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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,
Give a hug

And see the smile...
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With December comes the
beginning of a New Year for the
church. Yes, the church year
does not go through December
31. The Church’s New Year
begins with Advent. Advent
means the arrival of a notable
person, thing, or event as in “the
advent of television”. For us as
Christians, Advent refers to the
arrival of Jesus, God’s Son, as
God Incarnate in a newborn baby
and in our anticipation of Jesus’ 3
second arrival into the world.
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The Church Year is broken
down into seasons, which, as I %
noted above, begins with Advent. &
From there, you are all aware **
that we go into Christmas, but
what you might not know is that
Christmas is celebrated for twelve (12) days and not
just for one day. Depending on the calendar, it may
include one or two Sundays after Christmas Day.

Next comes Epiphany, a season of sudden and
striking realization that this newborn baby just may
be the Messiah, the incarnate God. It is the season
the Gospel of Luke gives us a glimpse into the early
ministry of Jesus, especially the Lord’s baptism,
his presentation, and his transfiguration. Luke also
emphasizes how things change in God’s presence. In
the midst of our lives” turmoil, isolation and distress,
the promise of Christ is an astonishing contradiction.
Through Jesus, we find meaning and hope. And in
the dawn of a new age, Christ calls us to participate in
a community where, despite our differences and our
despair, we are formed to live with one another and all
creation in faith, hope, and especially, love.

After Epiphany comes the journey of Lent. Icallita
‘journey’ and not a ‘season’ because God ordained it by
setting a goal. Ash Wednesday begins the journey in
the w%demess which began at t¥1e beginning of time. It
ends at the Promised Land where God established that
“we are created to experience joy in communion with
God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with
creation.” On our journey, we are invited to travel in a
way that resists evil and resist whatever leads us away
from love of God and neighbor. Lent is our journey
through forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’
death and resurrection.

«Q From the Fastosz Desk: The C!ﬂurclﬂ Year
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. Interesting fact: The word
"Lent" comes from an old English

word  meaning  "lengthen"

because it happens during the

time of year when the days start
to get longer.

Holy Week includes Maundy
'} Thursday which takes us to the
% Last Supper Jesus had with his

| disciples and teaches us that
we should be servants to all.
i Good Friday is a remembrance
. of Jesus’ crucifixion. At the
Easter Vigil, Jesus appears in the

arden to the women, which is
® the foreshadowing of Christ’s

| resurrection appearance on
Easter morning.

Easter is more than just one day. It goes on for six
weeks. During the first three weeks, we encounter
the living Christ through Mary Magdalene, Thomas,
Peter and Paul. These éundays are filled with drama
of discovering and encountering the risen Christ. The
last four weeks of the Easter season help us learn to
dwell in the resurrection as an enduring way of life.

Easter is followed by the Day of Pentecost. It is called
Pentecost because it is fifty (50) days after Easter.
Pentecost is the day we celebrate the giving of the Holy
Spirit or Advocate to accompany us. The Holy Spirit
is poured out in wind and fire, water, wine, and bread
and abides in and among us. It is the day we recognize
that God speaks to all no matter our origins, language,
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or life path.

The liturgical calendar ends with the longest season
of all, which is called The Season after Pentecost. The
color for this season is green which symbolizes growth
— our growth in faith. Throughout this season, we
hear stories of welcome, hospitality, listening, praying,
peacemaking, and rejoicin%:f These stories are meant
to teach us how to live the [ife Christ lived and how to
;fiodlohwfr in his footsteps as we journey together through

s life.

As we begin another year as the body of Christ at
Grace, I look forward to &e challenges and the changes
it will bring, the growth in faith we will make, and
the way in which Christ will be our guide, comforter,
advocator, and sustainer. Happy New Year to all of
you, and I hope you join me on this chosen path of
Christian living.

Blessings, Health, and Happiness for the New Year.

Your Sister in Christ,

Pastor Debbie
1 Pastoral Acts
a

Funer
Bob Arnold passed away on October 16.
The funeral service was officiated by Pastor
Debbie on October 30. He is interred at Red
Lion Cemetery.

Baptisms

Jaime Gaeta was baptized on November 10. He is the
son of John and April Gaeta and grandson of Mark and
Heidi Einsig.

Tom Traina was baptized on November 10. He was
sponsored by Joe Turek.

