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On Sunday, November 9" at 3PM, our congregation along with multiple Pastor’s from
our Presbytery will come together in a heartfelt worship service to officially install our new
pastor, Pastor Steve Shullanberger. This joyous occasion marks not just a transition in
leadership, but a reaffirmation of our shared mission and spiritual journey as a church
family.

As we Install Pastor Steve, our church looks forward to a period of growth, renewal, and
deeper fellowship. We encourage everyone to participate in upcoming events, get
involved in ministry opportunities, and continue praying for our pastor and our church
community.

Let us embrace this new chapter with gratitude, faith, and open hearts, trusting that God
will guide us every step of the way.

A reception prepared by our Deacons will follow the service in the Chapel
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From day one we experience so many things. Many of the people, places, and events we’ve grown to
expect, and other events only occasionally. Here lies a question God asks each of us: “Are you thankful
for your life and the people, places and events that are a part of your life? Do you give thanks for all the
little things that you frequently take for granted? Are you thankful for the “big things” that impress them-
selves on your life? Are you a thankful person? It's amazing that many people are not thankful at all.

If you ever doubted the importance of saying “thank you” to someone when a “thank you” is due, consid-
er the story of Jesus healing of the ten lepers.

Luke tells us that Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem and a He passed near Galilee and Samaria, He
was met by ten lepers. Thy called out to Him, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” Jesus sent them on to
the priests and as they went there, the lepers were healed.

Most people focus on the healing part of this episode. Jesus said, “Your faith has made you well”, now
remember, there were ten lepers healed that day, yet only one came back to say “Thank you” to Jesus.
Only one out of ten! The other nine lepers were healed, but they still weren’t healthy in the whole sense,
since none of them had a thankful heart.

Lest we miss the drama involved, it might help to recall what kind of disease we are talking about. Lepro-
sy is still a problem in India even though it has largely disappeared from the Western world, so we tend to
forget what a terrible and terrifying disease it really is.

When you were diagnosed a leper, you were completely cut off from the community. You had to wear
mourning clothes, as if you were dead. You kept your head uncovered, your lips veiled and everywhere
you went, you had to cry, “unclean, unclean!” in order to warn others from getting near you. You lived
outside the village, in caves or open pits reserved for lepers. You spent your days begging for food and
your nights waiting to die.

That's why it's hard to understand why all ten of the lepers didn’t come running back to search Jesus out
and thank Him. | should think they’d have spent years looking for Him, if that's how long it took, until they
found the Man who had freed them from this merciless disease and thanked Him face to face.

We like to be thanked for the things we do for other people. Even Jesus Himself wanted to be thanked!
He said to the one leper who did return: “There were ten men who were healed: where are the other
nine? Why is this foreigner the only on who came back to give thanks to God?” Even if our own problems
aren’t as severe as a leper’s, this event makes us think about the ways we’re not as thankful as we
should be.

The sad fact is that many of us are just like the nine lepers in the story. Our hearts aren’t thankful
enough. We don’t say “thank you” often enough for the kindnesses, large and small, which are given to
us every day. Continued on next page



You've all heard of “Dear Abby” and her newspaper column. Well, one day, “Dear Abby” suggested that
her readers write and thank a school teacher who had made a difference in their lives. Shortly after that,
she received a letter which really show the importance of saying “thank you”

“Dear Abby,” the letter said, “You can imagine how thrilled | was to receive a letter from a student |
taught sixty-two years ago! He wanted to thank me for staying after school to teach him how to tell time
when he was in the second grade. Abby, | am ninety-five years old and live in a nursing home. | don’t
expect to have many more surprises as happy as this one. Thank you!”

You can even be thankful during the most difficult of circumstances in life. It's true!

Whom can you say “thank you” to? As you look back on your life, who are the people who helped you
along the way? Who are the people near and ear to you who are helping you today, the people in your
own home or family, the very people you might be taking for granted? | tell you: there is no such thing as
a “self-made man” or a “self-made woman.” Everyone has people to thank for helping them in their living
day to day.

We do have a lot to be thankful for and a lot of “thank you’s” to give away, when we think about our lives
like that. We also have a larger lesson to remember — a larger reason to give thanks — because every
time we receive a gift of caring or concern from someone else, we receive that gift from God.

The friendly smile from the stranger, the cheerful service at the crowded checkout counter, the doctor
who goes out of her way to make you fell at ease, the loved one who makes an important sacrifice for
you: these and a hundred other kindnesses are all example of the love and kindness of God. They are all
reasons for us to “Thank We All Our God,” because God expresses His love to us through the love of
others.

