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www.lakestreetumc.org 
  

“CHRIST 

FOLLOWERS  

LIVING GOD’S 

LOVE” 

  

WEEKEND 

WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE  
  

SATURDAY, 6:30PM 

LIVING ROOM 

WORSHIP, POSTED 

ON YOUTUBE AND 

FACEBOOK. 

 

SUNDAY, 9:00 AM 

WORSHIP  

IN-PERSON, AND 

BY RADIO (AM 880 

OR 106.3 FM @ 

10:05 AM), AND 

LIVESTREAMED ON 

FACEBOOK AND 

YOUTUBE 

   

STAY CONNECTED 

THROUGH OUR 

WEEKLY UPDATE: 

LAKE STREET  

CONNECTIONS, SENT 

OUT VIA EMAIL AND 

FACEBOOK EVERY 

THURSDAY   

AFTERNOON.   

  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, 

LAKESTREETUMC. 

ORG TO SIGN UP OR 

SEND AN EMAIL TO  

COMMUNICATIONS 

@LAKESTREETUMC.

ORG 

  

LAKE STREET UMC IS 

ONE OF THE UNITED 

METHODIST  

CHURCHES OF   

CHIPPEWA VALLEY.   

  
  

  

 

A Christian Nation? 
Pastor Jerry 

One of the flashpoints of argument in our nation, 250 years after its founding, is 
whether we are a “Christian Nation.” Some people say that we are a Christian 
nation, inasmuch as nearly all our founding fathers – those who wrote our 
Constitution and were our first leaders – were Christian, some nominally but many 
devoutly. Either way, the assumptions of 18th century Christianity were part of 
every founder’s worldview. This is undeniably true. 

On the other hand, others say that those same predominantly Christian men who 
wrote our Constitution explicitly and intentionally intended for our government to 
be secular. Aware of the destruction caused by religious wars in Europe over the 
previous two centuries and imbued with the optimistic principles of Enlightenment 
philosophy, they believed that religion should have no role in government. Indeed, 
following early experiments in Rhode Island and Pennsylvania, they declared in 
the Bill of Rights that their new country should have religious liberty for all and that 
government should stay out of the world of religion. This is also undeniably true. 

Like many of our founding principles, this idea that government should not take 
sides in religion has not always been observed. Places where one church became 
the dominant religion have often found ways to use the government to support that 
church and to discourage others (e.g. Baptists in Mississippi), but these tended to 
be local exceptions to the rule. In the long run, freedom of religion has been good 
for American Christianity. Unable to depend on state support, we have had to adapt 
ourselves to changing times to remain relevant to each new generation. This is 
one reason why, over the past 250 years, America has remained far more religious 
than nations in Europe. Government non-involvement in religion has not only been 
good for government, but it has been good for religion as well. 

But now, as we complete our first quarter-millennium, some things have changed. 
Slowly at first, but faster every year, our society has become more secular and 
less Christian. We have begun to see in our country the kind of cultural 
abandonment of religion that took place in Europe a century earlier, and this why 
the question of whether we are a “Christian Nation” has become hotly debated. 
Secularists, finding themselves influential for the first time in our nation’s history, 
are pushing to increase that influence and further reduce the influence of religion 
– not only in government, but in society as a whole. Meanwhile, many Christians, 
panicked by the unaccustomed feeling of being sidelined, have begun to ask 
whether a State Church really is such a bad idea. The authors of the so-called 
Project 2025 and various Christian Nationalist groups dream of a utopia where 
people are required by law to support their version of faith.  

continued on p. 3 
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Jerry Morris 

Pastor 

  

Laurie Van Beek 

Friends at the Lake and 

Children’s Ministry Director 

  

Ellen Prellwitz 

Administrative Secretary 

  

Kathy Amundson-Forsberg 

Ellesi Director; Interim 

Chancel Choir Director 

  

Evan Rognholt 

Handbell and Ensemble 

Director 

  

Ben Kittilstad 

Worship pianist and choir 

accompanist 

  

Edna Sahs 

Organist 

  

Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 

Finance Clerk 

  

Aaron Athas 

Communications  

Facilitator 

  

Joel Carr 

Custodian 

  

Daniel Klingensmith, Derek 

Brost, Per Forsberg, Greg 

Wallace 

Worship Technology 

  

  

   

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

  

 

A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word, 

sacrament, and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 

 

Worship Services in July 

Sermon Series: On Scripture 

  

Saturday-Sunday, July 4-5. 6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook 

page and YouTube channel 

Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio 

broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 

Sermon: “Thoughts on Christianity in a Democracy.” 

