
May 2026 

 
When we think of important 
times in the church year, we 
usually think of Christmas and 
Holy Week, especially Easter.  
But May also has important 
religious days. 
 

The first is Ascension Day, 
which falls on a Thursday, forty days after Easter.  
This is when the Resurrected Jesus finally ascends to 
heaven.  However, before ascending, Jesus says the 
following: “I am sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in [Jerusalem] until you have 
been clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) 
 

The next important religious day in May is Pentecost 
Sunday, which comes ten days after Ascension Day, 
or fifty days after Easter.  That’s why the Easter sea-
son is always fifty days.  Pentecost Sunday this year is 
May 24th.   
 

Pentecost Sunday marks the coming of the Holy Spirit 
to the disciples, as promised by Jesus before his As-
cension.  In Acts, chapter two, it says, “When the day 
of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 
place.  And suddenly from heaven there came a sound 
like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit…”  This day marks the birth of the church, as 
the disciples of Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
carry on in the world as the body of Christ. 
 

The Sunday after Pentecost Sunday is called Trinity 
Sunday.  Now graced by the Holy Spirit, Christians 
carry on, generation after generation, as Trinitarians: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

May you have a blessed May, as we celebrate our 
God, three in one. 

 

SATURDAY, MAY 2 at 3:00 

Heifer Project Sunday 

Heifer Fair raises an ARK+ for 
2026 ! 
  
The Heifer Fair held April 26, 
2026 has raised   $16,123 so far 
for Heifer Project International, 
fighting to stop world hunger. 

 
We have raised THREE ARKS for 2026. 

**See page 2 for more excitement! 
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Heifer Project Gift Fair 
 

St. Peter’s raised THREE Arks!  
Each $5,000 gift is deemed an "Ark" because it ensures 

animals and training for an entire community! 
This is the first time the congregation has ever raised three 

ARKS in one year! 
This is the 28th  year that the congregation will 

have  contributed at least one ark.   
Really an amazing record of support and success! 

 
Cumulative gifts from St Peter’s to Heifer project since 1984 total more than $249,000! 

Congratulations to the congregation for your generosity. 
  

Creating Change!   
For 79+ years Heifer's cornerstones have empowered people to change their lives. 
Working in 125 countries to attain sustainable livelihood through community owned  
interventions. 
Heifer has helped 30 million families lift themselves out of hunger and poverty. 
Still more to do, 1 Billion people still live in extreme poverty. 

  
The St Peter’s Heifer Mission team consists of many members, who 
perform wonderful and vital work out of the limelight but with so 
many congregation members involved we are thankful the continued 
support of the Mission.  Special thanks to Sewing Circle Members 
who hosted the Fellowship time on Heifer Sunday and to Kat Bow-
man,  Pete Warner Emily Gorge and Dick Sherman for their creative 
musical support. 
  
If you still want to donate to Heifer it is not too late, please make 
your check payable to St Peter’s and be sure your check has Heifer on 

the memo line so it can be properly credited. 
Thank you for your wonderful support of Heifer Project International and all the mission teams at St Peter's. 
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Call for Grads 

It’s that time of year again and we are gathering 

the names of graduates.   

We would like to recognize the accomplishment 

of all high school, vo-

cational school, and 

college Graduates in 

the June Beacon and 

June worship. 

.On May 31st, after 

worship and some time 

for fellowship, Pastor 

Doug will offer another 

monthly Bible 

study.  The title for that 

Sunday's session is, "A Quick Dig into Every-

thing You've Always Wanted to Ask about Our 

Faith," Bible Study will conclude no later than 

noon. 

Confirmation Sunday 

On May 17th, Ryan and Chase Nicholson will be 
confirmed.  After months of weekly classes, 
Ryan and Chase will confirm for themselves the 
baptism vows first spoken 
by their parents, and also 
receive their first  
Communion. 
 
God bless them both in this 
important rite of passage! 

Keystone Conference UCC  
Celebrates 

 
 
Starting January 1st of this year, the entire state 
of Pennsylvania became a conference in the 
United Church of Christ.  Previously, our state 
was divided into four conferences or regional 
bodies. 
 
The first spring meeting of the newly formed 
Keystone Conference, beginning on June 5th, 
will have a celebratory feel, as we gather at 
Millersville University.   
 
As part of the celebration, many of the 512 con-
gregations have submitted a photo by their al-
tars, with a white candle lit in each photo, sym-
bolically declaring our oneness.  
We have submitted the photo above. 
 
May God bless our new Keystone Conference! 

What Is Memorial Day and Why Do 

We Observe It? 

Memorial Day is a national observance dedicated to 

honoring the men and women of the armed forces who 

died while serving our country. (In contrast, Veterans 

Day honors all who have served, both living and  

deceased.)  

Originally known as "Decoration Day," the tradition 

involved decorating the graves of the dead to pay  

tribute to their sacrifice. In 1868, May 30th was  

designated as the official day to commemorate those 

who died in the Civil War. 
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SPRING CLEAN UP 
Thank you to all of the volunteers who came out 

on Saturday, April 11th to help 

make the grounds of St. Peter’s 

beautiful for Spring! 

Volunteers included: 

Scott Raichle 

Pete Warner 

Albert Wachsmuth 

Chris Maguire 

Pastor Doug 

Mark, Kristie and Austin Meyers 

Scott Maguire 

Fred Wookey III 

Herman Nieuwenhuizen 

 

SEWING CIRCLE NEWS  

 

LAST MEETING: 

The Sewing Circle’s last meeting of the 
year will be on May 13th in Fellowship 
Hall. Join us any time after 10:30 am.  

