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ST. PHILIP PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
AND COMMUNITY MUSIC CENTER OF HOUSTON
PRESENT
CMCH'’s 42N> ANNUAL MUSICAL TRIBUTE IN
HONOR OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In today’s political climate marked by deep division, we are reminded of Dr. King's warning
about forces ‘dripping with interposition and nullification.” His words are unfortunately as relevant to us
today. Our collaboration with St. Philip Presbyterian Church reflects his Beloved Community in action,

peaple choosing unity and compassion as a collective act of hope. We have to have hope, or we’re lost.
Dr. Anne Lundy, Music Director of CMCH . and founder of the Scott Joplin Chamber
Orchestra.
St. Philip Presbyterian Church will host the Community Music Center of Houston’s
(CMCH) 42nd Annual Musical Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., featuring the Scott
Joplin Chamber Otchestra (SJCO). The concert will take place Sunday, January 18,
located at 4807 San Felipe at 5:00 p.m. Following the concert, a reception will offer the
opportunity to greet and visit with the musicians. This free, family-friendly program
brings together orchestral works, spirituals, contemporary Black classics, and dramatic
oratory to amplify Dr. King’s legacy and fight for social justice and equality.

The tribute will showcase masterworks from the canon of Black American music,
including spirituals and early classical compositions, that reflect the depth and breadth of
Black musical genius. The evening opens with an audience-led rendition of “Lift Every
Voice and Sing,” the enduring classic written by James Weldon Johnson in 1900 and
composed by his brother, John Rosamond Johnson.

SJCO will perform “The Bamboula — Rhapsodic Dance” by early 20th-century Afro-
English composer Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, followed by two celebrated African
American spirituals: “Soon I Will Be Done” and “Follow the Drinking Gourd.”

The program continues with selections from George Gershwin’s opera “Porgy and
Bess,” performed by classical vocalists Dorceal Duckens (baritone) and Mahoganee
Medlock (soprano). Premiered in 1935 during the Jim Crow era, the opera’s path into
major U.S. opera houses was slow and fraught. As Opera Gene notes, “Porgy and Bess”
received its first major American opera-house production in 1979 at Houston Grand
Opera, six years before its debut at the Metropolitan Opera.

The program then moves the canon forward into the modern era with a tribute to
Grammy Award—winning artist D’Angelo, whose work embodies the evolving lineage of
Black musical expression. SJCO will feature “Brown Sugar” and “Cruisin” from
D’Angelo’s landmark debut album “Brown Sugar,” inviting audiences to expetrience how
Black musical traditions continue to advance and shape American culture.

Vocalists Duckens and Medlock will return to perform Reverend Dr. Lena McLin’s
operatic work “Free At Last, A Portrait of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” (1973). McLin, a



presented by: Community Music Center of Houston’s

Y33 ™~

Hosted by:
Saint Philip Presbyterian Church

Bring your friends & family
to this free concert.
Reception to follow.

“If you want to say that | was a drum major, say that | was a drum major for justice.
Say that | was a drum major for peace. | just want to leave a committed life behind.”

cmchouston.org | saintphilip.net

WE CHOOSE WELCOME

PEACEMAKING
5 SOCIAL JUSTICE

You’re Invited
Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee Meetings
Sunday, January 11t
and
Sunday, February 1st
Right after Worship
Room 205
No need to PSVP, just show up!
Questions?

Contact Denise Wilborn, moderator,
dwilborn55@gmail.com
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childhood friend of Dr. King and one of America’s
foremost Black composers, was mentored by her uncle,
Thomas A. Dorsey, widely known as the “Father of
Gospel Music.” Vocalists will lift McLin’s tribute with its
full choral force.

Dr. Lundy states, “Dr. King’s accomplishments are so
significant, from the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the
March on Washington to the Civil Rights Act, the Voting
Rights Act, as well as the Nobel Peace Prize.” She
continues, “But it is his 1968 sermon, ‘The Drum Major
Instinct,” that has really resonated with me. I mean it just
touched my soul. It is such a powerful message delivered
near the end of his life. ‘If you want to say that I was a
drum major, say that I was a drum major for justice. Say
that I was a drum major for peace. I just want to leave a
committed life behind.”

