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FEAR

You are six weeks into what has been one of the most
unexpected curveballs in most of our lives: the chaos of
a global pandemic that quickly arrived in our backyard.
We went from a gradual adaptation of how we worship
together to awhirlwind of mitigation efforts and painful
sacrifices that we needed to take in order to protect
one another and our neighbors. Frankly, my head is
spinning. As one who feels most secure when I have a
plan in front of me, the lack of our ability to anticipate
when we will be able to safely begin to gather together
in person as a faith community, or to know what our
new normal will look like, is deeply unnerving. With
some of the regular rhythms of our life uprooted, it
feels like we are floating around, uncertain of what
comes next. We are living at best week to week, if not
day to day. On top of that, there are multiple layers
of trauma and stress that are complicating an already
complicated moment: your jobs have been furloughed
or ended, school years and the joy of gathering with
classmates has abruptly ended, medical treatments
you have been waiting for have been postponed or
now carry a fear of added illness, families are separated
and unable to gather in person, people are divided yet
again by politics, and the sting of death has entered
our community and our families as those we love have
died from this horrific virus. What an odd picture to
face in the season of Easter.

Many things will remain uncertain in the weeks,
months, and years ahead, and we will need torely onone
another more than ever as we look for ways to support
everyone in our community, friend and stranger alike.
But the one certainty in all of this mess and chaos, is
that we are not alone. In the very beginning, when the
earth was a chaotic void and darkness covered the face
of the deep...a wind from God swept over the waters.
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Order came into being: day and night, land and
seas, plants, animals, and humanity. When Job faced
unimaginable suffering and was abandoned by his
friends as his life was turned into a chaotic mess...God
spoke in the middle of a whirlwind. A holy presence
in the eye of the storm. And when humanity needed
to be saved from itself, God became human, entered
into the chaos and sludge of our broken world and was
crucified, died, and was buried. A promise that Sin and
Death would not have the ultimate control over us.

As Lutherans, we set our feet firmly in a theology of
the cross: a belief that God is most certainly with us not
only in the joyous good times, but in the horrible hell
that we experience as individuals and as a community.
The one who suffered on the cross out of unconditional
love for you and me is not put off by the chaos and
changes that are happening around us. Jesus Christ
has shown us that he will do whatever it takes, go
wherever he needs to go — even to Hell and back— to
speak order and life into the chaos that threatens to
drown us. And not only that, but in his power Jesus
Christ pushes back the walls that crash in on us and
calms the raging sea within us and defeats the power
of Sin, Death, and the Devil, bringing life, hope, and
resurrection out of the chaos.

Lifeis uncertain, my friends. And we don’t completely
know what any of this will look like going forward.
But one thing we do know, is that God, the Father, the
Son, the Holy Spirit, is with us now and promises to
bring us into a future. That is the hope of our ancestors,
the hope of the cross, and the hope that we will bring
into the future.

Your fellow servant of Christ,
+ Pastor Courtney
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COURCHE

Happy May to all,

COUNCIL
NeW?

I hope this finds everyone in good health and
spirits. I just want to take a brief moment to let you
know that council is still focused on our ministry to
the community. Our goal is to continue to support
everyone as best as possible through these unchartered
waters. We are talking about when and how we get
back together. Our goal is to be able to meet everyone’s
spiritual needs in the safest environment possible.

Again, thank you to everyone for your flexibility as
worship looks much different than it used to be. In
addition, there are still opportunities to help with
different programs, specifically the food pan’crll%.l If
anyone needs additional support please call the office
We are here for you.

God'’s Blessings to all,
Joe Turek
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125TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION STILL ON HOLD

Our Year of the 125th Anniversary activities has been
halted for now. We wish we could have continued our
celebrations for the year, but as Grace Church reopens
we will continue to
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display our history.
Our Grace family has
weathered much over
125 years, and our
current time is yet
one more we will get
through together.

COVID-19 UPDATE

Out of love for our community and an abundance of
care, we continue to remain closed as we seek to do our
part to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. This matches
up with Governor Wolf's stay-at-home orders and CDC
guidelines. Please also note that this closure includes
our office; however, our amazing staff will continue to
monitor phone calls and respond as soon as possible.
You can see updates regarding our efforts to keep you
heal:cihy in bocry and spirit at www.gracelutheran.com/
covid19.

