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A welcoming community of Christian disciples seeking to love and serve God and neighbor 

MORE THAN SAFETY  

Faith is about more than rules, and Sunday afternoon’s Safe Sanctuary Training was more than just a policy over-
view. Of course, it is important to have every youth volunteer background checked, every VBS worker know 
about abuse reporting procedures, and Sunday school leaders understand good boundaries. It should be no sur-
prise that God has called us to protect children. But what happened on Sunday was so much more. We had the 
chance to discuss how best to love, support, and truly welcome our youth and children into the congregation. 

Mark 10:13-16 tells us a story where the disciples get into some trouble with Jesus. People are bringing children 
to Jesus, and the disciples try to stop them. Jesus is upset and responds, “Let the little children come to me and 
do not stop them.” In an ancient world where children were not always seen as valuable, Jesus places them at the 
center of God’s kingdom. “For the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 

This verse, beloved by so many, raises a question for my 21st century ears. How do we become the kind of 
community where children and youth WANT to come to Jesus? 

Brenthaven talks often about being a “welcoming community,” but what does that mean to children and youth? 
What kind of community of adults are youth and children looking for? What kind of volunteers effectively lead 
youth and children to Jesus? Instead of answering that question for them, on Sunday, we asked them. Elyn Ferry 
and Ellie Kate Fleming each offered their thoughts in a question-and-answer time where any adult could ask 
them any question they wanted. EK and Elyn each had insightful (and funny) responses, but both answered sim-
ilarly. They wanted: 

 Volunteers who didn’t force their ideas of what’s fun or helpful, instead following the lead of 
 what youth and children like. 

 Volunteers who could listen without judgment and keep (safely) confidential information to 
 themselves. 

 Volunteers who could put up with loud and crazy young people. 

 Volunteers who care. 

Their answers remind us that ministry is not about programs and events, it’s relationships. Welcoming commu-
nities must also be safe communities, yes. But I think after this Sunday, the kind of community where children 
and youth want to come to Jesus is one that simply supports them. 

Our youth and children are not the future of the church. They are the current reality of the church. If you are 
looking to support Jesus’ ministry through Brenthaven Church, and you can follow the four things Ellie Kate 
and Elyn mentioned, consider volunteering with us. 

If you missed the Safe Sanctuary Training and would like to serve these ministries in the next three years, send 
me an email and we can show you the ropes. Trust me, putting up with the loud and crazy young people is much 
more painful than the training, but boy are they worth the effort. 
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BOOKEND BOOK CLUB 

   Apostle’s Cove by William Kent Krueger      
is October’s pick for the BookEnd Book 
Club, meeting Thursday, October 15 at 
9:30 am in the Adult Library. 

   The New York Times bestselling Cork O’Connor 
Mystery series—a “master class in suspense and  
atmospheric storytelling” (The Real Book Spy)—
continues with Cork O’Connor revisiting a case 
from his past and confronting mysterious deaths   
in the present. 
   A few nights before Halloween, as Cork     
O’Connor gloomily ruminates on his upcoming 
birthday, he receives a call from his son, Stephen, 
who is working for a nonprofit dedicated to secur-
ing freedom for unjustly incarcerated inmates.    
Stephen tells his father that decades ago, as the 
newly elected sheriff of Tamarack County, Cork 
was responsible for sending an Ojibwe man named 
Axel Boshey to prison for a brutal murder that   
Stephen is certain he did not commit. 
   Cork feels compelled to reinvestigate the crime, 
but that is easier said than done. Not only is it a 
closed case but Axel Boshey is inexplicably refusing 
to help. The deeper Cork digs, the clearer it be-
comes that there are those in Tamarack County 
who do not want him to find the truth. 

JOIN US! 

   Paint & Sip: This is a creative arts group enjoy-
ing tea and thoughtful ways to spark encourage-
ment. Our next monthly meeting is Thursday,  
October 8 from 5:45 to 7:30 pm in the Art Room. 
This month we will be making Fall Welcome Mats 
as our project. Contact Rena Sutton or Suzanne 
Ghianni. 

