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From the Pastor’s Desk:
Offering Prayer, or Prayerful Offering?

One of the standard Offering Prayers in 
the ELCA goes like this:

“Blessed are you, O God, maker of all 
things.  We offer with joy and thanksgiving 
what you have first given us – our selves, 
our time, and our possessions, signs of 
your gracious love. Receive them for 
the sake of him who offered himself for 
us. Use us, and what we have gathered, 
in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord”. If we 
break this down and look at each piece, 
we become more familiar with the word 
‘stewardship’.

Blessed are you, O God, Maker of all 
things …

The first verse of the Bible frames our foundational 
understanding not only of stewardship but also of 
reality itself: “In the beginning when God created the 
heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). How did the world 
get here? How did we? What is behind everything? It 
is God, who is holy and blessed. Everything is imbued 
with God’s holiness, and everything belongs to God.

“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, 
and those who live in it,” reads Psalm 24:1, echoing the 
theme of God’s ownership. In case we thought it was 
only the “stuff” that belongs to God, this verse makes 
clear that we ourselves belong to God. Paul emphasizes 
this in Romans 14:8: “If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we 
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.”

We offer with joy and thanksgiving …
The word “offer” captures the essence of faithful 

steward giving, implying free choice and a willing 
heart. By contrast, no one would consider a tax 
payment to the federal government an “offering.” 
Even if we consider our taxes a fair price for living in a 
free country, writing checks to the IRS is mandated by 
law and failing to do so carries harsh penalties.  That’s 
not how God rolls. We offer freely, without expectation 
of reward, and withhold offerings without fear of 
punishment. And it’s not just our money we offer to 
God, but the totality of what we are, as expressed in 
the hymn “We Are an Offering” (ELW, 692):  “We lift 
our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to 
you; we are an offering.”

We offer as happy and contented people, knowing 
that God provides all we have and all we need. This 
knowledge fills us with gratitude. “God loves a cheerful 
giver,” Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 9:7, adding in the 

next verse, “And God is able to provide 
you with every blessing in abundance, 
so that by always having enough of 
everything, you may share abundantly in 
every good work.”

What you have first given us …
God is the source of all our blessings. 

We cannot and should not take credit 
for anything we have. As Deuteronomy 
8:17-18 warns people who are rich, “Do 
not say to yourself, ‘My power and the 
might of my own hand have gotten me 
this wealth.’ But remember the Lord your 
God, for it is he who gives you power to 
get wealth.”

Similarly, remembering that God is the 
creator of all, we would be wise to avoid regarding our 
possessions and our lives as ours to use as we wish. 
God’s people often refer to our blessings as “gifts,” 
but this is misleading, says Charles Lane, a Lutheran 
stewardship expert, author and speaker.  “With God, 
there is no transfer of ownership. God is still the owner,” 
Lane remarks in Embracing Stewardship: How to Put 
Stewardship at the Heart of Your Congregation’s Life, 
which he co-wrote with Grace Duddy Pomroy in 2016.

Our selves …
“Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, 

and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture” (Psalm 100:3). Because we are God’s 
holy creations, all our energies are designed for godly 
purposes in service to the neighbor. “For we are what 
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
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works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way 
of life,” Paul writes in Ephesians 2:10.  “I appointed 
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last,” Jesus 
tells his disciples in John 15:16. Paul enumerates fruits 
of the spirit as “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” 
(Galatians 5:22-23).

This aspect of offering illustrates the magnificent 
paradox of true spiritual offering, where our giving 
doesn’t diminish what we have but actually increases 
it.  “For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake will find it,” Jesus 
says in Matthew 16:25. The more we offer ourselves to 
God, the more we are blessed.

Our time …
From birth to death marks a finite span of days in 

which we live, breathe and have our lives. Each moment 
is precious, as Psalm 90:12 makes clear: “Teach us to 
count our days, that we may gain a wise heart.”

