Loverne UMC
April 2026 Messenger

Greetings everyone,

A recent Sunday was filled with discussions about truth and how it moves and lives in our
world. Itwas created from a conversation that | had with Maggie about Pontius Pilate
asking Jesus about truth. Maggie had spent a year studying the idea of truth and quite
honestly, the thought of truth has so many directions we can use to describe it.

Myika Menning was very sure of himself when he said that truth is when a fact is agreed
upon by more than one person. Antonia counted 117 times that Maggie or | said the word
truth during our "ted-like" talk. Butl think we can all agree, we need a whole lot of truth to

be brought to light all around us.

Society would describe truth as the opposite of a lie. When the kids and | talked about
truth versus a lie, it was agreed that we probably have all told little white lies that lesus
probably wouldn't like, but knowing he would forgive us is important. In the Bible, truth is a

moral integrity that controls how we think and behave.

| wonder, how important is the truth anymore today? Does moral integrity have a place in
our lives? It's been common to struggle with whether it's okay to tell those little white lies,
but when we get to making it a habit, does that matter? The Bible would tell us that
because we are sinners, our enemy would use our little white lies to build into bigger lies
and then into a dark lifestyle that affects a whole lot more than simply telling our spouse
that they look good in a cute new outfit.

| think Maggie actually used the picture of a rock dropped into a body of water and watching
the ripples form and spread. Is there a limit to just how far they can reach...?

Do you know that God can't lie? And that God's Word is truth? In the Garden of
Gethsemane, Jesus prayed that God would "make them holy by your truth, teach them your
word, which is truth." ~ John 17:17,

We could do wellin life by making sure we live by the truth of the Bible. And that we would
embrace Jesus who is the way, the truth and the life. Having that moral integrity in life
would also help us to wallk in righteousness and embrace the gift of life offered to us in

lesus.

Blessings to you as we celebrate the Risen Christ of Easter!
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LOOKING FORWARD

SHUT IN COMMUNION/VISITS

i Tl Heln T el T el el e T e Tl kT el el el el T el el e T el el .

Confirmation Sunday - TBD APRIL 8, 2026
Mother’s Day- May 10
Senior Spotlight - May 17 APRIL 27, 2026
5th Sunday Offel'ing - May 31 R e it By |
Annual Conference - June 16-18 : e  Sunshine Grocery Card - Available on Sondays and 1
) . doring office hoors i
Fatger s Day - June 21 I e Genesis to Revelation Bible Study - Sundays at 4:30pm 1§
VBS - TBD £ and Mondays at 3:30pm. i
T I "Walk in Your Power Stody Group - Mondays at Spm — §
" Ty Prayer Chapel - Every Wednesday - 9am-2:30pm ]
I nger Chain 1 I e God's Circle - First Toesday of the Month at 1:30pm - i
i 1 April 7,2026 .
i Weare here to help' |f900 have someone SPQCin 1§ o SewninFaith - Second Toesday of the Month at 1:30pm ’
‘- , ' 1y April 14, 2026 .'
i yov woold like vs to pray for You may contact Jan 1§ e Prayer Warriors - Second Sunday of the month after .
i Brandenburg at (507)420-0555 oryovcancall § ¥ theservice Aoril12, 2026 )
) ) I l
: the chorch office doring business hours, .

The Prayer Chain list for the month of March 2026 is as follows:

WEEK OF April 5, 2026 - Sharron Betsinger, Annabelle Frakes, Jim and Nova Like, Avotomn
Barger Family, Justin and Nicole VanWyhe Family and oour Vision Team.

WEEK OF April12, 2026 - Dawn Cope Family, Travis and Amber Arends, Josh and Keela Fick,
Willy Baker Family, Wyatte Kruse and for Answers and Guidance in all Ways.

WEEK OF April 19, 2026 - Misty Baker Family, Mike and Phoebe Flom Family, John and Jennifer
Hilfers, Marty and Candace Rigney Family, Heather VVanWyhe and Christopher Brown Family and
for Ovutreach Ministries.

