APRIL 15, 2026 VoL. 22, No. 14

THE MESSENGER

BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A welcoming community of Christian disciples seeking to love and serve God and neighbor

615-373-4826 www.brenthaven.org

LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER

This Sunday, we will be singing Iez Us Break Bread Together in worship. While the singing of this hymn is
usually more appropriate for a worship service that includes communion, this week’s lectionary incorporates
a scripture passage from Luke in which the risen Christ blessed and broke bread with two of His disciples,
making them aware of His resurrection.

This hymn is a traditional spiritual, thought to be from the antebellum period in the American south. Some
of the stanzas of this African American spiritual likely date back to the eighteenth century. Other stanzas
were added through oral tradition.

In the antebellum south, many slaves attended church every Sunday at an early morning service. The song
refers to kneeling during communion, which is a common practice in certain liturgical traditions. It also refers
to having one’s “face to the rising sun.” It was an old tradition for Christian churches to be aligned on an
East-West axis, therefore early morning communion was always “into the sun.” This was the tradition of
Anglican Church buildings almost universally until about 1800. It is very possible that this song was first
sung by slaves in Episcopal Virginia for whom the communion experience would have involved kneeling
toward sunrise.

The text discerns participation in the Lord’s Supper as a humble act in which we not only eat the bread and
drink the wine but also praise our God “on our knees,” praise due for the incredible sacrifice of our Lord.
The refrain ends with a prayer for mercy, an African American Kyrie.

As we sing this hymn on Sunday, may we be reminded of the history of those who suffered and continued to
lift their praises to the Lord. And may we also be reminded of the immeasurable sacrifice and unending grace
that Christ offers each one of us.

Let Us Break Bread Together

Let us break bread together on onr knees, let us break bread together on our knees;
when 1 fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink the cup together on onr knees, let us drink the cup together on our knees;
when 1 fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us praise God together on our knees, let us praise God together on our knees;
when I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me.
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JOIN Us GROUPS

Paint & Sip: A creative arts group enjoying tea and
thoughtful ways to spark encouragement. The first
monthly meeting has been changed to Thursday,
April 23 from 5:45 to 7:30 pm in the Art Room.
Contact Rena Sutton or Suzanne Ghianni.

Sacred Steps: A walking group reflecting on nature
and God’s creation. The next meeting is Saturday,
April 25 at 10:00 am at Deerwood Arboretum. If
interested, contact Renee McCulley.

GRADUATION NOTES
' It’s hard to believe we are nearing the

s end of another school year. A display is
in the church narthex highlighting our

high school seniors. Please take a moment to fill out
a card on the display for Jackson Campbell, Grady
Deaton, and Leah McCulley. Include your wishes,
prayers, or your support and guidance as they prepare
to take the next steps in their journey. You also may
bring your own cards. We’ll present these special
youth with a Bible during our worship on Sunday,
April 26.

Graduate Recognition Sunday

/l Coming up Sunday, April 26!
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HAVE A SPECIAL GRADUATE?

Do you have a special graduate you would like to
tell us about? If so, please contact the church office
by email (secretary@brenthaven.org) or by phone
(615-373-4820) to leave your information. We would
like to know your relationship to the graduate, any
honors received, plans after graduation, and type of
degree (if from a college). We will begin publishing
this information in future newsletters.

VBS 2026 k

This year, we're bringing kitchen fun to
the kids at our Vacation Bible School,
“Shake It Up Cafe: Where Kids Carry Out God's
Recipe,” June 8—June 11. The children will become
chefs-in-training and will discover God's recipe for life.

Ui =] Registration is now open. Please go to
PE L. Brenthaven.org/VBS.

BOOKEND BOOK CLUB %
Miss Morgan’s Book Brigade by Janet Skeslien >a

Charles is this month’s selection for the BookEnd
Book Club, meeting on Thursday, April 16 at 9:30
am in the Adult Library (This is a correction from
our previous newsletter).

Unfolding across two timelines: 1918 and 1987, and
based on real-life figures and research, this story un-
covers the profound impacts of the characters’ efforts
and their shared stories of resilience, the power of
community, and the transformative nature of books.

