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  See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  

I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.   

~ Isaiah 43:19  

Miked Up 
Jesus said to them, “Come with me. I’ll make a new kind of fisherman out of you.   
I’ll show you how to catch men and women instead of perch and bass.”  – Matt. 4: 19. 
 

This is Jesus’ invitation to His disciples to transition from catching fish to, 
metaphorically, rescuing souls and leading people to God. It means following Jesus to 
learn His ways, to be transformed from ordinary workers into empowered individuals 
who share His love, truth, and gospel message to build the kingdom of God.  
 

Key aspects of this phrase include: 
 A Process of Transformation: "I will make you" means that Jesus transforms, equips, 

and enables His followers over time rather than requiring them to be perfect first.  
Jesus does His work through His Church, through you and me, and the agencies and 
organizations in society which are aligned with Jesus’ teachings and example.  

 An Act of Obedience: Following requires leaving behind old comforts, habits, or 
livelihoods to prioritize God’s higher mission. 

 A Shift in Purpose: We see a change in focus from purely physical work to a spiritual, 
compassionate mission focused on bringing others into the fold. 

 A Call for Everyone: Jesus’ words apply to all followers of Christ, not just people who 
have been ordained, commissioned, licensed, or self-appointed, instructing 
everyone to share the gospel in thought, word, and deed and walking with one 
another to salvation.                                                                                        ~ Pastor Mike  

United Women in Faith (UWF) 
We’re a sisterhood acting in faith to tackle the hard work of the world 
without hesitation. 
 

Driven by God’s love and united in sisterhood, we work to improve 
the lives of women, children and youth. Every day, we show up. We 
take action. We get it done. And we invite you to join us.  
 

St. Paul UWF has two circles, one meeting in the evening and one in the 
afternoon.  After taking the summer off, both circles resume meeting in September. Be 
sure to keep an eye out for meeting information in the bulletin and on the St. Paul 
Facebook pages. We invite ALL church women to join us.  
Contact Elaine Clark or Karen Poff for more information. 

 



Choirs 
Welcome back to all of you who have served St. Paul choir in the past. And I extend an open 
invitation to anyone new to the group….please give us a try!  It is a really great place to spend 
your time! 
Let’s get together on Wednesday evenings and enjoy worshipping through singing and sharing 
music together! Wednesdays from 7:15-8:30 p.m. in the chancel choir room on the 1st floor. 
The first anthem of our music year will be presented on September 13th during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship service!  Let’s come together no matter your music ability level and “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord!” 
 
Children’s Choir begins our first Wonderful Wednesday on September 9th from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. In the Children’s 
Choir room on the 1st floor.   
Help spread the word that this choir is open to all children in our community who are in Kindergarten through 5th 
grade and beyond. 
The children listen to Bible stories, sing about Bible teachings and present some of these songs 6 times a year 
during the 10:00 a.m. worship service. They learn to read music rhythms and melodies, play music games, and 
learn music symbols. St. Paul Church offers this choir as an outreach to the children of our community, and it is 
free!                                                                                                                    ~ Carolyn Mills, Organist & Director of Choirs 

 

Baby Shop 
The Baby Shop served 40 families in August, 9 of whom were new, for a total of 60 children we clothed. We still 
have 3 families who have not yet picked theirs up.  
  

Our biggest need this month, as we transition to fall/winter clothing, is blankets. We will be using them up quickly. 
We also still need girls long sleeve shirts in sizes 2, 3, 4, and 5. The boys sizes are looking good except that we need 
sizes newborn, 0-3 mo., and 3-6mo.  
 

The upcoming dates we need help are as follows. Al times are 9:30-noon, but you don’t need to stay the entire 
time! Just let me know what days you can help, and I’ll put your name on the calendar.  
 

Friday September 4  

Saturday September 5  

Monday September 14  

Friday September 18  

Monday September 21  

Monday September 28  

Thursday October 1  

Friday October 2  

Saturday October 3  
 

Thank you for all you do to support this important mission to families!                     ~ Gail Pankey, for the Baby Shop 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  

The old has gone, the new is here!  

~ 2 Corinthians 5:17  



Social Media 
What do you love about St. Paul UMC? We have an upcoming social 
media project that will feature the different things our St. Paul family 
loves about our church. Please be specific!   
 

Examples:  
-I love how the sun peaks over the buildings of downtown 
Christiansburg during our Easter morning sunrise service. 
-I love Mrs. Patsy's deviled eggs at Wonderful Wednesday dinner.   
 

As you think of specific things you love about St. Paul, please send 
them to Ashley Johnson (youth@stpaulvaumc.org or 540-250-5587).  