   Sermon & Slices: The sermon doesn’t have to 
end when worship does! Join us on Sunday, Octo-
ber 11, immediately after worship, for pizza and 
conversation in the Fellowship Hall. We’ll share 
some slices and talk together about the morning’s 
sermon, questions, thoughts, and all. 

   Monday Matinee: We will continue with the 
House of David series on Monday, October 12 (the 
second Monday of each month through mid-
November). We will continue with Episodes 6 & 7. 
We gather at 9:45 am in the Adult Library. Movie 
starts at 10:00 am.  

CRAFTING DAY! 

   Here’s a chance to do some-
thing you love and have some fun 
with fellow crafters. On Saturday, October 24 
from 8:00 am–4:00 pm, we will meet in the church     
Fellowship Hall to create to our heart’s content. 
Come whenever you can and stay for as long as 
you can, and bring whatever you want to work on. 
You may bring your lunch but we also will order in. 
Bring your own favorite beverage and a snack to 
share, if you’d like. See Rachel Campbell if you 
have any questions.  

Trunk or Treat 

Sunday, October 25 

4:00–6:00 pm in the Front Parking Lot 

Costumes, music, candy, games, and more!  

CPWM NEWS 

   In October, we will be making care bags for   
Sacred Sparks to hand out during colder months. 
We will need donations of personal-sized hygiene 
items, hand warmers, granola bars, snacks, chap 
stick, hand sanitizer, etc. A donation bin is in the 
new donation area in the Narthex. We’ll be collect-
ing through Sunday, October 25. We appreciate 
the congregation’s help with this.  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

   Make a difference in a child’s life with Opera-
tion Christmas Child. We will collect the Shoe-
boxes throughout the month of October. Look 
for the display in the church narthex. For more 
information, see their website at samari-
tanspurse.org.  
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

 Members 

Joan Bledsoe, Joyce Burch, Phyllis Burkhalter, David 
Dowland, Bob Dozier, Marilyn Ewen, Carol Ford, 
Barbara Gentry, Tim Ghianni, Paul Gonzales, Suzanne 
Hawkins, Tommy Hennesy, Suzanne Johnson, Barbara 
Loyall, Mary Marshall, Dawn & Walter McBee, Syble 
Mitchell, Marty Morris, Rose O’Hara, Bonnie Pierce, 
Larry Pulley, Jodi Rush, Phil Slagle, Cheryl & Don 
Tabor, Jane & James Talley              

 Family and Friends 

Cherry Ann Bates (friend of Darlene Rush), Steve Brown (friend of 

the Rush family), Mary Ruth Campbell (step-mother of Barry & 

Darryl Campbell), Brenda Copeland (niece of Martha Stewart), John 
Copeland (nephew of Martha Stewart), Chrissy Deaton (sister-in-law 

of Russ Deaton), Melody Dobbins (daughter-in-law of Kathy & Bill 

Dobbins), Mary Dale Edwards (mother of John Edwards), Kristen 
Ertel (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Garry Ferry (uncle of Aaron Ferry), 
Bill Garrett (son of Beverly Garrett), Dani Ghulam (friend of Sandra 

& Scott Shepherd), Gregg Gross (father of Ben Gross), Gary 
Harmon (friend of Shali & Frank Scott), Erin Hughes (friend of 

Frank Scott), Chazz Jones (friend of the Crafting group), Hudson 
Jones (friend of Joan Bledsoe’s family), Walter McBee, Jr. (son of 

Walter McBee, Sr.), Jim McCulley (father of Jay McCulley), Bob & 
Sally Marsh (parents of John Marsh), Butch Mayes (friend of Walter 

McBee), Nece Melton (mother of Ean Taylor & Rena Sutton), Colton 
Osborne (family friend of Rena Sutton), Joan Peay (mother of Trent 

