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Hi Waterloo First, 

It’s Advent, Christmas season! 

The light of baby Jesus, born in Bethlehem around two 

thousand years ago, still shines throughout the world 

today. 

In Japan, where less than one percent of the 

population is Christian, Christmas is not a national 

holiday. Yet every December, cities sparkle with lights, 

and carols fill the air. Couples celebrate it as a “day to 

share love,” and families as “a day to laugh together.” 

Churches hold quiet worship services, while in the 

streets, lights shine brightly as symbols of joy and love. 

Even though faith may seem small, the light still shines 

among them. 

In mainland China, Christmas is not an official holiday either. Still, in large 

cities, you can see Christmas trees, hear carols, and find people sharing 

“peace apples” as a sign of goodwill. Public religious events may be 

restricted in some regions, but Christians continue to gather for worship in 

homes and small churches. Even in hidden places, like the so-called “house 

churches” or “underground churches”, the light of Christ continues to live 

and shine. 

In Muslim-majority countries such as Indonesia, Egypt, and Jordan, 

Christian minorities are able to celebrate Christmas and worship. In places 

like Turkey, Dubai, or Qatar, Christmas is not a public holiday, yet shopping 

malls and streets are filled with trees, ornaments, and messages of “peace” 

and “love” during the year-end season. On the other hand, in countries such 

as Somalia, public worship remains difficult. Still, Christians quietly gather in 

their homes, keeping their faith alive. 

In Israel, where Judaism is the majority religion, Christmas is not a public 

holiday either. Yet pilgrims gather in Nazareth, Jerusalem, and Bethlehem to 

worship. Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus, lies within the Palestinian 
(Continued on page 2) 
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territory. In 2023, amid the war between Israel and Hamas, we chose not to light its “candle of peace” as both a 

prayer and a lament for peace. 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light.” 

(John 1:5, CEB) 

People around the world may celebrate Christmas in different ways, yet at its heart remain the same good 

news of hope, peace, love, and joy. The light (Jesus) that shines across the world still shines today. May Jesus 

(that light) never fade in the darkness but shine brightly in our homes, our church, and our community. 

Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Hojin 

(Continued from page 1) 
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October Attendance & Offering 

Week 10/5/25 10/12/25 10/19/25 10/26/25 

Attendance* 80 67 72 82 

Pledge** $2,123.80 $5,620 $4,646 $18,920 

Capital $200 $50 $225 $155 

Miscellaneous $680 $2,982 $234 $124 

*Attendance for these Sundays is taken from Facebook, 

www.waterloofirst.org, and in-person worship. 

**Stock Donations – If you are donating stock to the church, please 

contact Kris at admin@waterloofirst.org or call the office to speak 

with her.  She will make certain this donation is credited correctly to 

your account. 

December Ushers 

Julie Johnson, Carl Leavell & 

Wendy Potter 

Needed 

New Ushers are needed.  

 If you’re interested, contact 

Wendy Potter or the office. 

Thanksgiving Potluck 

Sunday, November 23 

9 am 

Followed by Contemporary Worship in 

Hartman Hall 

 

Bring a breakfast dish to share and join us 

as we share God’s love with thankfulness 

for all our gifts. 

Beverage and table service will be provided. 

Advent Events: 

November 30– 9:30 am-Worship  

December 7–   9:30 am-Worship  

Special Music from the 

Golden Bells and Children’s 

Choir  Birthday & Christmas 

Celebration at Fellowship 

December 14– 10:15 am-Christmas Cantata at 

First Baptist  

December 20– 9:30 am-Worship   

December 24– 7 pm- Candlelight Service   
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

CLASSES 

10:45 am  

 

Stay after worship, join us in 

Fellowship and then join a 

Sunday School Class 

Searchers– Fireside Room 

Genesis– Dinette 

Youth– Melissa Warren 

Elementary– Susie Karns & Lynn Kloberdanz 

Use Amplify to plan your devotionals and Small Group 

lessons: 

Use the code BXWDJR to sign up and start exploring Amplify 

Media for your personal bible study and or small group study. 

Contact Sally at media@waterloofirst.org if you need help. 