Scripture: Various 

  

Saturday-Sunday, July 11-12. 7th Sunday after Pentecost 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook 

page and YouTube channel 

Worship with Communion*: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and 

YouTube. Radio broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 

Sermon: “The Bible on Homosexuality”   

Scripture: Romans 1:18-32 

 

  

Saturday-Sunday, July 18-19. 8th Sunday after Pentecost 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook 

page and YouTube channel 

Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio 

broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 

Sermon: “What a Friend”   Jill Weisenbeck preaching 

Scripture: John 15:12-17 

 

Sermon Series: It’s the End of the World! 

 

Saturday-Sunday, July 25-26. 9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook 

page and YouTube channel 

Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio 

broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 

Sermon: “The Faithful Exile Story”   

Scripture: Daniel 1:1-21 

  

  

*United Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s table, 

because that’s what he did, too. 
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HAVE YOU FOUND US 

ONLINE? 

  

Our website 

www.lakestreetumc.org always 

has the most up to date 

calendar, news, online  

giving and more.  Visit it often for 

past sermon recordings,  

past Circuit Riders, and a direct 

link to our Facebook page. 

  

ADDRESS CHANGES 

If you have had an address 

change within the past four 

months and are receiving the 

Circuit Rider newsletter 

electronically, please send your 

address to the church office: 

adminsec@lakestreetumc.org. 

  

Because your digital issue does 

not go to the post office, there is 

no Address Service Requested   

changes that come back to the 

church office. We appreciate your 

help to keep our database up to 

date.   

  

August Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  

Wednesday, July 22 for   

Thursday, July 30 

mailing 

  

Be sure to send your news to 

Ellen Prellwitz at 

Adminsec 

@lakestreetumc.org 

  

 

continued from p. 1 

Here’s where I stand: I am absolutely opposed to government support 
of religion. I think all religions must be equally protected and 
government should stay out of them all. I say this not only for the sake 
of good government but for the sake of good religion. A church with 
political power is inevitably a corrupt church. But at the same time, I 
worry about democracy in a nation that does not have a strong religious 
foundation. Some of the core teachings of Christian behavior that help 
make democracy work are: the inherent value of every human being, 
the dignity of putting others first, the nobility of humble service, the value 
of personal integrity over wealth and fame, the kind of courage that 
leads to self-sacrifice for others. Many of these teachings are found in 
other religions and philosophies, too, but none of them are automatic. 
None of them are innately perceived by all humans. All of them must be 
learned, and all of them must be taught. A democracy where principles 
like these are forgotten is a democracy that is more likely to elect 
unworthy leaders, leaders who will only make the slide away from 
democracy worse. 

Is America a Christian Nation? I hope so. Not in the sense of having a 
government that protects and supports Christianity over other religions 
– God save us from that! – but in the broader sense that people vote 
their conscience because their conscience matters more to them than 
their personal benefit or scoring political points. What I want is 
something like what we started with: a fiercely secular government in a 
deeply religious society. And for that, I pray. 

 

 

 

Worship in July 

The liturgical calendar calls the summer and autumn months – 
specifically the weeks between Pentecost and Advent – “Ordinary Time.” 
These are the weeks without any major church festivals except All Saints’ 
on Nov. 1. (The liturgical color for “Ordinary Time” is green. Get used to 
a green altar.) 

That’s all right. In Wisconsin we tend to slow down in the summer 
anyway. Our choirs are all on their summer break, for instance. But that 
doesn’t mean we should not have any special music in worship at all. In 
a church as gifted as this one, we have lots of options. As of this writing 
we have yet to have a worship service without someone doing at least 
one special.  

There are still some open weeks, though. If you would like to sign up for 
a week, email Pastor Jerry (pastor@lakestreetumc.org). 