 

Youth Ministries 
Youth Group each Sunday night (middle school/high school) 
5:30 – 7:30pm 
 

Monday, September 21st (MCPS teacher workday) 
Youth Group serve at the Baby Shop 
9:30am - noon  
 
Resurrection 2027 
What: Resurrection - An annual weekend retreat filled with worship and 
spiritual growth for youth. Each year thousands come together in Pigeon 
Forge, TN, to celebrate the God of The Resurrection. Through inspirational 
words and music led by nationally-known speakers and musicians, young 
people encounter the Lord in new and deeper ways.  We invite you to come 
and be with us and experience the life-changing power of Jesus Christ—the 
One who is The Resurrection and The Life. 
 Speaker:  Pastor Sam Dzobo 
 Music: YTHEFFECT Worship 
When: January 22 – 24, 2027 (We will leave 1pm Friday, return Sunday evening) 
Where: Pigeon Forge, TN 
Who: Middle & High Schoolers 
Cost: $50 deposit to hold your spot.  Due October 1st 
 We will be doing fundraisers to cover the remaining balance.     
 
Acolytes 
Acolytes – please claim your Sundays!  Let Ms. Ashley know when you’re available for September, October and 
November. 
 
Children and Youth 
Our Christmas play “The Biggest Gift” will be held during worship on Sunday, December 6th.   All children and 
youth are invited to participate.   
Please let Ms. Ashley know: 
1. If your child/youth is interested in participating  
2. If they would prefer a speaking part OR a non-speaking part.   
Rehearsals will be scheduled once we know who is planning to participate.   



 

Wayne & Dolores Brockenbrough—10 

Gary & Patsy Sparks—14 

Ross & Sara Mecham—16 (60th) 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Please call the church office!  Thank you! 

 

Ruth Gregory—2 

Robert Chafin—3 

Julie Rhudy—3 

Jon Thomas—3 

Erica Conner—6 

Diann Eaton—7 

Gloria Cornish—8 

Ronald Hollandsworth—9 

Bill Streich—9 

Douglas King—10 

Mary Ann Wilson—11 

Mike Derflinger—12 

Allison Musciano—12 

Katherine Sherman—12 

Faye Chrisman—15 

Dotte Foster—15 

Shan Carroll—16 

Debbie Lawrence—16 

Denise Warren—16 

Rich Alvis—18 

Jane Collins—18 

Sherri Derflinger—19 

Timothy Nelson—19 

Ron Barrett—21 

Butch Phillips—21 

Barbara DeHart—22 

Marjorie Vitale—22 

Delores Brockenbrough—23 

Chuck Nelson—23 

Jackie Buhrdorf—26 

Suzanne Hamrick—27 

Sara Mecham—28 

Anna Lee Lawrence—29 

Andrew Skidmore—29 

Baptized Roll—Known  
 

 

Baptized Roll—Unknown 
 

Membership Roll—Unknown  

Ellie Wade—3, Kaydn Camper—20,  

Ryan Hamrick—27 
 

Savanna Simpson 
 

Brandy McCoy 

Study Opportunity for Women: Pre-advent Advent Study 

If Michaels and Hobby Lobby can put up their Christmas displays in July before Independence Day, I guess it is ok 
that I am talking about Advent Studies in our September newsletter. Yes, Christmas comes every year, whether we 
are ready or not.  
 

I’m so excited to lead an Advent study for women this year, “Loving My Actual Christmas”,  here at St. Paul. This 
study will be both practical help and inspiration for the upcoming season. As we remember the why behind the 
holiday, we can shape what it looks like today.  
 

The Christmas season can be wild and wonderful but it can also be overstimulating and downright tough. Hope, 
peace, joy and love are the words we find around the church and on Christmas cards but often in my actual life, I 
might resonate more closely with overspending, overeating, undersleeping and underrejoicing during this season. 
 

“Loving My Actual Christmas” will be a six week study, meeting mid October - Thanksgiving. This is a “pre-Advent” 
Advent study to help us get our minds and hearts ready for the season. Plus, who in the world is going to willingly 
add another commitment to their December calendar?!? 
 

If you are interested in participating, please let me know by September 12th. (Ashley Johnson, Director of Youth 
Ministry, youth@stpaulvaumc.org or 540-250-5587). We will determine the exact study date and time based on 
interest.   

 



September 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

 
1 

Preschool Parents 
Night, Preschool 
Rooms 6:30P-
7:30P 
 

Staff-Parish 
Relations, JOY 
Classroom 7P 
 

Community Hand 
Bell Choir, Rm 301 
7P-8P                                          

2 
Preschool Open 
House, 9A-11A 
 

Chancel Choir 
7:15P 

3 
 

4 
Baby Shop 9:30A-
12P 
 

5 
Baby Shop 9:30A-
12P 

6 
Frank Wickham & 
JOY Classes 9A 
In-Person & 
Livestream 10A 
 

Holy Communion 
 

Youth Group, 5:30P
-7:30P 

7 
Labor Day 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

8 
First Day of 
Preschool 3’s Class  
 

Community Hand 
Bell Choir, Rm 301 
7P-8P 

9 
First Day of 
Preschool 4’s Class 
 

Wonderful 
Wednesday  
 6P-Meal 
 6:30P-Children’s     
 Choir 
 7:15P-Chancel     
 Choir 

10 
Ruth Circle, AB 1P 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
Frank Wickham & 
JOY Classes 9A 
In-Person & 
Livestream 10A 
 

