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Our August communion offering supports Faith Kasoni, mission worker in the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa. 
 

Ms. Kasoni’s position as Safeguarding Officer involves work primarily with 
women and girls. Additionally, she regularly interfaces with elders of the local 
communities. Much of her time is spent in high schools and primary schools 
encouraging girls to value education, to seek careers for themselves, and 
educating them about the importance of menstrual hygiene. Ms. Kasoni 
encourages the girls to mentor one another and create solid female friendships 
that will help them navigate their culture safely.  She has found that as she wins 
favor in a community, she is able to educate the community about harmful 
cultural practices like Female Genital Mutilation, child marriages, the importance 
of education, and other gender focused issues. 
 
Ms. Kasoni leads youth camps during the school holidays where students are 
welcomed from local villages for bible study and life skills training. This August, 
Faith assisted with a youth forum involving more than 700 children and young 
adults ages 8 years to 25 years. Different village groups were brought together 
helping to bridge centuries of tribalism and misunderstandings between villages. 
Faith’s role is to plan the activities and facilitate them during the camps. 
  
Adult seminars are held every month for three days of lessons about the Bible, 
agriculture, and “safeguarding”. Safeguarding is taught to adults to prevent child 
neglect, child abuse, child labor, and to ensure children’s right to education. Ms. 
Kasoni’s approach has been commended by other mission co-workers because 
she is making great headway, not just with the girls, but also with male elders. 

Philip –Eye  
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Save the date...  

Friday, June 11 —  
Monday, June 14, 2027  

Campus Planning Update  
At a called meeting on July 21, the Session authorized the 
formation of a study committee to examine all the re-
sources available to the church for a potential building pro-
ject. Members of this committee include Lee Ardell, David 
Castro, Pam Keever, Rhonda Sands, and Al Waldrop. 
Their fact-finding work is expected to take a couple of 
months.  

 
5 Calls is the easiest and most effective way for US con-

stituents to make a political impact, and calling your con-
gressperson is the most effective way to influence policy 

(https://5calls.org/why-calling-works/). What’s im-
portant to you? 5 Calls provides you with a script with 

detailed talking points and tells you who to call based on 
your location. 

Go to https://5calls.org/ 

Sabbatical Coming Soon!  
While the bags are not yet packed, the plans are mostly in 
place for my sabbatical leave that begins August 10. The 
first stage of the trip for Deb, Marlowe, and me is a long 
drive to Maine. Just after Labor Day, Deb and I travel to 
Great Britain. After a few days in the charming cathedral 
city of York, we’re off on two extended walks: one in the 
Yorkshire Dales, following a 55-mile path called the Her-
riot Way; and one along the Scottish border, following a 65
-mile path that visits places of significance in the life of the 
7th century monastic leader St. Cuthbert. The St. Cuthbert 
walk concludes on Lindisfarne (Holy Island), which is ac-
cessible only when the tide allows! While we’re traipsing 
across England and Scotland, Marlowe will be with Deb’s 
sister in Boston. Deb and I return to the US at the begin-
ning of October and reunite with Marlowe. The three of us 
will spend most all of October in Maine and then slowly 
make our way back to Houston. If the way be clear, I’ll be 
back at St. Philip on November 9.  
 

I leave with gratitude for 
skilled and trusted colleagues 
who can tend well to life and 
ministry at St. Philip while I’m 
away. Knowing that things will 
be fine here makes it much easi-
er to go there. I’m also grateful 
for the kindness and generosity 
of the congregation in making 
our pastoral sabbatical pro-
gram possible. I’m eager to 
explore and receive what God 
is making available for me in 
this coming leave. In last month’s Philip-Eye, I shared the 
scripture passages that will guide my reflections during 
these three months. We’ll also have them available in our 
weekly worship bulletins with the invitation that you might 
reflect with me along the way. 
 
Yours on the journey! 

 

Please join the Personnel Committee for cake on 

Sunday, August 9 following worship to send John 

(and Deb) on this sabbatical. 

https://5calls.org/
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August  Birthdays 

