
 

WEATHER POLICY 

The safety of players, coaches, management and spectators is the primary concern in any weather event that occurs 
during all matches sanctioned by Canada Soccer. By understanding and following the below information, the safety of 
everyone shall be greatly increased. Ultimately, the referee has the final say over delaying or restarting a match due to 
weather. Waiting to stop play or not waiting to start play may result in a serious injury or loss of life. Referees are 
expected to act responsibly when dealing with such events during matches they are controlling. 

This policy provides direction to govern when and how match competitions will proceed under specific weather 
conditions. It has been developed keeping in mind Environment Canada’s definition and recommendations for Extreme 
Heat, as well as Canada Soccer’s Lightning Safety/ Severe Weather policy. 

EXTREME HEAT 

Where the air temperatures (including the humidex) reach the following thresholds one hour prior to the club activities 
the Club is advised to use the following guidelines: 

• Temperature of 32C or lower. All club activities may proceed as normal. 

• Temperature of between 32C and 38C. All club activity may proceed with additional water breaks. For matches 
it is up to the discretion of the referee and/or coaches to provide more than one 2 minutes water breaks per 
half  

• Temperature of 38C or higher. The club may cancel all outdoor club activity. 

RAIN, LIGHTNING AND THUNDER 

• Matches for any age group are not cancelled due to rain (unless directed by City of Woodstock due to field 
closure). Parental discretion should be used to determine participation.  

• In the event of lightning and /or thunder Woodstock FC adheres to the Canada Soccer Lightning Safety/Severe 
Weather Policy. At the first sign of lighting or thunder, the referee shall stop any game in progress whether it 
is raining or not. A siren will be sounded to advise everyone to leave the fields immediately and take shelter in a 
safe location (your car, the building or under the pavilion). Activities must not resume until 30 minutes after the 
last thunder or lightning. (When Thunder Roars Go Indoors!) 

• Parks and Recreation staff for the City of Woodstock have the right to enforce this policy in advance if severe 
weather warnings dictate.  

FIELD CLOSURES 

• Field closures are dictated by the Parks and Recreation department of the City of Woodstock, not the 
Woodstock Soccer Club.  Any decision to close sport fields due to wet conditions is made by the City no later 
than 3:00 pm. Soccer would be cancelled in these instances. Woodstock FC would notify all coaches via email as 
closely to this time as possible and Coaches in turn would inform their players. 

 

 


