brandis Garwood, violinist 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you are new to St. Paul, we hope you will worship with us again very soon. 

To catch all of our previous services, please go to our YouTube Channel 

StPaulUMCChristiansburgVA.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

              

Text: 1 Peter 2:15-17                                               Title: Freedom 

There is a ____________________________________. 
 

1.We are free ___________________________, not to earn salvation, but as _________ people 

who have already received it. 
 

2.We are free 

______________________________________________________________________. 
 

3.We are free from the burden of 

______________________________________________________________________. 
 

Honor everyone: 

______________________________________________________________________. 
 

Love the family of believers: 

______________________________________________________________________. 
 

Fear God: 

______________________________________________________________________. 
 

Honor the Emperor: 

______________________________________________________________________. 
 

“Every freedom has a price, and Christian freedom is no exception.” 
 

“This freedom is always growing, always becoming, 

always maturing, always pushing forward.” 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mark Your Calendar:  

Mission Trip July 12-18 to Western NC. Contact Todd: todd.fitch@concast.net  

July 17: ladies night at Wohlfahrt Dinner Theater. 

VBS July 20-23 at C’burg Pres., 6:00-8:15pm.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER LIST – Team Mark is our Caring Team this week 

SPUMC Congregation, friends, family members and neighbors 

Cancer Patients:  

Rob Bedford, Kathy G. Davis, Jamie Epperly, Jan Jackson, Matt McCoy, Susan Perry,  
 

Parkinson’s: Jim Clark 
 

Alzheimer’s: Roger Woolwine 

Kenny J.  
 

Health Issues: Ed & Sandra Hayes, Vicki Sciarretta, Jim Simpkins 

Amos Blair, Mike & Caren Gallimore, Mike Lee, Debra Scanland (friend of Priscilla Rollins) 
 

Recuperating from Surgery at Home: Bob Hockett, Les Badillo, John Eanes, Cam Mallory 
  

Grieving: Family of Deborah Johnson. Family of Jim Williamson. Family of Marvin Steele. 
 

If you wish to place someone on the prayer list for prayer only, please contact the church office, or write 

their name on the attendance pad with “prayer” after their name. If a person would like to receive 

ministry from our caring teams (cards, phone calls, visits, food, etc.) please list an address/phone number 

for our caring teams. Thank you! 

 

Birthday Celebrations this week – Jack Neff & Meghann Wade on July 6th; Henry Bass on 

July 7th; Karen Cox & Carol Gunter on July 8th; Layla Peters on July 9th; Emily Myers on July 

11th.                                                                                                              Happy Birthday to all! 

 

Wedding Anniversary Celebrations this week – Chip & Anne Lawson on July 7th;  

Rosa Griffith & Mark Vaught on July 8th.                                           Happy Anniversary to all! 

 

Flowers are placed on the altar today in memory of Helen Marchi on her birthday July 7th. 

                                                                                                         Given by Tom & Susan Marchi 

 

Support our Mission Trip! We need volunteers from the congregation to send a slice of home 

along with our home repair team in the form of… food! The main request is for five different 

casseroles (or similar) frozen in disposable aluminum trays, enough to server 10+ hungry 

volunteers. Please note what you plan to make so we avoid repeats. Contact Todd at 

missions@stpaulvaumc.org who will update everyone as different dishes are volunteered. Other 

suggestions are non-refrigerated desserts that travel well, frozen breakfast sandwiches, and 

flavored powdered drink mix or packets. We do not use individual disposable bottles so NO 

water bottles or liquid Gatorade, etc. please. Bring your casseroles and other foods to the church 

kitchen before the service on 12 July. Words of encouragement with food donations are always 

appreciated. To support the team with cash for gas, miscellaneous expenses, materials, and 

scholarships, drop a check in the offering plate or at the church office with "Volunteers in 

Mission 201-200-4353" in the memo field. Food, money, and of course your prayers show your 

support if you’re unable to join the team in person. Thank you all! 

 

Worship Attendance June 28, 2026 

In-Person 

Adults 

Children’s 

Church 

Livestreaming 

(Real Time) 

YouTube 

(Recorded) 

Total 

Worship 

55 5 13 58 131 

July Stewardship 

AMOUNT NEEDED FOR JULY $32,500. We have four Sundays in July. 