How we spend our time may be the most crucial 
stewardship question of all. After all, income levels 
and talents differ widely by individual, but everyone is 
given the same number of minutes and hours in a day. 
How we use them says a lot about our priorities and 
values.  When we choose to give our time to church, to 
neighbor, to a ministry that works for God’s purposes, 
we are stewarding our time wisely.

Our possessions …
Whether we cut a $100,000 check for the building 

fund or place a box of macaroni and cheese in the 
bin for the food pantry, we give out of the material 
abundance with which God has entrusted us, knowing 
that generosity blesses not only the recipient but also 
the giver.  “It is more blessed to give than to receive,” 
Jesus is quoted as saying in Acts 20:35. We receive 
many blessings when we give financially—including 
the satisfaction of helping others or contributing to a 
worthy cause—but the greatest benefit may be how it 
changes us.  In giving financially, we break money’s 
powerful connection to our self-interest. In giving, we 
learn to be generous-hearted people who can more 
easily love their neighbor as themselves. This is an 
especially important lesson for those who are well-off.

For those who don’t have material possessions to 
spare, the church follows Jesus’ teaching, made clear 
in the story of the widow’s mite (Mark 12:41-44)—that 
all offerings, no matter how small, are treasured and 
valued. For those whose financial situation prevents 
them from giving monetarily, the church values and 
welcomes offerings of time and talent.

Signs of your gracious love …
“God is love.” Though the loving character of the 

Almighty is revealed throughout the Bible, 1 John 
declares it plainly, twice (4:8 and 16). Moreover, the 
iconic Gospel verse John 3:16 begins “For God so loved 
the world.”  Since God is love, all that God does is done 
in love, and God’s love permeates creation. Therefore, 
we can readily observe God’s gracious love in all that 
we are, all that we see and all that we experience.

We would be misreading this line if we inferred 

that wealth is a sign of God’s favor, because then the 
opposite would also be true—that poverty is a sign of 
God’s disfavor. In fact, the Bible is clear that God holds 
the poor in special regard and that wealth can bring 
spiritual challenges. In Luke 6, Jesus says, “Blessed 
are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of 
God” (20) and “Woe to you who are rich, for you have 
received your consolation” (24).

Use us and what we have gathered …
As people dedicated—heart, soul and possessions—

to God’s purposes, we put all we have and all we are in 
the service of God, trusting that the Spirit will give us 
direction and guidance.

The ELCA’s slogan says it simply: “God’s work. 
Our hands.” But author and mystic Teresa of Ávila 
explained it beautifully in the 16th century:  “Christ 
has no body on earth but yours. No hands, no feet on 
earth but yours. Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
compassionately on this world. Yours are the feet with 
which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands with 
which he blesses all the world. … Christ has no body 
now on earth but yours.”

In feeding the world with your love …
The world hungers for so many things, including 

food, peace, companionship, clothing, education, 
safety, medical care, housing and relationship with 
God and God’s people. All these important needs fall 
under the umbrella of God’s love.  These needs also fall 
under the mission mandate that our congregations are 
fulfilling across town and across the world. When we 
give to our congregation, our synod or our churchwide 
ministries, we feed the world with God’s love.  Through 
the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Jesus models for us self-giving for 
the sake of others. It’s through Christ and in his name 
that we joyfully and thankfully offer ourselves.

The offering prayers we say every week in worship 
help us understand afresh that stewardship is more 
than whether we give our money to God’s mission 
in the world. It’s how we use every good blessing 
that God has entrusted to us on our journey of faith.  
Again, as Stoughton wisely remarked, “Stewardship is 
everything we do after we say, ‘I believe.’”

As   we  enter into the decision we made as a   
congregation to reduce expenditures with volunteers, 
we need to remember that this is what we have been 
invited to do all along our Christian journey.  Our 
offerings don’t pause just because we take summer 
vacations.  God gives us mercy and grace all year long, 
and we are called to follow likewise.  So, when you 
do go on vacation this summer, remember to continue 
using your time, 
talents, and 
treasures to lift 
up the body of 
Christ.

