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		  From the Pastor’s Desk:
Sabbath - All work and no rest leaves children of God hollow

I’ve never been good 
at keeping the sabbath 
holy. Well, I should at 
least say, I thought I was 
doing a swell job...until 
I actually considered 
what  keeping the 
sabbath means. After 
all, I have gone to 
church most Sundays 
in my life (especially 
nowadays!) and I’ve 
been privileged not 
to have to do much 
work on that day (at 
least, prior to my work 
being a Sunday gig!). But lately I’ve been challenged to 
realize how the commandment God gives to keep the 
sabbath and make it holy is more than just about going 
to church for an hour on Sunday mornings.

To start with, if we are going to observe the sabbath, 
we have to understand why God thinks it is so 
important. So often we look at the Ten Commandments 
as rules that we have to live by in order to be good 
Christians, but that is not entirely what God had in 
mind. As Lutherans you know we always start with 
God’s grace-- God has loved us, even when we were 
sinners, and we are saved by grace, God’s free gift of 
forgiveness and unconditional love. It was after God 
declared that the Hebrews were God’s people (through 
no accomplishment of their own) that Moses went up 
Mount Sinai and received the Ten Commandments. 
These ten ways of living were a gift of God’s love, 
given to us in order to help show us the ways that we 
could live as God intended: being in harmony and 
close relationship with God, each other, and all of 
creation. (Of course, we know how well we do at that, 
and Luther calls this the second use of the Law: that the 
Ten Commandments operate as a mirror, showing us 
how much we have sinned and cannot free ourselves 
through good works. But I digress...). The purpose then 
of keeping the sabbath is not only to honor God, but to 
care for ourselves as the beloved children of God.

In Genesis chapter one, we read that God created the 
heavens and the earth and all that is in them in six days. 
Six days! Talk about productivity! And then comes the 
part that we so often overlook: “And so the heavens 
and the earth and everything else were finished. And 

on the seventh day 
God finished the 
work that God had 
done, and God 
rested from all of 
this work. God 
blessed the seventh 
day and made 
it holy, because 
on that day God 
rested from all the 
work that God had 
done” (Gen. 2:1-3). 
God, who let’s face 
it probably has an 
endless supply of 

energy and never needs a power nap, took the seventh 
day to rest from the work that had been done.  In doing 
so, God has shown us that the meaning of life is not 
to run yourself ragged doing work (or making other 
people do work for you). In fact, the meaning of life 
is to balance both work and rest, and to do that, we 
have to set aside a special day (made holy) where we 
focus on things other than the work that we “have to 
get done.”

Keeping the sabbath and making it holy (setting it 
apart for God’s use) is about more than just going to 
church, although I think spending time with God’s 
faithful people in worship is a very important way 
(Pastor’s letter continued on page 2)
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News

(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)

Pastoral Acts

that we rest and give our time to God (rather than our 
jobs, our house chores, our sports obligations, or any 
other work we “have to do”). It’s about having a day 
(whether it is Sunday or like me, a Saturday) where 
you are focusing on those things that God would have 
us focus on: building healthy relationships with our 
family and friends, taking care of our bodies by resting 
or walking or spending time cooking a healthy meal, 
reading a good book, and having some time where you 
are just doing...nothing. Taking the sabbath isn’t about 
having a productive day off...it’s about the opposite: 
trusting that the world does not revolve around you 
and that even if you do not accomplish a single thing 
you “need” to do, that God will still be at work and life 
will continue.

How often do we operate with the mindset that “if I 
don’t do this, someone else will mess it up?”  That was 
my go-to explanation for why I didn’t like working 
on group projects during high school-- why include 
others if they might just mess it up?  We get trapped in 
thinking that we are indispensable, that the world will 
cease to exist without us, and that we are the savior. 
But...we aren’t.  Jesus is. By taking a day to rest and 
trust that God will take care of what we don’t, we are 
living out our belief that our God is Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sustainer...and God is pretty good at that job.

“There are no guarantees that if we keep the sabbath 
we will be successful. But honoring the sabbath (and 
not overworking the other six days) will give us an 
opportunity to grow in our trust of God and experience 
his faithfulness.” - Ken Shigematsu

Your sister-in-Christ,
+Pastor Courtney

Julia "Judy" Glatfelter Alwood was 
commended to God's eternal care on 
Tuesday, April 10, 2018. The service 
of Christian burial was held at Grace 
Lutheran Church at 12:00 p.m., followed 
by internment at Mt. Olivet Cemetery in 

Hanover. Please join us in continuing to pray for Judy's 
family and all who mourn her loss.

