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i ‘Peter Rabbit Garden The Friends formed a small sub
S committee to organise the event with Ged, Mary, Kay, Soo
28 and Anne working hard to achieve such a wonderful day. It
was a very emotional day and we were thinking of the
M babies buried here in this beautiful garden and how we were
¥ able to help with many people supporting us along the way.
The garden was blessed by Rev. Andy from St Peters and
| Fr. Paul from Sacred Heart and our President Mary Ovens
. officially opened the garden. We had good weather and
@ beautiful singing from the Paula Odell Singers. Two little
&~ girls Ellie and Millie sang a lovely duet. Looking back on
" what has been achieved since the first baby was interred we
feel very proud that our group could achieve so much albeit
with a great deal of help from many generous people. We welcomed the Mayor of Redcar and
Cleveland Borough Council Councillor Neil Bendelow who spoke warmly about our group and
the benefits of volunteering. We also welcomed our MP Anna Turley who enjoyed the day. The
whole ceremony was kindly filmed by Jonathan Clegg who came forward after our appeal for
a cameraman. The ceremony is available to enjoy on ‘You Tube’. Just write in browser ‘Peter
Rabbit Baby Garden Opens in Redcar’. One of our main funders The Teesside Charity sent a
RN photographer Doug Moody to also capture the

day.

: We were presented W|th a beautlful plaque by

Bowls Club for the use of the room and
i providing bar facilities.

To celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the
cemetery opening in 1874 and our group forming 20 years ago we organised an Exhibition in
the Palace Hub on Redcar seafront. Please see Page 4.

Our Carol Service will be in the cemetery on Sunday 8th December 3pm.




Are you interested in the history of Redcar? In our old section we have the history of Redcar at
o fingertips. We have people resting in our cemetery born thousands of miles away. For
Instance we have WW1 fighter pilot Capt John Allan born in New Zealand, who while flying his
Sopworth Camel crashed on Redcar Lane aged 23. His family were farmers and his mother and
uncle came to see where he crashed and to see his last resting place. They ordered a very
large obelisk for him but unfortunately that fell victim to the rigours of the Redcar weather and
the Group repaired it. The reason | ask s that we have 38 memorial stones in Redcar cemetery
that are at risk of being laid down because they have been found to be in dire need of repair.
All memorials in the old section of the cemetery were tested and some are very large and
weigh a couple of tons so the Council have a responsibility to protect visitors. Unfortunately
records of burials are incomplete, some stretch back into the 19th Century. As a Community
Group we have decided to seek funding for a contractor to repair all 38 memorials to the
correct standard. We need your help though,if you feel your ancestors are among the list

below please contact the Bereavement Services at 01642 774774. We need your permission
and signature to carry out any repairs

Section Numbeﬁ Name | Section| Number| Name Section| Number, Name
M14 24 Burton B12 |23 Anderson | E11 |36 Harrison
S6 22 Southeren c10 3 Sanderson | E17 |15 McElhone
F33 7 Ferguson C12 2 Gilchrist F10 7 Davis
X5 18 Cush C12 18 Wardell F19 8 Walker
Y8 13 Wardlow D7 7 Anderson |S3 26 Friskney
11 S Atkinson D8 8 Mallaby F29 9 Douglas
AS 18 Chamberlain | D8 14 Dobson G1 22 Harris-Nayor
CCs 5 Poulson D11 32 Hepburn H3 3 Clarke
D10 14 McBride D12 21 Robinson |H3 4 Bradley
zZ2 28 Chaney D13 26 Moscrop | 132 1 Leek
M17 12 Can’'tRead | D16 20 Judson J4 24 King
D16 21 Liddle K2 7 Preston
E3 39 Imeson M14 23 Burton

Redcar and Zetland Writers Group —This group is led
. by local author and poet Carmen Marcus assisted by
ks enthusiastic Sharon Chappel. On a visit to the
sicemetery the participants were very

"‘symbols and epitaphs. The group have now taken
- they will take part in an event in the cemetery in

December. An interesting footnote came from these
Wy visits to the cemetery in that Dorman Museum
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man’ Thomas Hudson Nelson is buried in our cemetery. Visitors to the Museum will have seen
the thousands of eggs and stuffed birds. She will keep us up to date on any stories that come
to light on the history of our cemetery.



