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From the Pastor’s Desk:  Day Break Dawnings
Indescribable and Glorious Joy!

(continued on page 2)

Angelica Guevara 
graduated from high school 
with a 3.9 GPA.  For any 
kid, that's pretty impressive, 
but for a girl from a poor 
neighborhood in Los Angeles, 
it is truly outstanding.  No 
one in her family had ever 
graduated from high school 
before.  Angelica's parents 
struggled with poverty 
and alcoholism, and they 
pressured her to drop out of 
school and get a job. But Angelica has a brother who 
would not let her fail. His name is actually Jesus.  

Throughout her high school years, Angelica owned 
only one pair of shoes.  Jesus helped her nail the soles 
back on when they started to fall apart. In the Guevara's 
neighborhood, kids carrying book bags were often 
harassed by gang members. Jesus put the word out on 
the street that if anyone messed with his little sister, 
they would have to deal with him. Whenever Angelica 
was tempted to quit, Jesus was there to encourage her 
to keep going until she graduated from UCLA.

How does it happen--that one person can overcome 
so much? Of course, I can't help in indulging in a little 
play on words with Angelica's story. She had a big 
brother named Jesus to help her along the way. And 
so do we. 

Hear the Word of God from the Apostle Peter (1 Peter 
1:6-9):

 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while 
you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the 
genuineness of your faith — being more precious 
than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire — 
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not 
seen him, you love him; and even though you do not 
see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving 
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Peter is writing to encourage people who are being 
persecuted. People who are suffering. People who live 
in fear. But rather than focusing on their persecution, 
he focuses on God's promises. Rather than focusing on 
their trials, he focuses on their future triumphs.  Three 
verses before the above words Peter wrote: "Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By His 

great mercy he has given us 
a new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead . 
. ." 

Does this sound like he 
is writing to someone in 
distress?  A "living hope?" 
Then he pens the first lines I 
quoted above where he talks 
about Indescribable and 
glorious joy?  What strange 

language to use with people who are undergoing all 
kinds of trials and tribulations. How can you have 
indescribable and glorious joy when your world is 
being torn apart? 

Christian JOY, my friends, is not the same as smiling, 
no matter what. Joy is not a surface phenomenon. Joy 
comes from deep within. Joy, as Peter tells us in his 
letter to the churches in Turkey, is knowing the power 
of the resurrected Christ. Joy is experiencing the power 
of Christ's presence daily.

Consider the following story:	 Joni Eareckson 
Tada, a quadriplegic, knows about joy. Physically 
impaired due to a diving accident, she has a prime 
excuse to wallow in despair. But she knows about 
joy. Joni tells about being surrounded by a crowd of 
women in a	 restroom during a break at a Christian 



Homebound parishioners were once 
again visited by Pastor Marty in April.

 
April 15- Charlie Murphy passed away 

on April 15.  Pastor Marty officiated at the 
private (family only) graveside service that 

was held on Thursday, April 22 at New Harmony 
Presbyterian Church, Brogue, PA where he is now 
interred.

2

News

(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)

Pastoral Acts

women's conference. One woman said, "Oh, Joni, you 
always look so together, so happy in your wheelchair. 
I wish that I had your joy!"  Several women around her 
nodded. "How do you do it?" they asked. 

Joni glanced at the nicely dressed women around 
her. She knew that the break would soon be over. How 
could she answer this woman's question in about 60 
seconds? How could she sum up in a sound bite what 
had taken her three decades to learn? 

"I don't do it," she said. That raised their eyebrows. 
"In fact, may I tell you honestly how I woke up this 
morning?"  Several women leaned against the counter 
to listen. 

     
"This is an average day," she breathed deeply. "After 

my husband, Ken, leaves for work at 6:00 a.m. I'm 
alone until I hear the front door open at 7:00 a.m. That's 
when a friend arrives to get me up. While I listen to 
her make coffee, I pray, ‘Oh, Lord, my friend will soon 
give me a bath, get me dressed, sit me up in my chair, 
brush my hair and teeth, and send me out the door. I 
don't have the strength to face this routine one more 
time. I have no resources. I don't have a smile to take 
into the day. But You do. May I have Yours? God, I 
need You desperately.'" 

"So, what happens when your friend comes through 
the bedroom door?" one of the women asked.  "I turn 
my head toward her," said Joni, "and give her a smile 
sent straight from heaven. It's not mine. It's God's. And 
so," she said, gesturing to her paralyzed legs, "whatever 
joy you see today was hard won this morning." The 
women in the restroom were silent.   "And," said Joni, 
"it's the only way to live. It's the Christian way to live." 

