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Welcome to our church family
We are so glad you are here to
worship with us! Today is the
second Sunday of Advent.

“As we prepare our hearts for Christmas, let
us recommit ourselves to the work of peace.
Let us be people who, like the child in
Isaiah’s vision, lead with hope, humility, and
love. May we embody the peace of Christ in
a world longing for reconciliation, and may
our lives reflect the promise of Emmanuel—
God with us.”

https://network.crcna /topic/spirit f tion/faith-practices/advent-
week-2-peace-troubled-world

*Nursery is available for newborns - 3 years of
age in the FLC for the morning service
*Children’s Worship is offered during the 9:30 am
service for ages 3-3rd grade. Children sit with
their parents until they are dismissed and may be
picked up in the FLC.

Today at BCRC

9:00 AM
Prayer Group, FLC Rm 4
Library Hours

9:30 AM
Morning Worship
Nursery/Children’s Worship

11:00 AM

Adult Catechism: FLC 3/5

Sermon Discussion Class: FLC 11
Women's Study of Daniel: Youth Room

5:00 PM
Evening Worship

6:15PM
Young Adult Bible Study



Announcements

SPECIAL COLLECTION: This morning, in addition to the morning general fund
collection, the deacons will be collecting for Samaritan’s Purse Disaster Relief
in Jamaica. Please write checks to BCRC with Samaritan’s Purse on the
memo line or designate as such on the outside of a giving envelope.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We are seeking volunteers for the various ministries of
our church. Sign up sheets are in the narthex. The leaders of those ministries
will be given the names of volunteers to contact about the ministry and the
ways they can serve. Please consider where God may be calling you to use
your gifts and abilities.

PRAYER PARTNER MINISTRY: We are launching a new Prayer Partner Ministry to
deepen prayer and strengthen relationships across our congregation.
Everyone who signs up will be paired with someone to pray for, encourage,
and connect with throughout the year. Please sign up in the FLC today as
we grow together in prayer.

HEAR YE! HEAR YE! Caesar Augustus has declared a census, and all are
invited to be counted in Bethlehem on Wednesday, December 17! The city
gates open at 5:30 PM with hands-on marketplace crafts and activities for
ages 3-103. Enjoy appetizers, dinner, caroling, and a time of reflection as
you experience the night that changed the world. Check your invitation or
visit our website for full details. Be sure to register (online or in the FLC) —and
invite your friends, family, and neighbors!

MEMORIAL SERVICE: A memorial service for Shirley Tillema Dornan, daughter
of Grace Tillema, will be held in the sanctuary on Friday, December 12 at
11:00 a.m

THANK YOU: On behalf of Outreach, we would like to thank you for your
generous donation of 500 Ibs of food that was taken to the Azinger
Compassion Center. This food will go out into the community for many
families in need.

Proverbs 22:9 “The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their
food with the poor.”

PM Worship Notes M

Imminent Anxiety & the Preeminent Christ
Colossians 1:15-23

Trouble in the Text

e Colossian believers lived in fear of gods, spirits, curses, and cosmic
forces.

e They tried to diversify their trust—treating Christ as one helpful power
among many.

¢ False teaching pushed them toward legalism, self-denial, and
angelic mediation.

e They didn't deny Christ; they diluted Him.

Trouble in the World
¢ We live in a world of material and emotional anxiety: security,
success, identity, meaning.
e We also diversify our trust—placing hope in income, careers,
possessions, politics, or self-improvement.
e Christ becomes one option among many instead of our sufficient
Lord.

Grace in the Text
e Paul lifts their eyes to the cosmic Christ:
o Image of the invisible God
o Creator, ruler, sustainer of all things
¢ This Christ reconciled us through His body and death to present us
holy, blameless, above reproach.
¢ The call to “continue in the faith” is not a threat—perseverance is the
fruit of reconciliation, not the cause.