SUMMER EVENTS CLOSE UP

Here is an overview of the many events planned for
this summer:

Synodic Camp is May 31-June 5. Synodic wel-
comes students who have completed grades 9—12
and takes place at Crystal Springs in Kelso, TN.
The theme for this year is Kairos (one of the Greek
words for time).

Vacation Bible School is June 8—11. Many of
our youth and children participate in or volunteer
for this event! The theme for this year is Shake I
Up Cafe: Where Kids Carry Out God's Recipe!

Junior Camp is June 14-19 at Crystal Springs
and welcomes children who have completed
grades 2-5. The theme is Finding Nemo!

Youth ROCKS Mission Trip is June 20-26,
and we are headed to Missouri! We will be serving
nonprofits in Lebanon, MO, and surrounding
areas. (Come to our Spaghetti Fundraiser on
May 3rd!)

C.P.Y.C. (the Cumberland Presbyterian Youth
Conference) is July 5-10 at Bethel University in
McKenzie, TN, and welcomes students who have
completed grades 8—12. The theme for this year is
Call Me!

Middle School Camp is July 12-17 at Crystal
Springs. Students who have completed grades 6—8

are invited to attend. The theme for this year is I
the Wilderness.

Register for all Youth ROCKS Summer
Events Here: Brenthaven.org/Youth.
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PRAYER CONCERNS

Membets

Ty Allen, Jeri Behan, Joan Bledsoe, Phyllis Burkhalter,
Ben Davis, Barbara Dial, David Dowland, Bob Dozier,
Marilyn Ewen, Carol Ford, Barbara Gentry, Tim
Ghianni, Paul Gonzales, Madge Graves, Jackson Gross,
Suzanne Hawkins, Tommy Hennesy, Barbara Loyall,
Dawn & Walter McBee, Marty Morris, Rose O’Hara,
Jack Phillips, Bonnie Pierce, Larry Pulley, Janiece
Redmon, Jodi Rush, Phil Slagle, Porter Stark, Cheryl &
Don Tabor, Jane & James Talley

Family and Friends

Jon Bates (nephew of Kaye Holland), Millie Benefield (wmother of
Karen Benefield), Beth Brakebill (sister of Joe Mallyy), Mary Ruth
Campbell (step-mother of Barry & Darryl Campbell), Quinn
Campbell (great-nephew of Linda Pulley), Lautren (fiiend of Ame
Satterwhite), Brenda Copeland (niece of Martha Stewart), John
Copeland (nephew of Martha Stewars), Chrissy Deaton (sister-in-law
of Russ Deaton), Melody Dobbins (danghter-in-law of Kathy & Bill
Dobbins), Mary Dale Edwards (mother of John Edwards), Kristen
Ertel (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Garry Fetry (uncle of Aaron Ferry),
Charlotte Galambos, Bill Garrett (son of Beverly Garrett),
Harriet Gilliam (fiiend of the Rushes), Miklos Gerendas, Amy
Glenn (daughter of Becky & Ronny Jones), Gregg (Gross (father of Ben
Gross), Chazz Jones (fiiend of the Crafting gronp), Hudson Jones
(friend of Joan Bledsoe’s family), River Leonard (daughter of co-worker of
Sharon Malloy), Walter McBee, Jt. (son of Walter McBee, Sr.), Bettie
Mason (friend of Barbara Dial), Butch Mayes (fiiend of Walter
McBee), Sigey Mennen (great-granddanghter of Barbara Dial), Colton
Osborne (family friend of Rena Sutton), Joan Peay (mother of Trent
Johnson), Rick Prentice (son-in-law of Ben Davis), Kinsley Ramey
(co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Troy Rhone (uephew of Scott Shepherd),
Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz Strickland), Haden Scott (brother of
Frank Scort), Marjorie Shepherd (mother of Sharon Mallyy), Casey
Shetrwin (co-worker of Scott Strickland), Bill Shouse (uncle of Larry
Pulley), Judy Smith (fivend of Janiece Redmon), Brittany Spradling,
Caden Sullivan (grandson of Nina Sullivan), Nina Sullivan, Jim
Summitt (uncle of Blair Summitt), Gary Tessar (friend of Jan
Marshall), Bill Turner (brother-in-law of Chery! Tabor), Lynn
Underwood (danghter of Dawn McBee), Sam Warren (son of Cindi
& John Edwards), Jack Whitmore (father of Brooke Gross), those
serving our country

