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When I look back on 2025, one of my fondest memories will be the time spent
getting to know and love our brothers and sisters from Stockton Memorial 
Baptist Church. When they chose to blend their congregation with ours, 
they brought along two precious cornerstones from their previous church 
buildings. These stones remind us of Stockton’s rich history and legacy—and 
now they have found a permanent home in front of Bethel’s educational 
building. We’re proud to display them, and we’ve placed a plaque between 
them that reads: “These stones below represent Stockton Memorial Baptist 
Church. Organized 1892. Joined with Bethel Baptist Church in 2025.”

These cornerstones remind me of Joshua chapter 4. Recall that after the Israelites miraculously crossed the Jordan
River on dry ground and finally entered the Promised Land, Joshua’s first act was to command one man from each of the
12 tribes to carry a stone from the riverbed to their camp. As Joshua 4:21-24 explains: “And he [Joshua] said to the
people of Israel, ‘When your children ask their fathers in times to come, “What do these stones mean?” then you shall let
your children know, “Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.” For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the
Jordan for you until you passed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed
over, so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your
God forever.’” Those stones became an enduring memorial for Israel. They were a vivid reminder of the mighty work God
had done rescuing them from slavery and securing a hope and a future for them. In the same way, Stockton’s
cornerstones point us to the mighty hand of our gracious God that has worked through the folks that have called
Stockton home since 1892.

I asked several folks from Stockton what those stones mean to them. Here are their heartfelt responses.

Kathy Lambert shared, “Those stones remind me of over 20 years of good memories and wonderful people that God
placed in my life.” Mark Lambert added, “The stones remind me of over 20 years with Godly people and four good
pastors. Many good memories.”

Jim and Gay Bowling said, “They represent a legacy of faithful believers who were committed to follow Christ and serve
through their church, community, and beyond.”

Jeanette Acree offered this beautiful perspective: “The cornerstones of my former church remind me of where my faith
began. I started there as an infant, and now, well into my senior years, those same cornerstones still hold deep meaning
for me. They represent the foundation of belief and legacy built by my parents and the faithful saints of Stockton. To me,
the cornerstones symbolize continuity—they connect my past faith experiences to where God is leading me now.
Although the church itself has closed, the values and lessons I learned there continue to guide me every day. My parents
and the saints of Stockton instilled in me the importance of faith, community, and service, and I hope to carry that same
spirit forward as I grow and serve within the Bethel church family.”

Ruth Graves noted, “Stockton is the foundation of my faith.”
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