THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL: GIFTS FOR THE LORD & HIS WORK: St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, NALC
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 Thank you for supporting St. Paul’s ministries. : - - O
Third Sunday hOf Advent | A 2025 Budget Money Needed Weekly: $6,812.04 Thlrd Sundav Of AdVGl’lt December 14’ 2025 ~ 9:00 A-M.
9:00 a.m. Worshi o The Mission of St. Paul E lical Lutheran Church s to share the Good News of, Christ with all people.
1015_11 am. SundaypSChool_Christmas NO WOfShiD Wednesday, December 3’ 2025 ; e Mission o. a vangelical Lutneran urcn 18 1o snare e oo Eews O. JGSllS 1St Wiin all peopie.
Program Practice Sunday, December 7, 2025
3-5 p.m. Christmas Outreach Event Budget Money Received $ 15,369.00
~Adopt-A-Family/Santa For Seniors DEADLINE~ Special Money Received $ 10.00
~Newsletter (January) DEADLINE ~ Sunday School Attendance: 22 $ 2.00
MONDAY, DECEMBER 15 Worship Attendance: 109
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting '
5:30-6:30 p.m.  Sheldon Unity Meal - FREE Air Conditioner Units Loan $ 14,196.29 - unn
TUESDASY, DECEMCBER 16 1 December Monthly Payment ~ $  -575.00 e T _ RS , ST
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17 Principal Payment (12/2/25 $ -10,200.00
81030 a.m. Early fiserﬁ A C]cif(?ok;j Cafe Balance Due ( ) § 342129 O@iﬁﬁi},‘,ﬁ%”’?
-3 p.m. ecretaries’ Office Hours . N
9-3 p.m. Do-Day (Potluck) NOVEMBER Gathering Hymn “Emmanuel”
1:00 p.m. Communion —Fieldcrest Total Income $ 24,158.25 Welcome and Announcements
3:30 p.m. Communion —=Sanford Sr. Care Total Expense $ -27,162.70 *Call to Worship
>:00 p.m. Bell Choir Income Less Expense $ -3,712.99 *Openineg Hvmn ~ “« 7”7
5-6:15 p.m.  JAM —Christmas Party/Movie . i *Ope S Y . Hark’ the Glad SoundT
5615 It High Y _Chri Fiscal Year Income $ 231,163.89 Confession and Forgiveness
15 p.m. r. High Youth Group —Christmas : i .
Party (Fun Gift Exchange) Fiscal Year Expense -277,932.98 Lighting of the Advent Candle ~ Mafus Family
6:30 p.m. Worship Fiscal Year Income Less Expense $-46,769.09 Advent Wreath Lighting Response
6:30-8 p.m.  Sr. High Youth Group -Christmas *Prayer of the Day
Party (Fun Gift Exchange) First L ) Isaiah 35:1-10
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18 Wil BIRTHDAYS: Ak 1rsi Lessomn.: sala -
9-3 p.m. Secretaries’ Office Hours S ... Second Lesson: James 5:7-11
10:00 a.m. Stephen Ministry Meeting o c dra Beerk 12/17 Ted Langfit Children’s Message
12:00 p.m. Bulletin Deadline assandra beenken €d Langm * . .
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19 12/14 Jaxon Hegenbarth ~ 12/18 Hallie Stevenson The Gospel: l\‘/{atthew 1.1'2 1,,5
12:00 p.m. Secretaries’ Office Closes 12/15 Mike Heronemus  12/19 Janet Lohrenz *Sermon = Have Pat1epce . « ”
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 Ny 12/16 Tim Hatting 12/19 Dianna Stallmann Hymn of the Day ~ Christmas Version - “Your Name
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 M 12/16 Mark Richards 12/20 Zachary Martin *Nicene Creed
8:30 Fourth Sgg%?ydOf ?dl\\;lentc e 12/16 Amara Timm 12/20 David Nestor Offering
retally Worshin/SS Christmas Lemk: 12/17 Andrew Burgmeier  12/21 George Kersten Special Music ~ Bell Choir “Away in a Manger/O Come All Ye Faithful”
LY a.m. 5 P (6D 12/17 Laura Cook 12/21 Koby Klatt *Off ~ “Give Thanks”
rogram § ertory Hymn Give Thanks
NO Sunday School : 12/17 Landon Grove 12/21 Kurt Lode *Offertory Prayer
) . . 12/17 Jayden Hegenbarth 12/21 Krista Murph
10:00 a.m. Camp Committee Meeting y g pny “Prayers of the People
| | L “The Lord’s Prayer
T gunday §chool *Benediction
o ; Christmas Program *Closing Hymn ~ “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
i December 21 ~ 9:00 AM “Dismissal

