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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give a hug

And sea the smile..
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It's Happening at Grace

Dear Friends:

Grace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

I write for several reasons. I write to express my
hopes that we together have a blessed New Year of
service on behalf of our Lord Jesus Christ, service that
we do together on occasion - for example in worship
and the excellent work of the Food Pantry and other
expressions of outreach into the community T am
confident Grace will engage - and that we will do
individually in the context and reality of our particular
lives lived in particular places of family, work, school,
play, neighborhood, and travel.

I write to express my hope that your recent holiday,
centered in the Christmas Season and New Year's,
brought good for you even as you delivered good
outbound. 1 hope further that what we did as a
worshipping in and of our Lord Jesus Christ brought
spiritual blessing, encouragement, and strengthening
to you. In this regard I also want to express my thanks
to all of you who so effectively help plan and implement
our various worship services and church activities.

I'write to affirm that my initial impression of Grace as
a place of grace reaching both inward for the nurture
of those who gather here for worship in the name life
of the triune God AND as a place of grace reaching out
into the world to bring grace and nurture to neighbors
and strangers has been sustained by YOUR behaviors,
behaviors of a collective, communal nature and of an
individual nature.

In this time of interim, your sustaining of those grace
grounded actions you do positions well your effective
and faithful service to the world on God's behalf and is
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“continuing the strength of the foundation upon which

you and your next regularly called pastor will have
opportunity to embrace and engage with strength and
faithfulness.

In the time we have to serve our Lord together,
interim pastor and congregation, may we be a blessing
on behalf of our God to one another and to the world
beyond our doors. May the year 2017 be a good one
for our God's purpose in this creation and for us all,
each and every one. In the places and spaces where
2017 may bring pain and even death, may we have
courage and peace, hope and tranquility, as well as
the capacity to know and speak what we think and
feel. May we be to one another in the time that is ours
to be such, “ears that hear well, hearts beating with
hope, and presence recognizing the pain of the other
and hand and mouths and minds sharing prayer that
bespeaks our realities and our longings,” even as we
trust in God'’s good purpose for us.

In Christ, Pastor Ed
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CHURCH COUNCIL

PASTORAIL ACTS MAKE
OVER

The Church Council met on December 8.
All members were present except for Teresa
Goodling.

Council approved Pastor's request to create "quiet
hours" for Anna Mae to accomplish her work witllwut
interruption, Office hours starting at 12;30 - 2:30 p.m.
on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday will be
under Pastor Ed's supervision.

Pastor Ed presented examples of multiple options
for reports that can be generated using Power Church
which showcased the type of information we could
obtain from this service.

Our council addressed the Financial Committee’s
suggestion that we (Grace) have a meeting to discuss
options for obtainin%; outside bids to handle our
financial accounting. [t was determined not to hold up
our accounting process at this time. In order to do that,
we will contract with Mr. Bill Fordney for the coming
year. During next year, if the Finance Committee
desires to pursue other outside options, they may do
50 in preparation for 2018.

Due to the amount of time consumed with the Power
Church options and few committee reports, it was
decided to postpone all other business until the next
meeting and we adjourned at 9:00 p.m. I would like
to offer my sincere thanks to all the council members
and to you, the congregation, for all the support and
cooperation I received urin? my time as your council
president. I am most grateful.

{.in Rotz - Council President

CALL FOR QUESTIONS

Pastor Ed would like to have a monthly column
entitled, "Ask Pastor Ed a question!’ Have you ever
contemplated a question about faith, being a Lutheran,
the workings of the church, or why God expects certain
things of us? WE ALL HAVE! Now is your chance to
have guidance,

Send your question to The Beacon viaemail (kndsisl@
yahoo.com), the newsletter matlbox outside the office
or hand it to Jen Rudolf or Pastor Ed at church. We will
then get them to Pastor Ed and he will select one(s)
for The Beacon each month. Inquiring minds want to
know!

New?