A member of Texas Southern University’s internationally
renowned debate team will deliver excerpts from Dr.
King’s most powerful speeches, creating a dialogue
between music and oratory that honors his enduring
influence on the nation’s conscience. The evening will
conclude with an open invitation for Houstonians of all
ages and walks of life to stand together and sing “We Shall
Overcome,” the Civil Rights anthem that continues to
embody Dr. King’s clarion call for justice, equality, and
freedom for all African Americans and all of humanity.

Invite family, friends, and neighbors of all ages to join
together in an evening of history, music, and song as we
create justice and grow together as members of the
“Beloved Community.”

JANUARY 31 - SPECIAL RUNOFF
ELECTION FOR
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 18

Early Vote Centers will be open from Wednesday, Janu-
ary 21 to Tuesday, January 27 (Monday-Saturday: 7:00
a.m. — 7:00 p.m.; Sunday: 12:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. )

Vote Centers will accept voters from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
Saturday, January 31, Election Day.

The deadline to apply for a mail ballot is January 20. Click
here for the application. Please fill it out, print it, and mail
it to our office before the deadline.

Visit our “What’s on my Ballot?” page and enter your
name or address to see all the contests and candidates you
are eligible to vote on! (You can bring handwritten notes
or printed sample ballots to the voting booth; just be sure
to take it with you when you leave.)

https://www.harrisvotes.com/Voter/View-information-

for-upcoming-Flections


https://hctxdnnstg.blob.core.windows.net/harrisvotes/prd/docs/Mail%20Ballot%20Application/2025%20SOS%20ABBM%20EN.pdf?sv=2017-04-17&sr=b&si=DNNFileManagerPolicy&sig=Hmejfm5QxJmO0FfdWv227%2BRygXGktJGLYx8lydOvl0E%3D
https://www.harrisvotes.com/Voter/Whats-on-my-Ballot
https://www.harrisvotes.com/Voter/View-information-for-upcoming-Elections
https://www.harrisvotes.com/Voter/View-information-for-upcoming-Elections

Save The Date: March 3, 2026

ELECTIONS ARE COMING! ELECTIONS
ARE COMING!

By Rebecca Mcllwain, Project Manager,
Houston Faith Votes—Dec 11, 2025

The importance of the upcoming elec-
tions is undeniable and difficult to over-

18% for the March primary elections and
jump to only 39% for the November gen-
eral midterm elections. That means more
than half the electorate (and an even higher percentage of
the general public) will not weigh in on the civic leadership
of our country.

People like me often ponder why that is. Do people feel
disenfranchised? If so, which ones and why? Is it a lack of
information or accessibility? Do they just not care? Is this
something that can be changed or is dismal voter turnout
just something we need to accept and live with?

I ascribe that the consistently low voter turnout in the
USA can be attributed to many factors and can most defi-
nitely be addressed if we choose to do so. Fortunately,
Texas Impact members and supporters agree. Together,
we are doing the spade work, day in and day out, to en-
courage and enable voting and other forms of faith-filled
advocacy.

December 8 at 11:59 p.m. marked the deadline for candi-
dates to file their intention to run for public office in the
March primaries in Texas. 92 people filed to run for state-
wide races alone. The total number of candidates is much
higher since Texas has hundreds of counties and many
offices beyond statewide race: U.S. House, State Legisla-
ture, County offices, judicial offices, and precinct offices,
to name a few. That represents hundreds of people who
have publicly stepped into the arena to help shape the di-
rection of our state and nation. Having never run for pub-
lic office myself, I can only imagine how many factors go
into that decision, but I would bet that beneath all the
practical, political, and family considerations lies a deep
desire to shape the state and country for the better, as they
see it. I often shake my head, wring my hands, or rant to
my friends about what some of my fellow citizens see as
“better,” but somewhere deep, deep down within me is
respect that at least they give a damn.

As I understand democracy, it is on this foundation of mu-
tual caring and engagement that the members of civil soci-
ety are expected and enabled to duke things out politically
with policy and law rather than physically with guns and
bombs. What that means for us non-elected folk is that we
must, at the very least, vote.

I spent many years of my career as a youth minister and
director of religious education, so I know how to recruit
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volunteers. I've even persuaded busy adults to stay up all
night at lock-ins chaperoning lively teenagers! My point is
that I know how to get people to do things for the greater
good; but getting those who are disinclined to vote to actu-
ally vote has proven to be complicated and formidable. 1
have learned that we have to go deeper and broader if we
want to be successful in this endeavor. There is not one
approach that will move the masses to participation. We all
are at different places in our lives. We bring vastly different
expetiences to our role as voters, and those experiences
shape our attitude toward voting and civic participation.
Therefore, if we want to move the needle on voting, we
have to be willing to expand our repertoire of methods and
means.

