
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

57 West Main, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581 
 

September 6, 2026 
 

 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

To our worshipping community, especially to parents:  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel 
you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift 
to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we 

give smiles of encouragement to parents! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor – Rev.Betsy.Dorsi@uccwestboro.org 
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – joseph.stillitano@uccwestboro.org 

Linda Borglund, Director of Christian Ed – Linda.Borglund@uccwestboro.org 
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org 

 Ariana Dello Stritto, Communications Coordinator - Ariana.DelloStritto@uccwestboro.org  
 

Office hours: Tuesday – Friday 9am – 1pm  
Monday - Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email - info@uccwestboro.org  Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

 

mailto:joseph.stillitano@uccwestboro.org
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

         Sept. 6, 2026                                    Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

  INVITING THE WORD 
 

WELCOME  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST   
 

*OPENING HYMN #53 “Morning Has Broken” BUNESSAN 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP       Janet Rivard 
  One: We gather as a community centered around Jesus.  
  Many: We gather mindful of our failed attempts to love one another. 
  One: We gather in gratitude for Jesus’ gift of mercy.  
  All: We gather to worship and praise the Prince of Peace. 
 

*GATHERING PRAYER (unison)  Janet Rivard 
 Jesus, our Redeemer, You accept us just as we are.  You know we try hard to live by Your 
example of love.  You understand temptation and human self-preservation.  Help us 
listen to Your Word and teach our hearts to more easily love one another.  We ask this in 
Your holy name and continue to pray using the words You taught us… 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION 
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) Janet Rivard 
 Jesus we know You want us to love one-another.  It sounds so easy when we sing hymns 
about it or hear the Gospel stories of You helping, caring for and always loving people. 
We admit that we find it so easy to not do the loving thing.  We can feed the hungry and 
then swear at the slow driver in front of us as we drive home.   Forgive us for our many 
breaches of Your law of love.  Help us focus on our many daily interactions with others. 
Help us see all people as Your precious children and treat them as we would like to be 
treated.  Amen.  

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
   

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

SCRIPTURES Romans 13:8-14   MT 18:15-20 (pew Bible page 923 & 799) 
 

SERMON “It’s All Relational” Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

*HYMN #195 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” HAMBURG 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

BEING THE CHURCH 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
  

 Invitation   Janet Rivard 
 

 At this time, let us all reflect on how much God has given us and on what we have 
chosen to give God back for God’s ministry.    The morning offering will now be received. 

  

 Offertory  
    

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 
 

*DOXOLOGY   
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Janet Rivard 
Jesus, please accept our gifts of time, treasure, labor and love.  With Your blessing, may 
they be used to further build Your Kin-dom on earth.  Amen. 
  

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(Communion at our church is open to all. All bread is gluten free) 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside cover of your hymn book)  Janet Rivard 
 

INVITATION 
 

PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  (Unison)  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 We thank You, God, for inviting us to this table where we have known the presence of 
Christ and received His gifts.  Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and 
let us show forth Your praise in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #344 “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” (all vs.) ASSAM 
   

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

*SUNG BENEDICTION “Go Ye Now in Peace” Composed by Joyce Elaine Eilers 

  JoySpring Songbook #25 
 

*POSTLUDE 
 

Thank you to Jim Duncan for playing the keyboard this morning. 
Ron and Melinda MacKendrick are Deacons of the day. 
Janet Rivard serves as liturgist today. 

 

 

Prayers 
 

Continued Prayers: Trevor Lovely; Jen Hossack; Pat Muldoon; Marie Murphy’s son – Craig 
Jernberg; Pete; Sue Menzel; Bev & Doug Hall’s son Jeremy; Jackie Smith; Adam Beckloff, Linda 
Birch’s nephew; Carolyn Bent; Diane Travers; Judy Ellis’s daughter, Syreeta Peddlesden; Betty 
Simino; Betty Gray’s niece Heather; Cathie Achorn’s sister-in-law, Lorie Mumby. 
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BIBLE STUDY 

Starting this month of September, we will gather in day and evening groups to discuss 

God’s Word. We will start with a Bible Study of the Book of The Acts of the Apostles. This 

study will look closely at the text of the Bible for understanding.  Members will also share 

their own insights during the discussion section of the meeting. We have chosen to start 

with the Book of the Acts of The Apostles because it records life among some of the 

earliest Christians. Sign up in Fellowship Hall during Coffee Hour. 