Day  Name  

Bill Stubbs 1 

Sandra Truxillo 1 

Julia Pacheco 2 

Annie Burgess 3 

Linda Weinmann 3 

Everett Burgess 3 

Wilbert Parada 5 

Wesley Vestal 5 

Ruena Wood 5 

John Hudson 6 

Jeanette Wennenweser 6 

Matthew Dirst 6 

J. R. Green 6 

Louis Calvert 7 

Madeleine Irick 8 

Bill Connolly 9 

Celie Matteson 9 

John Lemen 9 

Lily Frautschi 9 

Tamara Arlinghaus 21 

Nancy Higgs 21 

Linda Bevill 23 

Al Pepi 24 

Octavio Guerrero 24 

Dimas Parada 24 

Bill Brunger 25 

Judith Hiott 26 

Robin Willis 27 

Marise Robbins-Forbes 27 

Trudy Tanton 28 

David Castro 30 

Bo Tanton 30 

Jean Walke 30 

Jessica Fair 10 

Jim DeMent Jr. 11 

Mary Itz 11 

Callie Bream 11 

Mary Benson 11 

Ken Fountain 12 

Carol Davis 13 

Charlotte Murphy 13 

Sid Wells 13 

Amy Morriss 13 

Diana Weiss 13 

Babs Willis 14 

Ginny Camfield 14 

Sam Fisher 14 

Carolyn Geis 14 

Mary Cangahuala 15 

Asher Brewer 18 

Holly Heuer 20 

Mary Grace Carter 21 
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Presbyterian Women  
 

Purpose 
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves:  

• to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study,  

• to support the mission of the church worldwide, 

• to work for justice and peace, and 

• to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian church (U.S.A.) and 
witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom. 

 
Presbyterian Women Membership 

Presbyterian Women (PW) is a church-wide organization whose membership is open to all women of the PC (USA) 
who choose to participate in or be supportive of the organization in any way. PW intentionally seeks the member-
ship of women from all racial ethnic groups so that the organization reflects a vision of the whole church as a com-
munity of mutual interdependence in which diversity contributes to wholeness.  
 
PW gives strong support to the mission of the PC (USA) and determines its own leadership, program and budget.  
 
Presbyterian Women is organized at all levels of the PC (USA) - in congregations, presbyteries and synods as well 
as General Assembly.  This connectional system allows ideas and information to continually flow back and forth to 
strengthen the work of Presbyterian Women and the ministry of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
 
Anyone who supports the Purpose in any way is participating in Presbyterian Women. So even if you’re just learning about 
Presbyterian Women, there’s a good chance you’re already supporting Presbyterian Women—in spirit or in action! Won’t you 
consider joining us in person? We have multiple circles here at St. Philip.  Email welcome@saintphilip.net or call the church 
office.  
 
Presbyterian Women are aligned under a shared Purpose, but the gifts of the Spirit allow us to live into the Purpose in our 
own, unique ways. Some individuals or groups find themselves particularly drawn to one or two points of the Purpose. Other 
groups or individuals consciously work toward fulfilling all points. There are many faithful ways to live out the PW Pur-
pose! Learn about the programs and resources that are available to help you and your group support the mission and ministry 
of Presbyterian Women. 

mailto:welcome@saintphilip.net?subject=PW%20Circles
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what-we-do/
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSE S  
FOR ALL AGES  

   

ARE ON RECESS AT THIS TIME. 
THEY WILL RESUME IN  

SEPTEMBER. 
   

Visit our website (www.saintphilip.net) to learn about all of 
the Christian Education programs we offer for children, 
youth, young adults, senior adults and families. Classes are 
offered on Sundays, as well as weekdays. If you would like 
to be a leader in classes next fall please contact Omar Rou-
chon via email at omar@saintphilip.net.   
 

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL—We have Children’s Chapel 
the second and fourth Sundays after Conversation with Chil-
dren. In the Children's Chapel, our young disciples (K-5th 
grade) learn the whos, whats, wheres, whens and whys of 
worship, while praying, singing, and hearing God's word at 
an age-appropriate level. Children return to join the con-
gregation in the first few pews on the lectern side of the 
church for the last hymn.  

NURSERY CARE IS AVAILABLE  
THROUGHOUT SUNDAY MORNINGS 

8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants to age 4 are invited to our 
Nursery which is staffed by professional childcare provid-
ers.  Please find that our Nursery is located in the hallway 
off of the Gathering Area.  An usher or a greeter will be 

happy to direct you there. 

The 2026 –2027 PW/ Horizons  Bible study  
 

United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other: Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 
by Rhonda Mawhood Lee 
Suggestions for Leaders by Sarah Leer 

 
Paul wrote at a time when Christians expected Jesus’ imminent return; he challenged his friends to be ready when that day 
came. Two thousand years later, the church is still waiting, still affirming that Jesus will return, and still proclaiming that this 
world has already been transformed by God’s life-giving love. Our challenge remains to live in ways that demonstrate our 
trust in the resurrection. 
 