 

RADIO SERVICE Support = $165/week 

 ❏ July 5  ❏ July 19  ❏ August 2 

 ❏ July 12  ❏ July 26   ❏ August 9 

   

Given by: _____________     In Memory of: _________________

  

In Honor of:___________ In Recognition of: _____________ 

 

mailto:adminsec
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 

status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

 

 

It has been another good month at 
Friends at the Lake, as our numbers 
continue to rise, averaging 13-14 Friends 
each Tuesday. We have a faithful and 
dedicated group of volunteers as well, but 
we could always use more. 

Toward that end Laurie is continuing to 
work with Community Partners to get the 
word out to other churches and groups 
where people might be looking for a 
ministry like this. She hosted a booth at 
the Lifelong Learners event at UWEC, 
and is working with Lisa Wells of the 
ADRC on arranging some radio 
appearances. 

Financially we are getting more stable, 
too, with more Friends attending, but 
especially with more designated gifts. 
Thank you to those who have made 
special gifts or have named Friends at the 
Lake in Memorial giving.  

One exciting new development is that one 
Tuesday a month we now host a support 
group for caregivers. The first session 
met in June and had 9 different caregivers 
join show up. This support group is led by 
Laurie, Julie Beaton, Carey Chrouser, 
and Greg Wallace, but the real support is 
the support that caregivers can give each 
other in their lonely role. 

 

Contact: 
Laurie Van Beek 
Laurievb@lakestreetumc.org 
715-832-6603 

  

 

 

     

Pie! Oh my!  For the 4th of July! 

On July 5, the weekend in which our nation 
remembers the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence 250 years earlier, on July 4, 1776, 
we will be celebrating after Sunday worship with 
pie. Yes, this is patriotic. Haven’t you ever heard 
“As American as apple pie?” But because our 
nation is a melting pot, we believe that blueberry 
and cherry and vanilla cream and pumpkin and 
chocolate and buttermilk pies are just as 
American. We at Lake Street are absolutely in 
favor of the diversity, equity, and inclusion of pie. 
All pie bakers are invited to bring a favorite pie. 
(It would be helpful if you would let us know if 
you plan to bring one – just so the Welcome 
Team can be sure that there will be enough. Call 
the office or look for the sign-up sheet in 
Sunday’s “Connect Card.”)  

 

Behind the Scenes 

 Some of the people who make our church run are 
obvious – those whose work is done in front of 
others, like musicians and liturgists, for instance. 
Others work behind the scenes and get much less 
recognition. Sometimes that’s what they prefer, 
but you should still know who they are. 

This month, say thank you to Carol Mooney, who 
obtains and prepares all the elements for 
Communion each month, including cutting the 
bread and filling all those tiny little cups.  

Carol is absolutely dependable, always prompt, 
and makes an important part of our worship run 
smoothly. Thank you, Carol. 
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July Mission Offering, Feed My People 

This month the Mission team is asking you to help support the 
Feed My People Food Bank.  The mission of the Feed My People 
Food Bank is that no one in their 14-county service area should 
go hungry.  They believe that “food makes it possible for kids to 
learn, for adults to focus better at work, and for seniors to stay 
healthy and active.”  To accomplish this, they annually distribute 
8.86 million pounds of food, and help to provide food to over 
75,000 individuals.  Food insecurity for families and individuals 
continues to be a struggle in our area, there were 101,859 first-
time visitors last year.  

 

Community Table Report           

Lake Street volunteers served a meal of French 
toast, bacon, sausage, green salad, fruit and 
dessert to 93 guests.  Our next dates to 
volunteer are July 8 and August 12.  To 
volunteer please call Peter Nelson at 715-379-8135 or email at 
petermnelson@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

 

Community Table 
  

Our next dates at TCT are: 

  

July 8 - 9:00am-2:00pm 

August 12 - 9:00am-2:00pm 

  

To volunteer, contact Peter 

Nelson at 715-379-8135 or at    

petermnelson@ 

sbcglobal.net .  

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  

particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

Raise Right (Scrip) for July 

Thank you for your support of our 

Raise Right (Scrip) program. 

Through this program we are able to 

help support our Community Table 

commitment.  Al Weisenbeck is now 

managing this fund-raising effort. 

Currently, Al has a variety cards in 

stock, including for restaurants, 

Festival, Menards, and Kwik Trip.. 

To save on shipping costs, Al orders 

the cards monthly.  The June order 

deadline is July 12 for pickup on 

July 19.  Payment is due when you 

pick up the cards.   