Our nursery is located in the education wing, upstairs, third door on the south wall.

ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE: DECEMBER 28 Please turn in ALL reports-church office! You are welcome to use the nursery for your children during the worship service.




SERVING ST. PAUL TODAY: Pastor: Rev. Christopher Martin Accompanist: Lauren Madsen Acolyte:
Alli Boone Sound Tech: Craig Vander Linden PowerPoint Tech: Karen Appleton Video Tech: Rachel
Besaw Lector: Lowell Appleton Usher Captain: Dan Matus Ushers: Larry Smit, Seth Oetken, Tommy
Hegenbarth Coffee Fellowship: Dan and Shanelle Matus Receipt Recorders: Colton Eich, Tami Roetman

SERVING ST. PAUL NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21: Pastor: Rev. Christopher Martin Accompanist:
Susan Acolyte: Kingsley Kreykes Sound Tech: Larry Schnider PowerPoint Tech: Rae Lynn Schnider Video Tech:
Hailey Honkomp Lector: Heather Honkomp Usher Captain: Dan Matus Ushers: Todd Kruger, Nancy Woelber,
Wayne Woelber Coffee Fellowship: Fellowship Committee Receipt Recorders: Andy Timm, Tami Roetman

PRAYER REQUESTS: LaVonne Hesebeck, Dorothy Breuer, Judy Kruse, Carol Luepke, Le O'Brien, Mary
Ellen Reyelts, Dianna Stallmann, Teagan Vos, Andrea (friend of Lindsay Martin), Ashley Ballou-Bonnema
(granddaughter of Wilma Vander Linden), Stormy Dagel (niece of Nick Stallmann), Deb Kanengieter
(mother of David Kanengieter), Jade Lemke (daughter-in-law of Lyle/Cynthia Vanden Berg), Carol Nielsen,
Katie Stavig (sister of Andy Timm), and Jen Zeimen (granddaughter of Harold/Jo Eichmann).

The Radio Broadcast for today is sponsored by Dan and Shanelle in celebration of our loved ones,
present and past.

Today’s Live Stream is sponsored by Rob and Kristi Hegenbarth in celebration of Jaxon’s birthday
today and Jayden’s birthday on December 17.

Advent Wreath candle lighting: Thank you to the Matus family, Dan, Shanelle, and Tamsyn, for the
lighting of the Advent candles and reading today.

We extend our Christian sympathy to LaVonne Hesebeck, family and friends, on the death of
LaVonne’s son, Ross Hesebeck from Brighton, CO. He passed away on December 6. His funeral
arrangements are pending.

Thank you to the Bell Choir for their special music today during the service.

Today is the Childcare Outreach Event! Jr./Sr. High Youth (plus some adults) will provide (elementary
aged) students childcare from 3:00-5:00 p.m. at St. Paul. Parents are welcome to drop off potty trained
kids who are active in our ministries for a Christmas movie, possible games, and Christmas snacks to
have a couple of hours to wrap presents!