If you are ready to diversify the approach to Get Out The
Vote (GOTV) in your congregation, here are some sugges-
tions to encourage voting,.

1. Provide solid information. Bookmark links to use and share
with friends/members such as: VoteBeat, Voter Regis-

tration/Confirmation, Texas Faith Votes Resources,

League of Women Voters, Your Primary Vote Matters/
Texas Impact, Your Primary Vote Matters/Texas Trib-

une, and my first go-to for the latest updates, Texas
Tribune 2026 Elections

2. Mobilize your friends. Be known as the one who reminds
everyone when an election is coming. Post encourage-
ments on your social media. Share those links that you
just saved (above).

3. Listen to people who don’t vote. Seek to understand. Offer a
non-judgemental perspective on participation.

4. Avoid being partisan. We don’t have to beat people over
the head with our position. It can be off putting and di-
visive. Stand for participation, not partisanship.

5. Discover your why. Do some self-reflection and get in
touch with what really matters to you. The deep caring
that lies underneath all the anger, grief, fear, etc. is prob-
ably the most potent underutilized energy source known
to humankind. Find it and use it.

6.Be practical. In your congregation organize ride-sharing,
form voting-pods (groups of 10-12 people who can sup-
port each other in voting), hand out voter registration
cards, print voting locations in your bulletin, recognize
and honor those who vote in your weekly services. (Add
your own.)

7. Join Texas Impact. Becoming a member keeps you plugged
in to information and inspiration. As a beloved pastor
once told me about prioritizing self-care: “You can’t al-
ways milk the cow, sometimes you have to feed the
cow.” Feed yourself by investing in support for yourself.

If information alone could solve society’s ills, we surely
would have resolved them by now. Real change requires
the work of mitigating institutions like faith communities
doing what we do best: cultivating relationships, guiding
one another, listening and challenging one another, and


https://communityimpact.com/austin/south-central-austin/election/2025/12/08/here-are-the-92-candidates-running-for-statewide-offices-in-2026/
https://www.votebeat.org/texas/
https://goelect.txelections.civixapps.com/ivis-mvp-ui/#/login
https://goelect.txelections.civixapps.com/ivis-mvp-ui/#/login
https://texasimpact.org/campaigns/texas-faith-votes/
https://www.lwvhouston.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20602315422&gbraid=0AAAAAqRnmwOx_Eq7cJY2cwZyg7AEe3cHD&gclid=CjwKCAiA0eTJBhBaEiwA-Pa-hR0EyjVyKtn0StLF4mmnfcyGzkzdw4BOYht8lPVA5_h_0HbSCcobtRoCWG8QAvD_BwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvV47eD3O_M&t=15s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvV47eD3O_M&t=15s
https://apps.texastribune.org/features/2024/fraction-of-texans-vote-in-primaries/
https://apps.texastribune.org/features/2024/fraction-of-texans-vote-in-primaries/
https://www.texastribune.org/series/texas-2026-election-voting/
https://www.texastribune.org/series/texas-2026-election-voting/
https://texasimpact.org/donate/

lifting one another up. As we bring this commitment to the
issue of voting, we honor our faith traditions and become a
force for good in the larger world.

The Peacemating and Social Justice Committee
at St. Philip supports Texas Impact
and is a member of The Houston Faith 1 otes Cobort which sup-
ports congregations’ efforts to encourage members to Get Out To
Vote. Watch this space.

Texas Impact (https://texasimpact.org/about-us/) is

Texas' original interfaith advocacy netwotk. They help peo-
ple live out their faith in the public square, moving faith
communities from charity to justice.

HONORING THE LEGACY:
SUPPORTING NEGRO SPIRITUALS
THROUGH REPARATIVE GIVING

By Kate Burkart
for the Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee

Have you ever glanced at the bottom left corner of the
hymnal page when we sing a hymn in worship? That’s
where the writer of the hymn text and music are named. If
you’re like me, you might have developed a fondness for
some of those names, whether from our current times or
going back to the earliest days of the Church.