Chancel Choir 
Anthem Starts Back 
 

Youth Group, 5:30P
-7:30P 

14 
Staff Meeting, 
Spare Office 9A 
 

Baby /shop 9:30A-
12P 
 

Trustees, JOY 
Classroom 7P 

15 
Christiansburg 
Lions Club, FH 
6:30P-8:30P 
 

Community Hand 
Bell Choir, Rm 301 
7P-8P 

16 
Wonderful 
Wednesday  
 6P-Meal 
 6:30P-Children’s     
 Choir 
 7:15P-Chancel     
 Choir 

17 
 

18 
Baby Shop 9:30A-
12P 

19 
 

20 
Frank Wickham & 
JOY Classes 9A 
In-Person & 
Livestream 10A 
 

Youth Group, 5:30P
-7:30P 
 

Master Gardeners, 
FH 1:30P-4:30P 

21 
Baby Shop 9:30A-
12P 
 

Youth Local 
Mission: Baby 
Shop 9:30A-12P 
 

Church Council, 
JOY Classroom 7P 

22 
Community Hand 
Bell Choir, Rm 301 
7P-8P 

23 
Wonderful 
Wednesday  
 6P-Meal 
 6:30P-Children’s     
 Choir 
 7:15P-Chancel     
 Choir 

24 
 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
Frank Wickham & 
JOY Classes 9A 
In-Person & 
Livestream 10A 
 

Homecoming 
Sunday 
 

Youth Group, 5:30P
-7:30P 

28 
Baby Shop 9:30A-
12P 

29 
Community Hand 
Bell Choir, Rm 301 
7P-8P 

30 
Wonderful 
Wednesday  
 6P-Meal 
 6:30P-Children’s     
 Choir 
 7:15P-Chancel     
 Choir 

   



Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions  

never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.   

~ Lamentations 3:22-23  

Worship Attendance July 2026 

  In-Person 
Adults 

Children’s 
Church 

Live 
Streaming 

YouTube 
(Recorded) 

Total  
Worship 

Offerings General Budget 

July 5 70 4 15 65 154 $5,479 

July 12 56 2 11 57 126 $2,718 

July 19 66 9 9 61 145 $4,422 

July 26 55 6 12 54 127 $3,599 

Communion offerings and other designated offerings are counted separately from General Offerings.  

Offering Needed for General Operating Budget for July: $32,500  
Amount Received: $16,218  
Special Offerings Received in July: Communion (Baby Shop)= $90; Alta Mons Scholarship= $150; 
Flowers= $20; Volunteers in Mission= $360; Pastor’s Discretionary Fund= $500; Baby Shop= $110; 
Music Program (Chancel Choir)= $200 

Worship Attendance June 2026 

  In-Person 
Adults 

Children’s 
Church 

Live 
Streaming 

YouTube 
(Recorded) 

Total  
Worship 

Offerings General Budget 

June 7 62 4 9 70 145 $4,224 

June 14 68 Not Held 10 70 148 $6,497 

June 21 83 6 7 90 186 $2,550 

June 28 55 5 13 58 131 $13,248 

Communion offerings and other designated offerings are counted separately from General Offerings.  

Offering Needed for General Operating Budget for June: $32,500  
Amount Received: $26,519 
Special Offerings Received in June: Communion (Baby Shop)= $330; Facility Use= $400;  
Media= $75; MCAP Summer Feeding= $25; Alta Mons Scholarship= $545; Baby Shop= $130; 
Volunteers in Mission= $620; Car Wash= $125; Bereavement= $200; Children’s Church= $500;  
Youth Group= $500  

 



Worship Attendance August 2026 

  In-Person 
Adults 

Children’s 
Church 

Live 
Streaming 

YouTube 
(Recorded) 

Total  
Worship 

Offerings General Budget 

August 2 52 3 15 103 173 $2,874 

August 9 64 9 16 72 161 $18,093 

August 16 46 7 N/A 53 106 $4,621 

August 23 64 8 18 63 153 $2,182 

August 30 59 8 15 74 156 $5,995 

Communion offerings and other designated offerings are counted separately from General Offerings.  

Offering Needed for General Operating Budget for August: $32,500  
Amount Received: $ 33,765 
Special Offerings Received in August: Communion (Alta Mons)= $120; Baby Shop= $340;  
MCEAP= $250; Volunteers in Mission= $160; Facility Use= $150; Youth= $100  

 

Pastor 
Pastor Mike Derflinger 

mikederflinger@vaumc.org 
540-631-4469 

Administrative Assistant 

Carol Slaughter 
office@stpaulvaumc.org 

540-382-2410 

Organist/Director of Choirs 
(Children & Chancel) 

Carolyn Mills 
organist@stpaulvaumc.org 

 Director of Youth Ministries 
Ashley Johnson 

youth@stpaulvaumc.org 
540-250-5587 

Custodian 
Robin Raines 

rainesrobin88@yahoo.com 

 

   

 
Public page - https://www.facebook.com/stpaulcburg 
Private page - https://www.facebook.com/groups/stpaulvaumc 

 
https://www.youtube.com/c/StPaulUMCChristiansburgVA 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you  

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  

~ Jeremiah 29:11, NIV  


