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DATES TO NOTE  
 

Sunday Fellowship, 9:45 AM 
Diversified Group, Fellowship Hall 

New Beginnings, Library 
Children’s Class: Trackers of Truth,  

Upstairs classroom 
 

The New Beginning’s:  Sunday School 
Class invites you to come meet with us on 
Sunday Mornings at 9:45a.m. We are  
discussing how our spiritual growth affects 
our church both inside and outside the 
building. We also share our prayers  
requests and joys. We would love for you to  
join us.  

 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 9 AM-12 PM,  
Walking Space Open, Family Life Center 
 
Wednesdays– Nov. 12th & 26th from  
9:30 a.m.-10 a.m.. Chair Yoga and meditation.  
No Charge, Donations Accepted.  
 
Sundays at 9:45 AM, Sunday School:  
We are currently discussing Rick Warren’s 
book  
“The Purpose Driven Church”. You are  
invited to join each Sunday. We’d love to 
have you.  
  
November 8th,  10 a.m United  
Women of Faith will meet in the 
 Fellowship Hall.  See a U.W.F. Member. 
 
Alpha each Wednesday, begins at  
5:30 p.m. in the F.L.C. Bible study  
following in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
Saturday November 15th,  
Lattes and Laughs  
at Megs Breads . 8:30 a.m.– 10:00 a.m. 
bring your favorite book,  
crocheting or just bring yourself out for  
fellowship and fun.  
 

“Pastor’s Ponderings”  
by Pastor Tommy 

 
Good day dear friends,  
 
 As we begin the celebrated season of Thanksgiving I begin by asking 
the question: “Are we as thankful as we ought to be?” All the time? Even  during 
difficult chapters of life? These are questions I ponder upon frequently, if for no 
other reason, to remind myself of God’s goodness and grace. 
 Imagine for a moment that each day of your life is a fresh page in a 
newspaper. What would today’s headline read? Some days it may read “Storm 
rage on”  or “Trouble unfolds.”  But what if your lead story, simply read “Give 
Thanks Always”? The Apostle Paul invites us, “Rejoice always, pray without  
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 
for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) Today I encourage us all to consider a lifestyle 
of gratitude, not as a brief mention on the back page of the editorials, but as the 
daily front-page story in our lives. 
 When we open our metaphorical newspaper each morning, we can 
choose to focus on the weather of our hearts rather than the weather outside. 
Psalm 100:4 invites us, “Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with 
praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name!” This verse reminds us that gratitude 
is more than a polite nod– it is the very pathway into God’s presence. Did we 
breathe this morning? Did we taste our coffee or feel the warmth of a friend’s 
smile? Each small mercy is a confirmed report of God’s steadfast love. Yet 
“giving thanks always”- particularly in hardship– can feel like we’re forcing  
ourselves to be “happy”  in the midst of a crisis. Giving thanks is not always  
synonymous with happiness, more often than not “giving thanks”  in all  
circumstances, good or bad, is indicative of our faith; recognizing God’s  
presence and providence in and over our very lives. 
 Scripture does not ask us to ignore pain but to weave thankfulness 
through it. Paul exhorts us, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.” (Colossians 3:15-17) When 
we frame our struggles within the larger story of Christ’s redemptive work, our 
headlines shift from “I suffer” to “Christ delivers.” This perspective releases 
peace that transcends all of life’s situations. 
 So how, then, can “Giving Thanks Always”  become our permanent 
lifestyle? At the end of each day write a gratitude column, listing at least three 
blessings– large or small. And if you commit to doing this each day, over time, 
you’ll have an archive of God’s faithfulness. Also, be intentional in your prayers. 
Before you request something from God, begin with praise and thanksgiving: 
“Lord, thank you for your provision today, for the stranger who smiled, for the 
breath in my lungs.” And last but not least, share with others how God has 
blessed and continues to bless your life. Just as newspapers reach many readers; 
your personal story of thanks can encourage those who feel battered by life’s 
storms.  
 By “giving thanks always”, we invite Christ’s light into every  
headline of our lives, illuminating darkness and offering hope. May the “Give 
Thanks Always” column you write today always proclaim the eternal story of 
God’s love. 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Tommy 

November 2025  



Season of Advent 2025 
1.) First Sunday of Advent– Nov. 30th 
     Hope– Reflecting on the hope of                                                  
Christ’s coming, past and future, and 
God’s promises of redemption.  
 
2.) Second Sunday of Advent– Dec. 7th 
     Peace– Embracing the peace that 
Christ brings into the world and seeking 
peace within our hearts and relation-
ships. 
 
3.) Third Sunday of Advent– Dec. 14th 
      Joy– Rejoicing in the anticipation of 
Jesus’ arrival, especially celebrated on 
the third Sunday (Gaudete Sunday). 
 
4.) Fourth Sunday of Advent– Dec. 27th 
      Love– Remembering God’s love for 
humanity in sending his son and reflect-
ing that love to others.  
 
 
 
BLESSING BOX 
Please place items in the donation box in  
Fellowship Hall. 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
(None) 

 
NOVEMBERS BIRTHDAY’S 

 
2nd– Abigail Brown 
5th– Sherri Martin 

15th– Gertha Medley 
26th– Glenna Litwin 

 

RECYCLING ALUMINUM 
The can cart beside the FLC makes recycling  

aluminum cans a simple task, and generates funds 
for AUMC.  

NOTE: The recycler does not accept any aluminum  
other than beverage cans. Please do not recycle  

aluminum foil, pet food cans, baking dishes, etc. in 
our collection cart.  

 
HELEN’S CORNER by Helen Metz 

 
“Thanksgiving” 

 We sometimes get caught up in our day to day  
activities and in the hustle and bustle of holiday preparations 
we sometimes forget why we do any of it. God gave us time 
and place and people in our lives. Although Thanksgiving is 
traditionally a national holiday, we should look at it as God’s 
blessings for all of us. I am thankful for friends and neighbors, 
for relatives near and far, for the freedoms we all take for 
granted and even for freedoms that seem to be disappearing. 
My prayer for you and yours as well as for me and mine is for 
peace. To enjoy the moment and the day. To appreciate what 
we have and not be concerned about what we don’t have. May 
God be with all of you at your Thanksgiving table.  
 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
 

November 8th at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
This month is election of officers 

This month is collecting the World Thank Offering. 
Candy Norris is in charge of the program. 

Helen Metz has refreshments 
 

OCTOBER FINANCIAL REPORT 
September 30st Balance: 44,628.15  $ Budget Total: 

$7,761  
Restricted Income: $ 19,508.81 

Endowments: $ 224.96 
Income 11,630.32  Expenses $ 11,141.74 
Designated Funds Balance $ 61,927.45 

Monthly Overspend +458.58 
YTD Overspend: 20,174.32 

 
OCTOBER ATTENDANCE 

         Average In-Person Worship: 39 
         Online:  7              
         Sunday Fellowship: 14 
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