Notice: Office Hours - December 17, 18, 22, 23, the Secretaries’ Office hours will be from 9:00 a.m.-
3:00 p.m. and December 24, close at noon. ALL church offices will be CLOSED on December 25 and 26.

St. Paul Christmas Program will be on December 21 during the Worship service! The last rehearsal
will be on December 14, during Sunday school time. (10:15-11:00 a.m.) Everyone involved with the
Christmas program will need to be at the church on December 21, by 8:30 a.m. for costumes, etc.

Please join us for a special Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship service at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
December 24. Come and celebrate together the birth of Jesus! It will be broadcast LIVE on KIWA-105.3.
The Christmas Eve offering: $750 will go to the Sheldon Area Unity Meal and the remaining will go to the
general fund. Any New Year’s Eve offering envelope contributions will go to the general fund.

Financial Books for the 2025 year- St. Paul church year will close on Wednesday, December 31, 2025.
at noon. All contributions received after this will be applied to 2026 giving.

DEADLINE Today- December 14. All gifts for the Adopt-A-Family & Santa For Seniors need to be
placed into the labeled boxes in the narthex. Family #6 - Boy (age 15): Size: Adult M; Wish List.
Hoodies, Cologne. Mother (age 43): Size: Adult XL; Wish List: Candles, Soft Blankets. Senior - Female
(age 78): Size: Adult L; Wish List: 300 Piece Puzzles, Sweatshirt, No Nonsense Socks (size 9-12).

FREE-Sheldon Unity Meal on Monday, December 15 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. at Living Water Community Church.

The 2026 Offering envelope boxes are in your mailboxes. Please contact the office if you didn't receive one and
would like one. *Please Note: Mailboxes have been rearranged -make sure you have the correct offering envelopes.

The "Mitten Tree" is up in the narthex. We invite you to bring new or gently used hats/mittens and
hang them on the tree through December. They will be donated to East Elementary School.

Annual Report DEADLINE is Sunday, December 28!! Please have all reports into the office by the 28th.

The Nominating Committee is seeking candidates for the following positions: Church Council,
Endowment Committee, Lay Delegate, Alternative Lay Delegate, Nominating Committee for Next Year.
Please consider volunteering for one of the positions listed above. It is strategically important for the
future of our church that engaged individuals step into these important roles. If you have an interest or
would like to know more, please contact Mark Brown at 712-301-5874.

Endowment Fund Committee is accepting requests for funds to be used. Forms are in the December
newsletter or you may pick one up from the office. Deadline is January 4, 2026.

Reverse Advent Calendar: St. Paul is collecting items during the Advent Season for the Love INC Food
Pantry. Each day add the food item listed on the calendar for that day to a box. Donate all the contents
to St. Paul Lutheran Church to be delivered to Love INC. Please start on November 30 (The first day of
Advent). There will be boxes located in the narthex if you wish to bring the items to the church each
week. Thank you in advance for your food donations.

Love INC: New Sessions -Thursdays from January 8 through March 19. Classes offered: Finance; Parenting;
GriefShare; Identifying Destructive Relationships; English Learners; Bible Study. To register, call (712) 324-9707.

We are thankful you joined us in worship today. Thank you for your continued support of our mission
and ministry. There are several ways to give: During worship - offering plates or donation boxes; Online
stpaulsheldon.org in the GIVE menu, MAKE A DONATION; Electronic funds transfer (EFT) with your bank.

i 2026 - OPEN DATES: Sign up (In Fellowship Hall) or contact the office.

i Radio Broadcast: January 11, 18, 25; February 1, 15; March 1, 8, 15; April 5, 12, 26; May 10,
: 17, 31; June 28; July 12; August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; October 11, 18, 25; November 1, 8, 15, !
: 22, 29; December 13, 24, 27. i
| Altar Flowers / Coffee Fellowship: Please sign up or contact the office for a special date you wish to have. :

i Thank you to our sponsors for the Radio Broadcast, Live Stream, Altar Flowers, and Coffee Fellowship. '
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Radio Broadcast ~ Sundays at 9:00 a.m. ~ KIWA - FM 100.7 & AM 1550 ~
Pastor: Rev. Christopher Martin ~ E-mail: pastor@stpaulsheldon.org
Church Office: (712) 324-3049 Website: www.stpaulsheldon.org E-mail: pleasant@nethtc.net



http://www.stpaulsheldon.org/give

Gathering Hymn: “Emmanuel”
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel:
God with us, revealed in us! His name is called Emmanuel.