July Offering Counters: Wayne Bishop, Doris Elliott 

TOTAL JUNE STEWARDSHIP                         06/28                       Total 

General Fund – Offerings and Loose Plate $12,369 $22,113 

General Fund – Online Giving $879.35 $4,406.59 

 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS JUNE                             06/28                        Total 

Communion Offering (Baby Shop) $ $330 

Facility Use $ $400 

MCEAP Summer Feeding $ $25 

Alta Mons Scholarship $220 $545 

Baby Shop $80 $130 

Mission Trip $420 $620 

Car Wash $ $125 

Bereavement $ $200 

Media $ $75 

Children’s Church $500 $500 

Youth Group $500 $500 

 



Consider donating to our Camp Alta Mons Scholarship Fund this month. We have over a 

dozen registered children and youth from our congregation going this year. The different camp 

options and tuition rates are in the June newsletter. Checks should be made payable to St. Paul 

UMC with “Alta Mons scholarships” in the memo line. 

 

Summer Camp at Alta Mons. We have a number of children and youth from St. Paul attending 

camp this summer and also one youth serving on camp staff. 

Please remember these young people and all Alta Mons campers, staff and families in your 

prayers over the next four weeks. 
 

Anna 

Daphne 

Edgar 

Ellie 

Fynn 

Harper 

Henry 

Isaac 

Maggie 

Owen E. 

Owen K. 

Rose  

William 

Wyatt 

*George (camp staff) 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This summer's Christiansburg Community VBS will be happening at Christiansburg 

Presbyterian Church (107 W. Main Street, Christiansburg, VA 24073) July 20, 21, 22, and 23 

from 6:00 - 8:15 p.m. each night. Activities will be offered for ages pre-K through 8th grade. Our 

theme this year is Fruits of the Spirit - especially Love, Joy, Peace, Patience. We will have 

lessons and expressions of those great gifts that come from above. We are bringing back our 

puppet friends Willow, River, and Ellis, and they'll be meeting people from our local 

community. Dinner will be served at 6, and be followed up with a Bible story, music, crafts, and 

activities. Sign-in opens up at 5:45. Parents or Guardians are welcome to stay and have dinner 

with us! The program wraps up promptly at 8:15 p.m. each night. To register, please fill out this 

form https://forms.gle/MycK2h3dHsTpQtMcA. 

 

Nurture Team – Bike Group: Current and potential future bike riders, the Bike Group would 

like to gather information, (names, phone number, email) in order to better communicate with 

the group and for potential time/date changes, weather postponements, etc.  Please send your 

information to Barry King at slcountrycrafts@yahoo.com, or call 304-887-7093. Thank you! 

The Bike Group is in need of old/used bikes – if anyone has any old/used bikes they are no 

longer using and would like to donate to the bike group, please see Barry King or Sherry 

Spencer. These will be used for folks that would like to ride but do not have a bike. Thank you! 

 

Recovery Game Night & Potluck - Join Wesley Recovery Mission on Saturday, July 11, 2026, 

from 6:00 PM to 8:30 PM at St. Paul UMC for an evening of food, fellowship, games, and 

encouragement. This event is open to anyone in recovery, family members, friends, and 

community supporters. Bring a favorite dish to share if you're able and enjoy a welcoming 

atmosphere focused on hope, healing, and faith.  

For more information, contact Greg at (540) 449-7679. 

 

Wesley Recovery Mission - Why the change? You may wonder why the name was changed. 

When we decided to move away from Life Recovery, a ministry under New Life Ministries we 

were without a name. After some thought and prayer we came up with the name: Wesley 

Recovery Mission. The name says who we are and the purpose all in a few words. 

 

Outreach Hygiene Program – The Outreach Team is adding a hygiene program to our 

Recovery Ministry. Donations of hygiene items starting now and going through September. 

There is a box placed in the Narthex with lists of needed items that you can take with you.  

Thank you.   

 

Please remember our members and neighbors in assisted living: 
 

Kroontje Health Care Center, 1000 Litton Ln., Blacksburg, VA 24060  

Ruth Boothe, rm 308, Cell: 919-906-5097 
 

English Meadows, 3400 South Point Dr., Blacksburg, VA 24060 

Wayne & Dolores Brockenbrough, Apt.217 

Margaret Woolwine, rm. 235 
 

Commonwealth Senior Living, 201 Wheatland Ct., Christiansburg, VA 24073 
Bonnie Cochran, rm. 208 

Mary Childress, rm. 113 
 

328 Fieldstone Ln., Blacksburg, VA 24060 

Kathy Davis  

(540-250-2163 - mail cards to Rachel Link, 1534 Catawba Rd., Blacksburg, VA 24060) 
 

3719 Knollridge Rd., Salem, VA 24153 

Marg Modlin  
 

Manchester Commons – Woodside Place, 6351 West Lake Road, Erie, PA 16505  

Roger & Brenda Woolwine, Brenda’s Cell Number: 540-320-0986 
 

And our dear friends and neighbors: 
 

650 N Jefferson St., Apt. 218, Roanoke, VA 24016 

Former Pastor: Rev. Art & Willie Wingfield 

mailto:slcountrycrafts@yahoo.com

