Give 3 smile,
Get one back,
Give a hug

And see the smile...

[t's Happening at Grace

I've never read the book o
Love Story by Erich Segal, .o 0o e
or seen its 1970 movie
adaptation, but I've heard ..
one of its quotes over and -
over again: “Love means -
never having to say you're ...’
sorry.” L

What?! Clearly Erich Segal .
was never in a relationship .
(or had a very unhappy oneg RNRS.
because what ['ve learned -
over the years from family "0
and friends, and especially w0
my husband, Ben, is that: ..
love definitely means you
have to say you're sorry!

The reality is that no matter how much we love
someone we will inevitably 1mess up in some way.
Maybe it will be a harsh word when we're hungry or
forgetting their birthday, or perhaps you have no idea
what you did to make them upset—any way, we are
human and that means that we make mistakes and
hurt one another, even the ones we love most. As Paul
says, “I do not understand my own actions. For 1 do
not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate”
(Romans 7:15, NR5V). When we mess up, one of the
most important lessons we learn from Scripture is that
healing a broken relationship begins with saying, “I'm
sorry”.

It seems fitting, then, that February 14th this year is
both Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday, the first day
of the season of Lent. February 14. That’s right —on the
day that we celebrate the love of friends and family,
we also remember that we have a history of messing
up big time, hurting God and our neighbors. In other
words, love means saying you're sorry.

The season of Lent is where we are invited to reflect
on how we have turned inward to focus on ourselves
at the expense of God and our neighbors. During these
40 days leading up to Easter we are reminded that if
God was in the business of keeping a scorebook, we
would be on the losing side. Try as we might, we are
not perfect. We focus on ourselves too much and we
live in ways that prevent others from having enough
food, shelter, and opportunity. We say things that hurt
others and we remain silent when our voice is needed.
We may love God, but we are not very good at showing
if.

f:rom the Fastoﬁs Dcsk:
Love You...Rcmcmber You are Dust

February, 2018 Lutheran!

Part of faithful Christian
discipleship then, means
being  honest with
ourselves, our comumunity,
and God about the ways
we have fallen short of
what God would have us
do. That's what Lent is
about—reflecting on our
brokenness, repenting of
our sins, and turningback
towards the ways God
desires us to live. While
we will spend a significant
ortion of this season
earning about ways we
can radically reorient our lives toward the cross of
Jesus Christ as we grow inour discipleship, this season
of Lent is not about us. It's about God andp the love that
covers a multitude of sins.

Because part of correcting our penchant for bein
bent inward on ourselves is to realize that we can't
do it all, we're never going to be perfect, and we
desperaiely need someone to save us, Hint: it's Jesus.
It’s about saying sorry and having faith that God loves
us so much that God will forgive us yet again, this Lent
and every Lent until Jesus comes back.

(continues on page 2)
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(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)

To not say we're sorry would mean to ignore the
reality that were broken. Embracing the Lenten
practices of repentance and radical reorientation, we
can grow as disciples as we rely on.;
God’s love to turn us outward and
toward our Creator.

So this Ash Wednesday, as you feel
the sign of the cross placed on your
forehead and those tamiliar words,
“Remember you are dust and to
dust you shall return,” may you also
remember that you are loved.

Your partner in God’s mission,
+Pastor Courtney

WHY DO WE USE ASHES ON ASH
WEDNESDAY?

“Ash Wednesday is the Wednesday of the seventh
week before Easter and the first day of Lent. The day is
named for the practice ofimposing ashes, a practice that
many Lutheran congregations have found to be a very
meaningful part of the Ash Wednesday liturgy. Using
ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice,
often mentioned in the Bible {e.g., Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6;
Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21). The early Christians
adopted the use of ashes from Jewish practice as an
external mark of penitence.

Ashes symbolize several aspects of our human
existonge:

@ Ashes remind us of God's condemnation of sin,
as God said to Adam, "Dust you are and to dust
you shall return” (Genesis 3:19).

9 Ashes suggest cleansing and renewal. They
were used anciently in the absence of soap. Even
on Ash Wednesday, this most penitential day,
we receive ashes in the form of the cross, the
same symbol placed on our bodies with water in
our baptism. Even in this ashen mark of death,
we anticipate the new life of Easter.