Happy Summer 
everyone!  Your 
Sister in Christ,

Pastor Debbie  

(continued from page 1)



The Vote is In!
On May 18, we had our voting congregational 

meeting to decide our next course of action to focus all 
our energy for the church.  Our choices were:

1.Merge, acquire, or consolidate with other 
congregations.  We would be welcomed by several 
Lutheran churches but only for a limited time, and 
no churches have expressed interest in the latter two 
options.

2.Rent out the unused spaces. We would need $3.75 
sq. ft. at minimum for this option and it may cost a lot 
to renovate and become a landlord.  It will not cover 
our annual expenditures.

3.Sell and move reduces our expenses but requires 
many legalities.

4.Sell and lease back as a tenant also controls our 
expenditures but again has many legalities.

5.Holy closure allows us to determine how to 
distribute our assets, but is the loss of our identity.

6.Reduce operational expenses with replacement 
volunteer hours allows us control of a portion of our 
liquid assets, but will not sustain us long term and will 
require settlement packages.

7.Shared pastoral resources with another church will 
reduce operational expenses for the short term, but 
may require changes to our way of worshipping and 
services provided to the congregation. 

Lobby Session
Before voting began, a final opportunity to share 

perspectives.  Each person was given two minutes and 
could only speak in a pro/con point of view for the 
options.

Sam Laucks could not be in person but did ask his 
statement be read out.  He expressed his point of view 
that he does not see a way we can stay in this building.  
He suggested we consider renting from other churches 
in the short term until we can find a permanent home.  
He suggested the food pantry may need to merge 
with other food pantries.  Sam reminded us that since 
moving is so expensive, we should make decisions 
before we run out of money.

Kristine Cousler-Womack said she is opposed to 
renting out because it is not feasible.  In addition, 
renovations needed to prepare the unused spaces 
would be too challenging.

Sharon Hont felt it is more important to remember 
we are a people and not a building.  Even though 
she grew up in our current space and has many fond 
memories, she feels having Pr. Debbie as a consistent 
faith leader is more important.  A faith leader is the one 
who will keep us together as a church.

Dylan Rexroth feels selling is not the way to go.  Our 
priority should be to keep the building due to our 
position in the community and all the good work we 
do in the Red Lion community.  He feels cutting costs 
buys us time to find more viable options.

Geri Jacobs agreed with Dylan and feels we should 
vote to cut costs.  Her knowledge from being a long-
time member of the Finance Committee gives her inside 
knowledge that we can trim many expenditures.  She 

also feels we do not volunteer enough as individuals.  
An example is the air conditioning.  She reminded us 
all that if we were facing these issues in our personal 
households, we would not sell the house first, but 
would get rid of luxuries first.

Wes Smith felt strongly that volunteering will not be 
enough.  He reminded us that our debt is very large.  
He also encouraged us to get rid of our fear by getting 
out of our heads and into our hearts.  Our hearts are 
the place where God lives.

Chris Jacobs encouraged us to vote to cut costs.  She 
said even though we are in a difficult position, we 
have the highest membership of all the struggling 
churches in the area, and they are making it work 
with less people.  Selling your home is usually the last 
option, not the first.  Because we are a stable part of the 
community, we should try to cut costs because there 
are a lot of opportunities to trim costs.

Mark Einsig said he feels everyone who spoke before 
him is correct.  The building is not more important 
for God, but it is for the Food Pantry and the clothing 
ministry.  Cutting expenses is a short-term solution.  
For this reason, he feels selling and leasing back is the 
best option.

A question was asked about Pr. Debbie’s call.  Since 
her call is for full-time, if we voted to share a Pastor 
part-time, her call would end.  

Rank Voting Structure
There were seven options to pick from on for the first 

round, four for the second round and a 50/50 choice 
for the final vote.  The final vote would need a 51% 
majority.  There was also an abstain container in each 
round.  Non-voting volunteers who are interested in 
the fate of Grace Lutheran were on hand to count the 
tally (Church-goer Sheila, and Pr. Ed came to help).  
Our Council President, Beth Hollingsworth, was not 
allowed to vote per the regulations, except for breaking 
a tie.  The winning option would be giving the Church 
Council the ability to pursue that one option with all 
their focus and energy.  It was made very clear that if 
the final option fails, we would not have another vote 
or go to the runner’s up option.

