KARMEL NEWS

JUNE 2026
From the Desk of Pastor Jason

Greetings, friends!

The summer season is upon us! As | reflect on the spring, there is much to be thankful for. | love this
time of year to pause and consider what Jesus has been teaching us through His Spirit.

On Easter, we reflected on Barabbas — a man guilty of murder, headed to execution, who was given
his freedom. His life was exchanged for the life of Jesus. We are like Barabbas. Not only did Jesus take
his place, but He took ours as well. He was the substitutionary sacrifice for our sin, for the sins of the
world. His sacrifice was the ultimate expression of God's mercy, love, and grace.

As we moved from Easter, we reflected more deeply on what it means that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. What we encountered was a God who moved toward us first. While we were in full
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This summer we will draw from the lectionary to study texts from Galatians, Colossians, and Hebrews
— unpacking themes of freedom, fullness, and faithfulness. | know the summer gets busy, but | hope
you find time to reflect on these themes. If you can't make it to a Sunday service, please open up the
Scriptures, read these letters, and ask the Spirit to teach, lead, guide, correct, and encourage you.
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PERMIT NO. 19 First, many of you have already heard that our Associate Pastor, Kohl Hanson, has announced his
resignation. Kohl and his beautiful family will be embarking on a new journey in Kentucky, where he
will be pursuing his PhD in Old Testament studies. We are so excited for him! We will miss Kohl, Emily,
Elessar, Valinor, and their newest addition — due soon — but we trust that Jesus has made this
possible and will provide for what comes next. Please join us for a celebration of Kohl's ministry with us

as we send him off on his last Sunday, August 9t

Email: office@karmelcov.org
Website: www.karmelcov.org

Second, our beloved Office Coordinator, Cindy Stewart, is retiring at the end of May. We are so grateful
for her years of faithful service, and she will be deeply missed.

options for the renovation of the original section of our church building. Through that process, we
connected with a wonderful contractor and received a bid for the project. On Sunday, May 17th, our
membership met and unanimously approved moving forward with those plans. Work is set to begin
on or about June 2nd and conclude around the beginning of September!

We are excited about all that God is doing and ask that you continue to pray for us — that He would

provide for every need and that His Spirit would lead and

. . . Our mission:
guide every decision we make.

The mission of Karmel Covenant Church is to love

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please contact the church office at (763) 389-3169 or God, serve others, and make Jesus followers.

email us at office@karmelcov.org Peace, Pastor Jason

I Third, over the past two years our building commmittee has been meeting, praying, and exploring
I Matthew 22:36-40; 28:19-20 2:42-47
I
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Our author of the month for June is

Lori Copeland

Lori is the author of more than 100 titles, both historical and contemporary fiction. With more
than 3 million copies of her books in print, she has developed a loyal following among her
rapidly growing fans in the inspirational market. She has been honored with the 'Romantic
Times Reviewer's Choice Award', 'The Holt Medallion, and 'Walden Books' Best Seller' award.
In 2000, Lori was inducted into the Missouri Writers Hall of Fame.

Lori Copeland's first book was published in 1982. She wrote romance novels until 1995, when
she began writing Christian fiction. She has co-authored Christian romance novels with
Virginia Smith and Angela Elwell Hunt.ll

Lori lives in the beautiful Ozarks with her husband Lance. They have been married more
than 40 years. They live in Springfield, Missouri. They have three grown sons. They are active
supporters of her son's missionary work in Mali, West Africa.

Her favorite verse is Hebrews 12:1-2 "Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud
of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles,
and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God."