Prayers

MEMORIALS

In memory of C. T. Cozart
Jan & Larry Davidson

In memory of David Kirby
Becky & Ronny Jones, Loretta Sneed, Anita &
Jim Tilley

In memory of Toni Prosser
Jan & Larry Davidson

In memory of Kermit (Buddy) Travis
Joyce Burch, Doris Cantagallo, Becky & Ronny
Jones, Jan Marshall, Ame Satterwhite

In memory of Samantha Worrall
Joyce Burch

THANK YOU!

Hi Brenthaven! You are all so generous. I appreciate
the continued support from Outreach, the Women,
Young at Heart, and the Easter Lilies gifts! You are all
so kind and I appreciate you. As I continue with the
Backyard Family, we thank God for youl

Kathleen Murphy

THANK YOU, BRENTHAVEN!

Anna and I were so touched by the beautiful
shower celebrating our upcoming marriage. The
love and warmth reminded me of how I felt growing
up in the church and I was so happy Anna got to
experience this as well. Brenthaven shaped the per-
son I am today, so it meant the world to see so many
who helped me throughout my upbringing. Thank
you to everyone and especially Ms. Cheryl, Ms.
Jonelle, Ms. Malloy, and Ms. Peppers for hosting
such a lovely celebration.

Clarke Allen

NEED LUNCH PLANS?

We’ve got you covered. Come to our Spaghetti
Lunch Fundraiser on May 3 at noon and support
Youth ROCKS as we get ready for our mission trip
to Missouri. Good food, good company, and a great
cause—you really can’t go wrong!

BRENTHAVEN MINISTRY TEAMS

Our next All Ministry Team Meeting will be
Sunday, May 3, after The Spaghetti Fundraiser in
the Fellowship Hall. We would like for all team
members to meet with their ministry teams.
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BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
516 Franklin Road
Brentwood, TN 37027-5909

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M.

PHONE: (615) 373-4826
FAX: (615) 373-4869

www.brenthaven.org

Stamp

UPCOMING EVENTS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR APRIL 19

April16  9:30 AM BookEnd Book Club (A.du/f Library) Third Sunday of Easter (white)
11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library) Acts 2:14a, 36-41;
April 18 9 AM-3 PM Doll Show (Fellowship Hall) Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19;
April19  9:30 AM Sunday School 1 Peter 1:17-23;
10:45 AM Worship Luke 24:13-35
5:00 PM Youth ROCKS (Youth Roon)
April 20  10:00 AM Young @ Heart (Aduit Library)
April 22 6:30 PM Choir Practice (Choir Room)
April 23 11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library) STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR APRIL 12
5:45 PM Join Us: Paint & Sip (A# Room)
) OPERATING BUDGET
April 25 10:00 AM Join Us: Sacred Steps (Deerwood) ) o
] Dedicated Giving $0.00
April 26 9:30 AM Sunday ,SChOOl . . Donations towards Budgeted Expense 10,159.44
10:45 AM Worship (Graduation Recognition)
12:00 PM Grad Lunch (Fellonship Hall) Weekly Need 10,835.00
12:00 PM KOK Field Trip (Frist Art Center) Received Year-to-Date 142,371.55
Actual Spend Year-to-Date 177,575.35
Difference -35,203.80
STAFF & LEADERSHIP
Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor Session — The Elders
Ean Taylor’ Associate Pastor C/ﬂ.ﬁ‘ qf2026 C/ﬂ.ﬁ‘ qf2027 C/ﬂ&f 42028
Rena Sutton, Children’s Ministry Jeri Behan Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell
Linda Pull ’ Di £ Musi ’ Jan Davidson Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins
m_ a Tuey, lreCt?r ot Musie Russ Deaton Mike Murphy Frank Scott
Amity Marsh, Organist Joe Malloy Ame Satterwhite Scott Strickland
Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.otg)




