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One Key to Happiness 

 

In The Valley of Vision: a collection of Puritan Prayers and Devotions (Banner of 
Truth), there’s a line that I would like to be true of me. In the Prayer “Crucifixion and 
Resurrection,” one of the petitions is, 

Help me to be a holy, happy person, free from every wrong desire…. 

A holy, happy person—that’s what I want to be. It seems to me that one of the best 
ways to become a happy person is to be a thankful person. A thankful person, 
someone who has cultivated gratitude to God and others, I would think would tend 
to be a more happy person. To be thankful is to focus on the good things and 
blessings in life. It doesn’t mean denying the bad things and the hard things (we do 
have to deal with them), but our focus is on the good things, the blessings. 
 
Scripture tells me to be thankful. Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

If I’m not careful, I can tend to grumble, to see the negatives, the downside. 
 
But a holy, happy person is who I want to be. So I repent of my negativity and trust 



 

Jesus for grace to be a more content, patient, and thankful person. 
 
Perhaps by God’s grace I am more like that than I used to be: someone who is 
rejoicing always, praying without ceasing, giving thanks in all circumstances. 
 
Does it have to be all circumstances? Even when stuck in a long line of cars going 
nowhere fast? 
 
That’s what the Bible says. 
 
This month our nation celebrates Thanksgiving. It’s a break from work, a day for 
food, football, family, and friends. 
 
Let it also be a reminder that thanksgiving is to be more than just a date on the 
calendar, but the disposition of the Christian’s heart. 
 
I’ve found that it’s hard to grumble and complain when I’m rejoicing, praying, and 
giving thanks. Do you think that maybe that’s why Paul told us to do it?  
 
Happy Thanksgiving, and may we all be holy, happy people in Christ Jesus. 

 
 

 

Children's Ministry International, Inc. 

 

We are honored to present this January–July 2025 Sunday School Ministry Report, 
highlighting the growing and fruitful partnership between Children’s Ministry 
International (CMI) and Christ Gospel Ministries (CGM) in India. At the beginning of 
this year, CGM launched a bold initiative to disciple children across underserved 
regions of Andhra Pradesh, using the structured, gospel-centered Sunday School 
curriculum from CMI. Many of the churches we serve—particularly in rural and 
tribal areas—had a passion for children’s ministry but lacked biblical materials, 
visual aids, and trained teachers. The arrival of CMI’s curriculum has transformed 



these settings with clarity, creativity, and strong theological foundations. Thanks to 
the generous funding and ongoing support from CMI, we have successfully 
launched Sunday Schools in 30 churches, reaching over 750 children weekly. The 
use of flannel boards, hands-on crafts, memory verses, and visual storytelling has 
made Scripture come alive for children of all ages, including many from non-
Christian backgrounds. 
 
The fruit of this initiative is tangible: 

• Children are now memorizing verses, leading prayers, and even sharing the 
Gospel with peers and family. 

• Parents are attending church more regularly because of the witness of their 
children. 

• Pastors report transformation in the culture of their congregations—
children are more engaged, teachers are more confident, and churches are 
more vibrant. 

Beyond Andhra Pradesh, this ministry is beginning to expand: In late 2025, 
five pastors from Pune (Maharashtra) and four pastors from Chhattisgarh 
have requested training and materials in their own language. As a result, we are 
prayerfully preparing to begin Hindi translations in the fall of 2025, with a vision to 
launch Sunday Schools in North and Central India by early 2026. 
 
On behalf of our leadership, teachers, children, and families, we extend our 
heartfelt gratitude to the CMI Board. Your generous funding, vision, and 
partnership are empowering us to lay a solid foundation of faith for this next 
generation. What began in Andhra Pradesh is now moving toward a national and 
regional movement of child-focused discipleship, equipping churches to raise 
bold and rooted followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
Highlights from the Field: 

• Children are reciting Scripture at home and in church (Genesis 1:27, John 
3:16) 

• Parents are returning to church because of their children's testimonies 



• Local churches report increased attendance and joy during worship 

• Teachers have shown initiative and growth, despite limited resources 

• Pastors from other states have approached CGM requesting CMI 
curriculum 

Testimonies: 
 
Testimony of Mr. Konda Babu (Christ Gospel Church, Vizag): “I have been involved 
in children’s ministry for nearly 6 years, but using Series A has completely changed 
the way I teach and how the children respond. The flannel board visuals 
immediately caught their attention, and the clear storytelling structure made even 
complex topics easy to explain. 
 
One lesson that stood out was the story of creation. When we used the ‘mirror 
object lesson’ and spoke about being made in God's image, several children 
became emotional. One girl, Divya, who used to call 
herself ‘useless’ at home, stood up and said, ‘Teacher, I’m made by God—I’m 
important!’ Since then, Divya has become one of our most active learners. She 
helps lead the songs and has memorized every verse we’ve taught. What makes 
Series A special is how it not only teaches the children the Bible but helps them 
believe it is for them. The memory verses, crafts, and interactive games have made 
learning joyful and personal.” 
 