Karmel has several of Lori's books in our library:

Brides of the West Series 1872;
Faith, June & Hope 3 in 1 book

Glory

Men of the Saddle Series
The Peacemaker
The Plainsman

Simple Gifts
Stranded in Paradise

Western SKky Series
Outlaw's Bride (1)

A Kiss for Cade (2)
Walker's Wedding (3)




Leadership Team Highlights

At our May Leadership Team meeting, we heard updates from several Ministry Teams. Andy Nelson

is already a tremendous help as co-leader of the Properties Ministry Team. He and Tom Filzen are
researching pricing on exhaust fans for the kitchen. Mike Bratvold will be helping fill in some spots
around the foundation that have eroded. We are looking into getting a paid subscription

to SignUp Genius to better facilitate volunteer needs for ministries such as AWANA Family Meals and
the Funeral Ministry, and it will be a useful tool for many ministries at Karmel. Plans are in process for
the transition of finding a new Office Coordinator (Cindy Stewart retired at the end of May) and also for
the interim period and process of finding a new Youth Pastor. Kohl's last Sunday is August 9 as he will
begin his position as a full-time doctoral candidate at Asbury Theological Seminary in Kentucky. We
also held a special congregational meeting on Sunday, May 17 where the Building Committee brought
a motion to proceed with the plans for remodeling the south side of the church building. The motion
passed unanimously! The Leadership Team immediately started developing committees for
decorating and fundraising. Watch for more details on the project as these committees and work get
underway! Thank you for your continued prayers for Karmel, its leaders and volunteers, and the people
God is reaching through us as we Love God, Serve Others, and Make Jesus Followers!
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Leadership Team Members

Steve Haverinen (Chair), Lee Olson (Vice-chair)
Betsy Standlee (Secretary),
Dwight Tonn (Financial Officer)
Steve Anderson, Cheryl Benson, Jim Olson,
Pastor Jason Hovis, and Pastor Kohl Hanson

Ministry Team Leaders

Discipleship - Pastor Jason and Pastor Kohl
Outreach - Crystal Kennedy
Hospitality - Sandy Connell

Congregational Care - Cheryl Benson
Fellowship - Dawn Swedeen & Shannan Sabby
Properties - Tom Filzen and Andy Nelson

Women Ministries
Barrel Ministry
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Each month we choose an organization, \Y/
charity or group that we are asking our
church family to donate to:

June - August

Pathways
Food Shelf

This summer we are collecting personal
hygiene and household cleaning items for
Family Pathways food shelf. These items are
less frequently donated, so there is always a
need. The following are suggested items:

e Toothbrushes, toothpaste and mouthwash
e Shampoo and conditioner

e Body wash and hand soap

e Feminine hygiene products

e Diapers and baby wipes

e Laundry detergent

e Dish soap

e Toilet and bathroom cleaners

e All purpose and window cleaners

We are also taking donations of Box %
Tops for Education and Pop tabs =

0

‘ for Ronald McDonald house.

There is a four drawer collection area in
LY\ the kitchen corner from the refrigerator.

1NNESOta  Food donations can be

dropped off in the hallway
OOd haLre by the Sunday School office.

BUDGET REPORT
behind budget $17,553.60

Thank you for your
faithful giving!
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Justin Monson
DeNae Jensen
Steve Pederson
Bonnie Selin

Deb Wilkinson
Thea Melin

Janell Olson

Julie Olson

Kody Nelson
Chris Anderson
Gerry Cronquist
Marie Slater
Dennis Sunde
Sandy Connell
Amy Anderson
Hadassah Stewart
Logan Wood
Justin Standlee
Bonnie Anderson
Josiah Koppendrayer
Ava Fluth

Ady Nelson

Ehlan Thompson
Joe Anderson

Lizzie Fluth

Judi Olson

Judy Foster
Elizabeth Kulkey
Ben Nelson

Anniversaries

Jim & Judi Olson

Aaron & Stina Thompson
Kurt & LaVonne Thompson
Gregg & Cindy Swanson
Dale & Bonnie Selin
Michael & Joyce Spicer
Bob & Teresa Schoenwald
Jeremy & Angela Clark
Mike & Jill Bratvold
Andrew & Ellen Barthel
Eric & Chris Torkelson
Ryan & Ehlan Thompson
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Pray
Daily
For:

Elisha Miller
(Army National Guard)
Jenna Olson
(Southeast Asia)
Seth Olson
(Army National Guard)

June

Mindy Hansen
Jim Flom

Alexis Browen
Audrey Hovis
TJ Gageby
Waylon Nelson
Isabella Lenzen
Dave Miller

Elsa Sommers
Stacy Mosher
Will Wood
Eddie Barthel
Micki Nelson
Lloyd Swedeen
Ellie Carda
Janell Olson
Henry Sager
Oliver Wood
Angie Hoglund
Kevin Gageby
Rachel Mosher
Elizabeth Kulkey
John Howard
Logan Wood
Jessie Morrell
Mike Paumen
Abby Standlee
Christenia Nelson
Gregg Swanson

Kody Nelson




~ Karmel Covenant Church History ~

We're remodeling again! It's
about time! If you don't think
we need more room, you
aren't involved in AWANA.

