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Friends in Christ –  

Our spectacular Montana summer is in full swing, and I 
find myself working and playing outdoors whenever pos-
sible. God’s marvelous works are unfolding in technicolor 
– birds, flowers, mountain peaks and sunsets all sharing 
displays of vibrant celebration. And celebration flows in 

and through our churches as well.  

It seems ironic this season of new life is referred to as “ordinary time” on 
the church calendar. Very little is ordinary about the works taking place in 
our faith community. We continue to celebrate new beginnings with recent 
graduates and find opportunities for connection and fellowship through 
community events and special gatherings. It’s the time of year when I most 
enjoy “listening” – listening to sounds of nature at the crack of dawn and 
listening for God’s desire as my day unfolds. It’s an “extraordinary time” 
when it comes to clergy appointments across our UMC Mountain Sky Con-
ference and beginning anew.  

I’m so grateful for the opportunity to begin serving as your pastor (again – 
YEA!) and must say, Aldersgate UMC has been remarkable in extending 
radical hospitality as I transition to living in Butte. In July we will explore 
ministry in familiar ways, learning from one another, and unfolding our 
call to serve together and grow in God’s grace.  Thank you for inviting me 
into your faith community and welcoming me to serve among you.  I look 
forward to reconnecting with many of you and getting to know new friends 
as we share in ministry together. 

Blessings, 

Sue McNicol 

pastorsuemc@gmail.com 

(406) 782-2425 

2 7 

Worship With Us: 
Aldersgate UMC is bursting with talented speakers, musicians, 
worship leaders and more. Join us each Sunday for community 
connection, spiritual enrichment, and a time of fellowship. Ex-
plore opportunities to join us in mission and ministry. 
  
July 6 – Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-10 – “Keep TRYing!” – Pastor Sue 

July 13 –  Matthew 28:19, John 15:26, John10:30 – “Happy  
Anniversary N.C.” - Chuck Kestle 

July 20 – Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 – “The Lesser of Two  
Weevils” – Pastor Sue 

July 27 – Jyl Duffy 

August 3  – Luke 12:13-21 – “The Richest Hill on Earth” – Pastor 

Sue 

Traveling Soon? Come to Bannack Days July 19-20 and meet our 
neighbors from Grace UMC in Dillon, Montana. 

Grace United Methodist Church Pie Sale - Saturday, July 19 at 
Bannack State Park. 

Join others for church services at the Bannack Church on Sunday, July 
20. Services will be held at 9 AM and 10:30 AM. Celebrate our Meth-
odist heritage in the Cradle of Methodism, Bannack, Montana Territo-
ry. 

For more information go to: https://fwp.mt.gov/stateparks/bannack-

state-park 

mailto:pastorsuemc@gmail.com


March Financials 
Total Spending 
 Year to Date Budget   Year to Date Actual 
  $84,588     $92,206  109% 

Total Giving 
 Year to Date Budget   Year to Date Actual  
  $71,667     $70,406  98% 
 

Giving is ahead of last year and close to budget; however, spending is 
also higher and is exceeding giving. We had some higher insurance ex-
penses, and the final apportionment from 2024 was paid. Trustees are 
under budget, and work is in progress for grants to pay for solar panels 
and a new boiler. We thank you for your continued support of our 
Church. 
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Midweek Lipreaders – a Lay-led Bible study – has 
completed the book “Knowing: Basics of the Faith”. We 
are on hiatus until the new books arrive - hopefully 
soon!   Stay tuned! 

Due to our kitchen remodel, we will be moving the 
Rummage Sale to September 5 & 6. Please hold off 
on donating items until then. 

COFFEE HOUR 
Committees take a break from Cof-
fee Hour during the Summer. There 
is a sign-up sheet at the back of the 
church for those who would like to 
volunteer. 



ears, spits, looks to heaven and sighs.  What’s seems different is that Jesus 
doesn’t rebuke the man’s deafness, he doesn’t pray, and he doesn’t cast out a de-
mon. He just looks to heaven, sighs and says, “BE OPENED."   And then the 
man is healed. 
Which leads to the question, do I, me, Brad really want to be healed?  Do I want 
to be open, or would I prefer to hide behind the really broken people?  Or it 
could mean that I don’t have to hide my brokenness behind someone else’s.  Or 
be afraid that I am not as strong as I think. Or understand that my own need for 
healing is greater than the people I consider “really broken.”  Or that I should be 
open not only to life, but life more abundantly as promised in the scripture. 
Maybe that’s what healing really is.  Maybe it’s not about identifying what’s 
wrong with someone else (or with me) and then being healed, maybe it has more 
to do with being open, than with being cured.  Because sometimes it seems to 
me that healing can actually hurt.  It can feel like a loss as much as it can feel 
like a gain.  Because maybe you have suffered from addiction or illness or dys-
function for so long, you may actually be more comfortable staying that way.  
After all, when you are sick no one expects much from you, and you don’t have 
to do the work to get better.  Or because maybe you are someone who deals with 
so much brokenness and disability in your job or family that you have forgotten 
that you need healing too.   Or maybe you, like me, would rather not admit to 
needing anything from anyone, even Jesus.   Because just maybe if you are 
“opened” you can’t look at the identified problems anymore and say, “I sure am 
glad Jesus healed all those broken people.”  
In a letter to a friend who was struggling with faith, Flannery O’Connor once 
wrote, "What people don’t realize is how much religion costs. They think faith is 
a big electric blanket, when of course it is the cross.  It is much harder to believe 
than not to believe."   
If sometimes you can’t see past all the brokenness and don’t feel like you can 
believe, maybe that’s why Jesus said, “Be opened,” because the least you can do 
is keep an open mind.  Keep it open toward possibility, keep it open toward faith, 
keep it open to healing.  Keep wanting it, keep asking for it, and then just leave 
the rest to God.  
By the way, my pronouns are “ Sinner saved by Grace” 
Amen. 
 

“Be Opened” 
Terri and I were at the Mountain Sky Annual Conference last 
month in Denver and they had this whole big deal about the 
psychology of the church, woke identity politics and disabil-
ity rights.  Which boiled down to some stuff that annoys me 
like, when I speak to the group, I have to say my name is 
Brad Belke and my pronouns are he and his.  And then there 

was other stuff I don’t mind and support like not treating people who have some 
disability or infirmity or other nontypical issue as an “identified problem.”   
Which reminded me of the scripture in Mark Chapter 7, 
31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of 
Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis.[a] 32 There some people brought to 
him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged Jesus to place 
his hand on him. 
33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the 
man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. 34 He looked up to heav-
en and with a deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be 
opened!”). 35 At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and 
he began to speak plainly. 
This scripture always seemed a little odd to me, because the man who was deaf 
didn’t appear to be requesting help, his “friends” did that for him.  As if they 
were using this man’s deafness to be what we discussed at conference, as an 
“identified problem."  Which I understand like this, “Hey Jesus, we, the normal 
people, who are just fine as is, have found this broken guy and brought him here 
so you can fix his problem.”  Because that is how we feel better about our-
selves.  We let the obviously broken people, the street people, the disabled peo-
ple, the addicted people, the violent people carry all the brokenness for us.  It is 
actually a very tolerable system for us because we don’t have to look at our own 
brokenness as long as the people we consider really broken are there and need 
more fixing than we do.   
This identified problem approach allows us to all agree on who the real addict or 
disabled person is and then we can feel better about ourselves.  That is, until Je-
sus shows up and ruins the whole system.  Because as always Jesus does the un-
expected and takes the deaf man away from the crowd.  He removes him from 
that system of judgment.  Then he sticks his fingers in his  
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%207:31-37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24495a