So, are you going through a difficult time right 
now? Has the pandemic caused you to be mad at your 
isolation from the rest of the world, or has some health 
issue, or family concern, or financial problem caused 
you to be depressed? Do you feel that it is beyond your 
power to smile? Well guess what, that's all right. But 
you need to know that far beneath the surface, where 
nobody else can see, there is an inexpressible joy that 
is available to each of us. It is the joy of the resurrected 
Christ!

Won't you ask him to give you his joy, so that even 
if that smile never makes it to your face, it will still 
reside in your heart? I pray that you will receive his 
indescribable and glorious joy each and every day as 
you abide with him in prayer.  

FOOD PANTRY
Due to the blessed giving from 

positive hearts, the food boxes 
have already been packed for 
June, and so there is no need 

to have any box packing days in 
May! 

Council approved a new copier 
contract (saving $157 / month).

Council unanimously approved the Sanctuary 
infrastructure improvements (Project One Space) to 
modernize and support both services in a single space 
(sound/audio, video/streaming and presentation). A 
congregation meeting will be held on 5/16 for a vote – 
more information is included in Joe Turek’s summary 
on page 3 of this issue of The Beacon.

Pastor Marty’s intern contract will be extended 
through the end of May.

Keep your prayers coming for Pastor Courtney and 
her family as they plan her next stage of her treatments.

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING

Please be sure to attend the special congregational 
meeting on May 16 at 10:00 a.m.  We will be voting 
on whether to approve or not, the reported $64,258.98 
expense for the camera, lights, and sound project in 
the sanctuary. There will be two Question and Answer 
sessions regarding the project the two weeks prior to 
the meeting. These Q&A sessions will be held in the 
sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. on May 2 and 10:00 a.m. on 
May 9. This is a very big project for our church and 
will include some remodeling in the sanctuary to 
accommodate a place for the band. Please take the time 
to be informed and voice your questions, opinions, 
ideas, or concerns. This is your church home and your 
input is valuable.

SEEKING INVESTMENT 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The church Investment 
Committee will be 
reconvening, and we are in 
need of members. Please go to 
the church office and let Teryl 
know if you are interested in 
helping out and becoming a 
member. This is a great way to contribute your service 
to the church!
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Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

Project Once Space is the initiative to combine both 
services into one single worship space.  This goal requires 
making infrastructure and technology upgrades in the 
sanctuary.  This effort includes upgraded audio in 
addition to adding visual and streaming capabilities. 
Council will host a special congregational meeting on 
May 16 at 10:00 a.m. to vote on the project.  On the 
first two Sundays in May, leadership will also host 
a question-and-answer session at 10:00 a.m. on the 
project.

Current status of our technology: 
Traditional Service:

•Audio:  The speakers, microphones and 
amplification systems have been outdated for quite 
some time.  It is on the verge of failing and is so old it 
can’t be repaired.

•Visual/Presentation: The church lacks the capability 
to utilize any video in the sanctuary during a worship 
service.

•Streaming:  Grace currently uses member cell 
phones to stream services to Facebook.

Contemporary Service:
•Audio:  The speakers and cabling are in need of 

upgrade and are starting to show signs of age.  The 
microphones are in good order.  The sound board is 
old, but in decent shape.

•Visual/Presentation:  The screen and projector 
currently meet the needs of that service.

•Streaming:  Grace currently uses member cell 
phones to stream services to Facebook.

Proposed Upgrades:
Key elements:

•We have decided to use Stage Masters, LLC as our 
vendor of choice.  They have been vetted and come 
with strong recommendations from other churches 
that are currently clients of Stage Masters, LLC. They 
are local and specialize in this type of equipment for 
churches.

•The package we are presenting is comprehensive to 
address the needs of both services.

•Stage Masters LLC will install, train and maintain 
the system for Grace Lutheran Church.

•To accommodate both services in the sanctuary, the 
left wing of the sanctuary will have the seats removed. 
The spirit cellar band and a control center for the sound 
and streaming will be located there. This area was 
chosen to minimize the upgrade (electrical & cabling) 
costs and to avoid unnecessary sanctuary changes.

•This project will focus on maintaining the sanctuary 
aesthetics. Stage Masters has extensive experience for 
supporting this!

The proposal:
1) Integrate Spirit Cellar Band into the Sanctuary:  

This item includes upgrading the electric to support 
the band.

2) Provide High Quality Audio:  This effort includes 
new microphones, speakers, and an amplification 

system.  Some equipment will be reused, but given 
the age of our equipment that will be minimal.  These 
upgrades will give is the ability to mic the choir, bell 
choir and special performers.  It will improve the 
sound quality for those with hearing challenges.  The 
system we are using will be state of the art and give us 
the ability to expand as needed.  All speakers will be 
painted or stained to match the sanctuary aesthetics.