Results
In the first round, the option to merge, acquire or 

consolidate; renting parts of the building; and Holy 
Closure were the low results and were eliminated.  
In the second round, there was a 3-way tie, so Beth 
cast her vote.  It was noteworthy that there were four 
more votes in the second round than in the first, not 
including the abstain votes.  The final round was a 
majority wins to either sell the building and move, or 
cut costs.  The result was 41 to cut costs and 11 to sell, 
with 2 abstaining.  We then had one more yes/no vote 
to proceed with cutting costs as the winning option.  
The results of that were yes=46, no=4.

Next Steps
Now that we have a mandate, all operational tasks 

will be assessed and Council will create a well-defined 

(continued on page 5)
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News
Publisher’s Note:  The Council minutes are editted for 

space. Ask a Council member if you want to know more.
April 10th 2025 Final Minutes

Reports:
Pastor: Activities for March: Ash Wednesday with St 

John's at Grace. Wednesday Lenten Services with St. 
John's. 5 Home visits. Synod Assembly Conference 
March 9th. Funerals Robert Reid (3/13), John Bradl 
(3/21). Wedding preparation with Hession/Gould (1 
meeting), Nace/Gross (not till April). Bishop's State of 
the Union webcast. Parish meeting (3/25).

Treasurer: Tom emailed the spreadsheet out to 
Council members and asked what the expectations are 
for his report to this meeting. He went on to explain how 
the Merrill Lynch accounts are fluctuating right now. 
Income and expense report/balance sheet provided to 
all. The Finance committee authorized a withdrawal of 
$48,400.00 from CHB funds for actual expenses from 
2024. Discussed the expense of Bulletins. Motion for 
no Bulletins for summer services (3rd quarter) which 
was approved.

Social: Pizza/soups/desserts/drinks provided at two 
Lenten services at Grace. The yard sale is scheduled 
for June 13/14th. Ellen and Jack will be away. They 
approached Kristine to help out. Jack will make all 
food except for hot dogs. Ellen will communicate and 
set up Vendors.  Kristine will solicit volunteers for both 
days.

Mission and Discipleship: April 11 Easter Egg Hunt 
and Pasta dinner. 150 total signed up. Rev's ticket sales 
of 138 total. This committee will keep 40% and donate 
60% to General fund.

Music: Did not meet.

Parish: Did not meet. Next meeting is in August.

Property: Food pantry floor was scrubbed. There is a 
mouse problem in the Kitchen. Ehrlich

suggested a one-time building inspection of the 
outside perimeter, and seal off where needed.

Cost $1000 to $1200. Mark to check this out himself. 
There are complaints of not using the three sinks in 
Kitchen appropriately. Signs are on front of sinks, but 
would be better placed on wall above each sink.

Food pantry: 118 families served. June 16 next 
distribution. Postal food drive May 10. Volunteers set 
up to go through items collected that day, throw out 
expired items. Gracefull Threads. Ellen's report on 
what all was given out that day is in “The Beacon.”

Human Resources: Beth and Amy to meet.

New Business:
Meeting with Rock Real Estate: No contract yet. 

We continued to discuss selling the church building, 
sell with lease back, other venue's/churches for sale. 
Relocation obstacles/zoning codes, etc. If we do decide 

to sell we do not need to put a sign in the Church's 
yard. No contract at this point. We talked about them 
coming to next Congregational meeting but decided at 
this point to hold off.

Consolidation with St John's UCC: Meeting April 
13 with their Consistory board.  Renting space from 
Canadochly Church in Lower Windsor Township: 
Rotating Pastors/Lay leaders to lead Worship.  Beth to 
text them.

Bingo: Not discussed.

St Luke's willing to help: No Pastor. Beth to contact.
Next Congregational meeting May 4: Beth and others 

worked on the Agenda to send out. Mark/Amy to 
present at meeting with flip boards made by Kristine. 
Jane to explain Holy Closure. Tom is typing up a letter 
to send out to Congregation pre meeting.