Belong 

The United Methodist 

Men will Meet on 

Saturday, November 15th  

and December 20th 

 at 8 am. 

 

Join the men at HyVee on Ansborough Ave.  

Fellowship & Coffee Time at 

Friendship Village                          

with Pastor Hojin                      

There will be no Friendship Village Fellowship 

in November or December 

Youth Group meet 

Wednesday, 

 5:30 pm at  

Kimball Ave. UMC 

in November and 

Waterloo First in 

December  

November Youth Fundraiser 

During the month of November, there is a Fundraiser board 

in VonLackum lounge for the Collaborative Youth Group.  

The board will contain envelopes with different dollar 

amounts on them.  Choose the envelope with the donation 

you wish to give, put that amount in the envelope, and turn it 

in to the office or the offering plate. 

Funds will be used for the Collaborative Youth Group 

activities for the Year. 

 

United Women in Faith 
 

December 

Bible Verse: John 3:16 (NIV)  
“For God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life.”  
                                                                                                                          
 

Thursday, December 11 

Sarah Circle: 6:30 pm 

Hostess: Sally Thirman 
Christmas Party 

Bring an hors d'oeuvres to share 
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Pew Cleaner 

Sign up to be  Pew Cleaner!   

Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in 

VonLackum Lounge. 

Bless 

Fellowship Servers 

Thank you for signing up to serve fellowship! 

December 7– Birthday/ Anniversary Sunday 

          Sarah Circle & Genesis 

December 14– Meet at First Baptist for Christmas Cantata 

December 21– Cravens & Sue Carver 

December 28– Youth 

Sign up for 2026 Sundays today! If no one signs up, there 

might not be fellowship. 

Volunteering at the Northeast Iowa Food Bank 

Thursday, November 20
th

 & December 18 

2:00 pm 

Contact Donna Brown if you’re interested in 

volunteering. 

Food Nook  

Increase in Clientele  

With the Government Shut 

Down, the number of people 

who are food insecure has 

increased, which is reflected 

in th grown of Food Nook Clientele.  Until the SNAP payments 

resume, the Food Nook needs your help.  They need more 

grocery bags are more hearty, shelf stable meals like Chunk 

Soup.  Monetary donations are also appreciated. 

Irving School Needs Pen Pals 

  Irving needs people willing to become Pen Pals 
with a class.  Please let Donna Brown  know if you 
would be interested. 

Believe it or not, we are once again approaching the 

Season of Advent.  After the Thanksgiving Potluck, on 

November 23, we will once again decorate the church.  

Please make plans with your group to get it done.  If you 

need more help, let Sally or Corrine know. 

**Please make a list of the decorations you are in 

charge of and where they are stored.  

 Please give your list to Sally. 
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Prepare Today for Tomorrow’s Legacy 

Dr. John Wm. Roberts, Ed.D.  

December is one of the greatest periods in The Christian Year. God sent His Son to be 

the beacon to train us to be more like Him. Jesus’ teaching through parables, proverbs 

and life examples gives us the instructions to become more like Him. In The Old 

Testament, Proverbs 22:6 KJV states: “Train up a child in the way he should go: and 

when he is old, he will not depart from it.” The New Testament , Matthew 19:14 KJV 

states: “Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the 

kingdom of heaven.” Have we taken the time to invest in the future? This, among 

others, is a question which needs an answer. There is so much talent within many 

churches which is untapped, underdeveloped, and under-utilized. As a former Director 

of Music, I have seen an alarming trend – the lack of well-rounded musicians on the 

benches in many of our congregations. We need to ask ourselves: “What can be done 

today to ensure the legacy of denominational music for the future?” 

There are many congregations with rich traditions looking for qualified, well-rounded musicians to enhance the worship 

service; however, the pool of these musicians is at an all-time low. There are many children, young people/adults who 

have a desire to contribute to their denominations and congregations. What is being done by the denominations and 

congregations to give these willing ‘future servants’ the opportunity to serve? What connections are being made to give 

these servants a pathway to showcase their talents? Are connections being made with area high schools, colleges/

universities to enable these ‘future servants’ to serve? 

