T“ E BEnc 0 N December 2025

“Let your (ight shine before others”

Advent means coming or
arrival, and the Advent
season marks the begin-
ning of all the church sea-
sons: Advent, Christmas,
Epiphany, Lent, Easter,
Pentecost, and the Season
after Pentecost.

A WORD
FROM THE

PASTOR

Every year, Advent anticipates the coming of the
Christ; both his birth and also his Second Coming.
It’s a time of preparation to receive this great and
heavenly gift. We do so with certain scripture read-
ings, especially from two of the Gospels: Matthew
and Luke. The other two Gospels start with the be-
ginning of the public ministry of Jesus, rather than
his birth or childhood.

Does God really care about us? Every year during
Advent and Christmas, we begin to sense again in a
real way the coming of heaven into our world; that
we are not alone. It’s a magical time that elevates us
out of our mundane experience and views, connect-
ing us once again with a glimpse into the eternal
blessings that have been gifted to us.

May these four weeks of Advent and the twelve
days of Christmas help you to see beyond the day —
what we shall eat and drink and wear, in order to
find, once again, that sweet touch of heaven that on-
ly this time of year can bring.

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song
of old, from angels bending near the earth, to touch
their harps of gold, “Peace on the earth, goodwill to
men from heav’n’s all gracious King.” The world in
solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

Hanging of the Greens

Sunday, December 7th at 7:00 pm

Join us for this beloved service here at St. Peter’s,
as we prepare the church for Christmas.

We will be collecting gifts for Bethany Children’s
Home on this night. Please see their wish list on
page 4 if you’d like to contribute.

**We will be looking for helpers after the 10 am
worship service that morning to help prepare for the
evening’s service.

We will also be looking for helpers the night of.
Please see Cindy Warner.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

Wednesday, December 24
5:00pm Family Service
9:00pm Candlelight Service of

Lessons and Carols
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Annual Meeting Recap

We held our annual congregational meeting on Sun-
day, November 23rd. The 2026 slate of officers was
elected and Dan Gorge previewed a draft of the 2026
budget.

Leaf Mania

Thank you to Bob McClimon, Tom Raichle, Scott
Raichle, Pastor Doug, Dave Wise Jr., Fred Wookey
III, Dave Wise Sr., Albert Wachsmuth and Andrew
Wookey for their hard work on Saturday, Novem-
ber 22 as they cleaned up the church grounds for
Leaf Mania. Our church is so blessed to have dedi-
cated members willing and able to help!

Blessing of the Hounds

Thanksgiving morning this year did not disappoint!!
The weather was a little bit brisk and windy, but we all
gathered under the beautiful blue sky with friends, fam-
ily and beloved dogs. The Ardrossan beagles joined us
once again and a few horses as well.
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BEAR FAIR DEDICATION

On Sunday, November 23rd, Pastor Doug blessed and
dedicated the bears and stuffed animals that everyone
so graciously donated for people who need a little extra
cuddly love in their lives. Thank you to everyone who
donated and thank you to Steve and Kathy Krasley, for
once again organizing this special collection.
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Sewing Circle News

Every year on the second Tuesday in November the Pickering
l Valley Guild Ingathering is held here with the women of the
o W Sewing Circle hosting the event.

The Pickering Valley Guild is made up of the following
organizations: Birchrunville Grange, Centennial Lutheran
Church, Chester Valley Grange, St. Matthews UCC and St.
Peter's UCC Sewing Circle. During the year we are all busy
sewing, knitting and buying for the local agencies we serve.

. x.;"'
N\ .'_V‘ \
. A o

This year, for the first time, we got a call from Genesis saying they were desperate for baby
lotion, wipes and shampoo. We decided to take as much of these items as we could to hold

It seems like year in and year out the same thing gets said. What I would really like to say
is please mark your calendar for November 10, 2026. Bring a covered dish, meet the
director's of the agencies, the people who are part of the other organizations, the women
from our Sewing Circle. You might be inspired to come make a difference. Oh, and just so
you know, we have fun together doing God's work.



Page 4

Hanging of the Greens

Once again, we will be celebrating our traditional Hanging of the Greens service. On Sunday,
December 7th at 7 pm, we will gather in the sanctuary to decorate the church for Christmas and

prepare ourselves for the spirit of the season.

As in the past, we will be supporting Bethany Children’s Home with gifts on this special evening.
Please see below for the list of needed and wanted items.

All are welcome to bring a gift for Bethany.

Bethany Wish List

Cottage Needs

* small bins with handles for toiletries

* bed pillows
« twin sheets

* twin zippered waterproof mattress pads

* bath & pool towels

» shower curtain liners and rings
* kitchen dish cloths/towels

* twin comforters

* 4-slice toasters

« flashlights & nightlights

* sketch books

* MP3 players

Teen Boys’ Clothing

mens’ sizes please

» sweatpants for men-sizes small-2XL

* underwear-boxer briefs

* socks-all types

* pajama pants-Sizes Small-2XL
* white t-shirts — all sizes

* gym shorts

* rubber-soled slippers or slides
* robes

* snow boots

Teen Girls’ Clothing

Juniors and misses sizes please
» sweatpants— small-2X

* panties — size 5,6,7 & 8

* sports bras/bralettes- Small-2XL
* socks-all types

* pajamas — all sizes

* bath robes

* tank tops

* slippers

* gym shorts

* snow boots

Recreation

* agility ladder

* basketballs (29.5-inch)

* kickballs & playground balls

* pickleball paddles & balls

* TRX Workout Band (Brand)