Place your orders by stopping by 

the Raise Right table in the 

Fellowship Hall, or by texting or 

emailing your order to Al.   

Weisenbecka@gmail.com  715 271 

6354 

  

 

Blessing Box:  Thank you to 

everyone who continue to supply 

items for our Blessing Box.  

Items currently needed are 

toothbrushes, wash cloths, 

toothpaste, socks, large 

underwear, Vaseline, and Band-

Aids.  We have enough soap, 

shampoo, and conditioner for 

now.  

Beacon House Hosting 

  

Our congregation hosts evening 

meals at Beacon House next on:  

  

July 12-18. 

  

Thank you to all the many 

volunteers who keep this ministry 

alive, especially our new 

volunteers. 
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Interested in a Movie  

and a Theological Debate? 

Okay, so maybe that’s not a great pick-up line. 

But someone might be interested. At any rate, 

the spiritual formation team is going to give it a 

try. On Sunday evening, July 26, beginning at 

5:00pm, all are invited to come watch a movie 

together in the Fellowship Hall. Until further 

notice, the movie will be The Adjustment 

Bureau (2011), starring Matt Damon and Emily 

Blunt. This movie, based on a story by science 

fiction icon Philip Dick, explores the question of 

free will and divine predestination. Following 

the movie, we will have a discussion on the 

subject.  

Popcorn will 

be 

available, 

along with a 

copy of 

John 

Calvin’s 

Institutes of the Christian Religion, for 

reference.  

People with fedoras are invited to wear them. 

(The movie is rated PG-13, for a brief flash of 

nudity. It is not violent.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 

through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Men at Prayer: Thursdays @ 7:30am 

A weekly time of praying together and 

studying scripture verse by verse.  

Followed by “After-MAP” 

at The Goat Coffee House on Water Street. 

To join MAP remotely, contact Pastor Jerry 

Don’t forget! 

LSUMC has summer camp   

scholarships available. 

80% of the cost! 

See wiumcamps.org for options 

Lay Servant Classes 

One of the practices of early Methodism that 
has survived in the Methodist church is an 
emphasis on training and equipping lay 
ministers. Wesley did it largely because he 
didn’t have enough clergy for all the classes 
and preaching stations he was starting. In 
later years, Methodists did it because it’s 
simply a good idea to spread out the task of 
leadership in churches. Now we are coming 
back to Wesley’s context: we don’t have 
enough clergy for all our preaching stations. 

Here at Lake Street we have three fully-
certified “Lay Speakers,” and four more 
members who have completed the 
requirements for “Lay Servant.” Those 
requirements are primarily a series of 
required 10-hour classes. For those Lay 
Speakers and Lay Servants – and for anyone 
who is interested in exploring this possibility, 
here are some upcoming training options. 

August 6-7. A two-day retreat at Pine Lake 
Conference Center, where three class 
options will be offered: the “Basic” class, a 
class on Methodist Polity, and a class on the 
Methodist Heritage. Pastor Jerry will be 
teaching the Heritage class. 

October 24, 31. Over the course of two 
Saturdays, Pastor Jerry will teach a class on 
“Leading Public Prayer.” from 9am – 2:30pm. 

Registration for these classes is at the 
Conference website: 

wisconsinumctraining.org/lsm-training. 

(Let Pastor Jerry know, too. The church will 
buy your books for you.) 
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UWF General Meeting 

With so much media coverage of the ICE 

Agency rounding up immigrants for 

deportation, have you wondered about the 

fear of people in our area?  You are invited to come and hear Joyce 

Anderson, Chairperson of the JONAH Immigration Task Force, who will 

speak to this issue.  Please come on Wednesday, July 15th at 1:00 

pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Hear Joyce’s presentation and enjoy coffee 

and dessert that follows. 

 

 

Harvest Market Coming 

On November 7th UWF will again sponsor a Harvest Market featuring 

many of the favorites from bazaars of the past.  Soon it will be 

strawberry season and we hope you might make some jam or those 

that make beautiful cards will make some over the summer for this 

sale.  We will focus mostly on bakery, candy, cards and pantry items as 

our display space will be limited to just the open part of Fellowship Hall.  

If you do have craft items you’d like to donate, please contact Julie 

Holzinger so we can try to plan space for them. 