Music is neither ‘exclusive’ or ‘restrictive.’ Granted, the musical adaptation and interpretation may differ; however, the 

beauty and the message of the music remain intact. What will be the consequences if varying denominations who have 

a supply of musicians are given the opportunity to share their knowledge with others and help inspire ‘future servants’? 

There are several! These musicians will see the beauty of the music, make adaptive changes to enhance the music of 

their own denomination. It will expose denominational congregations to music previously unknown and unheard. In the 

process, this exchange and collaboration will inspire ‘future servants’ to pursue a dream, which may have seemed 

unattainable and enrich the musical inventory within the congregations and denominations they serve. 

Are congregations collaborating with one another to give potential ‘future servants’ the ability to connect with music 

professionals to access avenues to develop, enhance, and perfect their talents? There are many congregations whose 

musicians would be willing to teach and train ‘future servants.’ Are congregations and denominations willing to help 

subsidize this training for their ‘future servants’ when needed? 

The legacy of any congregation and denomination depends on its ability to train its ‘present’ and ‘future’ servants. Is 

enough being done to ensure the legacy? Many are aware of the problem; however, there may not be many who are 

willing to take the steps to solve it. We, church music professionals, should take the initiative to develop bridges for 

connection and collaboration to give our ‘present and future servants’ the opportunity to become prepared to continue 

congregational and denominational legacy. 
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Scrip Cards for 

Christmas! 

 

Scrip Cards make wonderful 

Christmas Gifts! There is a complete list of what stores are available on the Fundraising 

page of Waterloofirst.org, or ask Kris Stewart for an order form. 

Ask Kris Stewart during fellowship what’s in stock and how to order the cards you want. 

The money from the cards adds up for the church.  We have used scrip funds for Dinner 

with Neighbors, Camera equipment for the sanctuary, Nativity scene for the House of Hope Christmas Fundraiser, Can 

openers for the clients in the food nook, Halloween buckets for Trunk or Treat, Gift Cards for prizes on Trivia Night, and 

decorations for the sanctuary for Jazz Sunday. With your continued support, we can do more for Waterloo First UMC. 

Order your cards now! 

Coming Soon, Our Very Own App for Your Phone 

 

The Office Staff has been working on transferring our member 

information, livestreaming, and web page to Amplify Ministries (not 

to be confused with out Sunday School program) 

It has been a journey, but we are close. 

In January, you will get an email invitation from Krisy to set up your 

own Amplify Ministries ID.  With that ID, you can log in online or on 

an app on your phone. 

The app is pictured at left, it is the My Church Home app, available 

in the Google and Apple Stores. 

Once you’ve established your log in, downloaded and sign in on the 

app you will be able to: 

• Access members address, phone numbers & emails 

• Access your own membership and giving information 

• Be able to donate right from your phone 

• Access our livestreaming and sermon information 

• Access a church event calendar 

Watch for more information and your email invitation in January. 
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October 31, 2025 

 

The last two weeks have 

been devastating in 

Alaska and the 

Caribbean. Many people 

are now homeless and 

facing recovery and 

rebuilding. 

     

Like many of you, my first 

instinct is to pack the car 

or jump on a plane and 

go help, but please don't! 

We will be in the way and 

take needed resources 

away from those who 

need them. 

 

In the weeks (and years) to come, we will have information and opportunities for you to go and help. The reality is that 

all available resources, housing, and floor space are being used to house and help survivors. We will simply 

be in the way at this time. Please know that the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), Midwest Mission, 

and other relief partners are already on the ground with needed supplies or are connecting with others. However, 

accessibility and the reality of the destruction are making this difficult.  

UMCOR will be posting updates on its Facebook page, as will Midwest Mission, as they have more information about 

how we can help. 

 

Right now, you can help by:  

Praying for those affected, those grieving, those in shelter, and those responding. 

• Donating a financial gift to UMCOR Disaster Response — US, Special Advance #901670 or UMCOR Disaster 

Response — International  Special Advance #982450. Checks can also be mailed to the Iowa Annual Conference. 