Pastoral Acts have typically been

those exceptional liturgical events that

do not happen week to week, e.g,

baptism, weddings, funerals. Pastor

Ed is able to do this, but in a way that

seeks to celebrate the pastor serving the congregation.

What helps people feel connected to the pastor and the
ministry of the pastor?

Therefore, we are considering a name makeover
from ‘Pastoral Acts” to’Wonderful Liturgical Events!”

You may wonder how a funeral can be classified as a
wonderful event. Pastor Ed has this to say: “Personall
Ifind funerals to be both places of sadness and Joss AN
places of deep beauty and faithfulness particularly for
those people who have identified with the church, the
body of Christ, the liturgical tradition (however we
say it).” Of course wonderful pastoral acts are also
baptisms, weddings, membership and confirmations.

As always, we will continue to publish all non-
pastoral acts as ‘Church Family News. Anyone
reading “The Beacon” can submit newsworthy items
regarding their families.

THE NEWSLETTER

| We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. Thel]
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize |l
{| an event you are planning in the church, tell people ||
i| about something you or your family are doing, |}
| thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities |7
|| are endlessi The vision for the newsletter is tolf
|| communicate between members in a cear andl]
|| interesting format, If you would like to submit to the|
l| newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do: |}

*If you are comfortable with computers, you may
email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com. Please
make sure your document is either a .doc or pdf
file. 1€ you are including digital artwork, make
sure it is at least 300KB in size,

*I£ you prefer paper, just drop off your submission
in the mailbox marked 'newsletter” outside the
office door. The mailboxes are located on a table
across the hall.

| Please keep inmind that the deadline for submissionis the
l| 20th of each month for the following month's newsletter. y
Il If you have pictures or graphics that complement your i
; suﬁmission, include them along with directions or}
l suggestions on their use. Please include your contactj

|| information in every submission so the editor can get injj
|| touch to clarify or fact-check. Tf you are interested in a
{| monthly submission or article, we welcome that as well. ||




We continue our exploration of Martin Luther's
Small Catechism. In this newsletter publication we
focus on the second table of the 10 Commandments as
interpreted by Martin Luther in his "Small Catechism.”
The second table focuses upon our neighbors; the first
table focuses upon God.

The Fourth Commandment: Honor
your father and your mother.

What is this?

Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that we
neither despise nor anger our parents and others in
authority, but instead honor, serve, obey, love, and
respect them.

Bible Reading: Luke 2:41-52

The Fifth Commandment;
not murder.

You shall

What is this?

Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that we
neither endanger nor harm the lives of our neighbors,
but instead help and support them in all of life's needs.

Bible Reading: Genesis 4: 1-16

The Sixth Commandment: You shall
not commit adultery.

What is thig?
Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that we lead
pure and decent lives in word and deed, and each

of us loves and honors his or her spouse.
Bible Reading: 2 Samuel [1

The Seventh Commandment: You
shall not steal.

What is this?

Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that we
neither take our neighbors' money or property nor
cheat

them by using shoddy merchandise or crooked deals
to obtain it for ourselves, but instead help them

to improve and protect their property and income.

Bible Reading: Joshua 7:1

The Eighth Commandment: You
shall not bear false witness against
your neighbor.

What is this?

Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that we
do not tell lies about our neighbors, betray or slander
them, or destroy their reputations. Instead we are to
come to their defense, speak well of them, and interpret
everything they do in the best possible light.

Bible Reading: Luke 22:54-62

The Ninth Commandment: You
shall not covet your neighbor's
house.

What is this?

Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that we do
not try to trick our neighbors out of their inheritance
or property or try to get it for ourselves by claiming to
have a legal right to it and the like, but instead be of
help and service to them in keeping what is theirs.

The Tenth Commandment: You
shall not covet your neighbor's wife,
or male or female slave, or ox, or
donkey, or anything that' belongs to
your neighbor.

What is this?

Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that we do
not entice, force, or steal away from our neighbors their
spouses, workers, or livestock, but instead urge them
to stay and remain loyal to our neighbors.

Bible Verses for the Ninth & Tenth Commandments:
From I Samuel - David and Bathsheba and the
prophet

What then does
commandments?