All proceeds from Harvest Market will be used to fulfill our pledge to 

Missions and our donations to the many local non-profit groups we 

have supported for many years.  Thank you in advance for your faithful 

support of this fun and important event. 

 

Holey Socks Project Has Ended. 

Thank you to all those who brought socks to send off for recycling and 

reuse. The company offering that option has ended the project, so the 

collection box has been removed. Again, thank you! 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

Happy Birthday to … 

Joanne Ures-Halvorson   

July 3 

 

Jeanette Wangen  

  July 21  

 

Carol Fawcett           

July 24 

 

A Season for Flowers 

One of the ways to 
celebrate the joy of 
God’s creation in the 
season of new life 
(Easter, but also Spring) 
is with flowers. You can 
bring some of that joy to 
our morning worship 
services by bringing 
flowers to church for the 
altar. Vases are 
available for loan! 

 

 

The Lake Street 

Stampers ... 

will meet on Thursday 

July 23rd  at 1 o’clock 

in Room 202.  It would 

be great to see you 

there and you  

will have fun. 
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It has been an eventful month at Lake Street. Counter-clockwise from top left, Rebecca 

and Tiera Harps brought their son Hayden for baptism on June 14. Bottom left, also on 

June 14, Olivia Rognholt kneels as her church and family bless her as she confirms 

her faith, and then, bottom right, Olivia is joined by Luann Livingston for their new 

membership pictures following the service. The next week, on June 21, Mariah and 

Aaron Athas brought their son Leo for baptism (top right). 

LAKE STREET LIFE 
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Financial Report Through May, 2026 

We continue to do hold our own and then do a little better than 
that in our finances. In May you gave $6,000 more than we had 
expected in our budget, but we also spent about $5,000 more 
than expected. Some of that overspending is just here to stay: 
our final building insurance rates came in after we had 
completed the budget, and they are about $750 more per month 
than expected. Our utility bills are higher than we budgeted for, 
too. Go figure. Comparing our finances to budget, though, is 
very encouraging. You have given almost $20,000 more than 
budget 

So, yes, we’re watching our spending very closely right now. 
There’s a lot of that going around. But that doesn’t mean that 
we’re cutting back on ministry or necessary maintenance. 
We’re just finding ways to make things work for less. Here’s one 
example from the Trustees. We have, for at least ten years, 
been fretting about the main doors to the sanctuary from Lake 
Street. The doors are old and largely rotten. The lock 
mechanism is weak to the extent that we’ve added a wooden 
bar to make it more secure. We’ve all known that eventually we 
would need to replace them, but replacement costs for doors 
like that run to $20,000-40,000.  

So Brandon Myers of our Trustees, who works for a local 
builder, found someone who could sell him the doors alone for 
only about $7,000. Brandon and the Trustees themselves are 
going to install them. Meanwhile, we have figured out how to 
pay for those doors without 
drawing any money from budget – 
primarily from Foundation grant 
money.  

As a result, we are $10,000 ahead 
of budget as we enter the summer.  

 

 

Lake Street United Methodist Church

Actual  YTD         

May  2026

 Budget YTD         

May 2026

Actual  YTD         

May  2026

 Budget YTD         

May 2026

Actual  YTD         

May  2026

 Budget YTD         

May 2026

Offerings and other income * 165,429$       142,075           2,471$          2,750$           167,900$        144,825$        

Expenses 136,830         133,760           53,758          43,575$         190,588          177,335          

Net of Offerings less expenses 28,599$         8,315$              (51,287)$      (40,825)$       (22,688)$        (32,510)$        

  * Excludes parsonage investment gain/loss because it is not included in budget

Operating Fund Building Fund Total

MEMORIALS AND SPECIAL 

GIFTS received through  

June 16, 2026 

 

MEMORIALS  

In Memory of: Joyce Mortt; 
Donors: Leonard and Margaret 
Larsen; Designated for: Radio 
Broadcast; Donor: Colleen 
Normand; Undesignated;  

In Memory of: Lloyd Shepard; 
Donors: Denise and Ted 
Theyerl, Leonard and Margaret 
Larsen; Designated for: Friends 
at the Lake;  

In Memory of: Bea Larson. Donor: 
Diane Schroeder; Designated 
for: Lake Street Stampers;  

In Memory of: Audrey Gierhart. 
Donors: Peter and Barb Nelson; 
Designated for: Radio 
Broadcast;  

  

SPECIAL GIFTS  

Donors: Paul and Virginia Hilbrich. 

