St. Henry’s Pastoral Council
January 21, 2025

Members Present: Linda Banker Jim Colton Fr. John Cronin Roberta Harvey
Amber Jeffer - *New Marsha Wereb (Also joined by Sarah Tripp)

Meeting led by Marsha Wereb, in Cathy Peake’s absence.

Following the opening prayer, the December meeting minutes were approved with the following
changes/notes:
e |n regards to lector training, it is the hope of the council that any present lector is
encouraged to guide new lectors - rather than expected.
e Linda Banker will make contact with the town of North Greenbush to secure the date for
the parish picnic. Julie Hanson will co-chair.

Father John gave an update on the open Pastoral Associate for Administration role. Five
candidates were considered, and two rounds of interviews completed. Father is pleased to
announce the position has been filled. The anticipated start date is February 3. Father asked
that we keep the identity of the new hire confidential at this time.

November 14 is the tentative date chosen for Fall Fest 2025. Regarding Fall Fest:

e Discussion was had about serving German food again, as was successfully done in the
past when the event was called Octoberfest. Roberta Harvey is volunteering to cook and
organize the food as she did in the past. The council agreed to continue to name the
event Fall Fest. Will consider for the next meeting the decision on the type of food to be
served.

e The timing of the Grand Raffle was reviewed. Normally it is done in conjunction with Fall
Fest, but this year was held on Thanksgiving due to when the tickets were printed.
Consensus was that it should be done with Fall Fest.

An idea was brought forth to consider entertainment. Will need to be discussed further.
Consideration was made for possibly including child-friendly activities. This led to a
suggestion of holding a Trunk-or-Treat and/or Halloween Party for children on a
separate date. Sarah, Roberta, and Amber are all willing to organize and help. Further
discussion will be needed.

Planned Lenten activities were discussed. They include:
e Soup and Stations on Wednesdays.
o Linda noted that those named in the last meeting notes as being leaders for the
Stations should be confirmed with (Julie Hanson, Cathy Peake, Jesscia Zweig
and Ray Francis)



o Discussed the desire for servers to bear the cross, and possibly candles. Could
Confirmation candidates fill this role?
o The office will coordinate the soup. Lois Rohloff normally sets up downstairs.
o Discussed possibly extending an invitation to other area churches to attend.
e Way of the Cross for Children
o Amber will lead/organize. Held two years ago with a decent turnout. Did not have
it last year due to Easter being early, and concerns for weather - as it is held
outside. Will be held Good Friday (4/18) at Noon.
e Welcome Home Breakfast will be held Palm Sunday (4/13), in addition to the normal
breakfast done on the first Sunday of the month.
Reconciliation Service will be offered. Father John is considering adding a third priest.
Explored the idea of having some type of speaker. Father John is going to reach out to
Jonathan Fanning. Would like to schedule a speaker for a Saturday morning or Sunday
afternoon.
e Father John is going to find out if there are any candidates/catechumens this year.

Father John welcomed Amber Jeffer as a new member. Father John asked that at the next
meeting Cathy Peake update the council on where the current members are in their terms. Mary
Ellen Trumble was mentioned again as another possible member. Father John will reach out to
her.

Marsha has been approached by some parishioners asking if any fundraisers will be organized
for the Los Angeles wildfires. Sarah Tripp will reach out to some contacts at the Diocese to see
if there are any established efforts we can let parishioners know about.

Sarah Tripp made a suggestion to hold a Super Raffle leading up to the Breakfast with
Santa...for Dinner this year. Drawings would be held during the event. Ticket prices and amount
of tickets would need to be decided, but currently considering $100 a ticket. Multiple prizes, with
substantial Grand Prize. Tickets from the winners of the lower prizes get put back in to win
again. Multiple people can go in on a ticket if they choose. Father John is going to discuss with
the Finance Council to see if this is something that is viable for the parish.

Breakfast with Santa.. for Dinner date is set for December 19.

Sarah made a suggestion to purchase a TV to mount in the Community Room, for the purpose
of displaying announcements and photos from church events. Location of the TV is up for
discussion. Considering possibly two for the Community Room, and one for the vestibule
upstairs? Sarah and John Tripp will research what is needed to make this happen, and advise
the council.

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 18, at 7:00 p.m. in the Blue Room.