 

SAVE the DATE! 

Sunday, September 13th is Welcome Here Sunday!  We will celebrate the beginning of a 

new Church Program year and hold registration for Faith Formation.  Worship will be 

followed by a picnic.  It’s a great way to transition back to church after a relaxing Summer. 

 

MISSION AT WORK 

Unitarian Universalist update - since putting out a request for donations to help our 

neighbors at the UU Church with repair costs we have collected over $3,000.00.  The 

Missions Team will use funds from our miscellaneous account to bring the total to 

$4,000.00. and a check will be given to the UU Church.  Thank you to everyone for your 

generosity.  We are a community that cares for one another. The Mission Team 

 

FALL YARD SALE - Save the Date!   

The Fall yard sale will be September 18th (9-1) and 19th (8-2).  Start cleaning out and 

downsizing!  Since we have more space for this sale we are accepting small furniture, 

lamps, seasonal items and holiday items.  Items cannot be accepted until Sunday, 

September 13, 2026.  Please don’t drop off items inside church before then as we don’t 

have any storage space and DO NOT drop off items outside church.  Items need to be clean 

and in a resaleable condition please.  Thank you! Proceeds go to the kitchen renovation 

fund. 
 

THANK YOU 

Thank you for the many donations of grocery bags for the yard sale. At this time we have 

an amble supply! Diane Lindberg 
 

RICOH COPIER 

Temporarily, the network access to the Ricoh copier in the closet off the back hallway has 

been changed.  It is now on the church office network, rather than the Welcome Wireless 

(“Guest”) network.  The Ricoh will continue to be available for making copies from physical 
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documents as well as local USB drives, but printing to it wirelessly from phones and 

tablets via the Welcome Wireless network will be disabled until the new copier for the 

office arrives later this month.  Contact Tom Morgan with questions on this. 

 

MISSIONS 
 

Westboro Food Pantry - For the month of September, the Westborough Food Pantry needs 

the following: Ramen noodles, cake mixes and frosting, Brownie mixes, and chowders (any 

type).  In addition, they can use pasta, tomato sauce (8 oz. size), mac and cheese, dry beans 

(any type).  Please no expired food or dented cans. The Westborough Food Pantry has 

thanked us for our continued support in helping to feed local families in need. Please 

continue to consider donating additional (non-perishable) food of all sorts to the white 

box. Thank you. The Mission Team 
 

Dismas House – Do you like to cook for people who really appreciate your efforts?  If so, 

please consider making a meal for the men at Dismas House.  The men are working 

towards re-assimilating back into a normal life with friends and family after time in prison.  

They really love home cooked meals.  If you can cook a meal but can't deliver it, we can 

probably arrange to bring the meal.  If you are a first-timer, one of our team can go with 

you.  You can stay for dinner with the men or simply deliver the meal.  Nothing fancy, just 

a tasty meal.  If you can help, please contact Pam Faustine at 978-505-7031 or 

pfaustine@princeton-ma.us 

 
NOTES FROM THE BELL LOFT 

Over the years, we have gone from a choir of 12 to a choir of 7, which includes Joe when 

we need him. Anyone interested in joining us is invited to come to a rehearsal. Learn to 

play a new instrument!!   We will start rehearsing on Tuesday 9/1 from 7-8 pm and will 

ring on Sunday, 9/27. I have chosen a lovely arrangement of an old hymn “Balm in Gilead” 

for 6 ringers, 12 bells.   Sue Menzel 
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SEPT 6TH – SEPT 13TH  
 

Sept 6  Communion Sunday  
10:00AM Worship Service  

 

Sept 7  Labor Day – Office Closed 
 

Sept 8  Tuesday  
10:30 AM  Whitney Place Service 
7-8 PM  Bell Rehearsal 
 

Sept 9  Wednesday  
9 AM    Weavers Guild 
9:30 AM  Called to Care 
3:30 – 4:30 PM Journey Home Singers 
6:30-8 PM  Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sept 10  Thursday 
 

Sept 11  Friday  
 

Sept 12  Saturday  
  

Sept 13  Welcome Here Sunday  
10:00 AM  Worship Service  

   CHURCH PICNIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