3)	 Video:  Stage Masters will be installing a 
retractable video screen around the baptismal fount. 
They also be installing a projector off the balcony.  This 
will give us the ability to project the service on the 
screen for both services.  This will help everyone follow 
the service, especially first-time visitors.  If you prefer 
to use the hymnals and other materials to support your 
worship experience, they will still be provided.

4)	 Streaming:  Stage Masters will be installing a 
system for live streaming.  Grace will have the ability 
to feed the audio directly from the sound board for a 
high-quality audio transmission.  Stage Masters will 
install dual (panning/zooming) cameras inside the 
sanctuary supporting different shots of the worship 
service.  The service content (song words, lessons, etc.) 
on our video screen will also be incorporated into our 
broadcast.  Grace will have a close to broadcast quality 
steam, without incurring the cost of a commercial 
recording studio.

Cost of Project:
1. Audio, Video & Streaming $59,258.98
2. Electrical work $5,000.00
3. Total cost of project $64,258.98

Funding the project
1. We have $30,000 in money that has been contributed 

that can be allocated to this project.
2. The remainder of the project we will be looking for 

additional giving from the congregation to cover the 
difference. 

3. At time of contract a deposit of $43,406.98 will be 
made.  This will cover cost of materials.  The balance is 
due at completion of the project.

Please keep in mind that you will have an opportunity 
to ask questions about the project.  Please feel free to ask 
questions of your council members or at the question-
and-answer sessions on May 2 & 9 at 10:00 a.m.  We 
want you to be well informed.

Thanks for your support and I look forward to 
discussing this further.

Joe Turek

Project One Space
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What’s In the Display case?

Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

erma’s inspirations
Our book for May is The 

Silent Patient by Alex 
Michaelides.  Goodreads.
com has this to say about 
the book:

The Silent Patient is a 
shocking psychological 

thriller of a woman’s act of violence against her 
husband—and of the therapist obsessed with 
uncovering her motive.

Alicia Berenson’s life is seemingly perfect. A famous 
painter married to an in-demand fashion photographer, 
she lives in a grand house with big windows 
overlooking a park in one of London’s most desirable 
areas. One evening her husband Gabriel returns home 
late from a fashion shoot, and Alicia shoots him five 
times in the face, and then never speaks another word.

Alicia’s refusal to talk, or give any kind of explanation, 
turns a domestic tragedy into something far grander, a 
mystery that captures the public imagination and casts 
Alicia into notoriety. The price of her art skyrockets, 
and she, the silent patient, is hidden away from the 
tabloids and spotlight at the Grove, a secure forensic 
unit in North London.

Theo Faber is a criminal psychotherapist who has 
waited a long time for the opportunity to work with 
Alicia. His determination to get her to talk and unravel 
the mystery of why she shot her husband takes him 
down a twisting path into his own motivations—a 
search for the truth that 
threatens to consume him.

You can always join us on the 
third Thursday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m.  This month that 
falls on May 20.  We have a 
relationship with the York 
County Library system, which 
enables us to borrow the books 
for free.  If you would like to 
attend, speak with Geri Jacobs 
or Jen Rudolf to get your copy.

The Display case continues to 
feature different aspects of Grace 
Lutheran’s 125-year history.  If you 
are able to stop in, it is a wonderful 
journey down memory lane for some, 
and a wonderful documentation of 
our longevity.

Lovely May
May is springtime at its best, 
God’s gardening is complete.

His flowers flaunt their colors,
And fragrances, ever sweet.

The trees, dressed in finest green,
Meadows are a verdant hue,

The air resounds with birdsong 
under skies of baby blue.

Winter’s just a memory that’s 
forgotten none too soon,

We thank God for lovely May,
And welcome beautiful June.

-By Steven Michael Schumacker
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Stewardship of our 
natural world

“God saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it 
was very good.” –Genesis 1:31

Type “glacier loss” into an internet search engine, 
examine photos of ice sheets today versus just a few 
decades ago, and you will draw the same conclusion as 
the world’s best scientists: We are losing ice, and fast.

But melting glaciers is just one of the many crises 
facing our natural world. Stressed by warming 
temperatures, rising sea levels, shifting weather 
patterns, acidifying ocean waters, and pollution of 
land, air and water, nature itself is under grave threat. 
Thousands of species of insects, plants and animals are 
going extinct as habitat, from coral reefs to rainforests 
to estuaries, is destroyed.

“Our planet is in crisis,” says campaignfornature.
org. “The natural world is disappearing at an 
unprecedented rate.”

For God’s people, appointed as caretakers of God’s 
creation, this is not just troubling news but also a call 
to action. 

