
 



 

31 Asbury Rd, Farmingdale, NJ 07727  ·  732-938-5375  ·  info@sienachurch.org 

Our parish staff is here to help. You may contact the Parish Office 
by phone or email, and we warmly welcome you to call ahead to 
schedule an appointment.  

 

Weekend Mass 
Saturday  
4:30 PM Vigil 

Sunday  
8:00 AM  

10:00 AM | 11:30 AM 

Holy Days of  
Obligation 

9:00 AM | 7:00 PM 
unless otherwise announced 

Confession 
Saturday  
3:30 PM—4:00 PM 
other days by appointment 

Weekday Mass 
9:00 AM  
Monday, Tuesday,  Thursday,  
Friday 

Weekday Mass is at 31 Asbury Road Until Further Notice. 

CLERGY 

Pastor 
Rev. Angelito I. Anarcon 

pastor@sienachurch.org 

 

Deacon 
Daniel Sakowski 

deacondan@sienachurch.org 

STAFF 

Pastoral Associate 
Laura Randazzo 

passociate@sienachurch.org 

Music Director 
Charles Clarke 
frontoffice@sienachurch.org 

Office Assistant 
Janet Amato 
officeassistant@sienachurch.org 

Welcome to 

Your Parish 

Connect with  

St. Catherine of Siena 
Parish 

 

 

 

 

732-938-5375 

info@sienachurch.org      

www.sienachurch.org 

Parish Office Hours:  
Sunday 9:00 AM—

12:45 PM  
Monday-Thursday  

9:00-2:00 PM

Rooted in Faith • Growing in Community • Living the Gospel. 

The Church is open for prayer during 
office hours. 



Dear Friends in Christ, 

This weekend we celebrate Catechetical Sunday as our parish prepares to begin a 
new year of Religious Education. We recognize and give thanks for the dedication of 
our catechists, classroom aides, and all volunteers who generously share their time, 
faith, and love with our children. 

During the 10:00 AM and 11:30 AM Masses this Sunday, our catechists and  
volunteers will receive a special blessing as they begin their ministry. 

Let us come together as a parish family to support them with our prayers and  
gratitude, asking the Holy Spirit to guide their words and actions as they help form 
our young boys and girls — the future leaders and members of our Catholic faith. 

Today’s feast recalls the moment in history when the most holy cross of Jesus was 
found in Jerusalem and taken to Rome, seat of the imperial power. We recall Jesus’ 
words at the coming of the hour of his passion: “When I am lifted up from the earth,  
I will draw everyone to myself” (Jn 12:32). This feast is also known as the Triumph of 
the Cross. The one who became triumphant was none other than Jesus who  
resurrected on the third day after the Jews and the Romans put him to death. He thus 
effectively transformed the very nature of the cross, which used to be something  
negative, into something positive. The colonizers and oppressors of the Jews had used 
crucifixion as the instrument of capital punishment, which is death. The gruesome 
and cruel crucifixion on the cross was meant to declare the power of Rome on its  
subjects, and it also served as a warning and chilling reminder to those who would 
oppose the Roman Empire. Crucifixion, a slow and shameful death, aimed to  
humiliate the victim and to bring the person to a disgraceful end. 

The persecution of Jesus had thought that he would experience death like other  
criminals had gone through. But Jesus proved them wrong by rising on the third day 
and, in doing so, expunged the sting of death from the cross. As Jesus won victory by 
offering his life, so we, his followers, would gain victory if we generously give our life 
for others and accept our cross. Life’s difficulties and trails must be gladly welcomed 
and accepted, not for their own sake, but because we believe that Jesus is lifting us up 
and encourages us to carry them. We know that every trial or difficulty has its  
redemptive value because Jesus was the first one who made the choice to suffer and 
die on the cross. 

Bless us who find salvation in the cross of Christ: May we always recognize his glory 
in the weak, suffering and condemned of the world. We ask this through Christ,  
crucified and exalted, who is Lord forever and ever. Amen. 

May God bless you, 

Father Angelito 

 

Our Pastor’s Sunday Message 
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

SUNDAY READINGS 

First Reading: 
 

“We have sinned in  
complaining against the 

LORD  
       and you. 

Pray the LORD to take the 
serpents from us.”  

(Nm 21:7) 
 

Psalm: 
 

Do not forget the works of 
the Lord! (Ps 78) 

 

Second Reading: 
 

He humbled himself, 
    becoming obedient to 

death, 
    even death on a cross. 

