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Summer 2026 Quarterly Update 

This document provides a snapshot of CRC Council 
goals and initiatives, ministry focus areas, budget 
details, and upcoming opportunities to serve as we 
enter the summer season. This quarterly update 
supports the goal of improved congregational 
communication.  
  
 

2025-2026 Stewardship Breakdown 

Children and Worship: 

 

Pastoral Update: External Ministry:  

 

Stewardship 

Highlights:  

●​ Supported Tess as 
she prepared to make 
Public Profession of 
Faith 

●​ Created more 
opportunities for 
children to engage in 
worship during the 
summer months 

●​ Participated in 
planning sessions for 
the facilities, which 
includes evaluating 
our current and future 
needs 

●​ Engaged in ongoing 
development by 
researching best 
practices and 
participating in a 
children's ministry 
book club 

●​ Began a 12-week 
Sermon Series on 
Technology & The 
Machine 

●​ Working with council 
and deacons to 
establish 
Neighborhood 
Engagement Team 

●​ The Company of 
Pastors has been 
gathering to discuss 
Reformed Catholicity 
and “The Pastor as 
Gardener” by Matt 
Erikson 

●​ The Break the Cycle 
Fun Run in May 
supported our 
ministry partner, 
Welcomed 

●​ A visit to Vive Church, 
a Spanish-speaking 
Christian Reformed 
Church in Brookfield, 
helped to foster 
community between 
our congregations. 
Another visit is 
planned for late 
summer 

●​ An extra financial gift 
to the Center for 
Pastor Theologians 
directly supported 
scholarships for 
pastors participating 
in their fellowships 

●​ A genuine thank you 
to everyone for every 
gift. Because you are 
generous, we plan for 
the future and carry 
on the mission with 
confidence  

●​ Assuming June giving 
remains consistently 
strong at the 
expected level, we 
end the year well 

●​ For next year, our 
giving challenge is to 
grow by 5% over this 
year, similar to the 
past 2 years 

●​ As disciples of Christ, 
we believe God owns 
everything, and He 
made us to steward 
what He owns. (Psalm 
24 and 1 Corinthians 
16:2) 

 July 26 - June 27 Budget July 25 - June 26 Forecast Difference 

Total Giving $436,000   $415,100  + 5.0% 

Other income  $5,400   $5,400 ---- 

Total Expenses $441,400 $413,800 + 6.7% 

Surplus (Deficit) $0 $6700*  

* Surplus used for mission partners, capital projects, and wish list. 



CRC Ministry Partner Highlight 

 
Love Makes a Way: The Mitchell Family Adoption Story 
Daniel and Darling always imagined a simple progression—marriage, children, and the quiet joy of 
family life in Mississippi. “We really thought it was going to be easy peasy,” Darling shares. “It wasn’t. 
It was heartbreaking.” 
 
Month after month, disappointment arrived like a shadow at their door. Surgeries revealed 
complications. IVF brought only more heartbreak—two rounds, one ending in miscarriage, both leaving 
Darling’s body weary and her heart undone. 
 
The weight of wanting children nearly broke them. 
 
When the struggle became too heavy to carry, Darling prayed these words, “Lord, You know my desire 
to be a mother—help me accept Your path, Your way.” 
 
And in the quiet days that followed, God planted a new word in their hearts: adoption. 
 
“It was God’s provision,” Daniel remembers. “Every step of the way, He provided.” 
 
In October 2014, they got the call: a young mom in Texas had chosen them. 
 
For weeks, they spoke on the phone, prayed together, and built a relationship that felt less like 
formality and more like family. And then, on January 5, 2015—Darling’s birthday—unimaginable joy 
arrived. Their daughter, Ava, was born. 
 
The day Ava’s birth mom placed her in Darling’s arms, two mothers shared one sacred moment—grief 
and gratitude bound together in love. 
 
Life moved forward. They celebrated milestones, shared updates, and wove two families into one. 
 
And then, a couple years later, against every prognosis, Darling learned she was pregnant. She gave 
birth to their son, David. 
 
Looking back, Daniel and Darling see a story threaded with grace. “It wasn’t the picture we planned,” 
Darling reflects. “But it’s the plan. It’s the best plan. And I’m glad that God allowed us to go on this 
journey.” 
 
Adoption didn’t just give them a daughter—it gave them deeper faith, a stronger marriage, and a 
front-row seat to God’s provision. 
 
Today, Ava and David run through their home, laughter ringing in every room. And Daniel and Darling 
carry this conviction into the future: when God calls, He provides—through prayer, through His people, 
and through generous givers who make stories like theirs possible. 
 
You can read the full story here: https://lifesong.org/2025/11/mitchell-adoption/ 
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