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June is here!

The days are growing longer, and the air is beginning to carry the weight of summer.
Those of you who tend a garden know this moment well. The seeds planted in May
are no longer just seeds. Something is happening underground, and above ground
too. Green shoots are rising; roots are reaching deeper. And honestly, at this point,
there is not much left for us to do except water, wait, and trust.

| remember one year when | planted cherry tomatoes, peppers, and even some
expensive blueberry seedlings with big dreams. Then the rabbits came and ate most
of them. | had no idea when or how much Miracle-Gro to use, how often to water,
how to deal with the weeds, or why there never seemed to be enough time to care for
everything. | failed, for all those reasons. But | do remember that one little cherry
tomato plant survived, and it gave us quite a few tomatoes.

We become anxious when we do not see immediate change. So, we keep doing
something. We plant a seed and then hover over it. We start something and can't let
go. But gardens don’t grow that way. Once the seed is in the ground and the soil is
warm, the growing is no longer ours to control. The sun will do its work. The rain will
do its part. Our role, for a while, is simply to watch, care gently, and rest.

In Mark chapter 4, Jesus compares the kingdom of God to someone scattering seed
on the ground. And the person sleeps, rises, and goes on living day by day.
Meanwhile, the seed sprouts and grows, “though he does not know how.” In that quiet
confession, "he does not know how," there is the mystery of growth. It is grace,
something we cannot manufacture on our own.

What seeds have you scattered this year? What prayers have you planted, what
relationships have you watered, what seeds of faith and courage have you sown into
your family, your community, and Waterloo First? June is the season to trust that God
is at work in the ground we cannot see. The God who made the seed also made the
season of growth. Both are gifts.

May this June be that kind of season for all of you.

Pastor Hojin
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April Attendance and Offering

Worship in the Park

Sunday, June 28
10:00 am

Byrnes Park, 801 Campbell Ave.

We will gather at 10 am
Worship will begin at 10:30

Following worship we will share lunch. Meat
and drinks will be provided, bring a dish to
share and lawn chairs.

GIVING

Leave your checkbook and cash at home.

You can now give through our web site on a secure page.
Use this for special offerings or your regular pledge.

Use the QR code to connect.

You can be certain that the link is secure and your

information is confidential.

Week 04/05/26 04/12/26 04/19/26 04/26/26
Attendance* 128 83 78 78
Pledge** $4,571 $17,240 $700 $2,962
Capital $233 0 0 $20
Miscillaneous $1,341 $644 $1,320 $118

*Attendance for these Sundays is taken from Facebook, www.
waterloofirst.org, and in-person worship.
**Stock Donations — If you are donating stock to the church, please
contact Kris at admin@waterloofirst.org or call the office to speak with
her.She will make certain this donation is credited correctly to your

account.
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June Ushers
Howard Craven, Roberta Craven

Corinne Jordan, Phil Miller
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United Women in Faith- June
Bible Verse: 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.
Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for
the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect.”

United Metodist Men

The United Methodist Men will Meet on
Saturday, June 20t at 8 am

Join the men at HyVee on Ansborough Ave.
for food and fellowship

Fellowship & Coffee Time at Friendship

Village with Pastor Hojin
No fellowship in June

10:45 am

rQ/l | Sunday School Classes
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Sunday School will return on September 13™.

Amplify Media

Use Amplify to plan your devotionals and
Small Group lessons:

Use the code BXWDJR to sign up and start
exploring Amplify Media for your personal
bible study and or small group study. Contact
Sally at media@waterloofirst.org if you need
help.

Fellowship Servers
Thank you for signing up to serve fellowship!

June 7- Sue Carver & the Cravens

June 14— Birthday/ Anniversary/ Sarah Circle
& the Genesis Class

June 21-

June 28— Youth

Sign up for 2026 Sundays today! If no one
signs up, there might not be .
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Pew Cleaners- Please sign up to be a pew
cleaner! No one has signed up for June.

Volunteer at the NE lowa Food Bank
Tuesday, June 23 at 2:00 pm

Contact Donna Brown if you're interested in
serving

Scrip Cards for Every Day Life!

Use Scrip cards everyday....at the gas
station, the grocery store, when you buy
coffee, or go out to eat! A percentage of
each card comes back to the United Women
of Faith and we use that money for the
church.