But there are some hymn writers whose names we will
never know. These are the enslaved women and men who
wrote some of our most beloved hymns, the ones we
know as spirituals. Because of the circumstances in which
they wrote, their names are lost to history, so, unlike every
named hymn writer, their estates can never receive a royal-
ty payment for the use of their hymns.

In recent years, several churches from a variety of denomi-
nations began to think about this injustice. Out of that
process came the idea of the Negro Spirituals Royalty. The
idea is for churches to recognize the musicianship that
flourished when slavery was a common practice, by receiv-
ing a collection in reparation for the lost royalties and the
lost recognition. These funds would be donated to a local
organization working to preserve the music of this tradi-
tion. The Presbyterian Publishing Corporation even do-
nates royalties from the sale of the Glory 0 God hymnal to
reparative justice causes. And in 2022, St. Philip joined in
this effort.

St. Philip recognizes the Negro spirituals sung in worship
by accepting donations toward a kind of royalty payment
to recognize the writers of this music. You may contribute
anytime, either by check, with Negro Spirituals in the
memo line, or by giving to the designated fund via the
church website’s secure giving portal. Each year the Peace-
making and Social Justice Committee identifies a local or-
ganization to receive the collected funds. Our recipient
over these past years has been the Community Music Cen-
ter of Houston (CMCH), which preserves Black music
traditions, especially those to which the community is sel-
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dom exposed and that are being lost. Our ongoing support
has been deeply appreciated by the CMCH, fostering a
meaningful partnership between them and St. Philip. As a
testament to our growing friendship, the CMCH will pre-
sent a special concert at St. Philip this year, scheduled for
the Sunday before Martin Luther King Day.

By the way, are you feeling uncomfortable we are naming
this music as Negro spirituals? I was at first — I thought it
should be African American, or Black, spirituals. I’ve since
learned that part of recognizing these musicians is respect-
fully acknowledging that Negro spirituals is the term the
Black community prefers for this music. And if you’re still
a little uncomfortable, that’s okay. It should be uncomfort-
able for us to acknowledge the sin of enslavement and the
brutal conditions out of which this music arose. If you’re
interested in learning more about the reasons for choosing
this name, please visit https://www.nats.org

History of American Negro Spiritual.html for additional
background and insights.

I hope you’ll show your gratitude for this beautiful and
powerful music and the musicians who created it by con-
tributing to our Negro Spirituals royalty fund.

MISSION COMMITTEE

Dear Friends,

Your donations to the Seafarers’
Christmas box project in 2025
have resulted in 141 plastic
shoeboxes filled with essential
items and gifts for travelling
seafarers who dock at the port
of Houston. At least seven
ships will be gifted from your
donations, providing Christmas cheer for those who work
aboard. The shoeboxes will be hand delivered to the ships
by Chaplains, staff and ship visitors, sharing gratitude and
holiday spirit.

Heartfelt thanks to all who have contributed to the pro-
ject. Many toiletries, games and gifts were necessary to fill
the boxes. This, along with the packing expertise of Sue
Howard and work of Jane Cooper, resulted in the largest
number of boxes ready for wrapping that St. Philip has
ever produced. Many thanks for the wrapping of more
than 70 boxes, skillfully accomplished by Julieana Nichols
-Lawson, David Castro and the children attending the
Advent Vacation Bible School. Many thanks to our adult
team, with Jacqui Colton and Betsy Boston, for complet-
ing the wrapping,.

We are very grateful for you all
and your commitment to this
project.

The Mission Committee and
Russell & Caryn Bahruth



https://www.nats.org/History_of_American_Negro_Spiritual.html
https://www.nats.org/History_of_American_Negro_Spiritual.html
https://texasimpact.org/about-us/

ST. PHILIP DURING THE WEEK

SOCIAL JUSTICE STUDY GROUP—This group
meets for an hour once a month on Zoom to read and
discuss social justice issues of concern in today’s world.
This group meets by zoom on the first Monday of the
month, 7-8 p.m. to read and discuss social justice issues of
concern. The current study book is Brian Kaylot's Bap#iz-
ing America; how mainline Protestants helped build Christian Na-
tionalism. Interested persons can contact Sara Jean Jack-

son: s{j10223@gmail.com.

LAMBETH STUDY—Keatan King leads young adults
in study on the first Monday of the month evening at 7:00
p-m. via Zoom. It is a time of study, reflection, and prayer.
If you would like more details, email Keatan at:
keatan(@saintphilip.net.