(Phil 2:8) 
 

 

Gospel: 
 

For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, 

    so that everyone who  
believes in him might  

not perish 
    but might have 

 eternal life. (Jn 3:16) 



Mass Intentions 

We are Called
To know, love, and serve as Jesus did. 

Saturday, September 13 
4:30 PM Arthur (Butch) Bitz  
  r/b Patty & Stephanie   

Sunday, September 14  
8:00 AM Julie Harrigan 
  r/b Dubil Family 

10:00 AM  Connie Gersbeck 
  r/b  Loving Husband 

11:30 AM Dinh Ngyuen 
  r/b Loving Wife & Children 

Monday, September 15 
9:00 AM Anthony DeLibero 

  r/b Dominick Pondaco & Family 

Tuesday, September 16 
9:00 AM Jerry Ryan 

  r/b  Anne Ryan 

Thursday, September 18 
9:00 AM Sondra Martin Bachety 
  r/b  Anne Hilker 

Friday, September 19 
9:00 AM Salvatore Straniero  
  r/b  Louise Donnelly 

For the sick of our community 

To request Anointing and/or Homebound, please call the  
parish office at 732-938-5375. 

We pray for each other, particularly: 

Prayer of Love 
 
Dear God,  
Expand my heart in new ways today, to understand the 
love You have for me,  to take that love deeply into 
myself,  and to act from that love. Amen. 

Prayer for Catechists 
Loving God, 
You have called us each by name to follow Your Son. 
We ask You to bless our catechists, aides, and volunteers 
who dedicate themselves to teaching and guiding our children in the 
Catholic faith. 
Fill them with wisdom, patience, and joy. Strengthen their faith,  
deepen their love for You, and make them shining witnesses of the 
Gospel. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 We remember in prayer all 
those of our parish family 
who have recently been 
called home to the Lord.  

Especially: 

MARIE A. READY 
CRISTINA MORANO 

May they rest in the peace 
of Christ, and may their 

families be comforted by the 
hope of the Resurrection.  



Know  
To know, is learning to trust God. 

We warmly welcome all  
visitors joining us today at  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish—
whether you are here for the 
first time, visiting family, or 
simply passing through. 

We are blessed by your  
presence and hope you feel at 
home in this house of God. 

If you are new to the area and 
would like to learn more about 
our parish community, or how 
to register, please contact the 
parish office at 732-938-5375.  

May the peace of Christ  
be with you during your time 
with us! 

Annulment 

The Church encourages divorced and 
remarried persons to purse annulment. 

To arrange a confidential discussion,  
email deacondan@sienachurch.org  

Becoming Catholic 

Are you an adult interested in becoming 
Catholic and receiving the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist?  
The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(OCIA) is for you! Contact the parish  
office at 732-938-5375 or email  
passociate@sienachurch.org. 

Bulletin 

Please email submission requests by  
5:00 PM 14 days before the weekend 
bulletin date, to bulletin@sienachurch.org 

Change of Name/Phone/
Address 

Update information to  
officeassistant@sienachurch.org 

Faith Formation | Children 

Our Parish Religious Education Program 
(PREP)  is for children in K through 8th 
grade. Inquire to, email 
prep@sienachurch.org or call the parish 
office at 732-938-5375. 

Faith Formation | Teens 

Our Parish Religious Education Program 
(PREP) has sacramental preparation and 
ministry opportunities for teens,  
grade 9 –12. Inquire to email 
prep@sienachurch.org. or call the  
parish office at 732-938-5375. 

Our Newest Members: 

The Anello Family 
Michael, Megan  
Michael & Ryan 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Sacraments 

Baptism 

Parish families who wish to have a child 
baptized should be registered in the  
parish. First time parents are to take a  
pre-baptismal class before the sacrament 
of baptism. Classes are offered monthly. 
Please call the parish office at  
732-938-5375 for further information.  

Confirmation/ First Eucharist 
Children 

Preparation is a two– year process for 
children in our Parish Religious  
Education Program. (PREP) For those 
seeking the sacraments, please email 
prep@sienachurch.org or call the  
parish office at 732-938-5375.  

Confirmation/ First Eucharist 
Young Adults/Adults 

If you’ve been baptized Catholic but never 
received First Communion or  
Confirmation, we invite you to complete 
your sacraments of initiation! Contact the 
parish office at 732-938-5375 or email  
passociate@sienachurch.org. 

Marriage 

For parishioners (attending 6 months or 
more), a minimum of one year preparation 
is required. It is recommended to contact 
the parish office before booking venue.  

Sacramental Records 

To request a sacramental record, i.e.,  
copies of Baptismal Certificates,  
First Eucharist Certificates, Confirmation  
Certificates, Marriage Certificates email 
officeassistant@sienachurch.org. 