Johnson), Kinsley Ramey (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Troy Rhone 
(nephew of Scott Shepherd), Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz Strickland), Bob 
Seigenthaler (friend of Bob Dozier), Casey Sherwin (co-worker of 

Scott Strickland), Bill Shouse (uncle of Larry Pulley), Carter 
Strickland (nephew of Scott Strickland) , Judy Smith (friend of Janiece 

Redmon), Brittany Spradling, Bill Turner (brother-in-law of Cheryl 

Tabor), Lynn Underwood (daughter of Dawn McBee), Sam 
Warren (son of Cindi & John Edwards), Jack Whitmore (father of 

Brooke Gross), Kathryn Wright (mother of Nashville 911 worker), 
those serving our country 
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MEMORIALS 

   In memory of Ben Davis 

       Rebecca Greer 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 8                  
from 5:00–8:00 pm 

A Sacred Sparks Fundraiser  

Taco Bar, Bake Sale, Prizes 

   To volunteer or make a donation for the 
Silent Auction, contact Doris Cantagallo 
at 415-320-0065. For table reservations, 
contact Jan Davidson at 615-974-5828.  

PET BLESSING—SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 

   For those who feel their pet is a part of 
their family, this is a wonderful time of ask-
ing God’s blessing upon them. This is a 

community-wide service, so invite your friends. We 
will meet on the Brenthaven lawn at 4:00 pm. Join us 
with your pets. 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 

   Henry Roy Reynolds was born            
September 1 to proud parents Siera and  Zack 
Reynolds. (Siera is a former Brenthaven youth 
group member.) He is the great-grandson of 
Joan Bledsoe. Congratulations and welcome 
Baby Henry!  

FIRST THURSDAY YA GATHERING 

   Our October Young Adult Gathering will be  
Thursday, October 1 from 5–8 pm. This month’s    
activity is yard games in Brenthaven Field. Come join 
the fun! 

REMINDER… 

   There is a Stewardship/Finance meeting this Sun-
day, October 4, in the Adult Library following worship.  



            Oct 1 10:30 AM Genesis Bible Study (Youth Room)  
   11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)  

           Oct 4 9:30 AM Sunday School  
   10:45 AM Worship   
   12:00 PM Stewardship/Finance Meeting (AL) 

   4:00 PM Pet Blessing (Front Lawn) 

           Oct 5 10:00 AM Young @ Heart (Adult Library)  

           Oct 7 6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

           Oct 8 10:30 AM Genesis Bible Study (Youth Room) 
   11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)  
                        5:45 PM Paint & Sip (Art Room) 

          Oct 11 9:30 AM Sunday School  
   10:45 AM Worship  
   12:00 PM Sermon & Slices (Fellowship Hall) 
    
    

BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
516 Franklin Road 
Brentwood, TN 37027-5909 

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M. 

PHONE: (615) 373-4826 
FAX: (615) 373-4869 

www.brenthaven.org 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR OCTOBER 4           

STAFF & LEADERSHIP 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor 

Ean Taylor, Associate Pastor  

Rena Sutton, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Linda Pulley, Director of Music 

Amity Marsh, Organist 

Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.org) 

Session – The Elders 

Class of 2027 Class of 2028            Class of 2029   
Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell Larry Davidson 
Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins Deborah Deaton 
Mike Murphy Frank Scott Jan Marshall 
Ame Satterwhite Scott Strickland Anita Tilley 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 27 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (green)  

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 and Psalm 19; 

Isaiah 5:1-7 and Psalm 80:7-15; 

 Philippians 3:4b-14;  
   Matthew 21:33-46 

Stamp 

 OPERATING BUDGET 

Dedicated Giving                                       $745.00 

Donations towards Budgeted Expense 11,051.00 

Weekly Need 10,835.00 

Received Year-to-Date 414,420.05 

Actual Spend Year-to-Date 429,016.62 

Difference   -14,596.57 