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY— Wednesday Bible study
with John Wurster meets weekly at 9:30 a.m., and is a hy-
brid format with an in-person option in the Office Confer-
ence Room and also a Zoom option. Bible novices, Bible
experts, and everyone in between is welcome to join us as
we look at the lectionary passages for the coming Sunday!
To get on the list for the Zoom link, send a note to:
john@saintphilip.net.

WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK CLUB—This self-
led, interactive group produces lively discussions and
wonderful fellowship. We gather together on January 15
at 7:00 p.m. and discussing Frostbite: How Refrigeration
Changed Our Food, Our Planet, and Ourselves by Nicola Twiley.
Please watch your email for details about location. If you
have any questions or concerns, please contact Nina Lam-
bright at: nnl@lambrightlaw.com.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOW-
SHIP— Men of all ages are welcome to participate in this
self-led group. The Men’s Weekly Fellowship meets each
Friday in person in the office Conference Room and via
Zoom at 11:45 a.m. We are beginning to study “Short Sto-
ries by Jesus” by Amy-Jill Levine. If you would like to join
them please contact Gary Gardner at:
goardnel48@aol.com.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

February
Birthdays

Name Day
Caryn |Bahruth 1
Bill |Morris 3
Grayson |Bratton 4
Steven |Lawson 4
John |[Lindsay 4
Mark |Young 4
Beverly |[Baker 5
Diane |Clarke 5
Susan |Lange 5
Gay [Van Osdall 5
Gary  |Willis 5
Ava |Arlinghaus 7
Susan |Leonard 8
Jon [Martin 9
Liz  [Williams 10
Oak |Kim 11
Karen |Winship 12
Lucia |Queen 15
Molly |Vestal 15
Elizabeth |Hadaway 16
Martha [Red 16
Madison |Mondaine 17
Jonathan |Davis 18
Julia |[Fox 18
Jennifer |Miller 18
David |Durham 19
Joseph  |Webster 19
John |[Bratton 20
Cindy [Judson 20
Pete [Bunch 21
Nancy |Castro 24
Shirley Ann  |Frautschi 25
Laura [Perez-Boston 26
Miles |Frey 27
Renee |Wright 27
Suzanne |Kerr 28

All women of the church are invited to join any of the meetings of Presbyterian Women.
Thursday Evening Circle—January 8 (1 time) - meets 1st Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. in the Dining Room.

Megan Sankowski - megansankowski@hotmail.com

Monday Morning Saints—January 12—meets 2nd Monday of each month at 10 a.m. in the Dining Room.
Tricia Tolbert phtolbert@gmail.com

The Hallmark Circle—January 14—meets 2nd Wednesday of each month at 1:30 p.m.
Text Sue Shirley-Howard at 713-683-8139 for more information.

Sunday Circle—]January 18—meets 3rd Sunday of each month after worship in the Dining Room.

Jan Meyer jsmeyer9990@gmail.com

One More Chance Study for Everyone—January 25—Meets 4th Sunday of each month at 10 a.m. in the Library.

Lee Ardell lecardell@gmail.com
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NURSERY CARE IS AVAILABLE
THROUGHOUT SUNDAY MORNINGS
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants to age 4 are invited to our
Nursery which is staffed by professional childcare provid-
ers. Please find that our Nursery is located in the hallway
off of the Gathering Area. An usher or a greeter will be
happy to direct you there.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
FOR ALL AGES

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES START AT 9:45 AM
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

GODLY PLAY—Ages 3—XKindergarten—Room 103—
Godly Play utilizes storytelling of Scripture and spiritual
experience as we watch, listen, wonder, and respond to-
gether. We value the process, we are open to discovery
with the child, and one of our goals is to build community
as we work alongside one another week by week.

ELEMENTARY—Grades 1-5—Room 205—The chil-
dren will explore the FollowMe discipleship practices cur-
riculum from the PCUSA.

YOUTH—Grades 6-12 return soon. They meet in the
Dining Room, watch the calendar for announcements
about Kids Against Hunger packing sessions.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY—Room 204—]Join us from
9:30 to 10:40 a.m. as we seek to deepen our understanding
of God’s faithfulness to all God’s people. In the fall, we
began our study of Isaiah in Volume 2, Prophets, in Dr.
Robert Altet’s The Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commen-
tary (2019). All are welcome.