New Member: MariChris Scott. Motion made and 
passed to allow MariChris Scott into  congregation.

Dwarf Tree's: Dwarf fruit trees to be donated to 
Church. Motion made and passed to accept the gift of 
the trees.

Community Garden: This is tabled for now.

Organ/Mary's salary: Mark brought up concerns 
regarding Mary's salary. We discussed we can use 
Wakely/Spangler funds for this. Everyone was grateful 
for this option. (Not on Agenda but discussed).

Emmanuel Church: Council President contacted 
Beth, she needs to return their call.  St Paul's Lebanon: 
Beth talked to Pastor Kathy. She gave Pastor Kathy her 
telephone  number to give to Council to contact her. 
Beth will follow up on this.

Rental space suggestions: Mark feels the price of the 
rental space should be on advertising site. We also 
can advertise on our yard sign. Charge is $125.00 for 4 
hours with $25.00 each additional hour. We currently 
have Girl Scouts/Baking classes.
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Book Club
Our book club meets every 

third week in the Welcome 
Center at 6:30 p.m.  We welcome 
anyone with a love of reading.  
The book club has a relationship 

with York County Library system, which means we 
can borrow our books.  See Geri Jacobs or Jen Rudolf 
if you would like to join us.  This month’s read is  by 
Kristin Hannah.  Goodreads.com has this to say about 
the book:  

Alaska, 1974.  Unpredictable. Unforgiving. Untamed.
For a family in crisis, the ultimate test of survival.

Ernt Allbright, a former POW, comes home from the 
Vietnam war a changed and volatile man. When he 
loses yet another job, he makes an impulsive decision: 
he will move his family north, to Alaska, where they 
will live off the grid in America’s last true frontier.

Thirteen-year-old Leni, a girl coming of age in a 
tumultuous time, caught in the riptide of her parents’ 
passionate, stormy relationship, dares to hope that a 
new land will lead to a better future for her family. She 
is desperate for a place to belong. 

At first, Alaska seems to be the answer to their 
prayers. In a wild, remote corner of the state, they find 
a fiercely independent community of strong men and 
even stronger women. The long, sunlit days and the 
generosity of the locals make up for the Allbrights’ lack 
of preparation and dwindling resources.  But as winter 
approaches and darkness descends on Alaska, Ernt’s 
fragile mental state deteriorates and the family begins 
to fracture. Leni and her mother learn the terrible truth: 
they are on their own. In the wild, there is no one to 
save them but themselves.

In this unforgettable portrait of human frailty and 
resilience, Kristin Hannah reveals the indomitable 
character of the modern American pioneer and the 
spirit of a vanishing Alaska―a place of incomparable 
beauty and danger. The Great Alone is a daring, 
beautiful, stay-up-all-night story about love and loss, 
the fight for survival, and the wildness that lives in 
both man and nature.

the vote is in!
(continued from page 3)

chart of volunteer opportunities.  All 300+ members 
and church-goers will be asked to assess their personal 
commitment to the church.  Volunteering hours that 
are needed will be organized.  It was made very 
clear that since we are choosing this option, ongoing 
commitments need to happen from each person, not 
just a one-time only lending a hand.  Our Council 
President shared that she has been talking to three 
other churches with this system and they have made 
it work.

The Mission and Discipleship, Stewardship, and 
Finance committees will be joining the Church Council 
to set this vision in motion.  If the volunteer approach 
does not work, we can have future votes on further 
expense reductions, but this vote is final.  We are all 

thankful that the committees 
and Council will put their 
heads together to begin our new 
journey in Christ.  They met for 
the first time on May 27.  

This voting meeting was live 
streamed on Facebook and 
uploaded onto Youtube for 
those who could not attend, 
or those who want to review it 
again.

discovery and Connection 
schedule

Discovery and Connecting sessions 
are meeting from 10 - 10:30 a.m. 
Everyone is invited to share in the 
lessons that are presented. Please 
bring a picture for the Father’s Day 
Video by June 1.

