
SEPTEMBER 2026

WATERLOO FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 #PAGE

The deadline for the next issue of the Herald is Tuesday, August 11th Information can be 
mailed to the church, or emailed to media@waterloofirst.org. Please clearly mark the item 
for the Herald or the bulletin. 

614 Randolph
Waterloo, IA 50702

Phone (319) 235-7088
Fax (319) 235-7171

www.waterloofirst.org

Rev. Dr. Hojin Shin
           Pastor
 pastor@waterloofirst.org

Kristy Klinger
Administrative Assistant

 office@waterloofirst.org

Emily Forssberg
Director of Music

 music@waterloofirst.org

Sally Thurman
 Media Specialist
 media@waterloofirst.org

Kris Stewart
 Financial Assistant
 admin@waterloofirst.org

Dr. John Roberts, Ed. D.
Pianist

Worship Time:
             Sunday - 9:30 a.m.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
(or by appointment)

September 2026

THE HERALD

180 Years of Grace: A Homecoming to Remember

In 1846, the Mullan, Virden, and Hanna families began 
holding services in the Mullan cabin near downtown 
Waterloo on the Cedar River. These gatherings were led by 
Asbury Collins, a circuit rider from the Cedar Rapids area. 
That fall, five of these worshipers came together to form 
the first society, and the little congregation—served by a 
succession of circuit riders—came to be known in this area 
as "The Big Woods Mission."

After some years of meeting in cabins and two separate halls in Waterloo, the 
congregation built its first actual church building in 1862. As the church 
continued to grow, a second, larger building was constructed in 1890. That 
building served the congregation well until 1910, when the current sanctuary—
the one we worship in today—was finally built.

On the very day this building was to be consecrated, a fire broke out inside the 
sanctuary when oily rags used to clean the organ self-combusted. The 
Congregational church across the street graciously offered their building for our 
use while repairs were made, and the consecration finally took place about a year 
later.

Through every season—joyful and difficult alike—God has remained faithful, 
guiding and sustaining our church for 180 years.

This September, we will gather to celebrate our 180th anniversary with a 
homecoming celebration in honor of this remarkable grace. The whole 
congregation will come together for a group photo, and we'll hear words of 
blessing from our Bishop and District Superintendent, along 
with congratulations from the Mayor of Waterloo and former pastors of our 
church. Many who once called this church home will return for the occasion, and 
together we will remember the years behind us while looking forward, in 
celebration and thanksgiving, to the 180 years yet to come.
The small flame of faith that was first lit in a cabin in 1846 has carried all the way 
to this day—by God's grace alone, and through the faithfulness of the many 
believers who came before us. This September, on this meaningful day, may we 
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Week 07/05/26 07/12/26 07/19/26 07/26/26
Attendance* 70 63 44 56

Pledge** $3,265 $2,557 $5,205 $2,458
Capital $183 $50 $100 $20

Miscellaneous $694 $1,269 $682 $1,310

July Attendance and Offering

*Attendance for these Sundays is taken from Facebook, www.waterloofirst.org, 
and in-person worship.
**Stock Donations – If you are donating stock to the church, please contact 
Kris at admin@waterloofirst.org or call the office to speak with her.She will 
make certain this donation is credited correctly to your account.

September Ushers

Joe Pryor,                     
Larry Bjortomt,            
Debbie Foulk,                  

Jeff Foulk

gather together to look back on these 180 years and to offer a service of thanksgiving, trusting God for the new 
history still to be written.

Let us celebrate together. Let us give thanks together.

Pastor Hojin
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United Women in Faith- September 

Bible Verse: Hebrews 11:6 (KJV) 

“But without faith it is impossible to please 
him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him.” 

Thursday, September 10
Sarah Circle: 6:30 pm

Dinner Out– TBD

United Methodist Men
The United Methodist Men will Meet on 
Saturday, September 19th at 8 am
Join the men at HyVee on Ansborough Ave. 
for food and fellowship

Fellowship & Coffee Time at Friendship 
Village with Pastor Hojin 
Thursday, September 24th at 10:00 am

Sunday School Classes
10:45 am

Sunday School will return on September 13th

Searchers- Fireside Room

Genesis- Dinette

Children- Lynn Kloberdanz & Susie Karns

 Room 108

Youth- Melissa Warren   Room 111 

Amplify Media
Use Amplify to plan your devotionals and 
Small Group lessons:
Use the code BXWDJR to sign up and start 
exploring Amplify Media for your personal 
bible study and or small group study. Contact 
Sally at media@waterloofirst.org if you need 
help.