Pastoral Activities
*Organized and held worship at William Kain Park

on 10/06
*Added a Wednesday evening bible study
*Community Aide meetin
*Organized and held Rebuild retreat with Dr. Rev.
Dave Daubert
*8 home visits
*Helped at Halloween on the Street
*2 hospital visits
*Attended Sharing Pastoral Resources workshop
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Celebrate the Birth o Z
on Christmas Eve
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5:30 p.m. Contemporary,

10:45 p.m. Late Night *
Traditional Service
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It seems The Beacon got ahead of the Council
minutes. The proper procedure is to publish the
approved meeting minutes each month, which means
we report the minutes from two months ago due to
the Council meeting monthly. We have accidentall
been publishing unapproved meeting minutes. V\Zz
%E;}ogize for any mistakes we may have reported.

is means, we will not have a Council article this
month so we are back on track. Fortunately, we have
the Annual Congregation meeting to report this month
instead. See ‘Congregation Meeting Highlights' on page
3 for that article.

MAKING ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
EVANGELISTIC

Many churches do a variety of things during Advent
and Christmas. It is a time when people are looking
for church activities. Many churches have community
meals for folks who have nowhere else to go. As we
invite folks to the church for activities: What if? What
if we asked them about their lives, listened to their
stories, heard about their faith, their joys and their
sorrows, and also told them who we are, why we
serve? What if we told them about Jesus?

Luke 2:20 reads, “The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God ]ﬁ(l)_lr all they had heard and seen.” We
imagine them telling everyone gﬁf’ met the amazing
story of the birth of Jesus. How will we share the story
in this season? Here is a beginning list of ideas — and
we hope you might add to it:

® Take worship or a carol sing to places in your
community — a nursing home, a park, a hospital, a
fire or police station, a mall, a pub or a community
gathering.

* Go to places to listen to people — to their joys and
sorrows, laments and struggles — and tell of Jesus’
welcome and comfort.

e Stage a live nativity or a Christmas walk, telling the
story of the Word become flesh.

* Bless people — find ways to pronounce a blessing
upon the people being served at a community dinner
or food distribution and pray for/with them.

e Invite friends or other family members to serve
with you.

* Post invitations on social media, or send or hand
out invitations. Check out the free Christmas
Communications resources from the ELCA.

e Invite all the people you encounter to come to
worship on Christmas Eve/Christmas Day.

* Ask people to tell you the story of their faith
journey — find ways to invite them into further
conversations.

* Recruit a listening team to accompany workers

so some are serving and others are listening to those
being served.

This article was taken from the ECLA website: https://
resources.elca.org/evangelism/christmas-evangelism/



CONGREGATION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

We opened with a big thank you to the outgoing
members of council: Scott Hildebrand, Suzanne
Yendall, and Joe Turek. New members are Jane Coy,
Larry Ervin and Tom Traina.

Sale of the Grand Piano

After some discussion, it was decided the sale of the
piano feels too rushed and the current offering price
too low. Regarding repairing it to get a higher sale
price, the only offer so far was more expensive than
what would result in profit. A number of members felt
it was a good investment, and we were not certain what
the outcome should be. Others felt we need to clarify
what the focus of investing in the piano would be.
There was also the issue of already coﬁected donations
to repair the piano of approximately $2000. It was
uncertain what would happen to that money already
collected if the piano were to be sold. In the end the
congregation voted to table the sale of the piano until
more information could be gathered.

ReBuild Report

The ReBuild seminar was reported on. The focus of
ReBuild is about defining God’s purpose for us as The
Church and keeping our church family united. To do
so, we need to be financially viable. However, we are
still working towards defining what our purpose is.
There will be more to come.

The Budget
The proposed budget for 2025 is as ‘barebones’ as

Eossib e. We have cut back on community outreach
ecause it has been diverted to other areas such as
Mission and Discipleship. We are working towards
new and different fundraising opportunities for any
special projects to kee% the budget as small as possible.

e are continuing to be in a significant deficit, which
has been the case for years. Sadly, many of the bank
accounts we have been relying on to keep us going
have now run dry, and we are barely solvent.

e — e

DISCOVERY AND CONNECTION
SCHEDULE

Discovery and  Connecting
. sessions are meeting from 10 - 10:30
a.m. Everyone is invited to share in
the lessons that are presented. For
December, all classes will meet in
the Welcome Center for our Advent
lessons on The Jesse Tree. They will
take place on Dec.1, 7, 15, 22, and
29. See you there.
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We still have several restricted trusts, but the
documents that detail those trusts are lost. The
restricted trusts are a combination of bequests. Andrea
Stanley volunteered to help sort them out. Liquidation
of trusts typically takes at least a year. After a long
discussion regarding our financial future, it was
su%ﬁested that we table the vote on the 2025 budget
until we do more work with the ReBuild process. Itis
hoped that if we can define our purpose, we can then
see how we should budget our funds towards that
purpose. We then voted that we would come together
again by the end of January to vote a plan for finances
for 2025. Until then, the current budget would be
extended.

