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Summer Choir meets again July 13th and August 17th 



Dear Friends, 

 

Thank you to all who have stepped up to volunteer in new and creative ways as we go through 

this time of staff transition. We’re actively working to fill the vacancies of the Sr. Pastor and Children 

Youth & Family Coordinator roles. The Call Committee has been appointed and you’ll receive 

updates as we go through the search process for a Senior Pastor. Thank you to Cathy Johnson for 

leading the Monday night small group, to Lynn Freitag for leading VBS this month, and to the 

people who have offered to help with it. And thank you to all who assist with worship each week 

and who help with hospitality and coffee hour. 

 

We are still in need of volunteers to help in the Fall with Sunday School, and with the Wednesday 

youth programming. If you enjoy working with youth and would be willing to give your time and 

energy, please let me know. And if you know any good candidates for the CYF position, please 

pass their information along to me. This is a part time position and requires being on site during 

afternoons and evenings, Sunday mornings, and being available for weekend retreats. This has 

always been a challenging position for all churches to fill and turnover is generally high. I’ve talked 

with several pastors about this position and found that many are filling it with volunteers. Another 

pastor told me that not many Lutheran churches have a staff position dedicated to youth these 

days and that it’s quite a luxury. EPLC has been blessed to be able to provide that all these years 

and we hope to be able to continue. 

 

We look forward to our annual Rally Day celebration on Sunday, September 7th when we can  

enjoy a time of fun and fellowship. We’ll have one worship service that day at 10:00am followed 

by our traditional Potluck lunch! It marks the time when all our regular programming resumes with 

Confirmation, Sunday School, Blast, Pathfinders and choirs. Planning and coordinating the Potluck 

lunch will take a lot of hands. Please let me know if you’re willing to help with it. 

 

Just this week I received some statistics about Christians in the United States, and they are a 

reminder of our need to be in prayer. Here are just a few: 

•Only 63% of Americans now identify as Christian. 

•Of that 63% only 28-30% attend church weekly. 

•Fewer than 10% hold a Biblical worldview. 

•Only 11% of Americans read the Bible daily. More than half of self-described Christians say 

they rarely or never read Scripture. 

•42% of pastors have seriously considered leaving full time ministry due to stress, isolation and 

pressure 

• 51% of U.S. churchgoers have never heard of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20), or 

can’t explain what it means. 

 

We live in a hurting world where people are in need of God’s love, grace, and mercy. We are 

called to “act justly, love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8) We need to be 

filled with the Holy Spirit and go out to be the hands and feet of Christ in this broken world. The 

one thing we can count on, in this uncertain time, is a God who loves us unconditionally. He is a 

God who accepts us as we are, and carries us when the burdens are too much for us to handle. 

Continue to pray for EPLC – for the staff, Church Council, Call Committee, and for all who call this 

their church home. May this continue to be a welcoming place of worship, and may we continue 

to seek God’s guidance for this ministry as we search for a new Senior Pastor and CYF Coordinator. 

 

Deacon Carole Edwards 



Summer greetings! 

 

The process for calling a Senior Pastor to EPLC is progressing with the establishment 

of the Call Committee. The following individuals have volunteered to serve: 

Dale Ammentorp, Gary Berg, Diane Cherry, Shane Dupke, Carolyn Nasheim (Chair), 

Brandon Rhame, Chris Staron, and Kathy Tobin. Even though guidance is still      
coming from the Synod, the Call Committee will begin discussion regarding the    
Ministry Site Profile. 

 

The following is a description of the MSP taken from the ELCA website. “The Ministry 

Site Profile provides congregations with a form to use to describe their mission and 
their search for a rostered minister.” “The MSP is filled out by the Call Committee,       
under the  guidance of the synod bishop or Call Process Administrator. Once      
completed and submitted, the MSP is stored within the ELCA’s Mobility Database  
System which allows rostered ministers the ability to search and learn of ministry 
openings. This allows rostered ministers to gain insight about the                            
congregation.” (ref: elca.org) 

 

The Council will also be discussing the MSP at our upcoming meeting on Tuesday, 
July 8. The Executive Committee, along with Deacon Carole and Carolyn Nasheim 
will be having a zoom call with Bishop Curry and Pastor Mortha (Synod Call Process 
Admin for EPLC) later this month. 

 

Please take a moment to pray for the Call Committee, our church and its leaders. 
There are many people involved in this process with many moving parts. Deacon 
Carole is diligently working with our staff regarding our Fall programming as well as 
Confirmation. She is also working on fulfilling the CYF position. The Growth Team 
continues its work (did you buy your Chicago Dogs tickets yet?) as it brain storms 
events and other options to reach our community and outside our doors! 

 

Remember, you’re always welcomed to contact any Council member with questions 
or leave a message with Christine in the office. God’s blessings to each and every 
one of you! 

 

Jonathan Jedd President, EPLC Council 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Downer’s Grove First United Methodist Youth Choir  Concert June 29th 

 

 

 

High School Grads: Grady Bridges, Toby Burkum, Claire Brubaker, Christopher Doud, 

Rebecca Dupke. 

Elementary School Grads: Luke Brubaker, Vivienne Drueck, Maximo Guerra, Christian 

Hernandez and Camryn Proudfoot. 