Volunteer at the NE Iowa Food Bank
Tuesday, August 25th  at 2:00 pm
Contact Donna Brown if you're interested in 
serving

Fellowship Servers
Thank you for signing up to serve fellowship!
September 6- Sue Carver & the Cravens
September 13– Birthday/ Anniversary/ 
Sarah Circle & the Genesis Class  
September 20- 180th Celebration
September 27–  Youth
Sign up for 2026 Sundays today! If no one 
signs up, there might not be any coffee.

Pew Cleaners- Thank you, Kathy 
Breckunitch & Kathy McFarland for signing 
up to clean the pews in September!  Sign up 
for your month on the bulletin board in 
VonLackum lounge

Scrip Cards for Every Day Life!
Use Scrip cards everyday….at the gas 
station, the grocery store, when you buy 
coffee, or go out to eat!  A percentage of 
each card comes back to the United Women 
of Faith and we use that money for the 
church.
Ask Kris Stewart during fellowship what’s in 
stock and how to order the cards you want.  
Add $1 to each card for shipping expenses.

GIVING
Leave your checkbook and cash at home. 
 You can now give through our web site on a 
secure page.  Use this for special offerings 
or your regular pledge.  
Use the QR code to connect.  
You can be certain that the link is secure 
and your information is confidential.

CHOIR REHEARSALS HAVE BEGUN! 
Rehearsals for the Chancel and Golden Bell 
Choirs began on Wednesday, August 26!  
It’s not too late to join!
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It’s Good to Go Back

 John Wm. Roberts, ED.D.

180 years as a vital member of the religious community of The Cedar 

Valley, Waterloo First United Methodist Church can rightly celebrate such 

an anniversary. One of the more appropriate divisions of Psalm to be re-

emphasized at this time is Psalm 1:3 KJV…”And he shall be like a tree 

planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his 

leaf also shall not wither and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” This is 

a most appropriate time to reflect on the planting of the seed of the tree of 

Waterloo First United Methodist and the branches grown, leaves produced, fruit harvested, eaten, 

and seed replanted for the spiritual/local and worldwide community.

How has this come to pass? There is a song entitled “Without God, I Could Nothing,” words & music 

by Beatrice Brown, arr. by Kenneth Morris. “Without God I[we] could do nothing, without Him I[we] 

would fail; without Him my life [our lives] would be rugged, Like a ship without a sail.” Since the 

founding congregation and successive congregants, pastors, missionaries, musicians have allowed 

God to be the cornerstone for all the work of this congregation…Marvelous Things have been done 

for this…Waterloo First United Methodist can loudly and proudly proclaim…PRAISE THE LORD!!!

Even with my short tenure at Waterloo First, I’ve amazed at the wondrous things which are continued 

to provide care, guidance, instruction and education, not only for the congregation but for the spiritual 

and local/statewide/world community: The Food Nook, involvement with Habitat for Humanity, joint 

sponsorship with The Waterloo Community School System, the Community of Church Row, musical 

collaboration with First Baptist Church and First Congregational Church of Christ, worship 

collaboration with different religious congregations is just a small list of the marvelous things God has 

done through His marvelous people at Waterloo First United Methodist Church.

Using the foundation laid 180 years ago and continuing to stand on the firm foundation of this church/

congregation will allow God to continue to do His Marvelous Things through His Marvelous People!
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7- Jessica Crouch

9- Hojin Shin

10- Grant Durbahn

 Michelle Tucker

 Gloria Walker

13- Janet Condon

15- Debbie Shoopman

17- Steven Locke

19- Kent Opheim

 Juliette Crouch

22- Stacy Harmon

23- Mike Opheim

 Eric Locke

24- Mia Forssberg

 Audrey VanKamen

25- Esther Shin

28- Larry Hickman

29- Rick Gordon

30- Amelia VanKamen 

 Kylie Karns

10- David Wu & Ruth Yan 39
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