Grace in the World
¢ The same Christ who holds the cosmos together holds you together.
e You don't need to appease God or secure yourself through worldly
guarantees.
¢ |n Christ you are reconciled, sustained, and safe.
e Therefore do not dilute Christ—He is enough.
e Because He is enough, you can rest, trust, and persevere in peace.



“ PM Worship Service
Prelude

Welcome/Call to Worship

*Gathering Hymn  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus PsH 329 v 1-4
*God's Greeting Pastor Dylan Kern
*Hymn of Adoration Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers PsH 333 v 1-3
Confession of Our Faith
Prayer Hymn Hear Our Prayer, O Lord

Pastoral Prayer

Presentation of

Our Offerings O Lord, How Shall | Meet You PsH 331 v 1-3

*Scripture Reading Colossians 1:15-23
Prayer for lllumination

Sermon Imminent Anxiety & the Preeminent Christ James Kostelyk
*Hymn of Response  Angels from the Realms of Glory PsH 354 v 1-4
*Parting Words
*Closing Response Angels from the Realms of Glory PsH 354 v 5

Postlude

*Please stand as you are able

MORNING OFFERINGS: Contributions collected in the morning are used for the general budget of the
church. If you would like to designate your offering to a specific fund, please use a contribution
envelope found in the pew. SUPPORTIVE OFFERINGS: 4 Q evening offerings and designated supportive
offerings will be used for World Renew, Bible League, Crossroads Prison Ministries, Elim Christian School

and Quiet Waters.

@ Online Giving is available on the BCRC website. Click on the give
m icon on the top right side of the page.
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Sunday Schedules
TODAY

Greeters: 9:30 am Gary Ritsema

5:00 pm Gary Vreman
Ushers: 9:30am Gary/Jordan
Nursery: 9:30 am Susan/Jon Vreman
CwW: Taylor/Summer

NEXT WEEK

Greeters: 9:30 am Gary Ritsema
5:00 pm Gary Vreman
Ushers: 9:30 am Greg/Jordan
Nursery: 9:30 am K/N Swaagman
Cw: Allison/Janie
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M AM Worship Service

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP OUR GREAT GOD
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements James Kostelyk
Chimes

Call to Worship

*Gathering Hymn O Come All Ye Faithful

*God's Greeting

*Song of Adoration All Praise to Him

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S HOLY PRESENCE

Call to Confession Isaiah 40:3
Prayer of Confession

Assurance of God's Grace Isaiah 40:4-5
*Song of Assurance He Who Is Mighty
*Confession of Our Faith The Apostles’ Creed
Pastoral Prayer

Presentation of

Our Offerings A Light Will Shine Worship Choir
Children’s Blessing Peace Advent Candle Lighting

WE HEAR GOD'S MIGHTY WCRD

Prayer for llumination

*Scripture Reading John 8:12-20

Sermon | am the Light of the World Pastor Dylan Kern
*Song of Response O Come, O Come Emmanuel

WE GO IN GRATEFUL OBEDIENCE TO SERVE GOD

*Parting Words
*Doxology
Postlude

*Please stand as you are able

AM Worship Notes
John 8:12-20 M

I am the Light of the World

Jesus is the light that shines in the darkness
|. World is darkened by sin
ll. Jesus, who is sinless and conquers sin, shines in the dark world
through his incarnation
lll. God's patience in sanctification
A. God doesn't strike all our sin at once — why not?
B. He also could have conquered the world’s darkness all at
once. For God's reasons, he is patient with us

God hidden in “thick darkness” in OT

l. Israel has limited access to God under Old Covenant because
God is hidden from them
A. God is not himself darkness, but he regularly appears
veiled in thick darkness
ll. Jesus removes God'’s vell
A. Jesus reveals who God is completely — the Father who
loves his Son

Moses at Sinai as a type of Christ
l. Moses radiated the glory of God as he brought the Law to
Israel
ll. Jesus, who is the very radiance of the glory of God, fulfills the
Law for Israel
lIl. Moses was the priest who brought Israel near to God
A. Jesus is the priest who brings God near to Israel
B. This is why we call him Immanuel — God With Us