We are deeply saddened to not be meeting in person
for worship, study, and fellowship, but are thankful
for the opportunities to meet digitally through the
blessing of technology. We have increased our digital
content on Instagram and Facebook in order to connect
and supﬁort you during this time, as well as offer times
of worship, prayer, study, and fellowship through
meetings of our church family that you can reach via
online video or by phoning in. You can also access
resources for engaging your faith at home and updates
on our schedule of online and phone-in events at www.
gracelutheran.com/category/graceathome and posted
on our calendar. Information on how to connect for
worship is below:

We are excited that during this time when we are
increasing our physical distancing, we are able to be
brought even closer with our brothers and sisters in
Christ not only from Grace Lutheran but around
the country! Our online/phone worshiq( and other
events are Kosted by Pastor Courtney Erzkus at Grace
Lutheran (Red Lion, PA), Pastor Ben Erzkus at Zion
Lutheran (East Petersburg, PA), and Pastor Chuck
Erzkus at Ascension Lutheran (Ocala, FL).

CONTACTS DURING COVID

Here are the ways you can reach out and ask questions
during the quarantine:

The Rev. Courtney A. Erzkus, pastor. Email:
PastorCourtneyErzkus @ gmail.com. Cell Phone: 717-
862-8180 (for non-emergencies: Sunday-Thursday,
9:00 am to 5:00 pm). Emergency Phone: 717-881-4621
(any day and time, day or night). Please note: you can
also leave a message on my church phone extension,
but please know that I will only check my voicemail
once a day, Sunday-Thursday. For that reason it is not
listed in this letter as the above methods are preferred.

Mr. Joe Turek, Council President, Email: jmtrhino @
comcast.net. Phone: 443-243-6295

“Terri” Cartwright, Secretary, Office Phone: 717-244-
5987

*Please note that the phone will not be answered but
you can leave a message; voicemails will be checked
daily and responded to as soon as possible.

i There were ne Pasteral Acts this month.
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STRANGERS IN KENYA:

Publisher’s note: The Murphys were a missionary
family we sponsored for many years. Ryan was born
into our Grace Lutheran family.

Those words seem to be said a lot these days. The
irony is, in our years as missionaries, we rarely got to
see the hundreds of you who were part of our support
team. But, that was part of the routine, wasn't it? We
were there working...you were here supporting us.
And even though we couldn't see each otﬁer and we
only occasionally communicated, we knew the other
was there. Yet still, it feels different now that we aren't
"missionaries" any more.

That's certainly something we miss in our new
life. The certain yet distant, the real yet separate,
relationshi& we had with our support team. And
strangely, the pandemic has brought that feeling to the
surface in new yet familiar ways.

So, this email is just a hello. We do miss you. And are
s0, so grateful for our years of partnership with you.

Quick Update

*Heather is continuing her high school teaching
position by teaching remotely her 108 ninth grade
students. With such a vivacious personality, she

intensely misses the face-to-face interaction with kids.
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When God thought of Mother,
He must have laughed
With satisfaction, and

_80%1;:11, so deep, so divine,

- So full of soul, power, and beauty,
Was the conception

-Henry Ward Beecher

Children are the anchors that hold a mother
-Sophocles
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Mother is the name for God
‘and hearts

Our kids are doing distance learning as well, having
video conferences with teachers and submitting
assignments online. They were sad to have their sports
and musical seasons cancelled. I have been encouraged
not to go to the church office whenever possible, so 1
work from whatever quiet corner of the apartment I
can find. We are live streaming our services at jamul.
org, and I enjoy the challenge and creativity of serving
God's people through these uncertain times.

* A huge prayer request we'd like to share is for our
house search. We've been blessed with inexpensive
missionary housing through June 30, but that time is
rapidly coming to a close. The hunt has been intense the

ast two months but--so far--unfruitful. The market is

arbaric out here, and the pandemic has made it worse,
as the surplus of available houses has now dropped in
an already sparse region of the state. Please pray for
peace ancF wisdom as we wait for God's to show us His
awesome plans.