A very large tree In the old section was blown down
during a very windy storm recently. This crashed into
manother tree and at the time of writing, because of it’'s
"1size we don't know the damage caused to memorial
44 stones. The Council tree squad will remove the tree as
~-1soon as possible. We don’t know whether any damage
has been caused to the cemetery wall. We think the tree

was planted in 1874 when the cemetery was opened.
& Archives reveal a large group of prominent men of the
9 SRR 115 town visited to plant trees around the old section.
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Following on from our last newsletter we have finally completed the enhancement of the baby
memorial Garden in the Old Cemetery. We have added 2 hedgehog and 3 bug hotels to help
small mammals and pollinators over winter in this quiet area, a perfect place to help the wildlife
thanks to Neil who made them. June 3rd to 9th was Volunteers Week celebrating the
invaluable contribution which millions of volunteers make to society every day. We had 4
volunteers, directors and senior managers from RCBC, help us in one of our sessions. They
were a tremendous help, we managed to get the rose border tidied up in no time, thanks to
them. We are very fortunate and thankful to Jackie (Community Champlon) at Tesco for the
donation of so many plants, what a lovely colourful display g8 - DR
they made across the 3 cemeteries. We used some of them §.
to put into our new Tulip Tree garden too. The last 6 weeks
we have worked to tidy up the Remembrance Circle as it was
in a terrible state with weeds and grasses along the rows.
The ground was rock hard and very difficult to work with but
we have persevered and it now looks so much better. Thank §
you to all the volunteer gardeners who work so hard and§ 7 Me B s
give their time to make this special place looking nice. Our next pro;ect is to get a new leaf keep
in our compound built ready for this years autumn fall. At the moment there is a large hornets
nest in the compound and the pest controller has been asked to investigate. If you think you
could help with this or would like to volunteer in some way please do get in touch. Volunteering
is not only what you put in, It's what you get out of it. Now is the time to cut back on both our
‘cottage garden’ which has given us a spectacular show this year thanks to Dot and Kath for
their cultivating skills, and our wild flower area needs cutting and raking off. Many Thanks—
Kay

Four of our ladies accepted a kind offer from Redcar Cleveland College to have a free hair do
which they thoroughly enjoyed.

Ged and Dot attended a specialist tutor day at Middlesbrough College and we were able to
thank the supervisors and Principal for their students doing a excellent job on our ‘tulip tree’
surround. We provided and displayed our own work and the tutors look forward to working with
us again. Pay Back Scheme-The lads have just completed the mammoth task of repainting the
railings in two of the three cemeteries. Our thanks to them and their supervisors. They also
helped in the cemetery on request. The cost of the paint was shared with local Councillors,
RCBC and our group.



'After months of planning our Exhibition was up and

4 running, thanks to James from Tees Valley Arts and his
< 1staff for allocating us the space. The main aim of the

Jexhlbltlon was to celebrate 150 years since the cemetery
L4l opened and 20 years since the ‘Friends Group’' was
I formed. Our main exhibit was the tail piece of a
B ‘Blackburn Kangaroo’ (a WW1 bomber) found in a skip
in the cemetery in 2006, which is dated October
" 1918.Transport of this important artefact was provided
. §from Kirkleatham Museum by workers from Redcar &
M Cleveland Borough Council, thanks to them. We also
8 damaged headstones in the cemetery which in the near
re urgently looking for relatives to get their permission to
ding for this and hope to have a contractor in place soon..
Redfearn, who in 2004 was a ‘Community Coordinator’
P a properly constituted group and who kindly agreed to open the
who got the ball rolling in 2004 by arranging a meeting between
ncillors also attended the opening. In the early days also playing their
who is now our President and West Dyke councillor and Jean White,
h Blott. Back then there was none of this nonsense “the cemetery is
They realised that everyone in Redcar, Dormanstown, Marske, New Marske
e buried or ashes cared for and all their relatives visit the cemetery.

It was good to meet many of the 200 visitors

took the opportunity to highlight the 3
future will have to be laid down. Wea
carry out repairs. We are seeking fun
We were very grateful to Maureen
working with us to set u
Exhibition. Bob Stanway
Council Officials and Cou
part Counc. Mary Ovens
Joyce Benbow and Keit
not in my ward.”
and Warrenby ar
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who came to the exhibition. We asked them to | RIS \URILS ﬁ” _~' J
sign the attendance record and make a (X WART | el )7 1T
comment. One of the comments “Such a lot of . F ;
hard work that has paid off in these wonderful [

developments, art, gardening and local history, |
thanks so much.” From the Palace Hub we moved
on to taking our display to Skelton Library, [t §
thanks to Debbie the librarian and her staff for
making us so welcome .

We were invited to the Cleveland Bay pub by RCBC to highlight the benefits of volunteering
and to show what we have achieved. We also took the opportunity to ask visitors if they felt
damaged headstones should be laid down or repaired. A few visitors thought the Council
should foot the bill. But the majority agreed they should be repaired.

As in previous years on Fathers Day we planned a survey by setting up two tables at the
entrance to the middle and new sections of the cemetery asking visitors what they thought was
important when visiting the cemetery. We offered various items like painted stones which the
group members had painted at our craft sessions. Comments were recorded and visitors
mentioned grass cutting, strimming and use of weed killer were issues to work on. There were
also compliments which was pleasing.

"
gedfleming50@gmail.com 01642 471064 dotahmed@btinternet.com 01642 468349



