
CHRISTOPHER STERLING RECEIVES ACSO’S 2025 YOUNG MUSICIAN LEADERSHIP AWARD  

Thursday, July 10, 2025 – The Association of California Symphony Orchestras (ACSO) is proud to announce that 
Christopher Sterling, bassist with the Southern California Philharmonic, an educator, and conductor, has been 
selected as the recipient of the 2025 Young Musician Leadership Award. This recognition includes a financial 
honorarium and will be presented at ACSO’s 2025 Annual Conference in Costa Mesa, August 7–9.  

Launched in 2023, the Young Musician Leadership Award honors a middle school, high school, or college 
student who participates in a music ensemble and shows exceptional promise as a future leader in the 
performing arts. Award recipients go above and beyond to serve their orchestra, school, peer group, or 
community through leadership, vision, and service.  

Sterling was nominated by his internship supervisor, Dr. Melissa Marius, President of the Board of Directors of 
the Southern California Philharmonic.  Dr. Marius praised his rare combination of musicianship, leadership, and 
social impact:  

“Christopher Sterling’s leadership demonstrates innovativeness and determination as he forges new paths for 
the benefit of our community,” said Dr. Marius. “As an early-career orchestral conductor and an inaugural 
member of SoCalPhil’s internship pilot program, he achieves positive impacts through his work in education, 
mentorship, and artistic direction.”  

Maestro Branden Muresan, the Conductor and Musical Director of the Southern California Philharmonic, 
added, “Christopher Sterling’s openness to share his story and serve as an inspiration to the younger 
generation of musicians has positively impacted the lives of many students who look up to him as both a 
musician and a mentor.”   

In addition to his work with SoCalPhil, Sterling recently completed a dual bachelor’s degree in music education 
and double bass performance at California State University, Long Beach – Bob Cole Conservatory of Music. He 
teaches at four different public schools across Long Beach, Irvine, and Garden Grove, where he mentors 
students from under-resourced communities. Driven by his own experiences as a Latino student growing up in 
an underserved area, Sterling is committed to expanding access to music education. He connects his students 
with vital resources and leads by example, showing them that financial circumstances should never limit one's 
potential in the arts.  

As a conductor and organizer, Sterling recently launched “Summer Reading Orchestra at The Beach,” a tuition-
free initiative that offers local musicians an inclusive space to build ensemble skills, explore orchestral 
repertoire, and collaborate in a supportive environment. Sterling will continue leading this project this summer 
as he enters his Master’s studies in conducting at CSULB in the fall of 2025.  

Sterling's leadership journey began in high school, where he founded and directed the Garden Grove High  
School big band jazz ensemble at the age of 15. Encouraged by his band director and recognizing the need for 
a jazz program, he stepped into a leadership role that would define his future. Since graduating, he has 
returned to Garden Grove High to mentor the jazz ensemble, and he is currently helping to launch a new jazz 
band program at Helen Keller Middle School.  

“Christopher’s story is one of initiative, empathy, and extraordinary dedication to music education,” said ACSO  
Executive Director Sarah Weber. “He is not only a gifted musician, but a generous leader who uplifts others and 
builds opportunity where none existed before. He represents the future of the orchestral field—diverse, 
visionary, and deeply rooted in community. We are thrilled to recognize him with this award.”  



ACSO congratulates Christopher Sterling and celebrates his outstanding contributions as a performer, educator, 
and changemaker in California’s music community. 

	 # # #  

The Southern California Philharmonic (SoCalPhil) is a community-based, all-volunteer orchestra based in Orange 
County, California, under the baton of Maestro Branden Muresan. Established over two decades ago, the 
ensemble has evolved into a full-scale symphony orchestra whose repertoire includes classical masterworks, 
holiday pops, and world premieres. Education is central to SoCalPhil’s mission: the orchestra hosts an annual 
Young Artists Solo Competition (ages 5–23), awards scholarships, and presents youth showcase concerts each 
spring. A 501(c)(3) nonprofit, SoCalPhil actively partners with other organizations to bring cultural enrichment to 
the region. In March 2025, SoCalPhil produced Symphonic Spotlight for Pat Nixon Day of Service; this free-
admission concert, celebrating Asian, Hispanic, and European music at the Nixon Presidential Library, was 
supported by leading funders, including the National Endowment for the Arts. Having sent its first delegation to 
the United Nations in 2024, SoCalPhil continues to expand its local impact with global perspectives. https://
www.socalphil.org/  

The Association of California Symphony Orchestras (ACSO), founded in 1969, is a member service organization 
representing 130+ orchestras and music organizations and their 2,000 board and staff in its network. ACSO’s 
members are comprised of professional, academic, youth, and community-based orchestras, choruses, and 
festivals in California and the western region. ACSO’s annual awards program recognizes remarkable individuals 
and organizations for their meaningful contributions to the orchestra field.  

To read about all the 2025 award winners, visit: www.acso.org 
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