
November 9, 2025 Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost  

GRACE  >  JOY 
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WELCOME 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before our almighty God 
to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of 
God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
COMMUNION  

The Lord’s Supper will be offered to our members during the service this morning. 
Lamb of God follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that 
only members of Lamb of God partake of the sacrament. Our pastor is eager to speak 
with anyone who would like to commune with us in the future. 
 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

Reaching Up. Reaching Out. Reaching Across. 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Clinton Alcorn alcornclinton@yahoo.com 480-707-3494 

Scott Arthur scottarthur70@gmail.com 480-695-1612 

Dave Hackett daveht2k@yahoo.com 480-200-3265 

Dennis Niska dennis.niska@gmail.com 630-605-8624 

Ryan Pearson ryanppearson26@gmail.com 575-430-1994 

WEBSITE: MyLambofGod.org 
CALENDAR: MyLambofGod.org/calendar 

FACEBOOK: facebook.com/MyLambofGod 
INSTAGRAM: @LambofGodLutheran 
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The Gathering     
 

OPENING HYMN: Creation Sings the Father's Song 

Grace  >  Joy 
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INVOCATION  
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
 
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive 
me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
ABSOLUTION 
 
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in 

Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:  
 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
C:  Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE: Give Thanks 

 
Give thanks with a grateful heart   
Give thanks to the Holy One   
Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.   
Give thanks with a grateful heart   
Give thanks to the Holy One   
Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.   
   
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!”   
Let the poor say, “I am rich!”   
Because of what the Lord has done for us.   
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!”   
Let the poor say, “I am rich!”   
Because of what the Lord has done for us, give thanks!  
   
(Musical Interlude)   
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Give thanks with a grateful heart   
Give thanks to the Holy One   
Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.   
 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!”   
Let the poor say, “I am rich!”   
Because of what the Lord has done for us.   
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!”   
Let the poor say, “I am rich!”   
Because of what the Lord has done for us, give thanks!   

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Lord God, forgive the wrongdoing of your people, and be gentle with us in our weakness. 

Deliver us from the bondage of our sin, and direct us to the path of righteousness; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
C: Amen. 

 

The Word     
 
FIRST READING: Micah 7:18-20  

There is no God like the LORD. He is defined by his pardoning, forgiving grace. 

18 Who is a God like you, 
    who pardons sin and forgives the transgression 
    of the remnant of his inheritance? 
You do not stay angry forever 
    but delight to show mercy. 
19 You will again have compassion on us; 
    you will tread our sins underfoot 
    and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. 
20 You will be faithful to Jacob, 
    and show love to Abraham, 
as you pledged on oath to our ancestors 
    in days long ago.  

 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
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SECOND READING: Romans 5:6-11 

The gift of God’s grace is seen most clearly in Christ’s death for sinners. 

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly 
dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s 
wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through 
the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his 
life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received reconciliation. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: God Loved the World So That He Gave  (CW 391) 

 
1. God loved the world so that he gave his only Son the lost to save 

That all who would in him believe should everlasting life receive. 
 

2. Christ is the solid rock of faith, who was made flesh and suffered death. 
All who confide in him alone are built on this chief cornerstone. 
 

3. God would not have the sinner die his Son with saving grace is nigh. 
His Spirit in the Word does teach how we the blessed goal may reach. 
 

4. Be of good cheer, for God's own Son forgives the sins that you have done. 
You're justified by Jesus' blood; baptized, you are a child of God. 
 

5. When you are sick, when death draws near, this truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves my soul from death this is the anchor of my faith! 
 

6. Glory to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To you, O blessed Trinity, be praise now and eternally! 

 

SERMON: Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; 
he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he 
was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree 
to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 
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 5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down 
immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him 
gladly. 

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four 
times the amount.” 

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 
Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers    
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
M:  Almighty and most merciful God, you know the burden that guilt places upon our hearts. You 

see what we try to conceal, the sins we cannot forget, the failures we cannot undo. Yet you 
invite us to come before you—not with excuses, but with repentance and faith in your mercy. 

 
C:  There is no God like you, O Lord, who pardons sin and forgives transgression. 
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M:  We praise you for the gift of your grace revealed in Jesus Christ. While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. Through his cross and resurrection, you have declared us righteous and 
reconciled us to yourself. 

 
C:  Grant that we may rest secure in your forgiveness and live each day in the joy of our 

salvation. 
 
M:  Lord Jesus, as you once called Zacchaeus from the tree and entered his home with mercy and 

grace, so come into our hearts and homes this day. Fill us with gratitude and transform our 
lives by your love. 

 
C:  Let your grace renew our hearts, that we may reflect your compassion and generosity in all 

we do. 
 