The first building was erected
in Feb 1885 and was 36x24.
Before that they met in homes
starting in 1880 and then in a
log cabin one mile north of the
present church. To the right is
a copy of the first church,
called the Mission House.

This is a reprint from February
2024, reminding us how God
has blessed us.

Karmel Covenant Church 4" of July picnic from Olive (Peterson) Anderson collection

1-22-1898 Motion was made to renovate the Mission House. New roof, plaster
ceiling, arrange for a carpenter to be paid $1.50 a day.

Later an entry way and steeple were added with a bell and a rope hung down
in the entry way (out of kids reach) and the bell was rung Sunday morning.
The church was also lengthened by the round part which is the platform.
8-27-1904 motion to buy lumber for the church’s platform.

In 1911 the next change came when a small basement was made under the
center of the church and a floor furnace was installed in the middle of the
church replacing the wood stove that had been in the center of the sanctuary.
Again, the heat came up only in the middle of the church. There were no coat
racks as you kept your coat and boots on to stay warm. The entrance to the
basement was outside and a trap door on the side of the church toward the
cemetery. Each family was to bring two cords of wood to the church. A
telephone was installed in the parsonage that year.

The next major change came in 1950. 5-12-1950 Decided to put a
basement under the church. The entry way was expanded to
include a nursery and the steps into the church were on the inside
and a stairway to the basement. The basement had a kitchen at
the south end (before the church dishes were stored in the little
building which was located close to where the storage garage is
now and water had to be heated and dishes washed before you
could use them for the 4th of July picnic where the food was on
tables made out of boards and sawhorses). At the north end of the
basement we finally had indoor rest rooms for the men and
women! Also, room where we could now have wedding
receptions.

Again, we ran out of room! 7-30-1978 Motion to bid on a building
at $5,280.00. Bid was successful. (building came from hospital
in Cambridge). 8-20-1978 spend $5,000 to put a basement
under, etc. Charles Slater moved the building. Motion 3-12-1979
to use another $5,000 for work on new building. 4-16-1979 total

expense for building $17,045.81.

Again, we ran out of room!

10-30-2016 Dedication of New Building Project -
increase size of the multipurpose room, added
bathrooms, increasing size of early childhood
room, built sound booth and additional class
room. (later a deck and sidewalk were added to
the East door exit.)

Again, we ran out of room! 1964 addition to the
church was discussed. 4-18-1965 Gene Litton
(Rev. Stenlund’s son-in-law) to act as foreman of
the church building project to be paid between
$1.50 and $2.00 per hour. 4-25-1965 Sunday after
ground breaking for the addition. June 4, 1966 at
3:.00 PM dedication of the two story building
26x51 providing a library, 12 Sunday School
rooms, a basement auditorium, a mother's room
and a pastor's study and an enlarged sanctuary.

The total cost was $30,000.00.

Again, we ran out of room!

6-16-1996 ground braking for new
addition. 11-19-1995 congregation voted
to set building budget at $300,000.
3-31-1996 revised building budget to
$312,000. Multipurpose room 40x60.
12-22-1996 1Ist Sunday to worship in new
building. 5-2-2010 Voted on narthex
expansion - yes - estimated cost $7500.

In 2026, the congregation approved a $294,000 remodel of the original sanctuary and the 1965 addition, to

be completed by AJW Contracting of Princeton. The project will expand classroom and program space for
AWANA and Youth Group, modernizing audiovisual and electrical systems, upgrade restrooms, and add air
conditioning—making the facility safer, more comfortable, and better equipped to serve the congregation

for years to come. To be completed by 9-1-2026.