Welcome  
Visitors 



To love is to learn how to 
follow Christ together. 
Love is not just a feeling—
it’s a daily decision to walk 
with others in faith,  
humility, and compassion. 
As Christ loved us, we are 
called to love one another: 
with patience in difficulty, 
generosity in need, and  
mercy in weakness. 

When we love as Christ 
loves, we become  
instruments of His peace 
and healing in the world. 
True Christian love unites 
us, strengthens the Church, 
and draws others closer to 
God. 

Let us love not just in words, 
but in action—serving,  
forgiving, and building each 
other up in Christ. 

Love 
To love is to learn how to follow Christ together. 

Live the Liturgy 

Inspiration of the Week  

God did not send his son into the 
world to condemn it. The cross is not 
a symbol of judgment — the cross is 
what mercy looks like when it is lived 
out.  

How will we bring the cross into our 
lives this week?  

How will we live the mercy which has 
saved us? 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
Reflect and Respond 
 

1st Reading Question 
In their desert wanderings, the Israelites 
learned that repentance leads to healing.  
 
What needs healing in your life?  
 
2nd Reading Question 
Paul taught the Philippians that the  
humility and obedience of Jesus — even to 
the point of death by crucifixion — led to 
Jesus’ exaltation.  
 
When have you been challenged to be 
humble and obedient?  
 
Gospel 
Jesus reveals to Nicodemus that his death 
on the cross would lead believers to eternal 
life and save the world.  
 
What have you been taught about the 
meaning of the cross?      

Observances for the 
week of  
September 14, 2025 
 
Sunday: 
The Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross  
 

Monday: 
Our Lady of Sorrows 
 

Tuesday: 
Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and 
Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs  
 

Wednesday: 
St. Robert Bellarmine,  
Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church; St. Hildegard of 
Bingen, Virgin and Doctor of 
the Church  
  

Friday:   
St. Januarius, Bishop and  
Martyr  
 

 



AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Highlights, Events, and Opportunities for Our Parish Community. 

 



SERVE 
To serve is to live like Jesus—with love, humility, and purpose. 

At the heart and soul of our 
parish is the call from Jesus: 
to love God with all our 
heart, soul, mind, and 
strength, and to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. 

We believe the best way to 
live this out is by forming 
community and sharing our 
faith together—this is the 
heart of ministry. 

If you’re looking for a way to 
grow in faith and serve  
others, we invite you to get 
involved in parish life. 

Whether it’s through  
liturgy, faith formation, out-
reach, or hospitality— 
there’s a place for you here. 

Godparent For the Sacrament of Baptism | Sponsor for the Sacrament of Confirmation  

To Serve as a Godparent 
To serve as a godparent is more than an honor—it is a sacred calling. A godparent supports the faith journey of a child by ex-
ample, prayer, and ongoing spiritual encouragement. Chosen not just for closeness, but for character and commitment to the 
Catholic faith, a godparent walks alongside the child and their family, helping to nurture a life rooted in Christ. 

To Serve as a Confirmation Sponsor 
To serve as a Confirmation sponsor is a meaningful role in the life of a young Catholic. A sponsor stands as a witness to the 
faith, guiding the candidate through prayer, encouragement, and example. Chosen for their active Catholic life, sponsors help 
the candidate grow in their relationship with Christ and take their place as a fully initiated member of the Church. It is a 
commitment of presence, prayer, and ongoing spiritual support. 

Eligibility 
According to Canon Law, godparents & sponsors 
must: 

Be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the 
Church 

Be at least 16 yrs of age 

Received the sacraments of Baptism, Holy Eucharist, 
& Confirmation  

Not be bound by canonical penalties 

Not be the father or mother of the one being baptized 

Letter of Good Standing 
Before we can issue “a letter of good standing” from the Office of the 
Pastor, we ask that you be an active, registered parishioner for a  
minimum of six (6) months. An active member: 

Attends Mass on a regular basis & is registered, showing regular 
participation with the life, mission and support of St. Catherine of 
Siena Parish. 

Note, if he/she received all his/her sacraments here at St. Catherine of Siena Parish years 

ago but now lives elsewhere, he/she is not a member of this parish.  

Rather, he/she is a member of the parish in whose territory he/she resides. 
This is where the sponsor certi�icate must be obtained.  

 

Our parish is partnering with the Emmanuel Cancer Center in Wall, NJ to provide comfort 
and support to pa�ents and their families. The Center offers care, encouragement, and 
hope to those facing the challenges of cancer — and we can help by stocking their pantry 
with much-needed items. 