M:  Strengthen all who serve in your Church to proclaim your Word faithfully. May the good news 

of your pardoning grace reach every burdened conscience and every broken heart. 
 
C:  Use us, O Lord, as instruments of your peace and channels of your redeeming grace. 
 
M:  Have mercy, O Lord, on all who are troubled by guilt, sorrow, or despair. Lift their eyes to the 

cross of Christ, where every sin has been atoned for and every debt fully paid. 
 
C:  Restore to them the joy of your salvation and uphold them with your Holy Spirit. 
 
M:  Grant healing to the sick, comfort to the sorrowing, hope to the dying, and steadfast faith to 

all your people. Let the light of your grace shine upon us and through us, until we behold you 
in glory everlasting. 

 
C:  We rejoice that nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
M:  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through 

your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, in whose name we join to pray the prayer that he taught: 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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  Holy Communion    
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 

C: Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
Lamb of God follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that only members 
of Lamb of God partake of the sacrament. Our pastor is eager to talk with anyone who would like 
to commune with us in the future. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
 Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN: His Mercy Is More 

(to verse 2) 

(sing Refrain twice) 

Refrain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
LAMB OF GOD BIBLE CLASSES 

Children's Sunday School - Children meet at the front of church at 10:45am on Sundays after 
our service and fellowship. 

Sunday Bible Class - After the children's lesson, there is a 19-minute study on idolatry. 
Foundations - Thursdays at 5pm, at church or online via Zoom.  
Women's Weekly Study - This study will finish up on a future date to be determined. 
 

 
 
CHURCH WORKDAYS 
 Join us Saturday, November 15, at 8am, for our next workday. Please bring 

work gloves if you have them.  
 Save the date for our church Christmas decorating on Saturday morning, 

November 29. 
 

 
NEXT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16  
 There will be a brief presentation by Jeffrey Weinstein of Arizona Christian School Tuition 

Organization (ACSTO). This school tuition organization (STO) exists to give Arizona students the 
opportunity to attend a Christian school, and he’ll explain how you can help provide Christian 
education to our youth. 

 In addition, our annual all-congregation meeting will be held after the fellowship time on this 
Sunday. All members are encouraged to attend.  

Creation Sings the Father's Song; Keith & Kristyn Getty & Stuart Townend Copyright © 2008 Thankyou Music  
 
Give Thanks; Henry Smith © 1970 by Integrity's Hosanna! Music. All rights reserved. Used by permission.   
 
God Loved the World So That He Gave; Text and tune: public domain 
 
His Mercy Is More; Matt Boswell and Matt Papa; © 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs, Getty Music Publishing, Love Your Enemies 
Publishing, Messenger Hymns (admin. Music Service, Inc.) 
 
THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

GIVING TO LAMB OF GOD 
If you wish to give your offering to Lamb of God online, this QR code is provided for 
your convenience. Several types of payment are accepted on this secure site. Thank 
you for your financial gifts to assist with the ministry of Lamb of God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING MEAL 
If you haven’t signed up already and plan to attend this year’s Thanksgiving Feast on Sunday, 
November 23, please do so by today (November 9). There are also a few more opportunities to 
help with set up and serving for those who wish to serve in this way. There will be a brief meeting 
immediately following our service today for those who have signed up to help out. Please plan to 
attend. If you have any questions, please contact Charly Arthur.   
 
CARING CARDS  
Do you still need a card for Veteran's Day or Thanksgiving? A few new handmade cards have been 
added to the selection available in the fellowship area for a freewill donation of $1 each. Thank 
you for supporting this ministry! The November 12 card workshop is canceled and rescheduled to 
November 19, 10am at Lamb of God. See you then!  
 
CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS 

Plans are being made for a morning of Christmas fun for kids 
on Saturday, December 6, 9-11am at church. If you would like 
your child(ren) to attend, please fill out this registration form 
now so we can plan for numbers. There is more information 
about the event at this link. Join us! 

 
WOMEN’S ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT 
Save the date: Wednesday, December 3, 6:30pm, at church. We’ll have a 
light dinner, an Advent devotion, and time for fellowship. This will also 
be your first opportunity to greet your 2025 Secret Sister and let her 
know who has been praying for her all year! Watch for a sign up in our 
weekly email. We hope to celebrate the season with you. 
 
WINTER/SPRING LIFE GROUPS 
The form for the Winter/Spring Life Groups is available starting today. This session will run from 
January 11 to April 11. Look on the Welcome Table. If you wish to continue a group or start a new 
one, please have the form to Pastor by Sunday, December 7. 
 

 

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND CARE 
Your prayr request will be treated with great discretion and shared with a limited 
group of prayer warriors who will consider it a gift to cover you in prayer. This is 
also a way to reach the Caring Committee if you need other assistance. 