Answer: God says the following: "T the Lord your
God am a jealous God, punishing children for the
iniquity of parents, to the third and fourth generation
of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to
the thousandth generation of those who love me and
Keep my commandments.

God say about all these

What is this?

Answer: God threatens to punish all who break
these commandments. Therefore we are to fear his
wrath and not disobey these
comumandments. However, God
promises grace and every good
thing to all those who keep these
commandments. Therefore
we are to love and trust him,
and gladly act according to his
commands.




CONCERNING A REPORT OF PASTORAL ACTS, FROM PASTOR ED

If I rightly understand, Pastor Tina had a practice of
placing into The Beacon an article entitied ‘Pastoral
Acts.” The article indicated any funerals or weddings at
which she officiated or was involved, and some other
liturgical acts other than those typically involved with
weekly services. I have been asked to include such a
report in The Beacon. At our December 11th 9:00 a.m.
service | did officiate at the Recepti(}n into Membership
by Affirmation of Baptism for Liz and Glenn Walker. 1
have NO pastoral acts to report concerning weddings
or funerals on behalf of Grace Lutheran Church as
none have occurred.

In my personal life I did officiate at the funeral of a
niece-in-law in western Penn?dvania several weeks
ago, my niece who died being Crystal Gamrat.

This may also be an opportunity to share with
you something of a report as to those behaviors and
areas in which T have focused as your interim pastor.
Focal areas have included: officiating at two liturgies
each Sunday (each wonderfully delightful in its own
way); teaching the confirmation class on occasion and
the confirmation Sunday School class for adults on
occasion; attending council meetings, working with
your council president Lin Rotz (an excellent council
president from my perspective), and meeting on
occasion with these committees - Parish Life, Finance,
HR, and Worship & Music, T have done some visiting
with "shut-ins” and I have been active in keeping up
with visits to York Hospital to pray with and attend to
persons in the care of the hospatal.

Additionaily | have been focusing on Power Church,
the software package Grace has had in place for many
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years and under-utilized for many years. Thus far
my endeavor has focused on the Contribution side
of Power Church. There are two other "modules” of
important, Accounting and Membership. In the weeks
to come [ will be focusing on learning more about the
Accounting module.

A significant and necessary aspect of my interim
work is to assist you, Grace Lutheran Church, and your
leaders in strengthening the office of the treasurer;
not for the purpose of "power over” but rather for the
purpose of "power to serve,” i.e., the power to insure
reconciliations of bank accounts are done monthly,
the power to use the very strong capacities of Power
Church to present information and data to the people,
committees, and leaders of the congregation so that
you know your income stream and its volume AND
you know your budget and its boundaries; the
power to sustain and present excellent organization,
transparency, and lack of mystification - income,
accounting, and budget all need to be very open and
very clear. If these conditions are not in play, sooner
or later people will fail to trust "the system” and a
loss of trust will impede and diminish generosity for
ministry and mission support. Grace's financial house
needs to be in good order BEFORE the arrival of your
next regularly called pastor so that you and your next
regularly called pastor can rightly put your energies
where they best need to be: strengthening ministry
and ministries, both reaching inward for the spiritual
care of those who worship and connect to Grace AND
reaching outward to introduce Jesus and his love and
care for the world and its people to those who do not
know him and are in need of the love and care He
brings, and intends we bring, to the creation.




Potpourri

I watched o lot of Jeopardy .
as a kid. Eventually 1 figured
out that "potpourri” was a:
random, mixed smattering of
topics. I don't have the time to
put together a whole categoty :
worth of thoughts today, so’
Il share my mixed, random.
smattering. "Potpourri  for:
$300, Alex..."