© Ashes remind us of the shortness of human life,
foritis said as we are buried into the ground or as
ashes are placed in a columbarium..."We commit
this body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes

to ashes, dust to dust” (Evangelical Lutheran

‘Ash Wednesday

Worship, p. 284).

Copyright © 2013
Evangelical Lutheran
Church  in  America.
www.elca.org/
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CHURCH

'

The January meeting was largely ¢
taken up by the election of the new
Council leadership. The officers for 2018 are: Eric
Grim, President, Tom Kerr, Vice President, Priscilla
Turek, Secretary. The office of Treasurer is still
pending. Good luck to them as they lead the church.

On the recommendation of Finance Committee, we
approved using the M&T Bank Automated Investment
Sweep service. This service sweeps idle available
funds into a money market fund that is invested in
U.S. Government obligations. The purpose is to earn
a higher rate of return on monies in our checking and
savings accounts. We are also applying for a church
credit card through M&T.

There was a discussion on arevision to the application
form to use church facilities. Approval pending the
rewrite of revisions.

We are still looking to reorganize Mission and
Discipleship Committee.

Fiy

TIME IS ALSO A WAY TO GIVE

We are all called to serve, Some give financially as
they are able, but all should give with time and talent.
We have a number of duties that need to be filled each
week for the services to go forward. Please consider
volunteering for the services, Duties for Spirit Cellar
are Children’s Church and breakfast helper. Sign-
up sheets for these are on the Sunday School door
and the whiteboard
respectively.  Duties
for the late service are
Acolytes and Lectors.
Sign-up sheets  for
these dutics arc on the
casel in the Welcome
Center.

—  Pastoral Acts

Baptism
i Januvary 28 - Landon Buckingham was
i | joined to Christ in the waters of baptism.
» Thanks be to God!



STRANGERS IN KENYA: A kinder, gentler bull

Our family has
reached that phase

kids for movies. The
boys prefer the PG/
PG-13 adventure fare,
© while Claire enjoys
the animated comedy
= releases in the G/PG
“range mostly. I got to
see Thor: Ragnarok in early December, so when our
trip to the theater came up this past weekend, 1 had to
do my time in the prison of Ferdinand. Or so | thought.

But Ferdinand was a gracious host instead of a
vicious torturer. [ actually think it was my favorite kids
movie that I'd seen since Inside Out in 2015.

Idon'tremember reading the book as a child, but from
"~ what I knew of the premise (a flower-sniffing, fearful
bull who won't act like a bull), I figured T was in for an
emasculating trip down Feminism Blvd. So many kids
movies feature bumbling, idiotic, out-of-touch, and
passive men that I didn’t imagine they'd veer too far
trom that trope. Stereotypes make us laugh, sure. But
they can wear on your nerves when they perpetuate a
problematic truth in our society (the scourge of absent/
uninvolved fathers on the American family).

Ferdinand (the character) did none of that,
Ferdinand wasn't a wimp. He didn’t denigrate those
who preferred fighting, despite their constant criticism
of his passive ways. He had the power to stand up
for himself (he was the largest bull by far), but he
never abused or hurt anyone with his power. Mainly,
Ferdinand desired to gently free others from their own
blind obsessions with pride, vanity, and power.

To put in plainly, Ferdinand mirrored more traits
of Jesus Christ than any fictional character in recent

where Heather
and 1 take turns
accompanying  our:

memory. “A bruised reed He will not break, And a
dimly burning wick he will not extinguish, He will
faithtully bring forth justice” {Is 42:3) “He did consider
equality with God something to be grasped, but made
himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant”
(Phil 2:6-7). “He heals the broken in heart and binds up
their wounds” (Ps 147:3}. “...learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls” (Matt 11:29).

I have to admit though, that even as a Christian, as
someone who desires and atternpts to live a life rooted
in the character of Jesus, [ get off track easily. Especially
in this day and age, where it feels like the cultural
war rages on brutally. Like Peter with his sword on
Maundy Thursday, 1 feel like atheists and agnostics
and nominal Christians are out to hurt my precious
Savior and so I swing away.