If you'd like to read more on how the year of transition
has impacted us lately, go to https://strangersinkenya.
blogspot.com/2020/04/transitions-finish-line.html to
read my latest blog entry. It's felt a little bit like a race
where the finish line keeps moving. :)

Many blessings to Kou!
Ryan for the Murphy 5
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How the Virus Changes
the Food Pantry

We would like to bring
you an up-date on the
food pantry at Grace
Lutheran, filling you in

‘ on the past and the future.
We had our Easter distribution on March 23, but it
didn’t look like the usual activities. First of all, the
church was closed and everything was done outside
under the portico. There was no sanctuary set-up so
clients were not able to “shop”

Food Pantry
g Ministry

* for the much-needed
articles that they normally find at Grace. Clients were
directed to remain in their cars until signaled to walk
to the registration area under the portico. Having been
given permission b{ the state, our church volunteers
were able to complete the paper work required for
record keeping. Once registered, clients returned to
their vehicles and waited for direction to move to the
portico where the normal boxes were emptied into
the cars. This made sure that no boxes would leave
the church and then have to be returned. All went
smoothly as the clients were anxious to get their food
and therefore, very grateful for our effort to feed them.

Unfortunately, we are anticipating that the June
distribution will be conducted the same way. That
means that we are not acceptintgu donations for the
sanctuary yard-sale but are thankful for any monetar
donation you can give. It is our hope that we will
be able to once again give the health care boxes and
more perishables in June. Your donation will help
tremendously since they are the articles that the
Pennsylvania Food Bank and York County Food Bank
do not provide and we have to pay for them ourselves.

We are still considering how to manage box packin
which was scheduled for May 9 and 16 since socia
distancing will probably still be in effect. If you have
helEed with the Saturday morning activity previously,
Jack will be contacting you with a plan to keep you safe
but still accomplish the packing. Workers should be
grepared to wear masks and gloves but final guidelines

rom the governor will determine our behaviors. We
have been very fortunate that there has not be an over-
whelming demand for food but there are usually at
least two to five calls every week for emergency food.
It might be that we will not feel a big rush since there
are so many other places that food is being given to
anyone without following the financial guidelines.
However, we feel confident that we can continue to
fulfill the demand. Thanks to all of you who have
added extra money to the food pantry account. We do
need your prayers as well so that we all stay well and
safe until things settle into a routine.

Food Pantry Procedure During COVID

Because of the continued threat of coronavirus 19, we
are going to try to alter our box packing to make sure
the work gets done but our workers stay safe. We have
two scheduled dates on May 9 and 16 but would be
willing to schedule other times if families could come
to help thus reducing everyone’s possible exposure.
Our goal is to have no more than ten people in the food
room at one time and having everyone wear gloves
and masks. Unless things change drastically, our June
food distribution will be held outdoors again with no
“yard sale” ministry in the sanctuary. However, we
will still need helpers for that activity which will be
held on June 8th. If you are interested in helping to
pack boxes, please caﬁ] Jack at 717-818-0425 to discuss
the procedures and opportunities. We will be asking
for distribution volunteers at the beginning of June so
mark your calendar now. Of course, all of this rests
on the removal of the stay-al-home order placed by
Governor Wolf in time for the distribution to occur.

[ HOWTO SUBMIT TO |
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If youwould like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is erther a .doc
or .Edf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in ever
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
| or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl

submission or article, we welcome that as well.




LUTHERAN
CAMPING

These are the events currently
listed for May at our local
Lutheran Camps. They are listed
on the website as still happening,
although it is uncertain. Please
call the Camping Corporation
office at 717-677-8211 for more information before you
make plans to attend. As of this printing, Summer
Camps are still being organized.

May 8-9 - Men’s retreat at Kirchenwald. Need a
weekend with the guys? Come on out to Kirchenwald
for a retreat that’s sure to put hair on your chest. Get
your hands dirty with on-site service projects, break
a sweat with some athletic competition, test your
mind through a team engineering challenge, and
join in fellowship and Bible study in a faith-based
environment. The retreat runs from 7pm on Friday
until 4pm on Saturday. Participants must be at least 18
years old, or 15 if accompanied by an adult. All men
are welcome. (It's a great way to spend time with your
grandson/nephew, etc!). $85.