April 22 was the 51st Earth Day.  Let’s dedicate 
ourselves to learning about and fighting for God’s 
creation. Here are some ideas:

• Learn about the growing crises and how they 
threaten our lives. Teach others.
• Pick one problem and make it a focus for 
education, awareness, and action in your family 
or congregation.
• Connect with nature by visiting a park or wild 
place near you. 
• Pick up litter and trash from the street or public 
land.
• Learn about the plants and animals that live in 
your area. 
• Plant flowers, herbs, vegetables, or trees. 
• Advocate for public policies that will promote 
conservation.
• Find a special way to observe Earth Day in 
your family, congregation, or community.

Our natural world is under threat, but God’s people 
can make a difference by caring and getting busy.

--Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by 
permission. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, Maryland, and works 
as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He 
blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.

A note from Pastor Marty
My contract with the congregation goes to the end 

of April.  However, the Council and I have agreed to 
extend it to the end of May.  Beyond May, however, 
depends upon Pastor Courtney’s further treatments 
(all the cancer is not gone) and the future scheduling 
of her return. Pray boldly for the treatments to wipe 
out her cancer – for healing and wholeness to return 
to her body! In the meantime, if you desire a visit or 
communion to be brought to you at home, please don’t 
hesitate to call me (724-971-2342).

From Janet Murphy- I am overwhelmed and blessed 
beyond belief by the loving kindness and your words 
of comfort for me in the death of my beloved husband, 
Charlie, from Pastor Courtney and my Church Family.  
God has blessed me with a caring church family like 
you.  I am deeply moved by your kindness.  -Janet

Church 
Family News

CHURCH NOTE CARD 
SALE

Special note cards featuring a lovely print of the 
Church and the 125th Anniversary insignia will be 
available for sale for $10 per pack of ten cards. They 
will be available in the Spirit Cellar and the Welcome 
Center after each of the services. 



The Lower Susquehanna Synod has 
wonderful opportunities in the form 
of our camping areas.  We have three 
gems:  Nawakwa, Kirchenwald and 
the Wittel Farm.  For more details 
on how you can donate, participate 
or support, visit the website:  www.

lutherancamping.org.  Here are the events for May:

May 15 @ 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.:  Nawakwa & The Wittel 
Farm Growing Project Planting Day at either Nawakwa 
or The Wittel Farm- Join us for Planting Day on May 15 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. The Growing Projects are ramping 
up.  In 2018, five acres of farmed land yielded thousands 
of pounds of fresh food for local hunger programs, and in 
2020 project organizers are planting up to seven acres at The 
Wittel Farm.  The Nawakwa Growing Project is dedicated 
to growing fresh vegetables to help feed hungry people 
in Adams County. Volunteers are needed throughout the 
spring planting season, the summer, and into the harvest 
season!  These events are free.

May 16 @ 3:30 - 6:00 p.m.:  Summer Camp Kick-Off 
Worship & Picnic at Nawakwa.  Join friends, volunteers, and 
staff of The Lutheran Camping Corporation to celebrate the 
opening of the 2021 Summer Camping Season with worship, 
fellowship, and fabulous food.  Grace Lutheran has some 
funding for Summer Camp attendance for kids.  Ask the 
office for more details.
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Wedding Anniversaries

May Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

May’s flowers:

June’s flowers:

Lutheran Camping 

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

02- In memory of Martin & Lena Ericson, 
George Heckel, & Annette (Heckle)Miller 
by Leif & Peggy Ericson
09- In memory of Mr. & Mrs. H. Norman 
Fishel by their children & grandchildren
16- In memory of Jacob E. & Mary Valentine 
& David Thompson by Regina Thompson
23- In memory of Primrose by George 
McCallum
30- In memory of all the service men who 
have fallen defending our country

06- In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the 
Jacobs family AND In memory of Dawn by 
Wanda and Diana

13- In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the 
family

20- In memory of Sallie & Ammon 
Kinard by Erma Grim

27- To the glory of God by Pastor 
Courtney Erzkus

May
02- In memory of Martin & Lena Ericson, 

George Heckel & Annette (Heckel) Miller 
by Leif & Peggy Ericson

02- Kayde Dellinger-Herman
02- David Dennish
02- Joe Jacobs
05- Jo Ann Barefoot
05- Ethen Shaffer
08- Jared Bucher
09- Eric Grim
12- Carl Bowles
16- Doris Golden
16- Connie Little
17- Veronica Carter
17- Judy Dellinger
19- Lin Rotz
20- Robert Fishel
20- Diane Thompson
21- Anna Davis
22- Alisha Mundis
23- Hayden Yendall
24- Linda Ricci
26- Timothy Rudolf
26- Zachariah Turner

03- Carol & Paul Vigna
06- Robert & Hazel Hammers
10- James & Sharon Bucher
11- Jeffrey & Holly Barker
18- Kevin & Kendra Shaffer
22- Andrea & Mark Stanley
24- Robert & Wendy Miller
29- Keith & Nancy Mccleary
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