Requested items include: 

�� Non-perishable food  
Cereal, Peanut bu�er, Jelly, Pancake mix, Syrup, Rice, Macaroni & Cheese, Pasta, 
Sauce, Soup 
 

�� Coffee, tea, and shelf-stable drinks 

 

How to donate: 
Please bring your dona�ons to the Parish Office during regular office hours or place them 
in the designated bins at the church entrances. 



GROW
To grow in Christ is to become who we are meant to be.  

FORMED.org 
Great Catholic content for 
the whole family! 

Over 4,000 Catholic  
movies, cartoons and audio 
books. Subscribe at no cost.  

Signing up for Formed is 
quick and easy.  Just follow 
the simple instructions  
below: 

Go to formed.org/signup 
Search for your parish by 
zip code. 
 
Click on your parish. 

Register with your name 
and email address. 

Check that email account 
for a link to begin using 
Formed. 

The more you study the 
faith and encounter God in 
prayer, the more your trust 
in Him grows. 

Make time each day to  
nurture your  
relationship with God, and 
consider joining others in 
reading Scripture and 
growing together in faith.  DISCOVERING THE MASS IN THE BIBLE 

 

Tuesday, August 12— 10:00 AM PARISH HALL 

FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Join us each week as 
we gather to reflect on 

the Sunday Mass 
readings,  

share faith-filled con-
versation,  

and grow in  friendship 
& understanding. 

This is a time to listen 
deeply, ask  

questions, and allow 

Thinking About Becoming Catholic? 
Are you curious about the Catholic faith? Do you know someone who is? 

Are you baptized but not practicing, or longing to deepen your love for Christ and 
His Church? 

Join us for St. Catherine’s Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) — an 
inspiring journey of faith, learning, and community. 

Sessions are held Tuesday evenings at 6:30 PM, beginning September 16. 

All are welcome — seekers, the curious, and those returning to the Church. 
For more information and to register, please contact the parish office.  

732-938-5375 

OCIA 
Order of Christian Initiation for Adults 

We are excited to begin a weekly study of The Wild Goose on FORMED.org!  
This inspiring video series helps us open our hearts to the transforming power of the 

Holy Spirit. Together, we’ll explore how the Spirit leads us into a deeper  
relationship with God and guides us in our daily lives as disciples of Jesus.  

Starting:  Tuesday, September 16, 2025   10 AM  

For more information, contact Laura Randazzo at passociate@sienachurch.org  

Bring an open heart and join us for coffee and conversation as we gather, learn, and 
grow in faith together. All are welcome!  



THE DIOCESE OF 
TRENTON is committed 
to the initiative outlined in 
the U.S. Bishop’s Charter 
for the Protection of  
Children and Young People 
and to its own policies and 
guidelines regarding the 
reporting and investigation 
of sexual abuse allegations 
involving minors.  

If you have been sexually 
abused as a minor by a 
member of the clergy or 
anyone representing the 
Catholic Church, or if you 
know of someone who was, 
you can report that abuse 
through the diocesan  
ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-888-
296-2965 or via email at 
abuseline@dioceseoftrento
n.org. 

The Diocese of Trenton 
reports any allegations of 
sexual abuse to the  
appropriate law enforce-
ment agencies.  Anyone 
with an allegation is also 
encouraged to provide that 
information to local law 
enforcement authorities.  

 

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM  
 Forming hearts, growing faith, following Christ 

CALLING ALL CHILDREN AGES 4-8 
Join Miss Kitty & Miss Megan 

Sundays during the  
10:00 AM Mass & 11:30 AM Mass. 

This special time allows children to hear God’s Word 
in a way they can understand and reflect on through 

prayer, discussion, and age-appropriate activities. 
They return to their families before the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist.  No registration required—just come and 

join us!  Help your child grow in faith, one  
Sunday at a time. 

Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word  

St. Catherine of Siena Parish is excited 
to launch our new Mommy & Me 
Program—a special opportunity for 
mothers (or caregivers) and young 
children (ages infant to 4) to gather in 
faith, friendship, and fun! 

Join us for songs, stories, crafts, simple 
prayers, and playtime in a welcoming, 
faith-based  
environment. 

When: Thursday,  
October 23—10: AM 
Where: Parish Center Activity Room 
Cost: Free! All are welcome. 

Come connect with other families and 
help plant seeds of faith in your little 
one’s heart! 

For more information or to register,  
contact Laura Randazzo at  
email: passociate@sienachurch.org. 