 

SUMMER PICNIC: Wendy Sherman 
will be hosting the June picnic at her 
home on June 10th. More details to  
follow in the June Beacon. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEIFER SUNDAY 

The Women of the Sewing Circle, along with members of 
our church family, provided the desserts for Heifer Fair. A 
huge thank you to everyone who helped to make it such a 
wonderful day. 

 

    

Don’t forget, you can easily give your offering to 
St. Peter’ on line by scanning this QR code 
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JUNE HIGHLIGHTS 
7: Celebration Sunday: Outdoor Service 

28: Pastor on vacation. Rev. Kevin McLemore preaching 

ANNA MAE MOORE 
 
Anna Mae passed away on April 9, peacefully in her sleep at the 
age of 96. 
 
There will be a service held for Anna Mae on Saturday, May 16th.  
Visitation Hour 10:00 am-11:00 am The service will be held at 
11:00 am, with a brief interment in the cemetery, followed by a 
luncheon in Fellowship Hall. 

Dylan Smiley            5/1 

Susan Hanson            5/7 

Carlos Martini                   5/8 

Julia Beatty            5/9 

Jacqui Cornog                    5/9 

Chett Breiling             5/11 

Kristen Wookey             5/15 

Reagan Basile                    5/15 

Meg Zaro            5/16 

Ashlee Bradbard               5/16 

Allen Barry            5/16 

Haley Smith                       5/19 

Shawn Nordhoff           5/20 

Trevor Johnson              5/22 

Thomas Page            5/23 

Doug Yeakle           5/24 

Jenny Osborne            5/25 

Christy Bullard            5/25 

Dave Wise Jr.                    5/25 

Bennett Nordhoff              5/25 

Scott Barry            5/27 

Pam Booraem            5/28 

Courtney Sproule               5/28 

Blake Boden                       5/28 

Lena Duffield           5/29 

Rebecca Nieuwenhuizen   5/30 

Debbie Spranger            5/30 

May Birthdays 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Scott and Kathy Barry 
David and Victoria Cagliola 
TJ and Diane Dunn 
Charles and Virginia Garber 
Scott and Cindy  Maguire 
Tom and Sandy Raichle 

Marriages 

On Saturday, March 28th,  

Mackenzie Wookey and Greg 
Harvey were married in   

St. Petersburg, FL. 

On Saturday, April 18th, Claire E. 
Wilson and Jack K. Goodman were 
married at the Pennsylvanian in 
Pittsburgh. 



Page 6 Our Prayer List 
Annette Noce, JoAnn Thomson’s mother 

       Austin Myers 
       Barbara Broyles, friend of the Wachsmuths   
       Connie Hershey, friend of Micki and Alyssa Menkins 
       Charlie Fishman, Pete Warner’s Nephew and Godson 
       Charles and Virginia Garber 
       Danielle Smith, friend of Sarah Hackman 

Debbie Rittenhouse, mother-in-law of Mitchell Warner 
Dr. Michael J. Ward 
Ernie P., friend of Dee McClimon 
Fred Schilling, husband of a friend of Kathy Krasley 
Friends and family of Annamae Moore 
Friends and family of Sharon Basile, Jennifer Basile’s mother-in-law 

      Gayanne Loring, sister of Dawna DeRosa 
       Heidi Kieffer, daughter of Eric Johnson’s cousin 
       Jeff Johnson, Co-worker of Eric Johnson 
       Jeanine Leber, friend of Alyssa Menkins 

Jennifer Osborne 
Jim Smith, Denise Harlow’s brother 

       Karl Longenbach, friend of Deb Wetty  
       Kevin Cochran, friend of Maureen and Fred Wookey 

Laura Dick 
Linda Chernek, friend  of Deb Wetty  
Lisa, cousin of Eric Johnson 
Pat Cline, mother of Cindy Warner 
Paul Pascale, friend of the McClimons 
Paula Benjamin, Sister-in-law of Eileen Biddle 
Penny, friend of Linda Johnson 
Richard Merryman 
Richard, friend of Dee McClimon 
Sally Kramer, Cherri Romano’s sister 
Sandy C., Friend of Dee McClimon 
Sandy McKeever, Maureen Wookey’s Sister in law 

       Sandy Pereni, Joyce Rosen’s sister  
       Sonja Wheelan 
       Sue and Jeff, Linda Johnson's sister and brother-in-law 
       Tara Cantello, friend of Denise Harlow 
       The Frost Family, friends of Sarah Hackman 
       Tracey Knox, cousin of Kathy Krasley 
       Travis McClimon 
       Virginia Lawrence 
 
        

 Church Staff  

 

Rev. Douglas Hanson,  

Pastor  

Kat Bowman, 

Director of Music and Organist 

Jill Cook, 

Church Secretary 

Deborah Wetty,  

Nursery Attendant  

Debbie Wolk,  

Bookkeeper  

Herman Nieuwenhuizen  

Cemetery Manager 

 
Church Officers 2026 
President of Congregation –  
Jim Phillips 
 
Secretary of Congregation –  
Kathleen Wachsmuth 
 
President of Consistory –  
Pete Warner 
 
Secretary of Consistory –  
Sarah Hackman 
 
Elders  

Cindy Maguire- Chair 

Peter Wilson 

Scott Raichle 

 
Deacons  

Sarah Hackman – Chair 
Cheryl Nicholson 
Pete Warner 

 
Trustees  

Mark Myers - Chair 

Albert Wachsmuth 

Dave Wise 