Javan Alexander Shoup was received into the Body 
of Christ through the sacrament of Holy Baptism on 
Sunday, April 15, 2018 at the 9:00 a.m. service. Javan 
is a student at York College and we are excited to see 
how the Holy Spirit continues to help him grow and 
serve!

Rob Eck and Candy Vinson joined their lives in 
marriage on April 28, 2018 at Grace Lutheran Church 
during a 2:00 p.m. service. Rob has served as the bass 
player in the Spirit Cellar band over the years. We had 
a special blessing of Godspeed to Rob on Sunday, April 
22, as he goes to continue his ministry down south. Rob 
and Candy are now living in Alabama, where Candy is 
from, and we wish them all the best!

We had a relatively short meeting.  
Pastor Courtney began by asking 
council members for prayer concerns as well as 
things we were thankful for.  Pastor announced this 
year’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) program “God’s 
Amazing Barnyard” to take place the week of July 30 
– August 3.  There is an upcoming Parish Education 
meeting to discuss a Summer Sunday School program 
and a future parent survey regarding Sunday School.

Our Renewal Team will have a Synod training 
session in Harrisburg with the theme “Healthy 
Church.”  We are requesting Property Committee have 
a maintenance check-up on the air conditioning and to 
look into possible repairs to the block building. 

Due to recent accidents (falls on steps) in the church 
it was suggested we have an incident report form for 
insurance purposes.

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

 On Sunday, April 29, Pastor 
Courtney announced that she and 
Ben are expecting.  In this era 

of negative news, take some time 
to find a little joy in the small 

miracles.  Congratulations to Ben 
and Courtney!

The Beacon is the place to get all the latest news. 
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stewardship article
Thank God for our families

[Jesus was dying on the cross.] When Jesus saw 
his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 
beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is 
your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your 
mother.” -John 19:26-27  

On the second Sunday of this month we celebrate 
the mothers and mother figures in our lives, and then 
in June we celebrate our fathers and father figures. 
What a wonderful opportunity to honor the strong 
bond between parents and children. How strong? The 
first use of the word “love” in the Bible, Genesis 22:2, 
describes the connection between Abraham and his 
son, Isaac. 

Family is one of our most valuable gifts from God, and 
one that, as all holy gifts, we are entrusted to treasure, 
love and nourish. As parents, we are responsible for 
nourishing children to become healthy adults. And as 
children, we are responsible for caring for parents as 
they age. 

Jesus indicates in the passage above that there need 
not be a blood connection for a parent-child relationship 
(as any family with adopted children can attest). In 
Matthew 12:46-50, Jesus actually redefines family, 
saying that all who love and follow him are mothers, 
brothers, sisters, fathers. So, all of us are parent, child 
and sibling to one another. Now THAT’S some family!

As we honor the mother and father figures this 
spring, we can also challenge ourselves to be better 
stewards of the family bonds God has given us.

•	Explore through Scripture what it means to 
be a family, including a faith family. 

•	Work with your congregation to promote 
healthy family connections.

•	Support and accompany families that are in 
crisis or paralyzed by dysfunction.

•	Learn about foster-parent programs and 
support foster families.

•	Explore and support Big Brother and Big 
Sister programs. Be a mentor to a child or youth.

•	Befriend a senior citizen who may not have 
children (or children nearby).

•	Remember that not all family relationships 
are positive. Avoid judgment and listen 
thoughtfully to those whose experiences may 
differ from yours.

•	With your congregation, explore ways 
to live as brothers and sisters, mothers and 
fathers to one another.

God ordained families to be the fundamental unit 
of human life. We can be good stewards of family 
relationships by caring for one another and helping 
everyone to grow into the faith family God intends.

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an 

assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and also works as content editor for www.
stewardshipoflife.org.

What’s in the Display 
Case?

As is our usual custom, we honor 
graduates and confirmands in the 
month of May.  This includes anyone 
who has earned a degree since June 
of 2017.  We also honor graduates 
who are connected to us, but not 
members of Grace Lutheran.  If 
you have a graduate to be honored, 
the information must be in to Pat 
Mummert, Janet Murphy or Ellen 
Warntz by May 6.  Information cards 
are on the counter in the church 
office.  We will list the graduates in 
the June issue of The Beacon.

Graceful Women
Our next meeting is Thursday, 

May 5 at 7:00 p.m.  Our theme for 
May is “Mothers.”  We will have a 
Mother’s Mirror (photo match).