June 1 Crucifixion 
June 8 Wired Word 
June 15 Father’s Day 
June 22 Wired Word 
June 29 Apostles Creed 

We have three groups for our children . One group is 
for children from Pre-K-2nd Grade. The second group 
is for 3rd-5th graders. Our third group is for 6th-9th 
graders.

JUNE IS BUSTING OUT ALL OVER!!
June appears to be a busy month here at Grace 

Lutheran.  Get your calendar ready so you won’t miss 
a thing.  
* June 1:  last day to bring pictures of dad and children 
for our Father’s Day celebration on the 15th.  June 9 : 
volunteers needed to set-up clothing bank for the June 
distribution.  Arrive at 9am to begin.  June 13 and 14:  
Community Yard Sale. 7:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. Volunteers 
needed to help run the food stand. Contact Barb Taute 
for questions.
* June 15:  Father’s Day celebration at 10 a.m. with a 
video display, root beer floats and flashlights for the 
men.
* June 16:  Food distribution.  Volunteers needed to 
help with the clothing bank and food distribution. 
Contact Dave or Linda Dennish or Peggy Gardner 
* June 22: Live music and sweets.  The event begins at 
Noon:  Ice cream and the Red Lion/ Felton Band until 
2:00 p.m. 

Jack and Ellen were given a vacation by their son, 
Andy, but unfortunately the dates are from June 11-16 
so you all will be called upon to 
help Grace complete the many 
tasks that occur when such a 
large list of activities happens at 
one time.  We will be thinking 
of you and praying that you 
will discover that volunteering 
brings immeasurable joy. 



In addition to the summer camp 
offerings, here are the special events 
happening at our Lutheran Camps 
in the month of June:

* June 3 - Tuesday Morning Work 
Day at Nawakwa! at Nawakwa
* June 8-13 - All Saints Confirmation 
Camp at Nawakwa 

* June 15-21 - Harrisburg Area Confirmation Camp at 
Nawakwa 
* June 15-20 - Church in the Woods Confirmation 
Camp at Kirchenwald 

Get Involved: Serve, Support, and Share in Camp 
Ministry!  We are thankful for all the ways this ministry 
happens—through staff, volunteers, and campers! Did 
you know there are many ways you can get involved 
at camp? You can work at camp during the summer, 
volunteer for a week, host an international staff 
member, participate in workdays, have your rental 
group join in service projects, and so much more!

Want to learn more or get involved? Email your camp 
director today!

Camp Is for Everyone: Give or Receive with the 
Campership Fund.  At the Lutheran Camping 
Corporation, we believe every child should experience 
camp—regardless of financial circumstances. Our 
Campership Fund provides scholarships to help 
families with the cost of camp.

Need Assistance? Apply for a Campership to reduce 
or cover camp costs. Applications are simple and 
confidential.  

Want to Help? Donate to the Campership Fund and 
give the gift of camp!
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I Need to Pray

Give me a prayer, Gold,
Show me a prayer, God,
Teach me a prayer, God,

I need to pray!

There is no doubt, God;
I have no doubt, God;

Life knows no doubt, God’
I need to pray!

I’ve prayed before, God;
A new kind of power, God;

That soul-lifting power, God’
Grant it, I pray!

---------------------------------
I sense thy peace, Lord;
Victorious peace, Lord;

Life-powering peace, Lord-
Now as I pray.

 -Amen

erma’s 
inspirations

What’s in the display case?

We are planning the annual celebration 
of graduates.  If you have someone who 
you want to recognize, fill out a card and 
submit a framed photo of the graduate.  
Anyone who graduated in the last 
calendar year is eligible to be celebrated.  
See Peggy, Janet or Keith for details or 
questions.  A full profile of the graduates 
will be featured in next month’s Beacon. 

In honor of those who are wearing their 
mortar boards, here is some graduation 

trivia from:  https://www.yourwestcentral.com/bean/
fun-facts-about-graduation.  See how much you know.