Ask Kris Stewart during fellowship what’s in
stock and how to order the cards you want.
Add $1 to each card for shipping expenses.

Breakfast Potluck & Youth/Camp
Worship- Sunday, May 31

9:00 am Potluck, bring a dish to share and
join us in Hartman Hall for a contemporary
wothsip Serivce.

HOSPITAL STAYS- If you find yourself
having to stay in the hospital, please
specify Waterloo First United Methodist
church when they ask you religious
organizations and ask them to contact
us. We try do check to see if we have
members in the hospitals but the
information isn't always available.
Please know, that, if you are in the
hospital, Pastor Hojin and our visitation
team want to know and be there for you.
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Creative Inconsistency

John Wm. Roberts, ED.D.

How many times have musicians, lead singers, and choir members been asked this
question: “The last time you sang/played that song, it was different than this time?
Why? The beauty of music is the ability for those who sing or play is for creative
inconsistency or, as | sometimes like to call it, inspirational interpretation. One of the
greatest gifts God gives as we worship is the ability to interact with His Spirit. There
are times when, while playing or singing, rote interpretation of the selection is required
especially when playing or singing anthems or classical selections. These musical

masterpieces do not lend themselves to ‘creative inconsistency.’ The beauty of these

numbers is in their original construction. However, when it comes to hymns, classic/traditional/contemporary gospel

selections, there is the ability for individual interpretation of the selection by those playing and singing.

This is not to say the foundation of the selection has been compromised, just enhanced. Many times, when playing a
hymn, i.e., Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior, | have not connected with the words of the song. | have just looked at the
page and played it as written without any expression. Yet, there are times, particularly after some event of the week has
occurred, when [ think of the words, i.e., ‘Trusting only in thy merit, Would | seek Thy face\ Heal my wounded broken
spirit, Save me by Thy grace,’ something stirs within my inner spirit which causes a difference in the way I've played the
song before. This ‘creative inconsistency’ is a way to give added praise to God for allowing His Spirit and His Grace to

have carried me through the occurrence of the prior week.

| think of the song by Brent Jones, “Rough Edges.” When viewing the scoring, | see what must be done technically to
teach the song to my choir. When | play the song, initially, there’s not a connection. When teaching the parts, there’s not
a connection.- Yet, when thinking about the words without the responsibility of playing or teaching, they strike an inner
chord which, in turn, affects me spiritually and effects my interpretation musically. One part of the song hits
home..."Whatever You think | need to be my best — Smooth out the rough edges.” When | played the song for the initial
rendition, my focus was on the correct presentation. After the first rendition, when performed again, there is a difference
because my focus is not on the perfection of the rendition but the interpretation of the rendition by the choir and myself.
Being more at ease with the song and allowing God to work through the choir and me, we, those performing, realize the
importance of the song. We are laying at God’s feet all we know that have made us rumpled. We are asking Him to
smooth out our rough edges — our lives. In doing so, there is a connection not found during the first rendition. The
‘creative inconsistency’ has taken hold.
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Excerpts from the
ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM MEETING REPORTS

May 21, 2026
For the complete minutes, contact the office.

Leading -

Following Easter, Pastor Hojin took a renewal leave to rest and recharge for the ministry ahead. He was grateful that the
congregation was in very capable hands with Professor Dave Senchina and Sam Anderson providing faithful pulpit
leadership, and the Youth actively involved in leading worship.

Upon return on May 4" meaningful Sundays included Mother’s Day and Music Sunday

A new worship series, Embracing an Adverbial Faith, is being shared across the entire UMC connection.

Looking Ahead:

May 24 - Child Baptism & Graduation Sunday

May 31 - Camp Sunday & Potluck

June 10 -14 - lowa Annual Conference

Facility Use Request

A request from the Bel Canto music choir to use the sanctuary for a concert on November 22, 2026, has been received.
The group would need an estimated 2-hour rehearsal time on Saturday and 4.5 hours on the day of the concert. The
group held discussions which included commitments on janitorial service, group non-profit status, church member
involvement, riser set-up and take down to be the group’s responsibility, charges by other organizations, and current
facility fee schedule. A motion to allow the Bel Canto choir to use the sanctuary for 2 hours on Saturday November 21
and 4.5 hours on Sunday November 22, 2026, for a fee of $200 was made and seconded (Phil Miller/Gary Brown) passed
with one dissenting vote (Prudy Klinger).

