
Mulberry Street United Methodist Church
Macon, Georgia

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 3, 2023 | Eleven O’clock

The Church at Worship

Entrance and Praise
Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and News of the Church Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn

Opening Voluntary Robert J. Powell At the Name of Jesus

* Hymn of Praise No. 159 CRUCIFERLift High the Cross

Greeting and Call to Worship Dr. Goshorn
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Friends, let us worship God today, for God is great – 
God has blessed us with life, with faith, and with community. 
Let us worship God today, for God is good – 
God forgives us, and encourages us, and loves us. 
Let us worship God today – 
Because we are God’s people. 
Let us worship God. 
-Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, “Hold Fast to What Is Good.”  Used with permission.

* Affirmation of Faith Dr. GoshornThe Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;  
the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Children 3rd grade & under are invited to exit for Children’s Church at this time.   
They will return to the sanctuary to receive communion with their families during the offering. 



* Gloria Patri GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; 

world without end. Amen.

Proclamation and Response

Thanksgiving and Communion

Anthem Arr. Gilbert MartinWhen I Survey the Wondrous Cross

When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
save in the death of Christ, my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them through his blood.

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 
- Isaac Watts, 1707

New Testament Lesson Rev. Payton StoneMatthew 16:21-28 (Pew Bible pg 798)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Stone

Invitation to the Table Dr. Goshorn

Confession and Pardon Rev. Stone
Merciful God, 
	 we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have not done your will, we have broken your law, 
	 we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, 
	 and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All pray in silence.

Hear the good news: 
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
	 that proves God’s love toward us. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

Glory to God. Amen.



* Hymn No. 297 ST. CHRISTOPHERBeneath the Cross of Jesus

Postlude Piet PostHoly, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty

Sending Forth

* Benediction Rev. Stone

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
	 hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, 
	 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
	 and the glory, forever. Amen.

* Please rise in body and/or in spirit 
Bold Type indicates congregational participation

The Peace Rev. Stone
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.

Breaking the Bread
Children are welcome to receive communion at the discretion of parents.  

Let an usher know if you wish to be served in the pew. 
Gluten free bread is available on the pedestal at the base of the steps.

An offering plate along the sanctuary wall is available for a communion offering,  
which is designated for the pastor’s discretionary fund.

* The Great Thanksgiving Dr. Goshorn
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sung Communion A (pages 17-18)

Celebrant says words appropriate to the season, then the congregation sings: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant says words appropriate to the season, then the congregation sings:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Celebrant says words appropriate to the season, then the congregation sings:  
Amen. Amen. Amen.

Offering of our Tithes and Gifts César FranckPastorale



Worship Leadership

Welcome to Mulberry Street United Methodist Church

Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn, Senior Pastor
Rev. Payton Stone, Associate Pastor

Elisa Reece, Director of Family Ministries
Ainsworth Choir

Terre Johnson, Director of Music
Zachary Golden, Organist

Deborah Jones & Mallory Stone,  
Lay Communion Servers

Welcome to this service of worship! Methodists have worshipped Father, Son and Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826. 
In three years, we’ll celebrate our 200th anniversary! We are a congregation with a deep gratitude and appreciation  

for how God has moved in our midst throughout our history. We are listening carefully for the movement of the 
Holy Spirit, ever fresh, ever new, ever surprising in our midst. You are invited to become a living part of this vital 

congregation. We invite you to visit us at mulberrymethodist.org and find us on Facebook.  
Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be found at tedgoshorn.org.

Please fill out a Connection Card found in the back of the pew if you are visiting with us, would like to sign up for 
upcoming events, have a prayer request, or need to update your contact information.

Children’s church is open to children 5th Grade and under each week. Nursery is available for the entire service for 
children below pre-kindergarten. Please see an usher for assistance in locating our nursery. 

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is livestreamed on Facebook. You can download the Sunday bulletin at  
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/bulletins. 

Making Your Offering 
You can make your offering to God by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give  

or by scanning the QR code, which will take you directly to our church’s secure giving website.

News of the Church

Our new confirmation class begins on Sunday, 
September 17! They will kick off the class with a 
Sunday ngiht dinner. If you have a youth who is 

interested in joining, contact Elisa!

Confimation Class Kick-off 
September 17 | 4-6 pm | Youth Room

Let us know you’re here! Fill out a connect card found in the back of the pew & place it in the offering plate.
Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!  

Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Join us for the kick-off of a new bi-monthly gathering 
for families to worship together, share a meal, and 

learn to grow healthy spiritual habits. We are setting 
aside time every other month to worship together as 
a family, eat a meal together, and learn together, all 

distraction-free. 

Family Investment Night
September 10 | 4-6 pm | Fellowship Hall

September’s Second Sunday Lunch will be held  
on the first Sunday of the month. Join us for this 

casual time of sharing food and fellowship -  
bring your favorite side dish! 

Today! Early Second Sunday Lunch 
September 3 after worship | Fellowship Hall