WEEK OF April 26,2026 -Dustin Aning and Melissa Wood Family, Sally Cooksley, Mark and
Tammy Moeller Family, Dale and Cindy Reverts, Madison and Avustin Bormann and for Peace in
Ovr Nation. 2



April 22, 2026

Please remember to tune into KDWC Christianson
May 27, 2026 broadcasting on 99.3 FM to broadcast our morning

worship services at 10:30am each Sunday. They do
June 24, 2026 begin promptly at 10:30am. Just letting you know
: \ | so you don’t miss anything. Happy Sunday
everyone.

The cost for sponsoring a broadcast is $65.
Sign up today!

R
y\? | 8 We did have two people who sponsored the radio broadcast in March:
R

> LY‘\;} . Kim Donth in loving memory of her husband Paul Donth Sr. for the

" (%OWL wuc'lgé March 22, 2026 broadcast
O 3> ~
wene Sue Stroh in loving memory of her husband #lan for the
%ut me&ﬁg—{etim March 29, 2026 broadcast.
Wwas no @ Much love to Kim and Sue for sponsoring those broadcasts!

April 2026 Silver Bucket

Red
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mw k m ‘ Red Bird Mission and Clinic have been
providing ministries in the region of the
o Appalachian Mountains since 1921. Today the

need remains critical in this isolated, rural
distressed area. Chronic poverty, lack of jobs,

We just want to send out a huge thank you to all of you who poor housing and rugged mountainous terrain
helped set up, brought treats, served coffee and everything else provide obstacles to a fuller life for the residents
we heeded for the refreshments after our Wednesday night of this area. Red Bird Mission strives to meet
Lenten Services in March. these needs through ministry in five areas:

L. . Education ~ Health and Wellness ~ Community
Christine VonHoltum and the M&M Committee Outreach ~ Economic Opportunity ~ Community

Housing Improvement.




o  We received a donation of 2 rolls of batting which will help us immensely. Thank
you to the person who gave these.

o Our most recent project has been in the making of Prayer Quilts. These quilts have
been given to shut-ins and in the near future will be given to everyone in church. A
huge thank you to Nicole VanWyhe for her labor on making the sayings that are
placed on these quilts.

o Since the beginning of the year, we have made 49 quilts and 5 adult clothing

protectors and 154 prayer quilts.

e

Cupboards in the kitchen were hung on 3/16/2026 by Wayne Kruger and one of his U n I
helpers.

World Day of Prayer was held at St. Catherine’s Church this year.
$1,000.00 was given to the Men’s Group for the stone oven.

The Veterans Home has been contacted regarding sponsoring BINGO in the future. I n
The annual Salad Luncheon will be held on August 6™ from 11:00-12:30,

ith

5th Tuesday Event Dates 5th Sunday Offering Dates
June 30, 2026 May 31, 2026
September 29, 2026 August 30, 2026
December 29, 2026 November 29, 2026

HOLY WEEK

March 29, 2026 April 2, 2026 April 3, 2026 April 5, 2026
Luverne UMC First Presbyterian  Luverne UMC Luverne UMC




Holy Week: A Closer Look
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What is Palm Sunday?

{'_.

Palm Sunday is known as such because the faithful will often
receive palm fronds which they use to participate in the
reenactment of Christ's arrival in Jerusalem. In the Gospels,
Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a young donkey, and to the
lavish praise of the townspeople who threw clothes, or
possibly palms or small branches, in front of him as a sign of
homage. This was customary practice for people with great
respeck.

The use of a donkey instead of a horse is highly symbolic, it
represents the humble arrival of someone in peace. Aweek
later Jesus will rise from the dead. This is why we celebrate
Easter Sunday...He is Risen!

What is Maundy Thursday?

Christians today observe Maundy Thursday, which commemorates
the Last Supper and Jesus washing the feet of his disciples.

What does Maundy mean?
The Thursday before Easter is known as either Maundy Thursday
or Holy Thursday. Maundy is derived from the Latin word for

"command," and refers to Jesus' commandment to the discipies to

"Love one another as | have laved you."

What does it commemorate?
Maundy Thursday commemorates the Last Supper, which
Christians consider the institution of Holy Eucharist, also known as
the Lord's supper or communion. It is described in the Gospel of
Luke, chapter 22. At the Last Supper with his disciples, Jesus
breaks bread saying, "This is my body," and pours wine, saying,
"This is my blood." He then asks the disciples to "Do this in
remembrance of me."