Tough Decisions
*We need to create our direction and guiding

principles as a Body.

*This will lead to making decisions about how we
spend our money. We will need to make creative and
less than ideal decisions, such as possibly sharing our
pastor or merging with another congregation. Staff
trimming may also be necessary.

*We also need to consider the building and if we as
The Church need to have a different vision regarding
the space we are currenﬂ?y in. Does that mean altering
or even changing spaces?

*A critical need is for people to volunteer more to give
time and talents to assist with decisions and helping
with making Grace Lutheran a community that shares
the work.

If we are doing God’s work, He will provide us with
the means to continue, but we have to be open-minded
to possibilities even if they may not be what we as
humans think is best. Joe closed the meeting saying to
please ask if gou donot understand,dpray for guidance
and we will be at our best as God'’s disciples.

T T e e . T —

WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

‘Angeles in the Air’ A collection of
beautiful mobiles donated by Rev.
Stephany Sechrist, and others from Grace
Lutheran Church.

As the line from a 19th century
children’s prayer says, “Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John. Bless the bed that I lie
on, Four Angels to my bed, Four Angels
| round my head.”
' Angles are everywhere, if we could only

see tlgqem. For thousands of years these
dazzling creatures of light have been seen as God's
messengers, sent from heaven to guide and protect us
here on earth.

Their miraculous powers and radiant presence have
long served as models of holy perfection, and have
inspired the greatest artist of history to portray the
purity, richness, and complexity of the angelic order.




BOOK CLUB

This month being December,
we may or may not hold a
meeting, but we are reading
the novel, The Women by
| Kristen Hannah. We have been
! on the waitlist for this book for
months and it is so fitting we

o were gifted an early Christmas
present to read it. In fact, our librarian even wrapped
our books in a gift wrap to symbolize our enthusiasm
for reading. If you are wondering why there is such
a demand for the book, this is what goodreads.com
gives as a summary of the book:

Women can be heroes. When twenty-year-old
nursing student Frances “Frankie” McGrath hears
these words, it is a revelation. Raised in the sun-
drenched, idyllic world of Southern California and
sheltered by her conservative parents, she has always
prided herself on doing the right thing. But in 1965, the
world is changing, and she suddenly dares to imagine
a different future for herself. When her brother ships
out to serve in Vietnam, she joins the Army Nurse
Corps and follows his path.

As green and inexperienced as the men sent to
Vietnam to fight, Frankie is over- whelmed by the
chaos and destruction of war. Each day is a gamble of
life and death, hope and betrayal; friendships run deep

and can be shattered in an instant. In war, she meets— -

and becomes one of —the lucky, the brave, the broken,
and the lost.

But war is Just the beginning for Frankie and her
veteran friends. The real battle lies in coming home to
a changed and divided America, to angry protesters,
and to a country that wants to forget Vietnam.

The Women is the story of one woman gone to war,
but it shines a light on all women who put themselves
in harm’s way and whose sacrifice and commitment
to their country has too often been forgotten. A novel
about deep friendships and bold patriotism, The
Women is a richly drawn story with a memorable
heroine whose idealism and courage under fire will
come to define an era.

We are tentatively planning for our usual 3rd
Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Welcome
Center (December 19). However, we are also realistic
about weather and holiday
madness, so we may table our
discussion to January. Either
way, please feel free to join us
if you love reading and talking
about good books. See Geri
Jacobs or Jen Rudolf for a copy of
the book. Geri is our liaison to
the York County Library System,
and hooks us up with our books
FOR FREE! :

GRACEFUL WOMEN

The Graceful Women
December meeting will
be held on Thursday,
December 5 at 7:00 p.m.
You are welcome to come
to our time of fellowship
and holiday celebration. !
Bring some cookies and
a $5 gift to share and join
in the fun!

ERMA'’S INSPIRATIONS

This monthly column is inspired by Erma Grim. She has a
life-long interest in Christian inspirational messages, and has a
large collection from various sources. Currently, The Beacon is
working through a book owned by Erma entitled: Between-Time
Meditations by Samuel F. Page and published by The Bethany
Press, St. Louis, MO in 1954

We thank t

for sleep

| With peacé and rest;
+ We thank thee for home

| So richly blessed;
., We thanlsthee for good
You give each day; *

We thank thee for friends
Along the.way.