Many of the questions asked by our earliest siblings in faith remain ours, too. How can our lives demonstrate our trust in 
Jesus Christ’s victory over death? What do we do when different understandings of the gospel undermine church unity? How 
can Christians understand gender and sexuality? When conflict arises, how do we deal with it? 
 

This Bible study will raise many questions while providing few direct answers. Those, you will seek yourself through prayer-
ful reading, thinking, and discussion. I pray that unity in Jesus Christ will guide you and your study group and inspire you, 
together, to do everything in love. 
 
Order your book at: https://39268.people.myamplify.io/external/form/9453f6c1-cd40-4de0-88e3-e0eb8a42dae5  
 
All Circle luncheon will be September 20 following worship. 

http://www.saintphilip.net
https://39268.people.myamplify.io/external/form/9453f6c1-cd40-4de0-88e3-e0eb8a42dae5


 6 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
 

The family and friends of Carolyn Keeble who passed away on August 1.   
 

St. Philippians and their families—Alex Brewer; Angelina Fonseca-Grewal; John Bobbitt; Linda Miller; Gary Whitney; Jane 
Malczewskyj; Molly Boren; Charlotte Kibler; Laney Miller; Laurie Sims; Jan Meyer; Emily Estill; Joy Maguire; Bonnie 
Moore; Bob Ardell; Diane Clarke; Mary Herlitz; Eleanor Grant; Don Padgett; Arlette Keene; Mezgebe Gebray;  Ada & 
Bob Austin—parents of Nina Lambright; Mary Morgan—niece of Celia Morgan; Rick Haley—cousin of Lorrie Castle; 
Barbara Torpy—sister of Gary Willis; Bill Davis—brother of Meg Scott-Johnson; Lara Bain—niece of Jo Helland; 
Jonathan Castro—brother of David Castro;  Jo Hadley Smith—cousin of William Rowe; Katie Forbes—daughter of 
Marise Robbins-Forbes; Ann Perenyi—mother of Lad Perenyi; Suzanne Frazier & Ann Perkins Cloud—cousins of 
Stephen Paine.  

  

Homebound—Elizabeth Arp; Beverly Baker; Joan Boelens; Joe Harwood; Kathryn Harwood; Jan Ostendorf; Joyce Randolf; 
Larraine Scott; Sondra Sullivan; and Mary Sinderson.  

  

Friends of St. Philippians—Camilo Triana—uncle of Jésus Toribio; Austin Miller—friend of Charles Swan; Christiane Richter—
friend of Roderick James; Ann Swanson—friend of Deborah Unruh; Tanya Voinche & Sidney Roach—friends of 
Stephen Paine; Keith Kirby, Tandi Porter, Audrey Eubank Harris, Jay Stokes & Anna Domonte—friends of Curt & 
Sharon Webb; Marianne Hash—friend of Jane Cooper; Kenneth &Donna Benton—friends of William Rowe; Patty Ryan 
&Tom Barnett—friends of Robin & Gary Willis; and Shirley Stubblefield—friend of Barbara Runge.   

   

If you have a pastoral care need or a prayer request you would like to share, please email:  deacons@saintphilip.net  
 

Prayer List is a powerful tool for bringing comfort, healing, and peace to those in need. So, let's keep it up to date 
and continue to lift up our brothers and sisters in prayer.  

If you have any comments or suggestions for the Philip-Eye, please send them to: 
 philipeye@saintphilip.net or call 713-622-4807 and ask for Lorrie. 

4807 San Felipe,  Houston, TX 77056 
Phone: 713.622.4807     Fax: 713.622.5405     www.saintphilip.net 

 

The next edition of the Philip-Eye will be available: 
 Tuesday, September 1—Deadline August 27—3:00 p.m. 

Stay connected with regular emails from the pastors until then. 

Contributions  
Pledge payments, communion gifts and other gifts to support the Church can be made anytime through our website  
(http://saintphilip.net/) or sent to the Church Office at 4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056.    
 
To make stock contributions contact Denise Ferrell at denise@saintphilip.net. 

mailto:deacons@saintphilip.net?subject=Prayer%20Request
mailto:philipeye@saintphilip.net?subject=Philip-Eye
https://sites.google.com/mlp.org/tempsite/home
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/earth-care-congregations/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/stphilip/
https://www.facebook.com/StPhilipPres?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://www.yelp.com/biz/st-philip-presbyterian-church-houston
https://www.instagram.com/stphiliphouston/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_4xM3_MdLakiB1AYoMcR5g/videos
http://saintphilip.net/