Service Helpers are 
Needed

Each Sunday, worship doesn’t just happen.  We have 
lots of needs for folks to volunteer with the service.  
There are many openings for a variety of jobs.  Most 
require little or no training.  Please check your calendar 
and see which Sunday(s) you could serve.  Jobs needing 
to be filled are:

•	Sunday School or Children’s Church leaders
•	Breakfast helpers for the Spirit Cellar
•	Acolytes (Confirmands, this helps with 	

       your service requirements!)
•	Lectors
•	Ushers
•	Greeters
•	Communion Helpers
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We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

STEWARDSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND

Stewardship is defined as caring for another’s 
property.  Here at Grace Lutheran there are many ways 
that you can help to take care of not only our physical 
property, but also our spiritual properties.  On the 
physical scale, you can volunteer to help with SPRING 
CLEAN-UP on Saturday, May 5 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  
Chores include cleaning up the yard and the flower 
beds outside as well as cleaning the kitchen and the 
sanctuary inside.  If you are not able to work outside, 
there are always simpler jobs inside that anyone can 
manage.  Because this work only gets done in Spring 
and fall, it is imperative that we accomplish everything 
so that visitors as well as members can enjoy a clean, 
safe and beautiful place to worship.  

We are not done yet!  You can volunteer to pack food 
boxes on Saturday May 12 and 19 beginning at 8:30 
a.m. Working side by side with others, especially the 
students from the high school, is a truly wonderful and 
enlightening experience.  Mark your calendar now so 
you don’t miss this morning of fun and fellowship,  Last 
but not least, there is another time that we desperately 
need volunteers and that is the community yard sale 
days, June 15 and 16 from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  
Barb and Tom Taute who normally manage the food 
concession and the hot dog preparation will be away 
and unable to help.  We are looking for several people 
who are willing to step up and help.  This yard sale 
event helps us raise hundreds of dollars to underwrite 
projects around the church so your help is critical.  If 
you are willing to assist, please contact Barb Taute or 
Jack Warntz and you will be given more information 
on the expectations.  Concerning the help needed by 
our spiritual properties, we need to continue to pray 
for our church, for its members and especially for 
Pastor Courtney and church council members as they 
attempt to guide us on the right path.  As we all know, 
problems occur naturally in life and we require the 
support of each other every day.  Even though your 
prayer list might already be long, please add Grace 
and its members today.  Grace has a special place in 
this community and we need to insure its ability to 
continue making a difference in the world.  Please 
make stewardship a priority in your life.

On Sunday, May 27, we will be presenting a very new 
approach to our traditional Memorial Day service.  At 
ten o’clock, we will all gather in the Welcome Center 
for a time of remembrance, celebration, fellowship 
and food.  Veterans from our congregation have been 
contacted to bring their memorabilia and memories 
from their time in the service in order to show where 
they served, what they experienced and how that 
experience impacted their lives.  During this time, 
members will have an opportunity to visit exhibits, 
talk with others and enjoy cupcakes and punch.  At 
ten thirty, we will conduct the roll call for all those 
from the Red Lion area who gave their lives so that 
we can live in freedom.  Weather permitting, we will 
move to the lawn to place the flags carrying the names 
of soldiers from World War I, World War II, Korean 
Conflict, Vietnam, Desert Shield, Desert Storm, and 
the current War on Terrorism on an honor board for 
everyone to see.  It is our hope that you will attend 
this moving experience for us and especially for our 
surviving veterans who worship at Grace Lutheran 
Church. 

A MEMORABLE Memorial 
Day!
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Our next book of the 
month is Hidden Figures 
by Margot Lee Shetterly.  
Goodreads.com has this 
synopsis about the book:

“The #1 New York Times 
Bestseller.  Set amid the civil rights movement, the never-
before-told true story of NASA’s African-American 
female mathematicians who played a crucial role in 
America’s space program.  Before Neil Armstrong 
walked on the moon, a group of professionals worked 
as ‘Human Computers’, calculating the flight paths 
that would enable these historic achievements.  
Among these were a coterie of bright, talented African-
American women. Segregated from their white 
counterparts, these ‘coloured computers’ used pencil 
and paper to write the equations that would launch 
rockets and astronauts, into space. Moving from 
World War II through NASA’s golden age, touching 
on the civil rights era, the Space Race, the Cold War 
and the women’s rights movement, ‘Hidden Figures’ 
interweaves a rich history of mankind’s greatest 
adventure with the intimate stories of five courageous 
women whose work forever changed the world.”

