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QUEST FOR IDENTITY

The Caterpillar and Alice looked at each other for some time in silence: at last the Caterpillar took the pipe out of its mouth,
and addressed her in a languid, sleepy voice.

“Who are you?” said the Caterpillar.

This was not an encouraging opening for a conversation. Alice replied, rather shyly, “I—1I hardly know, sir, just at present—at
least I know who 1 WAS when I got up this morning, but I think I must have been changed several times since then.” (Alice’s
Adpentures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll)

Who are you? Our identity often begins to form from things like belonging to a single group of people, family back-
grounds, and personal choices. This changes as we get older, becoming more defined as we experience life and
change roles, social groups, and beliefs. Do you think you are the same person you were when you were a teenag-
et, a college student, or a young adult?

How do others see yon? 1f we’re honest, how much of our identity is formed by other people’s perceptions or expecta-
tions? Because we can feel torn between who we truly are inside and what society, family, or friends expect us to
be, we can struggle with self-image and doubt.

Are you a product of your environment or formed despite it? Major life changes, transitions, trauma, and loss can cause peo-
ple to struggle with the true shape of their character. You can develop self-preserving characteristics when your
surroundings change—or when you intentionally alter them—and your self-concept adapts in response. This can
alter your perception of your place in the world.

Who does GOD say you are? He describes us all as individually formed and unconditionally loved, inherent in dignity,
value, and worth. God says we were all created with intention, provision, and unique purpose prepared long in
advance. In following His path, we can be given a new identity.

People navigate a quest for identity through a lifelong process of self-reflection. Trying out new roles, we sort pet-
sonal values from external expectations. This journey involves moving past old habits as well as exploring core
beliefs and accepting that who we are changes over time. Each of our stories shows a person trying to understand
who they are and what their purpose is. Can we see all of this through the eyes of God?

In Sunday School, our theme for the year is just that: “Quest for Identity.” In each Bible story, identities are trans-
formed when they encounter God, face a challenge, or make a significant choice.

Mary struggles to understand her new identity as the mother of Jesus. She must accept God’s calling and figure out
what it means to be both a young woman and the mother of the Messiah. Peter’s visions challenge his understand-
ing of who he is and what he believes. He learns that his identity as a Jewish follower of Christ should not prevent
him from accepting Gentiles as part of God’s people. Jacob battles with his identity in relation to his brother,
Esau. He is known as a deceiver and spends much of his life trying to gain what he thinks he deserves. His en-
counter with God changes him and gives him a new identity as Israel.

In David’s story, and many others, we learn that God does not pick perfect people. All of us fall short—ijust like
they did—and we are all still loved and important—ijust like they were. Let us see ourselves and our neighbors as
God sees us!

We appreciate your prayers for the children we serve, near and far. My identity is rooted in my calling to provide
an environment for children that is conducive to learning and growing in faith—hopefully, a faith that places their

identity as God’s child at the core. What's yours? M



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Immediately following worship this Sunday, August
23, Brenthaven Church will hold a congregational
meeting to elect the Elder class of 2029. This meeting
will be for in-person attendees. Four dedicated mem-
bers have been nominated for this class. They are:

Larry Davidson, Deborah Deaton,
Jan Marshall, and Anita Tilley.

We are thankful to these members for their willingness
to serve.

A special thanks goes to Jeri Behan, Jan Davidson,
Russ Deaton, and Joe Malloy for their service, which
will come to a close at the end of August. Brenthaven
is blessed to have so many faithful persons who answer
the call to serve.

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDY

Join us for our new Sunday School study, Hebrews:
Grace and Gratitude by David DeSilva. The book
traces the themes of grace and gratitude through
this unique New Testament book.

Through this study, you will receive a deeper appre-
ciation for the salvation we have received through
Christ and hear afresh God’s call to a life of gratitude
and faithfulness. We will begin on August 30 in the
Adult Library.

SCENES FORM OUR CHURCH PICNIC

BOOKEND BOOK CLUB

The Boxcar Librarian by Brianna Labuskes is
August’s pick for the BookEnd Book Club,
meeting Thursday, August 20 at 9:30 am in the
Adult Library.

CPWM NEWS

For this month’s CPWM meeting on August
28, we will be taking lunch to the Loads of Love
laundry ministry at Brush Hill C.P. Church. We
will be meeting here at Brenthaven at 10:00 am
to carpool. Bring what you signed up for or call
Ame Satterwhite with any questions.

FIFTH SUNDAY SERVICE RALLY

Youth from across Nashville Presbytery are com-
ing together at Brush Hill CP Church on August
30 for a day of worship, service, and fun, benefiting
Sacred Sparks! Come serve alongside other CP
youth, make some new friends, and make a differ-
ence together. Talk to Ean if you’d like to join us!

JoiN Us!

Our Monday Matinee will continue with the
House of David series on Monday, September 14
(the second Monday of each month through mid
November). See everyone at 9:45 am in the Adult
Library. Movie rolls at 10:00 am! Join us!