CCLI Song # 129490 1976 C.A. Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.comCCLI License # 386194

Call to Worship:
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: In the beginning was the Word
C: and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
P: In the Word was life,
C: and the life was the light of all people.
P: The Word became flesh and lived among us,
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.

Opening Hymn: “Hark, the Glad Sound!”
Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long;
let ev’ry heart prepare a throne and ev’ry voice a song.

He comes the pris’ners to release, in Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before him burst, the iron fetters yield.

He comes the broken heart to bind, the bleeding sour to cure,
And with the treasures of his grace to enrich the humble poor.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, your welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring with your beloved name.

“Hark, the Glad Sound!” - © Augsburg Fortress Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SBL08500

Confession and Forgiveness:
P: Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God.
C: The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination)

P: Holy and gracious God,

C: | confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin | know - the
thoughts and words and deeds of which | am ashamed - but some is known
only to you. In the name of Jesus Christ, | ask forgiveness. Deliver and

restore me, that | may rest in peace.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

Advent Wreath Lighting Response:
Come festively sing while waiting the birth join angels in dancing
from heaven to earth. Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise,
One candle is lit for the joys of these days.

*Song—-Public domain.

Hymn of the Day: “Your Name” (Christmas Version)
Humbly to the earth You came, born into this world to save.
God with us, Emmanuel; Nowe we adore Your Name.
Your Name is a strong and mighty tower; Your Name is a shelter like no other;
Your Name, let the nations sing it louder,
for nothing has the power to save but Your Name.

Jesus, in Your Name we pray, come and fill our hearts today.
Lord, give us strength to live for You and glorify Your Name.
Your Name is a strong and mighty tower; Your Name is a shelter like no other;
Your Name, let the nations sing it louder,
for nothing has the power to save but Your Name.

Wonderful, Counselor, Prince of Peace.

Your Name is a strong and mighty tower; Your Name is a shelter like no other;
Your Name, let the nations sing it louder, for nothing has the power to save
Your Name is a strong and mighty tower; Your Name is a shelter like no other;
Your Name, let the nations sing it louder, for nothing has the power to save
but Your Name. God with us, Emmanuel; God with us, Emmanuel;

God with us, Emmanuel; Now we adore Your Name.

CCLI song # 7005511 ©2006 Integrity Worship Music/ Integrity’s Hosanna! Music For use solely with the Song select terms of use all rights reserved www.ccli.com CCLI license
#386194



Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the virgin
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he
is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Offertory Hymn: “Give Thanks”

Give thanks with a grateful heart; Give thanks to the Holy One. Give thanks
because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. Give thanks with a grateful heart; Give
thanks to the Holy One. Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. And
now let the weak say, “l am strong.” Let the poor say, “l am rich,” because of what
the Lord has done for us. And now let the weak say, “l am strong.” Let the poor say,
“I' am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks.

“Give Thanks” — © Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SBL08500

Offertory Prayer:

P: Merciful God,

C: in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you embrace our lives with your great
love for humanity. With joy and gladness we ask that these gifts may be for
many a sign of that love, and that we may continue to share in your divine
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Prayer’s of the People:
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according
to their needs...
P: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer:
P:Taught by our Lord, and trusting in his promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

Benediction:

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you and give you his peace, in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: <0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
O come, blest Day-spring, come and cheer Our spirits by your advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” © Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SBL08500

Dismissal:
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!