Designated for: Radio 

Broadcast.  

 



10 
 

       
CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY 

 

 

EDITORIAL POLICY 

The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 

news and information publication 

for members and friends of the 

Lake Street UMC. 

  

EDITORS 

Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 

Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 

Aaron Athas — Digital Production 

  

DEADLINE 

News items for the July issue 

(mailed on June 30) need to be 

received by June 22. 

  

Phone # – 715-832-6603 

  

MAILING ADDRESS 

337 Lake Street, Suite A 

Eau Claire WI 54703 

  

WEBSITE 

www.lakestreetumc.org 

  

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

  

Rev. Jerry Morris 

pastor@lakestreetumc.org 

  

Laurie Van Beek 

laurievb@lakestreetumc.org 

  

Ellen Prellwitz 

adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 

  

Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 

finance@lakestreetumc.org 

  

Kathy Amundson-Forsberg 

kath_abby@yahoo.com 

  

Aaron Athas 
Communications 
 @lakestreetumc.org 
  

Edna Sahs 

esahs@lakestreetumc.org 

  

Ben Kittilstad 

ben4699@gmail.com 

  

Joel Carr 

(no email address) 

Report from Annual Conference 
Pastor Jerry 

On June 5-7, the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist Church 

held its Annual Conference. Holding an “Annual Conference” has been a 

Methodist tradition going back to the time of John Wesley. It has changed a 

bit in those years, mind you.   

In my own brief 20-year experience of Methodist Annual Conferences, I 

have come to regard them as necessary evils – boring meetings held to 

officially approve items already decided by committees. I have often felt 

annual conferences to be quaint events, a bit like Trekkie Conventions, 

where one specific category of nerd-dom emerges from their mothers’ 

basements to speak Klingon to each other: “Did you see what UMCOR is 

proposing? I don’t see how GBM can accept it. It’ll ruin the whole Advance 

Special program! Even if they get it through the next GC, the JC will shut it 

down!” 

But something strange happened this year. Bishop Dan Schwerin, in his 

second year as our bishop, brought a different sense of purpose to our 

gathering. Yes, we are continuing to decline numerically and financially. 

And yes, a huge number of those churches are currently without pastors. 

(In Klingon, they are pastored by TBS: “To Be Supplied.”) But Bishop Dan 

brought in a teacher specifically to talk about what the church might look 

like when our current form of church collapses. And in those discussions we 

heard stories of churches and other groups who were inventing new ways 

to live out the commission to make disciples. Then Bishop Dan himself 

spoke, and he didn’t talk about how to save the church. He talked about 

people in need of help within walking distance of too-often-oblivious 

churches, and he talked about churches that got out of their buildings to 

stand up for the dignity and safety of others. Speaking from the other half of 

his episcopal appointment, Bishop for Northern Illinois, he spoke of the 

Methodists who protected people from the ICE raids in Chicago and who 

grieved with the families of those that that had been killed in those raids.  

Then we heard about a program called Revive, which is designed to help 

dead or moribund churches re-purpose their buildings. A closed church in 

Madison is in the process of becoming a multi-story structure that will 

include 60 apartments for low-income families, along with large shared 

community rooms for the residents, including a chapel. For the first time in 

my memory, I felt that the church I have come to call home was no longer 

trying frantically to resist the tide of change and recapture a hazily-

remembered past, but rather was looking with hope at an unknown future, 

asking “How can we be the continuing incarnation of Christ in this strange 

new world?”  

 

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
9:30am UWF 

Leadership Team 

(Room 202)  

10:00am Fellowship 

Hall (ADRC Brain 

and Body Class)  

6:30pm Fireside 

Library (Wed NA 

Group)  

2 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

3 
6:00pm 

Fireside Library 

(Healing Hearts 

Grief Group)  

4 
12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

(Sat NA Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

5 
Mission Emphasis:  

     Feed My People  

9:00am Worship with  

Communion; livestream on 

Facebook and YouTube; [Nursery 

Available]  

Message: "Thoughts on Christianity 

in a Democracy"; Various Texts;  

10:00am Coffee Fellowship  

July Is Pie! 