What is Good Friday?

Good Friday is set aside for Christians to
remember and mourn Jesus's death. It was on
this day that religious leaders arrested Jesus for
claiming fo be the son of God and King of the

m
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Jews, as the biblical story goes. The leaders R CCD
sentenced Jesus to crucifixion, the highest formof X -~
criminal punishment at the time, for his teachings. ﬁﬂ(’([
Jesus was then beaten, forced to carry a heavy ' WL WORLD

wooden cross through jeering crowds, and finally
nailed to the cross by his wrists and feet where he
hung until he died.

How is Good Friday Observed?

Good Friday is a day for somber reflection. Each Friday before
Easter, Christians solemnly honor the way Jesus suffered and died for
their sins. They might attend a service that recounts Jesus’s painful
crucifixion, and some even refrain from eating to show their somow.
Churches strip their altars bare and muffle their bells as a sign of
mourning.

What is Easter?

One of the principal holidays, or feasts, of Christianity, Easter marks the
Resurrection of Jesus three days after his death by cruciixion. For many
Christian churches, Easter is the joyful end to the Lenten season of
fasting and penitence. The earliest recorded observance of Easter
comes from the 2nd century, though it is likely that even the earliest
Christians commemorated the Resurrection, which is an integral tenet of
the fath.

Why do we Celebrate it?

- Easteris a joyous holiday seen as the fulfilment of the prophecies of
the Old Testament and the revelation of God's salvific plan for all of
humankind. In commemorating the
Resurrection of Jesus, Easter
oelebrates the defeat of death and the
hope of salvation. Christian fradition
holds that the sins of humanity were
paid for by the death of Jesus and that
his Resurrection represents the
anticipation of eternal life for mankind.
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Our church will be the host to the Windom Chordhustlers
on April 26 at 2:00 pm. The Chordhustlers are a
community-based singing group that unites men and
women in their shared love for barbershop harmony. They
are known for their acapella performances and
dedication to four-part harmony. See more about them as
the time gets closer. You may also speak with Pastor
Dorie if you have questions.
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(e cannst wail To celebrale sur youlh in May...!
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CLASS OF 2026

Join us as we celebrate

this special day & I )
. of ‘faith! 7/

Date to to be determined May 17, 2026



Moments in March
We had a lot of fun this month! From God’s Circle activities to Alive
Youth Group Trip to Des Moines, Bingo at the Vets Home and Making
New Friends, it's always special moments that remind us of Jesus' love!
The Disciples stopping by has been pretty exciting!




Words of wisdom over our giving. Which one is your favorite?

“No person was ever honored for what he received. He was honored for what he gave.” Calvin Coolidge
"The value of a man resides in what he gives and not in what he is capable of receiving.” — Albert Einstein

“Make all you can, save all you can, give all you can.”"- John Wesley

“It is possible to give without loving, but it is impossible to love without giving.” — Richard Braunstein

“He who obtains has little. He who scatters has much.” — Lao-Tzu

“You can’t have a perfect day without doing something for someone who'll never be able to repay you.” — John Wooden
“You can have everything in life that you want if you will just help enough other people get what they want.”- Zig Ziglar

“If a person gets his attitude toward money straight, it will help straighten out almost every other area in his life.” — Billy
Graham

“Remember this—you can'’t serve God and Money, but you can serve God with money.” — Selwyn Hughes

“Ijudge all things only by the price they shall gain in eternity.” — John Wesley

“As base a thing as money often is, yet it can be transmuted into everlasting treasure. *It can be converted into food for the
hungry and clothing for the poor. It can keep a missionary actively winning lost men to the light of the gospel and thus
transmute itself into heavenly values. Any temporal possession can be turned into everlasting wealth. Whatever is given to Christ
is immediately touched with immortality.” — AW. Tozer

“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” — Jesus, in Acts 20:35
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Hello Church! He is Risen!