PRAYER CONCERNS

Recent Additions
C.P. Churches in Columbia, South America

Members

Jane Allen, Joan Bledsoe, Joyce Burch, Phyllis
Burkhalter, David Dowland, Bob Dozier, Marilyn
Ewen, Anna Ford, Carol Ford, Barbara Gentry, Tim
Ghianni, Paul Gonzales, Suzanne Hawkins, Tommy
Hennesy, Suzanne Johnson, Barbara Loyall, Mary
Marshall, Dawn & Walter McBee, Marty Morris, Rose
O’Hara, Bonnie Pierce, Larry Pulley, Jodi Rush, Phil
Slagle, Cheryl & Don Tabor, Jane & James Talley

Family and Friends

Cherry Ann Bates (fiiend of Darlene Rush), Beth Brakebill (sister
of Joe Malloy), Steve Brown (fiiend of the Rush family), Mary Ruth
Campbell (step-mother of Barry & Darryl Campbell), Brenda
Copeland (niece of Martha Stewart), John Copeland (nephew of
Martha Stewart), Chrissy Deaton (sister-in-law of Russ Deaton),
Melody Dobbins (daughter-in-law of Kathy & Bill Dobbins), Mary
Dale Edwards (wother of John Edwards), Kristen Ertel (co-worker
of Aaron Ferry), Garry Fetry (uncle of Aaron Ferry), Bill Garrett
(son of Beverly Garrett), Dani Ghulam (friend of Sandra & Scott
Shepherd), Gregg Gross (father of Ben Gross), Gary Harmon
(friend of Shali & Frank Scott), BExin Hughes (friend of Frank Scott),
Chazz Jones (fiiend of the Crafting gronp), Hudson Jones (friend of
Joan Bledsoe’s family), River Leonard (daughter of co-worker of Sharon
Mallgy), Walter McBee, Jr. (son of Walter McBee, Sr.), Jim
McCulley (father of Jay McCulley), Bob & Sally Martsh (parents of
John Marsh), Bettie Mason (fisend of Barbara Dial), Butch Mayes
(friend of Walter McBee), Nece Melton (mother of Ean Taylor & Rena
Sutton), Colton Osborne (family friend of Rena Sutton), Joan Peay
(mother of Trent Johnson), Rick Prentice (son-in-law of Ben Davis),
Kinsley Ramey (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Troy Rhone (nephew
of Scott Shepherd), Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz Strickland), Bob
Seigenthaler (friend of Bob Dozier), Marjorie Shepherd (mother of
Sharon Malloy), Casey Sherwin (co-worker of Scott Strickland), Bill
Shouse (uncle of Larry Pulley), Judy Smith (friend of Janiece Redmon),
Brittany Spradling, Caden Sullivan (grandson of Nina Sullivan),
Nina Sullivan, Bill Turner (brother-in-law of Chery! Tabor), Lynn
Underwood (daughter of Dawn McBee), Sam Warren (son of Cindi
& Jobn Edwards), Jack Whitmore (father of Brooke Gross),
Kathryn Wright (mother of Nashville 911 worker), those serving
our Couﬂtfy

Deaths

Family of Gladys Belew
Family of Sinh Dang (future father-in-law of Lanra Pulley)

‘K GRADUATE SPOTLIGHT

Charles Solak, Jr. received a
Bachelors of Accounting with

University. He will begin pursuing
a Master of Taxation at FIU this
fall. He is the son of Dotris
Cantagallo. Congratulations,
Charles!

KOK/YOUTH POOL PARTY

We had a great time last Sunday starting the new
school year with a splash and sharing our plans for
the year. There are so many things to look forward to!

THANK YOU, MEGAN!

After many years serving as Brenthaven's Treasurer,
Megan Gregali is stepping away from those duties.
She has been so faithful, handling the work with dedi-
cation and professionalism. “Thank you,” doesn’t
seem to be enough words for the time and effort she
has given. It takes an organized and detailed person to
handle the role and Megan served with aplomb. We
appreciate her so much!

Brenthaven is now searching for a new Treasurer. If
you feel that you have the skillset to serve in the role
and feel a calling to do so, please contact the church
office or Russ Deaton. We ask for your prayers during
this time of transition.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M.

PHONE: (615) 373-4826
FAX: (615) 373-4869

www.brenthaven.org

Stamp

UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug 20

Aug 23

Aug 26
Aug 27
Aug 28
Aug 30

9:30 AM BookEnd Book Club (Adult Library)
11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
12:00 PM Congregational Meeting

6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR AUGUST 23

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (green)

Exodus 1:8-2:10 and Psalm 124;
Isaiah 51:1-6 and Psalm 138;
Romans 12:1-8;

Matthew 16:13-20

10:00 AM CPWM at Loads of Love (meet to carpool) STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR AUGUST 16

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
57 PM Youth Volunteer Night

OPERATING BUDGET

Dedicated Giving $150.00
Donations towards Budgeted Expense 11,107.44
Manse Rental Income 4,915.66
Weekly Need 10,835.00
Received Year-to-Date 353.452.51
Actual Spend Year-to-Date 363,161.44
Difference -9,708.93

STAFF & LEADERSHIP

Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor Session — The Elders

Ean Taylor, Associate Pastor Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Rena Sutton, Director of Children’s Ministry Jeti Behan Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell
Linda Pullev. Director of Musi Jan Davidson Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins

. a Tufley, Lrec 9r of Ausic Russ Deaton Mike Murphy Frank Scott
Amity Marsh, Organist Joe Malloy Ame Satterwhite Scott Strickland

Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.otg)