•The Diploma – Romans first used these as validation 
of a soldier’s time served and were written on animal 
skin.

•World’s Oldest Graduate – Leo Plass set the world 
record when he graduated from Eastern Oregon 
University at age 99.  See, it’s never too late!

•The Gown – Gowns were worn as early as the 1300’s! 
Scholars and clerics wore them not for ceremonial 
purposes, but rather to stay warm in drafty buildings!

•The Graduation/Class Ring – Originally were 
coveted seals. These were heavily guarded as well as 
valued. Kings and popes had such destroyed upon 
their deaths so no one would take their power and 
authority. Today class rings have the same significance 
as no two years class rings are exactly alike!

•The word "alumnus" is Latin means "a pupil" and, 
literally, a "foster son".

•The graduation cap was initially a "hood" and is 
believed to date back to the Celtic time when Druid 
priests wore capes and hoods to symbolize their 
intelligence.

•Cecil Smith of Westlake, California, is the oldest 
known recipient of a General Educational Development 
(GED) degree. He dropped out of school in the 1920s 
and earned his degree some 80 years later at age 94.

•The term bachelor in "bachelor's degree" most likely 
is from the Medieval Latin term baccalaureate, a play 
on the Latin words "bacca lauri"—laurel berries.



Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
June’s flowers:

July’s flowers:
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Wedding Anniversaries

June Celebrations

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ellen Warntz, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader

Birthdays

*We strive to keep these lists accurate.  Please help 
us by calling the office to remove or add names.  

-Thank you

Announcements
June 13-14 is the annual Red Lion 

Yard sale.  The Warntz family is on 
vacation so lots of help is needed.  
Please sign up in the Welcome Center.  
Volunteer anytime during the day in 
either the kitchen or to sell the food.  
This is a great fundraiser for us!

June 28 is a movie night.  We will be 
screening a family friendly movie for the neighborhood 
in our parking lot.  Join the summer fun!

Father’s Day Remembrance Book:  Just like the 
Mother’s Day book, we are doing the same for the 
special men in your life.  Each name is only a $1.00 
and proceeds will be put into the general fund to help 
pay for costs associated with the boiler this year.  The 
deadline to submit names is June 8.  Please give your 
money and form to Amy Hartman, not in the offering 
plate or the office.  Any questions, see Amy.  She will 
be in the Welcome Center between services to gather 
everything.

Fiber Arts:  Currently we plan on Sunday June 22, July 
date TBD, and August 17 being the summer meeting 
dates.  All will be held at Grace from 2-5:00 p.m.

03-Samuel Laucks, II
03-Akyla Osterhaus
04-Dennis Walters
05-Randy Arnold
05-Jeremy Pressel
06-Chad Coeyman
06-Joseph Laucks
08-Tristan Mummert
08-Cara Warntz
09-Riley Bowles
10-Molly Crawford

15-Amy & Brook Shoffner
18-Larry & Beaté Ervin
21-Joe & Priscilla Turek
24-Rae & Jeanne Williams
28-Steven & Ellyn Gross
29-Allen & Judy Dellinger
	

06 - In memory of Mr & Mrs Preston 
Smith, Elden Sprenkle by Andrea 
Sprenkle

03 - In memory of Clark Jacobs by 
his family

20 - In memory of Glenn & John 
Hartman by the Hartman Family

27 - In memory of Mr & Mrs 
Spurgeon Coeyman by Mr & Mrs 
Coeyman & family

01- In memory of Bernice Jacobs by
       the Jacobs family
    - Dawn, we think about you & miss 
       you every day. You will always be
       in our hearts. Wanda & Diana
08 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by 
       the family
15 - In memory of Sallie & Ammon 
       Kinard by the Grim family
22 – This week is available to sponsor
29 – This week is available to sponsor

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

10-Suzane Yendall
13-Helen Laughman
14-Malissa Smith
15-Ben Wagner
16-Jenah Dellinger-Eaton
16-Debbie Mahady
17-Sandra Fishel
21-Will Bennett
27-Heather Manahan
28-Jackie Fales
30-Leif Ericson
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