May 15 - Lutheran Camping Night at Harrisburg
Senators at FNB Park. The Lutheran Campin
Corporation and the Harrisburg Senators Baseba
Team invite your church family to a night of fun and
fellowship at FNB Field for our annual Lutheran
Camping Night! More details coming soon. Free.

May 16, 8:30 am. - 12:30 p.m. The Wittel Farm

rowing project planting day. At the Wittel farm.
%olunteers needeﬁ to help prepare for the Wittel farm
growing project by planting the garden. The growing
Froject is dedicated to growing fresh vegetables to help
eed hungry people in Lancaster county. Free.

May 17, 3:30 — 6:00 p.m. Summer Camp Kick-Off

Worship & Picnicat Nawakwa. Join friends, volunteers,
and staff of The Lutheran Camping Corporation
(Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, and The V\%ittel Farm) to
celebrate the opening of the 2020 Summer Camping
Season with worship, fellowship, and fabulous food.

GRACE
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RECIPES FOR EASTER

Here is one of Pastor Courtney’s recipes from Holy
week. Enjoy!
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GCOOD FRIDAY

o= Eigi_iw-dered sugar
b;qtora'nge juice
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Fa Plain lcing:
1 cup powdered sugar

3 tbsp milk
splash of vanilla extract
=R

tsp of sugar
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ocugh.
qual pieces and shape each

ver rolls with plastic wrap and a warm, damp
kitchen towel; let rise until puffy (1 hr)
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., BOOKCLUB

$40CH

We are still waiting to
dISCLlSS our book from
pre~COVID Where
the Crawdads Sing by
Delia Owens. We have

S i Pt b Skl Bt

optimistically placed a time to
meet during our usual time on
the third Thursday of the month
at 6:30 p.m. Hopefully we will be
able to meet. It anyone has read %
this excellent book and wants to §
join us, you are welcome. COVID

stops us from meeting, but gives = :
us more time to read! EDELIA OWENSS

fo 2% = 1% 20

~ Each month, The Beacon reports who is
~sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
. We want to honor those we love, because

they are in our hearts, even if we are not
having services with flowers until at least
Easter.

May’s flowers:

03-In memory of parents Martin &
Lena Ericson, George Heckel, & Annette
(Heckel)Milier by Leif & Peggy Ericson :
/ 10-Mother's Day In memory of Mr. &
v { - Mrs. H. Norman Fishel by their children - ‘“)1

. & grandchildren

4. 17-In memory of Jacob & Mary
= Valentine & David Thompson by Regina
Thompson

o, 24 In memory of Primrose by George | ° , :
M McCallum i 8
{

31-In memory of all the service men &

- women who have fallen defending our
! country

~ June’s flowers:

07 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by
. the Jacobs family
07 - In memory of “Dawn, we think
about you and miss you every day. You
will always be in our hearts. Wanda and
Diana.”
14 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by
'/ the family. Al
21 - In memory of my parents Sallie - %
and Ammon Kinard by Erma Grim. :

28 - The altar flowers are presented to
- the glory of God.
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Wely Celebrations

02- Kayde Dellinger-Herman
02- David Dennis
02- Joe Jacobs

05- Jo Ann Barefoot
05- Ethen Shaffer

07- Sara Shaffer

08- Jared Bucher

09- Eric Grim

12- Carl Bowles

16- Doris Golden

16- Connie Little

17- Veronica Carter
17- Judy Dellinger
17- Ryan McCleary
19- Lin Rotz

19- Glenn Walker
20- Robert Fishel

20- Diane Thompson
22- Alisha Mundis
23- Hayden Yendall
24- Linda Ricci

26- Timothy Rudolf
26- Zachariah Turner

5 V)
Weafafi@ Anniversaries ool

03- Carol & Paul Vigna
06- Robert & Hazel Hammers
10- James & Sharon Bucher
11- Jeffrey & Holly Barker

18- Maigan & Tyler Hoover
18- Kevin & Kendra Shaffer
22- Andrea & Mark Stanley
24- Robert & Wendy Miller
29- Keith & Nancy McCleary
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