Committee Reports

Finance — Monthly financials were e-mailed for review. The supplemental income from the Foundation greatly helps with
the available cash flow.

Foundation
Year to date, the foundation has contributed $30,498.50 to the budget.

Matthew 25 — Continues to be very active.

Food Nook

Two new food partners are Hy-Vee on Ansborough and the Dollar Store. Extra bread products were donated to the House
of Hope. Continue to serve new households on a weekly basis. A much-needed service to the neighborhood, with many
of the clients very appreciative. Currently the Food Bank is redoing their refrigeration system which has greatly limited the
availability of milk and frozen meat items. During the summer months, anyone who has extra garden produce is
encouraged to share.

Clothing Give Away

Was held on April 18 and coordinated by Church Row. It was well attended, which confirms the need in the neighborhood.
Summer Kids Program

Free summer meals will be offered at various locations with food to be eaten on-site. Irving is one of the sites. Times will
be clarified as the flyer indicated only a 15-minute window for lunch.

Pen Pals

A get-together with the students will be on May 28, 2026.

Partners in Education

Despite losing students and funding from a school voucher program, Irving is excited for next year with a positive
atmosphere for both students and staff.
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Noisy Coins
Two Sunday offerings raised $399.09 to donate to the House of Hope. $150 in quarters for laundry with the remainder as
a check will be presented.

Memorials
Paid $81.31 to Lynn Kloberdanz for fabric to make tie quilts for The House of Hope — funds came from the Cecile Powers
Memorial.

Paid $237.51 to Larry Bjortomt for a new vacuum for the church and a handrail for the dinette — funds came from: Larry
Baker ($40.40) and Harold Blocker ($197.11) Memorials

SPRC
All but one annual staff review has been finished. The final one will be done upon medical leave completion.

Continue to work on hiring a new organist; Sue Feltman is filling in when she can. The job description is ready to send.
Thank you to Sue Feltman and Ginger Herndon for stepping in on keyboards during John’s absence.

Technology
- The microphone headsets arrived but did not work with existing equipment. The correct ones have been ordered.
- The channel was changed for the new wireless mic, so it should not cut out anymore.

Trustees

The trustees received a bid for plaster repair, painting, and carpet replacement from the Tri-State Construction Group.
The bid was constructed very professionally and detailed, which included 5 different options depending on the desire of
the church. They are willing to attend a meeting to answer any questions.

Job Price Alternate Additional Cost
Plaster Repair Sanctuary $93,392 Add Stairwell and Prayer $17.223
only ' Room ’
Paint Sanctuary Only $90,605 Add Stairwells and Prayer $21,088
Replace Carpet in
Sanctuary with Carpet Tiles $84.747
Plaster repair and Painting Add Stairwells and
of Sanctuary $153,373 Sanctuary $36,111
Plaster Repair, Painting, & -
Carpeting of Sanctuary $213,022 Adgulfsl%s;esraigsgnr’;ng $34,702
Only

A lengthy discussion and comments included:

- Is the priority a plaster that could fall or a trip hazard from bulging carpet. Many members may not have noticed
the cracked plaster. What is the time frame that the plaster will become a hazard as many areas have been
cracked for a long time. It would be costly to have an engineer inspect and determine life of the plaster. Could
only areas cracked be fixed? The time frame to complete would be about 7 weeks.

- Very costly for any of the options. Current budget for capital and facilities is about $139,000 (not including the
$90,000 needed for insurance). Need to consider the aging population of the congregation and what is the life
expectancy of the church for extensive repairs.

- Re-setting the scaffolding is very time consuming and is the main cost difference in combining the plaster and
painting.

- Previously the trustees had looked at the cost to replace the carpet. The cost then only included the laying of the
carpet. The church would need to move the pews. The use of carpet squares allows replacement in specific
areas. Replaced areas may not be the same color and may be noticeable when replaced. Tiles may be more
expensive than regular carpet. If the carpet is considered the priority, the costliest and time-consuming part would
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be the pew removal. Considered the idea that a sports team may be willing to do the heavy lifting as a fund-
raiser. Pam Arndorfer will check with the school. Liability for this option would also need to be considered.