Testimony of Mr. James (Sunday School Leader – Vijayawada): “Leading Sunday 
School in Vijayawada has always been a challenge—limited space, few 
volunteers, and children coming from broken homes. But when we began using 
Series A from CMI, the atmosphere changed. The material is so child-friendly and 
gospel-centered that even first-time teachers felt confident. The visual lessons, 
crown crafts, and flannel board stories captured the children’s attention and made 
learning joyful. 
 
One moment I will never forget happened during the lesson on being created in 
God’s image. As the children wore their handmade crowns labeled with phrases 
like ‘God’s child’ and ‘I belong to Jesus,’ one boy stood up and said, ‘I always 
thought I was worthless, but now I know I’m a king’s child.’ That boy used to skip 
classes and wander in the streets but now he comes early, helps set up, and leads 



prayer. 
 
Today, more than 60 children gather weekly in this small room. They sit packed 
together, wearing paper crowns, holding their memory verse cards, and smiling 
wide. Many of their parents are now attending church for the first time. Series A 
has not only transformed our Sunday School, it’s reviving entire families. I thank 
CMI and CGM for giving us the tools to disciple children in a way we never could 
before.” 
 
Testimony of Mr. Nageswara Rao (Sunday School Leader - Guntur): “Our 
community is made up of families who struggle daily—many parents are 
uneducated, some work as daily laborers, and most have never heard the Gospel 
clearly. Before CMI’s Series A came to us through CGM, we had no formal Sunday 
School—just a few songs and stories. But when we began teaching from the 
translated lessons, something amazing began to happen. The children 
started memorizing verses and teaching them to their parents. The lesson on the 
promise of salvation brought deep conviction. During one class, a girl asked, ‘Can 
Jesus forgive my whole family, even if they don’t come to church?’ We prayed. That 
evening, her mother came to meet us—and now she joins our prayer time 
regularly. 
 
Today, our Sunday School includes not just children, but their parents too. We 
start with songs, move into lessons, and end with prayer—often with tears. Thanks 
to CMI’s Series A, our church has grown not in numbers alone, but in faith. We are 
eagerly waiting for the printed materials of another Series. We are ready. The 
harvest is ready. Please continue to pray for us.” 
 
Testimony of Mr. Joy (Sunday School Leader - Narasapur): “This rooftop has no 
stage, no projector, and no sound system—yet every week, it becomes a 
sanctuary. When we started Sunday School here, we had no structured materials. 
But when CGM introduced us to CMI’s Series A curriculum, we discovered 
something much greater than resources—we discovered a vision for shaping lives. 
We began with 15 children. Today, over 70 children and youth gather each week, 
sometimes even bringing their younger siblings along. The lessons on creation, 
sin, and salvation are presented with crafts, memory verses, and 
visual storytelling that have made the Bible come alive in ways we had never seen 



 

before. 
 
One boy, Ravi, came from a family broken by addiction. After just three weeks of 
Sunday School, he started asking questions about forgiveness. Last month, he 
stood up and said, ‘I want to follow Jesus.’ Since then, his father has also come to 
church. The most beautiful thing is seeing teenagers and former students now 
leading worship, helping teach memory verses, and sharing testimonies with the 
younger ones. The Series A curriculum has not only transformed children—it has 
activated youth and empowered future leaders.” 
 
For more information, please see the mission bulletin board. 

 

 

Announcements 

 

EXPLORERS CLASS Join us at the church Saturday, November 8, from 9 p.m. till 1 
p.m. for our next Explorers Class. This class is for anyone considering membership 
at OPPC or who just wants to learn more about us. Please RSVP 
to office@oldpeachtree.org.  
  
MORNING PRAYER Join us next Sunday, November 9, at 9:15 a.m. in the library to 
pray together. 
  
COMMUNION NEXT SUNDAY We will observe the Lord’s Supper in the morning 
service next Sunday, November 9. 
 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD shoeboxes need to be returned to the church on 
Sunday, November 9. You can fill a shoe box online at Samaritanspurse.org. 
Please contact Don and Joyce Saylor with any questions. 
 
DULUTH HANDS OF CHRIST OPPC provides volunteer service to the Duluth 
Hands of Christ Food Co-op every November. We have been asked to volunteer for 
2, 3, or 4-hour shifts from 10 a.m. through 2 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays through November 21. Please email Jane Deal 

mailto:office@oldpeachtree.org


 

at michaeljane_@hotmail.com and let her know the date you can work and times 
you can work. Dress casually and wear comfortable shoes for your time at the Co-
op. Thank you for participating! 
  
DULUTH SMALL GROUP will meet at 7 p.m. on November 12. For more 
information, contact Owen Malcolm at owenhmalcolm@gmail.com. 
  
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM MUSICIANS NEEDED The Annual Christmas Program 
and Social will be on December 14 at 6:00 pm. We are looking for people who 
would like to recite a poem or share their musical talents with us. If you would like 
to be a part of this year’s program, please contact Ann Elmer 
at ann.elmer@gmail.com by December 7. 
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