* 1.5-inch yoga mats

» meditation pillows

* black %4-inch buckles for paracord bracelets
* Lego sets

» Pony Beads

* Rexlace plastic lacing

» embroidery thread

*» Sculpey clay & Accessories/Tools — https://
www.sculpey.com/products/tools

* Nalgene water bottles

» storage bins

* *large Bluetooth speaker for outside use*
* larger easy-up tent

* Mechanic tool sets

« 2-stage locking carabiners

» 3-stage auto-locking carabiners

* teambuilding sports

* bookcases

Activity Items

« art & craft kits

* adult coloring books

* paint-by-number

« tie-dye kits (with white shirts and pillowcases)

» card stock

* paint brushes

* hand-held games
* board games

* scrapbook paper
* canvas boards

* yarn

* crochet & knitting needles

* colored pencils
* hardbound journals

Accessories

* umbrellas

« digital alarm clock with no radio

» washbaskets

* rain ponchos & boots
* wrapping paper

* gift bags

* tissue paper

* large storage containers


https://www.sculpey.com/products/tools
https://www.sculpey.com/products/tools

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Barb McCabe 12/1
Dorothy Wood 12/1
Tom Wilson 12/2
Darryl Zinn 12/3
Linda Johnson 12/5
Richard Benjamin 12/5
Bob Breisch 12/6
Jean Ann Barney 12/7
Chad Stein 12/7
Suzanna Derer 12/8
Tom Carnevale 12/9
Owen Yeakle 12/10
Jim Phillips 12/13
Killian Dunn 12/13
Sarah Schay 12/15
Mark Myers 12/18
Doug Fink 12/19
Sumiko Booraem 12/19
Dan Gorge 12/19
Jackie Nordhoff 12/19
Dee McClimon 12/20
Tammy Gingrich 12/20
Ryan Mest 12/21
Annamae Moore 12/23
Beth Newell 12/26
Cooper Dunn 12/29
Alexis McCarthy 12/30
Ryan Borzillo 12/30
Rose Borzillo 12/30

December Anniversaries

Bill and Suzanna Derer
Jim and Gail Phillips
Chett and Jeanie Breiling
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Wedding

On Saturday, November 29th, Mark Myers and Kristie Beers ; :
were married here at St. Peter’s Pikeland. Congratulations &
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Santa Fred

Santa Fred will once again be greeting
the congregation every Sunday morning
during Advent. As in other years, all do-
nations will go to help St. Mary’s Shelter
for Homeless Families in

g Phoenixville.

§:mls\c/£fl SII.lec? Santa Fred said to keep an eye Q}
£ | £t out for some helper elves

T T again this year!

CAROLING

This year, we will be spreading love and Christmas joy once again,
as we carol at Spring Mill Senior Living.

Please plan to meet in the church parking lot no later than 6:45pm,
and we will caravan to Spring Mill.

After caroling, we will he back to the church for refreshments.

SPRING

Coming up in January...
PACS Food Drive begins for Jan-Feb collection

25th: Semi-Annual Congregational meeting to vote on

budget 'q

Www.StPetersPikeland.org
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Church Staff

Rev. Douglas Hanson,
Pastor

Kat Bowman,

Director of Music and Organist
Jill Cook,

Church Secretary
Deborah Wetty,

Nursery Attendant
Debbie Wolk,
Bookkeeper

Herman Nieuwenhuizen
Cemetery Manager

Church Officers 2025
President of Congregation —
Mark Myers

Secretary of Congregation —
Kathleen Wachsmuth

President of Consistory —
Pete Warner

Secretary of Consistory —
Kathleen Wachsmuth

Elders

Deb Wetty- Chair

Kathleen Wachsmuth, Peter
Wilson

Deacons

Herman Nieuwenhuizen— Chair
Sarah Hackman

Pete Warner

Trustees

Dave Wise Jr.- Chair
Bob McClimon
Albert Wachsmuth

Our Prayer List
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Please keep the following members and friends in your prayers:

Andrea Lafleur

Angie Schlessman

Annette Noce, JoAnn Thomson’s mother

Austin Myers

Barbara Broyles, friend of the Wachsmuths

Barbara Shivers

Carol Meyer

Connie Hershey, friend of Micki and Alyssa Menkins
Charlie Fishman, Pete Warner’s Nephew and Godson
Charles and Virginia Garber

Danielle Smith, friend of Sara Hackman

David Richman, friend of Grace Merryman

Debbie Rittenhouse, mother-in-law of Mitchell Warner
Dr. Michael J. Ward

Ed McCarthy, friend of Sarah Hackman’s

Fred Schilling, husband of a friend of Kathy Krasley
Friends and family of Betty Booraem

Friends and family of Jason Cox, cousin of Kelly Martini
Gayanne Loring, sister of Dawna DeRosa

Heidi Kieffer, daughter of Eric Johnson’s cousin
Jamie Glennon, friend of Eric Hanson

Jeff Johnson, Co-worker of Eric Johnson

Jennifer Osborne
Jessica G., friend of Grace Merryman
Jim Smith, Denise Harlow’s brother
John Pittock, friend of Grace Merryman

Karl Longenbach, friend of Deb Wetty

Kelly Maldonado friend of Maureen & Kenzie Wookey
Laura Dick

Laura S., friend of Grace Merryman

Linda Chernek, friend of Deb Wetty

Lisa, cousin of Eric Johnson

Mary Andersen, friend of the McCarthy

Paul Pascale, friend of the McClimons

Penny, friend of Linda Johnson

Richard, friend of Dee McClimon

Sally Kramer, Cherri Romano’s sister

Sandy Pereni, Joyce Rosen’s sister

Sharon Basile, Jennifer Basile’s mother-in-law

Sue and Jeff, Linda Johnson's sister and brother-in-law
Tara Cantello, friend of Denise Harlow

Tina Frick, friend of Sarah Hackman

Tracey Knox, cousin of Kathy Krasley

Travis McClimon

Virginia Lawrence