CHURCH & SOCIETY—Room 201—9:30-10:40 a.m.-
January 11—The State of Presbytery of New Covenant and the
PC (USA) Denomination presented by Rev. Lynn Hargrove
Lynn will provide her annual update on what is going on in
the presbytery and the denomination as a whole. In addi-
tion, the General Assembly of the PC(USA) meets this
summer in Milwaukee, and Lynn will preview some of the
more significant issues and challenges that are likely to be
addressed at this biannual session. Rev. Lynn Hargrove is
the General Presbyter + Stated Clerk for Administrative
Process for Presbytery of New Covenant. “As we seek to
live into our new mission and vision statements, we will be
looking at who we are and what we do as a presbytery. We
are here to offer support to our pastors and congregations
as we navigate a society that seems to be in rapid change.”

January 18—Maternal Health in Times of Instability: The Work
of Second Mile Haiti - Co-Founders Jenn Schenk and Amy
Syres, joined by Board Member and St. Philip member
Alejandra Salinas, will share the realities of providing ma-
ternal healthcare in northern Haiti during a time of nation-
al instability. Second Mile Haiti operates maternity centers
in northern Haiti, a region feeling the ripple effects of na-
tional unrest. As more families flee violence in Port-au-
Prince, our centers ate seeing an increase in displaced
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women and internal refugees seeking safe, reliable care.
Everyday challenges such as supply shortages, transporta-
tion barriers, and the strain on local health systems require
our midwives and medical teams to be adaptable, steady,
and innovative. This session will offer an inside look at how
our team has evolved to keep services running, how we cre-
ate safe spaces for women, and how we integrate holistic
support including postpartum care, newborn follow-up,
nutrition services, and assistance obtaining birth certificates
that open access to school, healthcare, and future opportu-
nities. As we prepare to open our third maternity center, we
will reflect on the resilience we witness every day and the
community-driven solutions that allow mothers and babies
to thrive in extremely challenging circumstances.

January 25—Observing Holocanst Remembrance Day - Sandy
Breisacher Lessig is the daughter of a Survivor and has
served as docent at Holocaust Museum Houston for 30
years. Now a vice chair of the Board of Trustees, she tells
her family’s story combining segments of her father’s video
testimony with narrative and helps other descendants of
Survivors develop their own presentations. She works close-
ly with the survivor/descendant community in Houston
planning programs. She and Mickey Meyer were in the first
class of docents and enjoyed a friendship since meeting
over 30 years ago.

February 1—The Secularization of Medicine Presented by Dr.
Nathan Carlin - Why do doctors say the Hippocratic Oath?
Is this like reciting a religious creed? Is the White Coat Cer-
emony a kind of medical ordination? People from all over
the globe make pilgrimages to places like the Mayo Clinic
and the Texas Medical Center in search of salvation—not
of their souls, but of their bodies. Are cardiologists, oncolo-
gists, and other specialists the secular high priests of our
time? Patients do sacrifice large sums of cash in exchange
for hope. In this class, Nathan Carlin will talk about his new
book, The Secularization of Medicine, in broad and accessible
ways, touching on topics such as existentialism, the meaning
of death, medical-aid-in-dying, and more. Nathan Carlin is
the Director of the McGovern Center for Humanities and
Ethics at McGovern Medical School, where he serves as a
professor and teaches medical students, residents, and other
learners. He has published 12 books. Dr. Carlin is Editor-in
-Chief of the Journal of Medical Humanities. He is married to
Rev. Keatan King. If you would like the Zoom link for the

classes, email: jshartman01@gmail.com.

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL—We have Children’s Chapel
the second and fourth Sundays after Conversation with Chil-
dren. In the Children's Chapel, our young disciples learn the
whos, whats, wheres, whens and whys of worship, while
praying, singing, and hearing God's word at an age-
appropriate level. Children return to join the congregation
in the first few pews on the lectern side of the church for
the last hymn.