God also expresses His love and care directly to us, without any help from anyone else, solely by the
Presence of the Spirit of His son, Jesus Christ. Can we not also be thankful for that?

It's easy to take the goodness of our loved ones for granted, just as it's easy to take our Lord’s goodness
for granted. That's what happened with nine lepers who met Jesus as He walked to Jerusalem one day.
They received a priceless miracle, yet they went on their way without saying thanks.

We don’t want to be that way. We want to be like the one leper who came back to Jesus. Like that leper,
our minds are set on our Lord; our eyes have beheld His love. We won’t be satisfied until we can find
Him and praise Him to His face, but in the meantime, He has given us the grace to live the rest of our
lives in the fullness of joy with thankful hearts.



Mission Opportunities

It’s almost That Time Of Year again. You know, when we focus on
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. The first Sunday of Advent is
November 30 and that is the day Northminster’s Giving Tree will

be up in the Chapel and will be decorated with 50 gift tags . Each
tag will have the the name, and Christmas wish, of a child at Dyer & ':
Kelly Elementary School . As in past years, the tree will be up, :
decorated, and ready for you to take a tag each Sunday from
November 30 to December 14. Please wrap your gifts and return |
them to church by Monday December 15. Don’t forget to tie, or
tape, your gift tag securely to the outside of the package. The committee suggests
a maximum of $35.00 for any gift. We look forward to seeing you on November 30

at the Giving Tree. Come share the joy.

HUNGER COMMITTEE

With your support of $800 to the Craft/Bake Faire in October and your items of food each month
along with your donations to the Harvest Table each week the Hunger Committee will be able to
provide 70 family at the Dyer Kelly School with the following items for their food bags:

- Green Beans Top Ramen
» Corn Fruit Cocktail
: Rice Soup
| f Milk Peanut Butter
", ‘ Chicken Jelly
| ] ‘ (\ Applesauce Trader Joe’s donated Mac & Cheese

Safeway gave a discount on cereal
Thank you for your many donations to this Mission Project.

The food bags will be put together on Saturday December 13 in the church social hall anyone
interested in helping contact Opal Collins .

“Together We Feed”



ADULT EDUCATION

Wednesday Recharge!

(Previously N.O.W.):

PASTOR BIBLE STUDY, EVERY WEDNESDAY!

1 030AM— This month we will finish up the study “The Greatest Truths of

All Time: How to Handle Life’s Interruptions”.

Bring a sack lunch & stay for fellowship afterwards!

 TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY |

9:30AM every Tuesday in the home of Millie Payne. \
J Join us for a morning treat & Bible Study ’

\ (We pick a book of the Bible & study it all the way through)

i Call Mary Holden if you would like to attend.



WORKING WOMENS BIBLE STUDY

(A.K.A. Not Yo Mama’s Bible Study)

Friday, November 21st at 6:30PM

6:30pm Wine, Sparkling Apple Cider & Hors d’oeuvres
7pm Bible Study & Prayer
8p Dessert

“Daring Women of the Bible”

Join us to learn about women in the Bible who dared to trust,
believe, and step out in faith. This fresh look at these women
will help you discover new insights into God’s character,
persevere through difficult times, and find joy in the hope that
Jesus provides. The lesson for November will be “Proverbs 31
Woman: How Not to Do It All” by Karen Ehman.



POINSETTIAS

The Worship Committee will be decorating our Sanctuary for Advent.

If you would like to donate a Poinsettia in the name of a loved one, please fill out
the enclosed form and return it to the offertory plate or to the Church Office no later
than Wednesday, December 26th

| HAVE ENCLOSED $12
Cash or check made out to Northminster Presbyterian Church

Please memo on the check for Poinsettia.

NAME OF DONOR

IN HONOR/REMEMBRANCE OF

(Please circle one)



FINANCIALS

Financial Results January -September 2025
Giving: Jan - March April - June July-Sept YTD
General gifts 57,898 66,142 50,732 174,772
Miscellaneous Receipts 6,693 6,771 3,777 17,241
Total Giving 64,591 72,913 54,509 192,013
Expenses:
Expenses 76,960 77,552 74,918 229,430
Net Surplus:
(loss) Surplus (12,369) (4,639) (20,409) (37,417)
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Henry Stewart Nov. 24
Dick Davis Nov. 26

DebbieSmith Nov. 27 ~
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SATURDAY, NOV. 29TH, 10AM