Please remember to put the Special Advance number in the memo line. 100% of donations go to help those 

impacted by disaster. Financial Gifts may also be given to Midwest Mission for relief efforts in Jamaica. 

• Get yourself and a team trained so that when the time is right, you can go and help. Early Response Team (ERT) 

and Disaster Response Training will help to prepare you for volunteering. 

Let's Love Boldly, Serve Faithfully, and Lead Courageously as we respond to these communities' needs. 

God's blessings, 

Pastor Catie Newman 

Iowa Conference Disaster Response Coordinator 

Cell: 712-899-4067 

disaster.response@iaumc.org   

 

Iowa Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 

2301 Rittenhouse Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50321 

https://www.facebook.com/UMCOR
https://www.facebook.com/midwestmission
https://gbhem-umc.my.site.com/hemgm/s/campaign/a3fPo000000D49rIAC/umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery
https://gbhem-umc.my.site.com/hemgm/s/campaign/a3fPo000000D49pIAC/umcor-international-disaster-response-and-recovery
https://gbhem-umc.my.site.com/hemgm/s/campaign/a3fPo000000D49pIAC/umcor-international-disaster-response-and-recovery
https://give.midwestmission.org/donate/hurricanerelief?segmentCode=HU1025WB2
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November 10, 2025 

“You are one body and one spirit, just as God also called you in one hope. There is one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism, and one God and Father of all, who is over all, through all, and in all,” Ephesians 4:4-6 (CEB). 

  

I had the honor of joining my episcopal colleagues last week at the November 2025 Council of Bishops meeting to 

canvass the votes for the constitutional amendments passed at the 2024 General Conference. After many years as a 

General Conference delegate, I am accustomed to constitutional amendments failing. Indeed, in 2018, amendments 

addressing the equality of women did not receive enough support to be ratified. But Wednesday, November 5, told a 

different story.   

  

Constitutional amendments on regionalization, racial and gender justice, inclusiveness, and educational 

requirements for voting clergy delegates all passed with 90+ percent majorities. It was historic. And it took a moment 

to process that we are a different church. We are a church that is becoming one. That does not mean that we are 

exactly alike or that we agree on every issue. But in Christ we are becoming one in identity and mission. 

  

And friends, this is neither our work nor our great achievement. It is the work of Christ who through the cross broke 

down the walls that divide us. It also is the work of the Holy Spirit who continues to lead us toward greater unity in 

Christ. And the gift of our unity is that we can be a powerful witness in a fractured and divided world. 

  

So please join me in a season of prayer for our United Methodist Church. We have much prayer ahead as we move 

away from colonial structures and toward greater contextual freedom that regionalization can bring. We have much 

prayer ahead as we grow in our commitments to justice and inclusion for all of God’s children. We have much prayer 

ahead as we grow in our unity as a worldwide church and as we carry out our vision to love boldly, to serve joyfully 

and to lead courageously as one. 

  

To God be the Glory! 

Bishop Kennetha J. Bigham-Tsai 

Iowa and IGRC Episcopal Areas 

 

Printable Fact Sheet on Ratified Amendments 

Printable Fact Sheet on Regionalization 

ResourceUMC.org/amendments 

Read the press release 

Read the article on umnews.org 

The 2028 General Conference will be held May 8-18, 2028, at the Minneapolis Convention Center in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. 

https://umcom.docsend.com/view/y433fwnx4cswp4vc/d/5yhxrz9aagrexfgh
https://umcom.docsend.com/view/y433fwnx4cswp4vc/d/c7b5eibw37wsvkgm
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/general-conference-2020/legislation/amendments-to-united-methodist-constitution
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/umc-bishops-finish-canvassing-of-constitutional-amendments-19435612
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/new-united-methodist-church-structure-ratified
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/general-conference-2028
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Altar Flowers 

Sign up on the 

bulletin board in 

VonLackum 

lounge to honor an 

occasion or 

memorialize a 

loved one with 

altar flowers. 