10:05am Radio Ministry 

(880AM/106.3 FM)  

10:30am Bible Group (Conf Room)  

3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel)  

6 
10:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and 

Body Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conf 

Room)  

7 
10:00am Friends 

at the Lake 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30pm Lounge 

(Tuesday Womens 

NA)  

8 
9:00am The 

Community Table  

10:00am Fellowship 

Hall (ADRC Brain 

and Body Class)  

6:15pm Pack 128 

Committee (Room 

202)  

6:30pm Fireside 

Library (Wed NA 

Group)  

9 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

10 
6:00pm 

Fireside Library 

(Healing Hearts 

Grief Group)  

11 
12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

(Sat NA Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

12 
Mission Emphasis:  

     Feed My People  

9:00am Worship with livestream 

on Facebook and YouTube; 

[Nursery Available] 

Message: "The Bible on 

Homosexuality";  

Text: Romans 1:18-32;  

 10:00am Coffee Fellowship 

10:05am Radio Ministry 

(880AM/106.3 FM)  

13 
10:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and 

Body Class)  

3:00pm Staff 

Parish 

(Conference 

Room/on line)  

4:15pm 

Fellowship Hall In 

Use (ADK Group)  

14 
10:00am Friends 

at the Lake 

(Fellowship Hall)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

6:00pm 

Communications 

Team (on line)  

6:30pm Lounge 

(Tuesday Womens 

NA)  

15 
10:00am Fellowship 

Hall (ADRC Brain 

and Body Class)  

1:00pm UWF Jonah / 

Immigration 

(Fellowship Hall)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

6:30pm Fireside 

Library (Wed NA 

Group)  

16 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

17 
5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

6:00pm 

Fireside Library 

(Healing Hearts 

Grief Group)  

18 
10:00am Room 

202 

(Huntington's 

Disease Support 

Group)  

12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

(Sat NA Group)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

10:30am Bible Group (Conf Room)  

3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel)  

5:00pm Beacon House Hosting  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

19 
Mission Emphasis:  

     Feed My People  

9:00am Worship with livestream 

on Facebook and YouTube; 

[Nursery Available] 

Message: “What a Friend”; 

Text:  John 15:12-17 

Jill Weisenbeck, guest speaker;   

10:00am Coffee Fellowship 

10:05am Radio Ministry 

(880AM/106.3 FM)  

10:30am Bible Group (Conf Room)  

3:00pm IM Church (Fellowship 

Hall)  

3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel)  

20 
10:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and 

Body Class)  

21 
10:00am Friends 

at the Lake 

(Fellowship Hall)  

5:30pm Trustees 

(Room 202/on 

line)  

6:30pm Lounge 

(Tuesday Womens 

NA)  

22 
Circuit Rider 

Deadline  

10:00am Fellowship 

Hall (ADRC Brain 

and Body Class)  

6:30pm Fireside 

Library (Wed NA 

Group)  

23 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

1:00pm 

Stampers 

(Room 202)  

24 
Overnite 

Guests from 

Fisher UMC  

6:00pm 

Fireside Library 

(Healing Hearts 

Grief Group)  

25 
12:00pm 

Fireside Library 

(Sat NA Group)  

6:00pm Living 

Room Worship 

on Facebook  

26 
Mission Emphasis: 

      Feed My People  

9:00am Worship with livestream 

on Facebook and YouTube; 

[Nursery Available]  

Message: "The Faithful Exile Story";  

Text: Daniel 1:1-21;  

10:00am Coffee Fellowship 

10:05am Radio Ministry 

(880AM/106.3 FM)  

10:30am Bible Group (Conf Room)  

3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel)  

5:00pm Sunday Movie Night 

27 
10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conf 

Room)   

28 
10:00am Friends 

at the Lake 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30pm Lounge 

(Tuesday Womens 

NA)  

29 
1:30pm Room 

202/Fireside Library 

(ADRC Memory Loss 

Support Group)  

6:30pm Fireside 

Library (Wed NA 

Group)  

30 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am Quilters 

(Room 101A)  

9:30am Circuit 

Rider 

Assembly 

(Room 202)  

31 
10:00am Red 

Cross Special 

Drive 

(Fellowship 

Hall)  

6:00pm 

Fireside Library 

(Healing Hearts 

Grief Group)  
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