--Politics. It's strange being

out of America during this tumultuous election, and
it's really hard to say anything in 140 characters or
less without offending someone you love and respect
dearly. So, I'll share this clip by an NBA announcer.
Nobody gets offended b basie tf)all, right? Freedom of
religion and freedom of speech in America is treading
on thin ice these days, as certain faiths are defended
even when perpetuating repeated violence and other
faiths are persecuted for private, peaceful beliefs.
Tolerance is the popular buzzword, unless you are an
intolerable Christian; then you are demonized. T'm
not as worried about celebrities threatening to leave
America as I am about the foreseeable future when the
laws of America outlaw certain types of Christians.

--Penn State, It's been a wild five years. From scandal
to sanctions to sub-par seasons to sensational! There
haven't been many memorable victories in the past five

ears, but this season has been chocked full of them.
Maybe I'll have to start another book..but probably
not until...

--Seminary. I've been chipping away at a chaplaincy
and Christian leadership degree for about five years
now. It's been a blessing to grow in my knowledge of
God's Word, and then use that knowledge to enhance
my teaching and preaching here. The coursework
certainly keeps me hopping, but I am grateful of the
opportunity. In the next column, just to give you a
taste, is what I spent 8 hours creating the past two
days for my Soteriology class (the study of salvation).
[ had to summarize my beliefs (as rein%rced through
the class) and give ample Scriptural evidence for each
statement. Enjoy!

STRANGERS IN KENYA

Want to receive The Beacon
digitally?

All we need is your email address. Just give it to Jen
Rudolf, or email to swimmerienusa@yahoo.com. We
use mailchimp.com so you can be assured your emait
address is private and not used for any other purpose.
Having The Beacon delivered electronically means you

can access it anytime from any device.

Salvalion is available
through Jesus  Christ
(Acts 4:12, Rom 13:9-13)
by God's grace (Titus
3:4-7, Rom 5:15, Rom
3:24) through faith in
God alone (Eph 2:8-9,
Rom 5:1-2a). Humans
are incapable of not
sinning since Adam's
fall (Ps 51:5, Isa 64,
1 John 1.8, Eph 2:3
Rom 5:12) and —in this

spiritual death (Eph 2:1-
2, Rom 5:12)—cannot do anytﬁing to merit salvation
on their own (Rom 3:23, Eph 2:9, Rom 5:6). In love (Eph
2:4-5, Titus 3:4-5, Rom 5:8), God chose the sacrifice and
resurrection of Jesus Christ as the means of atonement
for depraved sinners (Rom 3:25, 1 Jehn 2:2, 2 Cor 5:18-
19a, Heb 2:17, Heb 9:28, Mark 10:45). God calls all
people to salvation (Rom 3:22, 1 John 2:2, Titus 2:11,
John 3:16, 2 Pet 3:9) but only those He has elected will
be saved (Titus 2:14, 1 Tim 4:10, John 10:15, John 15:16,
John 17:6, 9). Those whom God has predestined, called,
and elected (Rom 8:28-3¢, Rom 9:11, Eph 1.5, 11, 1 Pet
1:2} respond to Christ’s efficacious grace (John 6:37-39,
John 6:44, 45) through conversion (Joel 2:12, Hos 6:1-3,
Acts 3:19, Acts 26:20, 2 Cor 7:9b-10). Justified sinners
(Rom 3:24, Rom 5:9)~—although saved completely at
once (Acts 2:38, Heb 7:25)—are regenerated creatures
instantly given a new nature (Titus 3:5b, 2 Cor. 5:17).
Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us through faith
(1 Cor 1:30, 2 Cor 5:21, 2 Pet 1:1, Phil 3:9). However,
the process of sanctification (Jas 2:21-24, 1 Cor 6:11,
2 Thess 2:13)—fueled by the Holy Spirit {(Rom 8:26, 2
Cor 5:5)—tears down the old nature of sinners (1 Pet
2:9-12, Rom 6:19-22, Eph 4:22) and imparts Christ-
likeness in believers (Eph 2:10, Eph 4:23-24, Eph 5:1-2)
until ultimate union with Christ (1 Cor 6:17, Gal 2:20)
and glorification in heaven are won ugon death (Rom
5:9-10, Rom 5:21, Rev 21:5, 7). This end is assured due
to the promises of God's faithfulness in His Word (1
John, Heb 10:22, Rom 8:38, Phil 1.6, Eph 1:13-14) and
the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints (Eph 4:30,
Col 1:22-23, John 18:27-29).

WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

The Cabinet in the welcome area was bought in
Memory of Dennis M. Mummert 1930-2000. The first
display was on November 3, 2003.

Thirteen Years later at least one display or more each
month, or 158 displays was placed in the Cabinet for
our enjoyment. The Cabinet has been a focal part of
our welcome area.

Many members participated in filling
the cabinet over the years. Anyome:
interested in putting their hobbies in
the Cabinet are welcome to do so by
calling Pat or Janet, Pat and Janet have
enjoved filling the Cabinet over the
many years.




LUTHERAN
CAMPING

Here are the
Camping

events for January 2017

*Winter Youth Retreat at Kirchenwald - January 6-8

“Winter Fun Day at Kirchenwald - January 22

*Chicken & Walffles at Nawakwa - January 22

*CampPerson Meeting at Kirchenwald & Nawakwa -
January 22

*CampPerson Meeting at Tree of Life, Harrisburg -
January 24

*CampPerson Meeting at Advent, York - January 26

*CampPerson Meeting at Trinity, Chambersburg & St.
Peter, Lancaster - January 29

If you would like more information about these
events or any being held by the Lutheran Camping
Corporation, visit the website at: lutherancamping,.

org/events/
BOOK CLUB

=l % This month's book is

he Lovely Bones by
Alice Sebold. Goodreads.
om has this to say about
this bestselling book: The
Lovely Bomnes is the story
of a family devastated by a
gruesome murder --amurder recounted b?/ the teenage
victim. Upsetting, you say? Remarkably, first-time
novelist Alice Sebold takes this difficult material and
delivers a compelling and accomplished exploration
of a fractured family's need for peace and closure.

The details of the crime are laid out in the frst few
pages: from her vantage point in heaven, Susie Saimon
describes how she was confronted by the murderer
one December afternoon on her way home from
school. lured into an underground hiding place, she
was raped and killed. But what the reader knows, her
family does not. Anxiously, we keep vigil with Susie,
aching for her grieving family, desperate for the killer
to be found and punished.

Sebold creates a heaven that's calm and comforting,
a place whose residents can have whatever they
enjoyed when they were alive - and then some. But
Susie isn't ready to release her hold on life just vet,
and she intensely watches her family and friends as
they struggle to cope with a reality in which she is no
longer a part. To her great credit, Sebold has shaped
one of the most loving and sympathetic fathers in
contemporary literature.

If you would like a copy of the book to borrow, see
Jen Rudolf or Geri Jacobs. The Book Club meets every
3rd Thursday of the month at &:30 p.m. in the welcome
center. Join us!

Lutheran |
Corporation |
of Central Pennsylvania §

. to see the trains.
snack food will be provided.
way of the open garage door.

Open House

January 7 between
1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Come to Pastor Ed
and Barbara’s house
for their open house
Beverages and
nter

05 Silver Spur Dr, York,

| detnuciry Celebrabious

17 Dennis Grove

02 Richard Hollingworth
17 Cindy Pressel

02 Richard Webster

03 Jay Keener 17 Marian Warner
03 Kody Peters 18 Erica Gottuso

05 Patrick Gwinn 19 LaDawn Anderson
05 Todd Osterhaus 19 Rae Williams

06 Maigan Gideon 20 Lynette Grim

08 Jackie Atkins 20 Dylan Peters

09 Olivia Hamdy 25 Heidi Einsi

09 Nancy McCleary 27 Edward Dellinger
11 Cindy Christenberry 27 George Eveler %II
13 Tammy Golden 28 Cora Sue Herbst
13 Josie Shoffner 30 Lisa Crawford

14 Evans Fishel 30 Steven Gross

15 Glenn Smeltzer 30 Duane Hartman

?Uetf;ﬁ'@ Avmiversaries

23 Lin & PPeg Rotz
29 Dennis & Vickie Grove
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