New! Mommy & Me Program 
A Faith-Filled Start for  
Our Littlest Disciples 

SHARING THE GOSPEL 

Love God more than yourself. This means you 
will give up something you dearly love for 
him. When you have two pencils and two 
notebooks, God wants you to share with a 
student who has none.  

PRAYER & MISSION FOR THE WEEK 

God you are my power and m 

 



2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

“Each one 
must give as he 
has decided in 
his heart, not 
reluctantly or 
under  
compulsion, 
for God loves 
a cheerful  
giver.” 

Parish Offertory 

Support the ongoing, operational needs at  
St. Catherine’s, including the care of people, programs 
and facilities.  

Your offertory gifts enable us to celebrate our Masses 
each week, provide pastoral care, and maintain our 
sacred spaces. 

Thanks to your support our parish can continue our 
mission to know, love, serve and grow and Jesus did. 

STEWARDSHIP
What shall I return to the Lord for all He has given me? 

 

PARISH UPDATE as of September 5, 2025 
Goal $38,000.00
Pledged 57,442.85 151% of Goal
Paid $54,551.35 144% of Goal

Your gift directly helps our parish bene�it as 
funds are applied to Parish Formation Programs

St. Catherine of Siena Parish Online Giving  
An easier way to support us!  

CONSIDER SIGNING UP FOR ONLINE GIVING 
WITH WESHARE 

To enroll, go to www.sienachurch.org, click on 
WAYS TO GIVE to securely donate online.  

This will bring you to our  
PARISH GIVING page. From there, you will be able 

to set up a one time or recurring donation!  

WESHARE: 1-877-316-0266 

Would You Like to Receive Offertory Envelopes? 
If you are a registered parishioner and would like to begin receiving offertory envelopes, please 
contact the parish office. Using envelopes is a helpful way to support the parish regularly and to 
receive a record of your contribu�ons for tax purposes. 

Not yet registered? We’d be happy to welcome you! Stop by the parish office to register. 

Also, did you know you can: 

Offertory Update 
Sept 6 | Sept 7, 2025 

 4:30 PM $1,382.00 
 8:00 AM $1,223.00 
10:00 AM $1,218.00 
11:30 AM $1,201.00 
Online Giving  $3,686.00 

Weekend Total: $ 8,710.00 

Catholic University  
Collection 

$ 493.00 



N O W  O P E N !

 514 Rt. 33, Unit 6 
Millstone, NJ 08535

thereligiousstore

www.religiousstore.com          
732.858.9777

SCAN FOR MORE DETAILS

VOTE
Your Voice 
Matters...

CatholicEngagement

Edith and Scott Rubinson, Realtor Associates
Cell 732.406.6961 • Office 800.299.2129

Invite us in...We bring results

Edithrubinson@gmail.com 
www.Rubinsonhomes.com

2400 Route 9 • Howell, NJ 07731
Freehold@HoundsTownUSA.com
Phone: 848.863.6744 • Fax: 848.863.6743

Doggie
Daycare

Boarding

Pet Spa

Freehold

Provider of powerwashing and painting services for St. Catherine of Siena

HOT Water Power Washing • Exterior / Interior Painting & Staining
Soft Wash • Roof Cleaning

NJ Lic # 13VH08078700

HOLY 
ROOF?

All Around 
Roofing & Siding

“Call a Reliable Family Business for 30 Years!”

2nd Generation / Insured • NJ Lic # 13VH01176200

Insured
NJ Lic # 13VH01176200

All Around 
Handyman

Services
“Much More than  

a Handyman!”

732-280-6530
818 16th Ave • Belmar

INSIDE & OUTSIDE REPAIRS 
OUTSTANDING WARRANTIES

CRUZ GOLF
Public Course

No Tee Times Needed
732-938-3378

www.cruzgolfcc.com
Birdsall Road · Farmingdale, NJ

BREAKFAST CLUB
Good Food At
Great Prices!!

732-751-1191
Next To Shop-N-Bag              Open Daily

C84885 (CK) - St. Catherine of Siena Church · Farmingdale, NJ	 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • Bon Venture Services, LLC · 34 Ironia Road · Flanders, NJ 07836

www.emaenv.com

Call & Ask How!
732-919-0595

TANK REMOVALS, 
TANK INSTALLATIONS, 

MOLD TESTING  
& SOIL TESTING

Robert C. McGirr • Owner & Manager • NJ Lic. 3273
100 Elton-Adelphia Rd., Freehold Twp • 732-462-0101

Serving the community since 1860

Visit us at www.claytonfuneralhome.com

C layton & McGirr
F U N E R A L  H O M E

www.stgabrielsmausoleums.com • 908-208-0786

has begun.