Let Sally know what you would like printed in 

the bulletin for your flowers. 

media@waterloofirst.org 

Herald Deadlines 2025/26 

December 2 January 20 

February 17 March 17 

April 14 May 19 

December 11 January 29 

February 26 March 26 

April 23 May 28 

Herald Assembly 2025/26 

1- Carl Leavell 

3- Jackie Garmager 

4- Brian Butz 

6- Lynn Kloberdanz 

7- Betsy Bentley 

 Betty Kimpston 

8- Judy Shepard 

13- Melissa Sturch 

14- Sue Carver 

17- Kapalina Gartley 

18- Kendra Parker 

21- Ann Walker 

25- Reid Corson 

30- Isabella Walker 

 

 

 

18- Marvin & Judy Shepard  49 

21- Gary & Donna Brown  57 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 
Herald Deadline 

 

9:00 am– Staff Mtg, 

10:00 am– Church 

Row Prayer Walk & 

Coffee  

3 
9:00 am– Worship on 
Waterloo Public Access 17 
 
 
 
5:30 pm- Youth Group 
5:45 pm– Golden Bell 
Rehearsal 
7:00 pm– Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

4 
8:45 am– District Lay 
Leader Interviews 
 
9:30 am– Food Nook 
 
 
 
 
4:15 pm– PIE at Irving 
Elementary 

5 
 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm- Worship on 

Waterloo Public 

Access 17 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
3:00 pm– Worship 
on CF Public Access 
Chanel 15 

7 

9:30 am– 

 Worship/Communion 

10:30 am– Fellowship 

10:45 am– Sunday 

School 

12:00 pm– Church 

Row Coalition Mtg. 

8 
 

 

 

 

6:00 pm– 

Trustees 

9 

 

10:00 am– Church 

Row Prayer Walk & 

Coffee  

12:00 pm– Team 

Waterloo First 

Meeting 

 

10 
9:00 am– Worship on 
Waterloo Public Access 17 
10:00 am– Church Row 
Structural & Safety Team 
5:30 pm– Youth Group 
5:45 pm– Golden Bell 
Rehearsal 
7:00 pm– Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal @ First Baptist 

11 
9:30 am– Food Nook 
9:30 am– Herald 
Assembly 
 
 
6:30 pm– Sarah Circle at 
Sally Thurman’s 
 

12 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm- Worship on 

Waterloo Public 

Access 17 

13 

10:00 am– Food 

Nook 

 

 

3:00 pm– Worship 

on CF Public  

14 

10:15 am– 

Christmas Cantata 

at First Baptist 

Church 

12:00 pm– Lunch at 

Le Christopher’s 

 
 

15 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 

10:00 am– Church 

Row Prayer Walk & 

Coffee  

 

5:30 pm– Finance 

17 
9:00 am– Worship on 
Waterloo Public Access 
17 
 
 
 
5:30 pm– Youth Group 
 
7:00 pm– Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

18 
 
9:30 am– Food Nook 
 
2:00 pm– Volunteer at 
the Food Bank 
 
4:00 pm– Staying Ahead 
 
6:00 pm– Ad Team 
 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm- Worship on 

Waterloo Public 

Access 17 

20 
8:00 am– UMM  

9:30 am– Church  

Row Neighborhood 

Assoc. Mtg. 

 

 

3:00 pm– Worship 

on CF Public Access 

Chanel 15 

21 

9:30 am– 

 Worship 

10:30 am-

Fellowship 

10:45 pm– Sunday 

School 

 
 
 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
10:00 am– Church 

Row Prayer Walk & 

Coffee  

12:00 pm– Team 

Waterloo First 

Meeting 

 

 

. 

24 

Office  Closed 

 
9:00 am– Worship on 
Waterloo Public Access 17 
 
 
 
7:00 pm- Christmas Eve 
Service 
 

25 
Office Closed 
 
  

26 
 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm- Worship on 

Waterloo Public 

Access 17 

27 

 

 

 

 

3:00 pm– Worship 

on CF Public Access 

Chanel 15 

 

28 

9:30 am– Worship 

10:30 am-

Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

29 30 
 

31 
Office Closed 
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ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM MEETING REPORTS 

October 16, 2025 

In lieu of the meeting on Thursday, committee members were encouraged to attend 

Charge Conference on October 26, 6pm at St. Tims 
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