Graduation Sunday June 1st 

Selah Singers Reunion June 7th 

Here is the Youtube link for this concert:  

https://www.youtube.com/live/_X28MjU0F4w?si=MT8eAfRTf0Hq_F4z  

The Selah Singers was a dynamic Christian  singing group from our church from 1973-1976. 

It was under the direction of Pastor Steve Dornbusch. The inspiration for the group came 

after Steve and the high school group attended a performance of the musical Godspell. The 

group gave concerts at churches throughout the Chicagoland area and traveled to     neigh-

boring states.  They performed at youth gatherings,  Edison Park Fest, and recorded an al-

bum in 1976. The group has remained close for over 50 years and is like family.  On June 

7th, they gathered to celebrate the 49th anniversary of their album. Thanks be to God for 

the spiritual foundation our young people received that lives on in their witness today.  

https://www.youtube.com/live/_X28MjU0F4w?si=MT8eAfRTf0Hq_F4z


Summer Choir is  Back! 

Summer choir will meet once a month through the summer. We meet in 

the morning in the choir room at 8:30am to run through a piece to be 

sung at the 9:00am Sunday service. The  remaining dates will be  July 

13th and August 17th. Mark your calendars! No prior experience is need-

ed, no long term commitment. Just come and sing! If you like it, you are 

always welcome to join in the  fall or talk to me about other opportunities 

here at EPLC. For questions, contact Kevin Zehme at                               

music@edisonparkchurch.com.  

      

 VBS Questions, call  Lynn Feitag:  773-710-5106 



We’re actively working to fill the vacancy of the Children Youth & Family & Digital Marketing 

Coordinator position. 

This is a part time position and requires being on site during afternoons and evenings, Sunday 

mornings, and being available for weekend retreats. This position is responsible for all youth 

programming, retreats, youth fundraising efforts, as well as family outings and activities. 

In addition, this position handles all social media and digital marketing efforts. 

This position reports to the pastoral staff. A full job description is available. 

As we work to fill this vacancy, we are in need of volunteers to help with summer activities and 

in the Fall, with Sunday School, and with the Wednesday youth programming. If you enjoy 

working with youth and would be willing to give your time and energy, please let Deacon Carole know, 

and if you know of any good candidates for the CYF position, please pass their information 

along to her as well. 

Cayden, Cameron, Cierra, Debbie, Denise, Duane, Harley, Ilsa, Kala, 
Kathy, Martha, Robert, Roger, Rosann, Sue, Tim, Tom,    Alma Bernet, Bill 
Bobor, Elvera Coburn, Vi Collins Brown, Kevin Dwyer, John Grosse, Milt 
Gustafson, Roxie Hays,  Lynne Inglesby, Don Johnson, Steve Johnson & 
family, Tricia Kay, Koenig family, Laura Krueger, Scott Lundgren, Chris & 
Michelle Mears, Jim Nasheim, Helen Reyes, Rafael Reyes, Lisa Reynoso, 
Geraldine Rumsfield, Jeff Scheck, James Segefredo, Carol Skow, James 
Suty, Brian Winkelman, Mark Zimmerman, Donald Zouras. 

Sympathy and Prayers to Gary Duszak and family on 

the passing of his brother, Dennis. 



Altar Flowers: If you would like to order 

altar, pulpit or baptismal flowers, please  

call the office.  We ask for one week’s    

notice. Altar flowers: $46 (for a set of 

two) or Pulpit or baptismal flowers: $28. 

The Men’s Ministry gathers every second    

Saturday of the month for a time of fellow-

ship and good food. This month, join us at 

Kappy’s American Grill, located at 7200       

Dempster St,  Morton Grove on Saturday, 

July12th! 

Please contact Deacon Carole Edwards at (773) 631-9131 

when you are hospitalized or if you would like a phone call or a visit.  

 

Even if you would rather not have a visit, we would still appreciate 

the  opportunity to pray for your healing. 

Scheduling a Baptism?  

     Contact the church office at  773-631-9131to 

begin the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding?  

Contact the church office to get your date on the  

calendar, and we’ll help you in the initial stages. 

Feeling moved to give? 

 

    Scan the QR code with your 

    camera to visit our giving page. 

 

Thank you for your support! 

Gifts to the EPLC Foundation in June: 

 
In Memory of John Rose from Barb & Ed Kruse 

Stained Glass Windows Update  
 

Total donations received through end of June, 2025 is $91,130.33 (not including matching gifts 
from the Foundation). Foundation is still matching 2X on any new gifts received. Please contact 
the office for additional information.  
Drop off donations to the church office during regular office hours 8:30-2:30 M-F.  
Call the church 773-631-9131. 

Gifts to the Property Fund 

 

In Memory of John Rose  

From Ed & Mary Jo Rose; Ralph & Fran Arm-

strong; Gerry Stueckemann; John &  Susan Klaes; 

Jim & Linda Ringlestein & Olivia; Gerry Persino; 

Susan Passero and Kim Graf 

Gifts to the General Memorial Fund: 

 

In memory of Ann Leibrock from                     

The Schmeisser Family  



 

 

TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 
www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             

 

 

- 5pm Traditional Worship every Saturday 

- 9am Traditional Worship every Sunday 

- 11am Contemporary Worship every Sunday 

 