It certainly doesn’t help when the “leader” of the free
world is perhaps the least humble and gentle person
possible. Jesus turned the other cheek for his enemies;
Trump turns out another Tweet on his enemies. It's
hard for us not to be influenced and enticed by such
incessantly harsh, bitter, and immature behavior by
our president and his opponents.

That wasn’t Ferdinand, he of the strong and
powcerful virtue. At the dimax of the movie, he chose to
peacefully resist rather than to violently gore. Despite
being provoked and wounded, he won. Hearts melted.
Weapons lowered. Love conquered. Life prevailed. !
know that | need more stories like this in my life, more
examples like Ferdinand, to remind me how Jesus
wants me to live amidst the violent times around us.

Taken

from: hitp://strangersinkenya.blogspot.

January 21,

com/2018/01/a-kinder-gentler-bull html.
2018.

WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?
SCOUTING AT GRACE

Scouting at Grace

February is Scouting Month. 1€ you checked the
Cabinet we have on display our ‘History
of Scouting at Grace.” Many dedicated
Den Mothers, Cub Masters, Scout
and Troop Leaders and Committee
Members have given their time and
talents unselfishly.

The Cabinet will be changed the week
of February 11. We will then fill the
Cabinet with cur Chrismon Crosses.
Hope you will take time to see them
"Up Close".

ATHLETE HELPERS

A gracious thank you to the youth of the Red Lion
swim teams that volunteered here at Grace Lutheran!
They helped to carry and organize all of the donated
iterms from the holiday drive. Thank vou for making a
difference and investing in your community.

T amE Ge hoecelve bhe Beacoon
Elecbronicelly?
It's Easy?

Just email your address o the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We'll take care of the rest.




STEWARDSHIP 101

We are dust. Yes, but we are God's dust. Our body
consists of frillions of atoms, each one a speck of “dust”
created by of God, billions of years ago. God put us
together from the very stuff of the universe.

»  Therefore, we are quite literally “earthy”
beings, made of the same material as air, water, soil
and stone. Fart of creation, not separate from it, we
work to preserve and sustain the health of God's
creation for all people and future generations.

e Therefore, we have reverence for our bodies,
expressed through healthy living - eating right,
exercising, and avoiding illegal drugs and other
poisons.

We are breath. We are “dust,” certainly, but not onl
dust. Genesis 2.7 describes us as “dust” into whic?‘:
God has “breathed the Holy breath of life.” Our life is
the breath of God in our dust.

®  Therefore, every breath we take is holy. Every
breath is a prayer that whispers God's praise and
reminds us of God’s life force in us.

»  Therefore, welook to God to align our lives and
ourselves with God’s holy reality that arcs towards
God’s purposes of peace, love, joy, justice and truth.

Our time is brief. Between the time that the “dust”
of our lives comes together to form us and when it
returns to the earth, we have a finite number of minutes
on earth,

s  Therefore, every hour, every second is sacred.
There is not a single moment one to waste, We spend
our time wisely, carefully, prayerfully.

*  Therefore, we do not cling o our possessions,
knowing that we don't really “own” anything, but
only hold onto it for a little while,

¢  Therefore, we nourish our lives with world
treasures of real and lasting value — friendships,
trust, love, joy, service, generosity and harmony,

This Lent spend time in prayer, with openness and
honesty. See how God will turn your heart and mind,
transforming you into the person you were created to
be. Reflect each day on Ash Wednesday. “Remember
you arc dust, and to dust you shall return.”

--Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted
by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to
the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and also
works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.
org.

LENT SCHEDULE 2018

Ash Wedn

We are celebrating Ash Wednesday at St. John's UCC
{161 N Main St, Red Lion, PA). Please join us for a soup
supper and worship. The Supper begins at 6:00 p.m.
with Worship at 7:00 p.m. Grace Lutheran is to bring
dessert. Please let Jocelyn in the office know if you can
bring something. We need at least ten bakers, although
we can certainly have more!