: 4
! hope all of you have a very blessed Easter. The

special family meal, candy and the Easter Egg hunt

with both my kids and my grandchildren always

o l ( d Th gives me so much joy. But, after all is done | like to
n y In o e re sit quietly and think how intense Jesus’ sacrifice
really is...all of that just to experience the greatest

|S fU ” n ess df‘loy J;ZOOZ:JL“-;'?ZL;VVZ:%:: :Zm and all our loved ones

Happy Eater all..from my family to all of yours! Be
blessed!
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~ Jalkki and Family ~



Worship Responsibilities

Date Acolytes Lay Hosts Power Sound | Counters | Coffee |Grocery
Reader Point Cards
A%ril Antonia T. Sandy Becky Reegan D \E}Yid I—]i: elicia OPEN VChgs'iine
and Vogt Anderson | Gabrielson 1 anson onHoltum
Maddy F.
Agil Emerie S. Vicki Paul, Jr. Jeanne Luthﬁer E(\izeret% The SBF(Eqa
and Slack and Lola Bowron Ha andjan B. Dwire tickling
Jessamy D. Donth Family
All)ril Duane and Mary Dale and Jennifer II?SOH Ee}?lf Felicia Kar.is
9 Ezra Gehrke | Vicki Slack Hilfers Tuse shby Hanson Dwire
Nelson
April | oo Kand Lola Christine Journey I(Kjiley Felicia Mary Shalfron
26 Myika M. Donth V. Anderson | Anderson | Hanson Gehrke Bettsinger
Communion Video
Jim Hanson Beth Fick
March Trustees

March 30, 2026 thru April 5, 2026

Bryce Schomacker

April 6,2026 thru April 12, 2026

Laura Hollaren

April 13,2026 thru April 19, 2026 Morris Fick
April 20, 2026 thru April 26, 2026 Jack Hanson
Beth Fick

April 27,2026 thru May 3, 2026
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It’ s new! We have a QR
code This code will make
it much easier to do
online giving! Just scan
the code with your phone
and it will bring you right
toit.

Just a reminder to
everyone: Ginny and Jon
Menning are still
collecting and taking
care of the aluminum
cans. Please drop off in
the plastic bin -
"Clyde the Can Man's”
bin in the southwest
corner of the courtyard.
Thank youl

W 4%%@%

BLESSINGS

There are Blessing Bags in the back of the Sanctuary. These bags
contain some snacks, hygienic products, hats and gloves. The
purpose of these bags is for you to take them with you and hand
them out to people that you see are in need. They're put together
by our kids. This teaches them how to be kind and merciful to
another person less fortunate.

If you are not familiar with 2 - Crystal Enninga 20 - Katie Sauer

QR codes and need help 3 - Kristen Ruppert Roger Vogt
with this, have questions, Carson Davis Trae Davis
or want more information 6 - Sawyer Nelson 23 - Courtney Richters
about the code or online LUMC Scan to Give! 7 - Hallie Ruppert Duane Nelson
giving you may speak to 8 - Liliann Cope 25 - Travis Frakes
Shannon Dwire! Josh Christensen Brady Hall
14 - Jack Hanson 29 - Jacob Fick
Mike Davis

DOWNLOAD THE

LUMC APP!

* Stay up-to-date with our

church family right from your
phone.

 Our app features our full

calendar, easy website
access, and notifications for
our livestream services.

» Scan the QR code or visit

www.umcluverne.com/app
for simple installation
instructions and start
connecting today!

Charlie Jackelen

LUVERNE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

109 N. FREEMAN AVENUE
LUVERNE, MN 56156
(507) 283-4529

Pastor Dorie Hall
(Home) 507-283-4551
(Cell) 507-920-5278

officeluverneumc@gmail.com
pastordoriehall77@gmail.com

Church Secretary
Jakki Lindsley
jakki@umcluverne.com
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February 22,2026 thru March 24,2026

Category - Amount
Children's / Youth Education $165.00
Community Dinner $25.00
Food Shelf - Rock County $10.00
General Budget $21,605.00
Radio & Broadcasting $130.00
Silver Bucket $105.00
Special F100. 42
Trustees £40.00
Worship & Technology $140.00
TOTAL CATEGORY $22,320.42
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