2026 CHURCH OFFICERS

ST. PHILIP PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

THE SESSION
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Selena Brinegar Lee Ardell Junius Allen
Kate Burkart Tina Bryan Orlean Anderson
David Castro Sherri Dees Linda Ewing
Ada Fuller Pam Keever Sam Fisher
Kurt Grether Sarah Victorian Amy Morriss
John Hartman Al Waldrop Carrie Pepi
William Howard Denise Wilborn William Rowe
Clerk of Session: John Lemen
Treasurer : Jon Martin
THE DIACONATE
Beth Atkinson David Fox Ann Frautschi
Jane Cooper Joyce Fox Mary Thornton McGuire
Governor Frazier Gary Whitney
THE TRUSTEES
Casey Lambright Pam Taylor Dick Nunn

COMMITTEE LEADERS of ST. PHILIP

EDUCATION
Sarah Victorian, Chair
Sam Fisher

FELLOWSHIP
Ada Fuller, Co-chair
Kurt Grether, Co-chair
Linda Ewing

FINANCE
Al Waldrop, Chair
Junius Allen

MISSION
David Castro, Chair
Tina Bryan
Amy Morriss

PEACEMAKING &
SOCIAL JUSTICE
Denise Wilborn, Chair
Kate Burkart
Orlean Anderson

PERSONNEL
William Howard, Chair
Ada Fuller
Al Waldrop

PROPERTY
Pam Keever, Chair
John Hartman
Junius Allen
William Rowe

STEWARDSHIP
Kate Burkart, Chair
Lee Ardell

WELCOME
& MEMBERSHIP
Selena Brinegar, Chair
Lee Ardell

WORSHIP & MUSIC
Sherri Dees, Chair
Carrie Pepi

ST. PHILIP PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IS A CONGREGATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)



IN OUR PRAYERS

A memorial service for Tom Lewis, who died On December 14, is scheduled for January 10 at 11 AM.

Emily and Julie Estill upon the death of their father Robert on January 1. A memorial service will be announced later.

St. Philippians and their families—Jan Meyer; Joyce Fox; Kay Cash; Emily Estill; Joy Maguire; Bonnie Moore; David
Winship; Bob Ardell; Diane Clarke; Mary Herlitz; Dick Nunn; Nancy E. Johnson; Eleanor Grant; Judy Nunn; Don
Padgett; Arlette Keene; Mezgebe Gebray; Sam Merklein—nephew of Elizabeth Duerr; Kathy Bailey and family-sister

of Peg Palisin; Jo Hadley Smith — cousin of William Rowe; Katie Forbes —daughter of Marise Robbins-Forbes; Ann
Perenyi - mother of Lad Perenyi; and Ann Perkins Cloud — cousin of Stephen Paine.

Homebound — Elizabeth Arp; Beverly Baker; Carolyn Keeble; John Bobbitt; Joan Boelens; Joe Harwood; Kathryn
Harwood; Jan Ostendorf; Joyce Randolf; George and Larraine Scott; Sondra Sullivan; and Mary Sinderson.

Friends of St. Philippians — Greg Anderson —friend of Lorrie Castle; Ann Swanson —friend of Deborah Unruh; Kitty
Manson and family; Sidney Roach, Fatima Robinson, Lori Childers O’Connell, and Joyce Freudenberg— friends of
Stephen Paine; Chris Deflandre—friend of Cara Biddle; Mary Ann Thomas; Erin McDougal and Marianne
Keeswood —friends of Kate Burkart; Elaine Ende —friend of Beth Atkinson; Carter Lindley, Tandi Porter, Audrey
Eubank Harris, Jay Stokes & Anna Domonte, friends of Curt & Sharon Webb; Marianne Hash— friend of Jane Cooper;
Mary Watters and Mindy Cooper-Smith — friends of Bill and Jacqueline Hamilton Taylor; Kenneth and Donna
Benton —friends of William Rowe; Patty Ryan and Tom Barnett — friends of Robin and Gary Willis; and Shirley
Stubblefield — friend of Barbara Runge.

If you have a pastoral care need or a prayer request you would like to share, please email: deacons@saintphilip.net.

Prayer List is a powetful tool for bringing comfort, healing, and peace to those in need. So, let's keep it up to date
and continue to lift up our brothers and sisters in prayer.

CONTRIBUTIONS

Pledge payments, communion gifts and other gifts to support the Church can be made anytime through our website (http://
saintphilip.net/) or sent to the Church Office at 4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056.

To make stock contributions contact Denise Ferrell at denise@saintphilip.net.

The next edition of the Philip-Eye will be available:
Tuesday, February 3—Deadline January 29—12:00 p.m.

Stay connected with regular emails from the pastors until then.

If you have any comments or suggestions for the Philip-Eye, please send them to:
philipeye@saintphilip.net or call 713-622-4807 and ask for Lorrie.
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