We are having our mid-week study in anticipation
for Easter. It will be held on Wednesdays during Lent.
Join us as we discuss six practices that are central
to our lives as disciples and how the Holy Spirit is
calling us to live in deeper relationship with God and
our neighbor each week. Our topics are: February
21 Prayer, February 28 Food, March 7 Sacraments,
March 14 Worship, March 21 Money, and March 28
Community. The schedule each week is as follows:

6:00 p.m. Confession & Communion
6:15 p.m. Soup
6:30 p.m. Study Discussion

We need helpers to offer soup and/or bread each
week. Call the office for details.

Pastor’ . Lord’s Pr

Pastor Couttney invites all to come for a study
of the Lord’s Prayer from 10:00 to 10:35 a.m. during
February and March. Join the confirmands in learning
or enhancing learning of our most important way to
worship. Jesus gives us the words to pray, but that
doesnt mean they always make sense. Take some
time to reflect on the powerful words that have given
Christians comfort and courage for thousands of years:

February 11 Introduction
February 18 First Petition
February 25 Second & Third Detitions

March 4 Fourth Petition

March 11  Fifth Petifon

March 18  Sixth Petition

March 25  Seventh Petition & Conclusion
"SOUPER” BOWL SUNDAY

On Super Bowl Sunday we will be taking a collection
to help the food pantry to provide soup to our clients.
Feel free to wear your favorite football jersey and “go
deep” into your pockets to help those in need warm up
this winter!




NEED IS MULTT-
LAYERED

_ Even though the weather
Fﬂp@ ?3§§m is cold and frosty, the
Hiipisiry demand for help has not

Lutheran Church.  We
are getting calls every week from clients who are
desperately in need of food or clothing, Thanks
to on-going donations, we are able to help meet
their emergencies even though it is not a scheduled
distribution. As we look forward to our Easter
distribution in March, however, the need. for health and
beauty aids is still unmet. We need approximately 100
each of laundry detergent, dish detergent, body wash
and shampoo so if you are able to visit the Dollar Tree
to pick up any of those items it would greatly help the
food pantry. Packing of boxes will be held on February
24 and March 3 beginning at 8:30 a.m., lasting about
two hours. If you have not participated in this activity,
mark your calendars so that you don't miss the fun.
Sanctuary set-up is on Sunday, March 11 following the
traditional service and includes lunch for volunteers.
Easter food distribution
is Monday, March 12
beginning at 830 a.m.
Volunteers are always:
needed onboth of those |
days so again mark |
your calendar so you!
are available to assist
this out-reach ministry |
here at Grace. =

ADVENTACTIVITY

Following our custom, those who worship at
the contemporary service participated this year in
an advent activity involving our Christmas free.
Instead of decorating the tree with Chrismons, this
year we placed articles that related to the season on
the branches. On the first Sunday, we hung hearts
marked with our family narne to remind us that Christ
is in our hearts every day of the year. Second Sunday,
found us hanging stars that illustrated that Christ is
the light of the world and we are to reflect that light
to everyone in our daily lives. A teddy bear on the
third Sunday reminded us that everyone, even little
children, can experience the warm feeling that comes
from the love of Christ. On the fourth Sunday, bright
red mittens showed us that our hands are to be used
to do God 's work in the world. On Epiphany Sunday,
we hung little presents, again with our family names,
to represent the gift of our lives to Christ. The Baptism
of our Lord found us hanging three blue beads on the
tree to represent our baptism. It was rewarding to see
all of the decorations on the tree as we added more
each Sunday. In fact, it is almost tempting to keep
the tree up until Easter but the sorrow of the Lenten
season is more about contemplation than celebration
so the tree will come down...until next year.

slowed down at Grace:

BOOK CLUB

{  The next meeting of the

Book Club is February 15
at 6:30 p.m. in the Welcome
Center. Our book for this
month is A Man Called
Ove by Frederik Backman.
Goodreads.com has this to say about this book that
will make you laugh, cry, laugh and cry:

‘A grumpy yet loveable man finds his solitary world
turned on its head when a boisterous young family
moves in next door.

Meet Ove. He's a curmudgeon, the kind of man who
points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars
caught outside his bedroom window. He has staunch
principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People call
him the bitter neighbor from hell, but must Ove be
bitter just because he doesn’t walk around with a smile
plastered to his face all the time?