K]

God help us to live
This day for thee;

I'have™d ’
God help us to know
That thou art near.
Amen.

WemE Go Beceive Ghe Bedeon
Electronicelly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We'll take care of the rest.




THE NOTEBQOKS OF JAMES HAZEIWOOD
Creativity as Healer forthe Soul
This monthly feature is from the website: https://www.jameshazelwood.net/newsletter and is a subscription (it’s free) newsletter
where Bishop Hazelwood “circumambulates around a topic involving gritty Christian Mysticism, the Depth Psychology of Carl Jung
and contemporary Post-Secular society. For more, checkout the website.

Could it be something we need
individually and collectively? |
Creativity "is one of the most:
remarkable medicines during times
of crisis. Why do people delight in
making a new recipe, designing a
building, painting a landscape, or
starting" a new company or project?
The creative impulse 1s central to being
human. In a time of crisis, perhaps we
need to turn to creativity.

Steven Pressfield describes The Artist's Journey
as a parallel to the Hero/Heroine's Journey of time
immemorial. The initial call is to create something, be
it a painting, a new company, or even the decision to
have children. The journey can be about any new act
of creation.

Photographer and form Pastor Sean Tucker, describes
this as a human impulse to resist the chaos and entropy
of life by creating something new and injecting
order into the universe. Whatever the motivation,
we respond to a call to make. As we embark on the
journey to write the novel, paint the portrait, or mold
the clay into a beautiful vase, we inevitably encounter
obstacles, challenges, and roadblocks. Unavoidably,
many metaphorical sea monsters arise from the depths
to derail our Zourney. These challenges tempt us to
surrender. But keep 'in mind that these obstacles are
signs of your progress. They wouldn't need to appear
if you hadn't started this journey. "Embrace them as
teachers rather than enemies,” the Jungian Analyst
Paul Sanderson once told me.

Along the journey, we experience an almost death-
like moment. Why did I even begin this project? What
a waste of time! This new venture is killing me? I wish
I'd never started. But the call to create continues to
be the voice in our heads and hearts. That new thing,
work of art, or person still resonates inside, yearning to
be born. Soon, there is a breakthrough. Maybe at that
very moment, you are about to give up. Something
changes; a companion comes with fresh eyes or a sense
of humor, and suddenly, you hear the voice callin
clearer than ever. You }lleam something new, finis
your work of art, and deliver it to the world.

As I approached retirement this past summer, I was
captivated by the idea of resurrectinglmy photography

ractice. In 1975, I convinced my father to drive me to

rank's Highland Park Camera in nearby Pasadena,
California, to purchase a 35mm Canon” camera. In
June, it had been 12 years since I made photographs
consistently and with intentionality. I knew I wanted
to return to my love of the game. One evening, an idea
came to me for a Photo a Day project. In brief, I would
capture an im:}ﬁlﬁ and lfOSt one picture dai(liy. In the
end, instead of Photo a Day 365 days a year, I dialed the
expectation back to 350 days in a year, thus giving me
room for an occasional day off. Since%ﬁne, I've posted a
new photograph almost every day. The expectation of
creating an image daily can be somewhat demanding,
but it's forcing me to work on my craft and, most
importantly, stay on the creative journey.

An apocryphal story told in the art
education world reveals a worthwhile
lesson. The tale involves a challenge
in two _different pottery classes to
create the perfect vase. One teacher
L instructed her students to make the
 perfect vase. They would work on that
single vase the whole semester with a
singular goal of making it perfect. The
-other class took a differen a{Jproach.
" Their instructor invited them to "make
as many vases as possible daily. Just keep making vases
eve ay, don't worry about making it perfect, kee
making vases." The second class produced hundreds
of clay vases of all manner of shapes and sizes. The
fist class labored to make their one vase. At the end of
the semester, both classes brought forth a single vase
to present. It was the second group that II))ro uced a
perfect vase. The moral of the story could be “practice
makes perfect.”

Why do we need art? )
David H. Rosen, author of Transforming Depression:

Healing the Soul through Creativity, wrote about his
work with patients. I read his words wondering if
nurturing the creative might be healing for not only
individuals in pain but also our collective societal
anxiety, grief, and depression.

I worked with patients suffering from depression. I
encouraged, supported, and cheered on their use of
drawing, writing, and painting images, dreams, and
concepts as a way to help bridge a healthy connection
with an inner life, in what Ann Ulanov once called "a
conversation with the Self/Soul."