- Is carpet what is needed or would hardwood be better. Do not know what is under the current carpet.

- The group will consider the options and discuss them again next month.

Installed new railing into the dinette.
Removed several pews in the sanctuary and will need help hauling them to the lower level.
A big thank you to Larry Bjortomt for the time and effort he has devoted as the trustee chair to the church.

Worship Committee

5/24: Baptism, Graduation Sunday

5/31: Camp Sunday Camp Sunday — potluck in Hartman Hall at 9 with service to follow

6/7: Communion

6/28: Church Picnic at Byrnes Park. Will need a few people to bring card tables. Kristy Klinger will provide pulled pork.
7/5: Pastor Hojin begins series discussion movies — popcorn at all services

United Women in Faith —A group of eleven women met at Monarca Mexican Kitchen for the annual May dinner out.

Visitation
Going well.

Next Meeting is scheduled for 6/18//26 at 6:00 pm.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:14 pm. (Lois Miller/ Phil Miller)

Respectfully Submitted,
Arlene Wright Recording Secretary
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422 Wildwood Kd
Whaterdon, 1A S0702

Join us for an Open howse 1o hosor Arlene
and wish her the best on all her new
adventures
and happy Mondays!
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1. Crystal Steenbarger 1. John Roberts & Thom Weintraut 31
Martha Tucker 3. Doug & Vicki Stanford 54
4- Kristin Schutte 5. Steve & Emily Forssberg 22
18. Donna Brown 12. Sam & Amy Anderson 44
19. Isaiah Arndorfer 13. Jack & Diane Golden 30
Diane Golden 14. Kevin & Susie Karns 33
20. Cheryl Miller 14. Chuck & Joan Mattson 57
22. Kara Stewart 15. Donn Harris & Sharon Miller 36
24. Chris Stephens 17. Ron & Stacy Harmon 20
27. Johnathan Karns Stan & Bev McCadam 65
28. Bill Arndorfer Mark & Kris Stewart 48
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Sunv

Mo

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Sat

2

9:00 am- Staff Mtg.

3

9:00 am— Worship on
aterloo Public Access
17

4

9:30 am- Food Nook

7:00 pm- Worship on
\Waterloo Public Access
17

L

3:00 pm— Worship on
CF Public Access
Chanel 15

7

9:30 am— Worship/
Communion

10:30 am— Fellowship
12:00 pm— Church Row
Coalition Mtg

6:00 pm—Trustees

9

10:00 am— Church Row
Prayer Walk &

Coffee

12:00 pm—| Team
Waterloo First Mtg

10

9:00 am— Worship on
aterloo Public Access

17

h10:00 am- Church Row

Structural & Safety

[Team

11

9:30 am— Food Nook

12

[7:00 pm- Worship on
\Waterloo Public Access
17

13
0:00 am- Food
Nook

3:00 pm— Worship on
CF Public Access
Chanel 15

14

FLAG
DAY

9:30 am- Worship
10:30 am— Fellowship
12:00 pm—Lunch at
Le Christophers

15

16

Herald Deadline
10:00 am- Church Row
Prayer Walk &

Coffee

17

9:00 am— Worship on
aterloo Public
IAccess 17

18

9:30 am— Food Nook

6:00 pm—Ad Team

19

JU TH

7:00 pm- Worship on
aterloo Public Access
17

20
8:00 am— UMM

9:30 am— Church
Row Neighborhood
IAssoc. Mtg

3:00 pm—Worship on
ICF Public Access
Chanel 15

21

9:30 am— Worship
10:30 am-Fellowship

1-'.3:_.:::.”; "'

22

23

10:00 am- Church Row

Prayer Walk &

Coffee

12:00 pm—Team
aterloo First Mtg

2:00 pm- Volunteer at

the NE lowa Food Bank

244

9:00 am— Worship on
aterloo Public
IAccess 17

25

9:30 am— Food Nook
9:30 am—Herald
Assembly

00 am-— Fellowship at
Friendship Village

26

[7:00 pm- Worship on
Waterloo Public Access
17

27

3:00 pm— Worship on
ICF Public Access
Chanel 15

28

9:30 am- Church Picnic

CHURGH
Lo

29

30
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