Behind the cranky exterior there is a story and a
sadness. So when one November morning a chatty
young couple with two chatty t%rmmg daughters move
in next door and accidentally tlatten Ove's mailbox, it
is the lead-in to a comical and heartwarming tale of
unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, and the ancient
art of backing up a U-Haul. All of which will change
one cranky old man and a local residents’ association
to their very foundations.’

THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
H communicate between members in a clear and

interesting format, I you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do;

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is af least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletier”
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month's
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement  your  submission, include  them
along with direcons o7 suggestions on their usc.
Please include your contact information in cwe

submission so the editor can get in touch to c!arig
or fact-check. If you are ierested in a monthl

Lsubmission or article, we welcome that as weit a




CROSS-GENERATION SUNDAY SCHOOL

Cross-Gen wins Oscar! Cross Generation
Sunday School presented an epiphany story
focused on the Wise Men's journey and how 1t
connects to our journey as we search for Christ
int our lives. Cameo roles by Mary, Joseph and
baby Jesus, the wise men and even King Herod
filled the "screen” with stellar performances.
Audience members were directed to discuss
their own journeys as they traveled with
others, as they met obstacles and as they finally
delivered their own gifts to the Christ child. If
you missed this award winning presentation,
Holy Family? make plans to attend our next session on the
Elaina Rudolf as Joseph, third Sunday of February in the welcome

Wes Smith as Mary, and center. No tckets required!
A Kathy Vivian as Jesus

e



T.0.G.S. NEWS

The T.Q.G.S. will have their
first lock-in of the year, If
you are in the 7th grade or
older, join us.from Saturday,

the morning service begins at
9:00 am. Sunday, February
11. Bring your sleeping gear
for lots of fun.

LUTHERAN CAMPING

Our Lutheran camps have
activities all year round. In
February, they are sponsoring
a Winter Fun Day at
Kirchenwald on February 11.
Bring your family or youth
group and enjoy an afternoon
on Kirchenwald’'s award-
wining toboggan run, ice-
skating on the lake, or drinking hot chocolate in the
lodge. Find more information at lutherancamping.org,.

Den't forget that Summer Camp is just around the
corner and now is the time to begin thinking about
it. There are discounts for early sign-up, so check the
website for details or to order a catalog.

FLOWER SPONSORS ARE NEEDED

We still have some open dates for flowers to be
placed on the Altar. Please contact Karen Turner at
717-244-7002 if you would like to claim November 11
or December 9. Memorializing these dates is a great
way to help the church and remember loved ones.

& 2

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

February’s flowers are sponsored by:

04 - Keith McCleary

11 - Richard Jacobs _
14 - Erma Grim (Ash Wednesday)
18 - Shirley Pfefferle

25~ Jay Keener

March's flowers are sponsored by:

04 - Dick Rhine

11 - Cindy Strobeck

18 ~ Crace Lutheran

25 — George McCallum (Palm Sunday)
29 - Dick Rhine (Maundy Thursday)

February 10 at 6:30 p.m. until’

Pebrz r Celebrebions

01 - Kailyn Bermett

{2 ~ Audrey Mae Johnston
03 - Maggie Holroyd
04 — Stephen Germick
04 — Beth Kollosch

05 — Kelsey Shaffer

07 — Vickie Grove

08 — Abby Kuhn

09 - Jeremy Heiss

10 - Pat Gohn

10 - Charles Murphy
13 - Camden Manahan
13 ~ Richard Zerance
14 — Cohen Manahan
14 — Madison Shaffer
14 — Barbara Slavinski
15 — Madison Webster
16 - Alana Haag

17 - Ferne Arnold

17 - Olivia Kicas

18 — Marie Martin

18 — Elaina Rudolf

19 — Tina Miller

21 — Barbara Hartman
22 — Robin Bennett

24 - Donald Anderson
25 - Wesley Mummert
25 — Natalie Rudelf

26 - Patsy Mummert

5 Wedding Anniversarics

06 - Leif & Peggy Ericson

15 - Wesley & Malissa Smith
18 - John & Sandra Fishel

25 - Thomas & Barbara Taute
27 - Carolyn & Michael Noll