. Albert Camus's Myth of Sis Ehus, the moment,
lets go and turns around to watch his rock roll. This
is the creative moment when he can see all of hades,
the moment when he is restored sufficiently to go on
living. Albert Camus found in this moment, this image
meaning in life — meaning that draws new vistas to
draw the individual forth with energy to continue his
or her life task.

One more thought before I let you go. Rick Rubin
has produced some of the leading musicians of our
time including Johnny Cash, LL Cool ] and Aerosmith.
That's quite a range. The man looks like a cross
between the guru Ram Daas and a lead guitarist for the
band ZZ Top. He speaks and writes like one as well. A
musician friend recommended his book, The Creative
Act: A Way of Being. I thought I'd blast through it,
but it's more of a devotional book, especially for those
suspicious of traditional religious language—two
quotes to send you on your way this week. It sits next
to m}f bed and serves as my creative devotional each
day. Two quotes for you.

"The ability to look deeply Is the root of creativity. To
see past the ordinary and mundane And get to what
might otherwise be invisible."

"We tend to think of the artist’s work as the output. The
real work of the artist s a way of being in the world.



FIBER ARTS GROUP PROJECT

ol

These are some of the women from our Fiber
Arts group at Grace who helped make 85 hats for
kindergarten kids at Mazie Gable elementary school.
The hats will be donated to the kids to be left at school
for recess time and then each child will be able to take
one home at the end of the year. Come on out and join
us once a month either to work on your own project or
learn a new skill. We have everything from cross stitch,
knitting, crochet, plastic canvas, spinning, and more.

We are having one
service on December
29 at 10 a.m. with

Fellowship before
worship af 9:30 a.m.

Each month, The Beacon reports who is ~I l
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary. @&
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tk@ December’s flowers:
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* 01 -The Glory of God
;*08 ~In memory of Sandy & Joe Stauffer
. & in honor of Donna & Sterling

- Krout by Sara, Maggie, Kelly & Jud
‘ Stauffer
" 15 - In memory of Bernice & Clark
@ Jacobs by the Jacobs family
.+ 22 & 25 - In memory of Cheslin & Lottie
™ 05 Wagner by Dean & Linda Anderson
o Lol

-the pedestal flowers are in memo

of Dick Rhine by his wife & famil
29 - The glory of God and in thankfuly
k% hearts to our Lord
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LUTHERAN CAMPING

December 7 — Advent Day Apart from
9:00 am. to 2:00 p.m. at the Whittel
Farm. In the busyness and bustle of
this season, we invite you to take time
for reflection, contemplation, silence,
and stillness. With hope, we will spend
some time enjoying the outdoors, too.

December 14 from 9:30 am. to 4:00 p.m. at
Kirchenwald. A retreat and learning day for trusted
ambassadors to nurture/inspire BIPOC, LGBTQIA2S+,
and immigrant leaders from Christian communities to
find healing in creation at our camps and be empowered
to encourage others to do the same.

December 22 from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Whittel Farm.
Advent/Christmas in the Barn. Join us for an intimate
evening of scripture, hymns and songs, prayers and
joyful music. We gather in the barn around a manger
for this annual tradition, with candlelight, hot cocoa

and cookies.
December *
Celebrations’ -

Birthdays .
02- Grant Stanley 15- Cindy Strobe

02- Sharon Stein 16- Blaine Howi

03- Carol Coeyman 17- Josie Flo

03- Grayson Frey 17- Jamie Golden

05- Keith McCle 18- Angie Kicas
05- Emeline Osterhaus 18- Krista Kiehner
05- Ofelia Osterhaus 18- Gary Krout

06- Jessica Johnston
07- Scott Hildebrand
07- Madison Ruth
08- Carolyn Noll

08- Andrea Sprenkle
11- Karen Traina

13- Jennifer Golden
13- Kevin Shaffer

21- Markley Krout
21- Brayden Krout
21- Samuel Hont
25- The Holy Child
26~ Chris Jacobs
29- John Jones

29- Amy Shoffner
31- Paul Vigna

o » - k»’ml Y
Ww&/mﬂ Anniversaries e o
26- Dee & Tom Kerr s "’#‘% L
27-David & Shelley Fishel = # "% 43.

*We strive to keeﬁ these lists accurate. Please help
us by calling the office to remove or add names.
-Thank you

4 II}pg,Be%gon is brought to you

ifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer -
'\ Ellen Warntz, Proofreader =
. UDeeKerr,{Proofreader; " ;
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