Everyone is welcome 
to the book club.  We 
have an arrangement 
with the York County 
Library System to lend 
us the books.  All you 
need is a love of reading.  
We meet every third 
Thursday of the month 
in the Welcome Center at 
6:30 p.m.  May’s meeting 
is on the 17th.  If you 
would like a copy of the 
book, see Jennifer Rudolf 
or Geri Jacobs.

Book Club

As we prepare for our June 
4 food distribution, we are 
noticing a shortage of knick-

knacks, toys and household items such as sheets and 
towels.  If you are doing a spring cleaning at your house, 
consider donating those items that you no longer want 
to our food pantry.  We always seem to have sufficient 
ladies clothing but can always use children’s and teen 
boys clothing.  This outreach ministry part of food 
distribution has become a very important service for 
our clients.  It is not uncommon for clients to call the 
church between distributions searching for clothing 
for their children or themselves.  We consider it a real 
blessing that we can usually meet their needs from 
the clothing that is boxed and waiting for the next 
give away. In addition, we are constantly in need of 
the health/home care products such as shampoo, body 
wash, dish detergent and laundry detergent.  Please 
continue to visit the Dollar Tree to pick up these items 
so that we don’t have to wait another year to provide 
these products for the clients.  It would be impossible 
for Grace Lutheran to accomplish this job without your 
physical, financial and spiritual help.  Thank you so 
much for all you do.  

The June 
Distribution 
is Coming

One solitary Life
He was born in an obscure village.  He worked in a 

carpenter shop until he was thirty.  He then became 
an itinerant preacher.  He never held an office.  He 
never had a family or owned a house.  He didn’t go to 
college.  He had no credentials but himself…

Nineteen centuries have come and gone, and today he 
is the central figure of the human race.   All the armies 
that ever marched, and all the navies that ever sailed, 
all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that 
ever reigned have not affected the life of man on this 
earth as much as that…One Solitary Life.

Attributed to James Allen Francis

Submitted by Erma Grim



Here are the events happening at 
the Lutheran Camps in the month 
of May:

•	Work Day at Kirchenwald & The Wittel 
Farm - May 5

•	Lutheran Camping Night at the Harrisburg 
Senators - May 11

•	Wittel Farm Growing Project Work Day / 
Garden Prep at The Wittel Farm - May 12

•	Wittel Farm Growing Project Planting Day 
at The Wittel Farm - May 19

•	Summer Camp Kick-off Worship & Picnic 
at Nawakwa- May 20

•	Golf Tournament at the Honey Run Golf 
Club - June 8

See the website:  www.
lutherancamping.org for 
more details.  If your child 
is interested in summer 
camp, inquire in the office 
or you can also see Cora 
Sue Herbst, Tom Smith 
or Karen Turner for more 
details.

The TOGS are going to try 
once again to have a bonfire 
at Pastor Courtney’s house in 
celebration of Pentecost.  We 
will all pray for nice weather.  
The event is on May 20 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m.  Bring a snack 
to share and a chair to sit on.  

This Spring being especially unpredictable, dress for 
the weather!  RSVP with Pastor Courtney to get the 
address.
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Wedding Anniversaries

May Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

May’s flowers are sponsored by:

June’s flowers are sponsored by:

Lutheran 
Camping 

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader
Germar Rudolf, Webmaster

02 – Kayde Dellinger-Herman
02 – David Dennish
02 – Joe Jacobs
05 – Jo-Ann Barefoot
05 – Ethen Shaffer
07 – Sara Shaffer
08 – Jared Bucher
09 – Eric Grim
16 – Doris Golden
16 – Connie Little
17 – Veronica Carter
17 – Judy Dellinger
19 – Lindel Rotz
20 – Robert Fishel
20 – Diane Thompson
21 – Anna Davis
22 – Alisha Mundis
24 – Linda Ricci
25 – Cathleen Coleman
26 – Timothy Rudolf
26 – Zachariah Turner

03 – Paul & Carol Vigna
04 – Brian & Beth Kollosch
06 – Robert & Hazel Hammers
10 – James & Sharon Bucher
11 – Jeffrey & Holly Barker
18 – Kevin & Kendra Shaffer
21 – Thalia Jones & Gregory Gromicko
22 – Andrea & Mark Stanley
24 – Robert & Wendy Miller
29 – Keith & Nancy McCleary

06 – Leif Ericson
13 – Robert Fishel
20 – Regina Thompson
         George McCallum (Pedestals)
27 – Grace Lutheran Church

03 – Joe Jacobs
10 – Richard Jacobs
17 – Erma Grim
24 – Picnic day – No Flowers

Togs News
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