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NCC UPDATE: LEGISLATIVE WINS AND PLANT NOT PLASTIC MOMENTUM

The National Cotton Council (NCC) is continuing to advance initiatives that support cotton producers
and help strengthen demand. One of NCC's top legislative priorities is the Buying American Cotton
Act (BACA), which continues to gain support in Congress. BACA would create a transferable tax
credit for cotton products sold in the U.S., with credit values tied to the amount of U.S. cotton
content and the level of U.S.-based cotton processing.

NCC also supports key benefits in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA), which was passed and
sighed into law in 2025. The legislation raises the seed cotton reference price to 42 cents per pound
beginning with the 2025 crop, strengthening the Price Loss Coverage safety net for producers.
Beginning with the 2026 crop, OBBBA increases support for crop insurance by raising the
Supplemental Coverage Option and Enhanced Coverage Option to 80 percent. It also increases the
upland cotton marketing assistance loan rate to 55 cents per pound and raises the Pima loan rate to
$1.00 per pound. The bill lifts Economic Adjustment Assistance for Textile Mills to 5 cents per pound
and doubles USDA commodity trade promotion funding. These are important steps toward
rebuilding global demand for U.S. cotton and cotton products, and these are wins that growers and
the Council have pursued for years.

At the same time, NCC continues to build momentum for its Plant Not Plastic campaign, which
highlights cotton as a natural
fiber as consumers’ awareness
of the microplastics issue and its
relation to synthetic materials
continues to rise. The campaign
has seen strong results with
earned coverage across
business, agriculture, blogs and
top-tier news publications with
a combined reach of more than
142.3 million in the United
States. The campaign expands
cotton’s reach beyond
agriculture and keeps cotton
front and center in broader
consumer conversations.

Together, these efforts will
continue to help strengthen
demand, support producers,

, Many attendees from the Cotton Belt, including NCC Chairman Nathan
and support cotton’s

- ) Reed, wore red “BACA” hats to underscore support for the Buying
competitiveness in the American Cotton Act (H.R.7230/5.1919) at President Trump's National
marketplace. Agriculture Day event.
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Arizona agriculture took center
stage in May as U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture Brooke Rollins
announced the USDA's Great
American Cotton Plan at Post
Farms in Marana. The Arizona
Cotton Growers Association was
honored to receive an invitation to
attend the event and participate in
~ discussions surrounding this
= S important initiative.
Prior to the announcement, Congressman Juan Ciscomani, Secretary Rollins, and SBA Administrator
Kelly Loeffler hosted a roundtable discussion with 10 Arizona producers representing cotton, cattle,
dairy, and tree nut production. The discussion provided federal leaders with a firsthand look at the
challenges facing Arizona agriculture and rural communities.

Producers spoke candidly about the difficult economics of farming and ranching, including rising
input costs, water scarcity, the conversion of productive farmland to renewable energy projects and
other development, and uncertainty surrounding the future of family operations. Several participants
guestioned whether the next generation will be willing or able to continue farming under current
conditions. Federal leaders acknowledged the significant headwinds facing agriculture, including
trade disruptions, declining profitability, land conversion, and broader challenges within the farm
economy. Participants emphasized the need for long-term solutions that create market
opportunities and economic stability for producers.

Following the roundtable, Secretary Rollins formally unveiled the Great American Cotton Plan, a
USDA initiative designed to strengthen the U.S. cotton industry through increased domestic
consumption, expanded trade opportunities, improved risk management tools, support for domestic
textile manufacturing, and greater recognition of cotton's value as a natural fiber. Together, these
efforts aim to create stronger demand for American-grown cotton and support the long-term
viability of U.S. cotton production.

The plan also elevates the National Cotton Council's Plant Not Plastic campaign, which promotes
cotton as a natural, renewable, and biodegradable alternative to petroleum-based synthetic fibers.
For Arizona growers, this represents an important opportunity to tell cotton's story beyond the farm
gate. Growing consumer demand remains one of the most effective ways to strengthen the cotton
industry and create lasting value throughout the supply chain. Perhaps it's time to fill in the blank:
"Real Wear Cotton." We'll continue carrying that message here at home through
"Real Arizonans Wear Cotton," connecting consumers with the fiber grown in their own communities
and reminding them that cotton is the natural choice. Every consumer who chooses cotton over
synthetic alternatives helps support Arizona farm families, American manufacturing, and a more
sustainable future.
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A NEW CHAPTER FOR ACRPC REQUESTING INPUT ON

For more than 40 years, the Arizona Cotton Research & RESEARCH PRIORITES
Protection Council (ACRPC) has played a vital role in As preparations begin for the 2027
protecting and advancing Arizona cotton. Created State Support Grant Program, we are
through the vision and leadership of Arizona cotton seeking input from Arizona cotton
growers, the Council was established to fund research, producers and industry stakeholders to
pest management, and industry protection efforts help identify the research priorities that
through grower-supported bale assessments. matter most to our industry.

Over the years, ACRPC has helped eradicate boll weevil What research areas should receive
and pink bollworm, supported cotton breeding funding to best support the future of
programs tailored to Arizona's unique growing Arizona cotton? Are there emerging
conditions, advanced aflatoxin mitigation through the challenges or opportunities that
AF36 program, and monitored emerging pest threats. warrant additional attention?

Today, those efforts remain as important as ever in
protecting the long-term viability of Arizona cotton.

Your insights are critical in helping the
State Support Committee establish
Like many agricultural organizations, ACRPC is currently | research priorities and identify projects

navigating a period of transition. Financial, operational, that will provide meaningful benefits to
and organizational challenges have created a need for producers.

renewed focus and strategic direction. Changing Please take a few moments to

market conditions, including increased competition in complete the questionnaire by June 19.
product lines such as AF36, require the Council to find Your participation will help guide
innovative ways to fulfill its mission while operating funding decisions and contribute to the
within the framework of a state agency. development of high-priority research
Despite these challenges, there is reason for optimism. projects aimed at improving efficiency,

addressing production challenges, and
enhancing the profitability of Arizona
cotton producers.

New and continuing Council members alike are
stepping up, asking thoughtful questions, and focusing
on the future of the organization. There is a shared
commitment not only to maintaining the Council's

important work, but also to helping it evolve to meet the State Support Questionnaire
H H Listed bebow ane & number of resesdch cabegories that the ADGA Sate Support
needs of Arizona cotton producers in the years ahead. skl pm i ccopoatas- el it rrlas
priorities, and provide updated 1opics to help the State Support Commities
As part of that effort, ACRPC has begun the search for a devele a list of ressarch grant priorities for 2027

new Executive Director. We encourage anyone with T
recommendations or interested in the position to learn
more here. We remain committed to supporting the
Council through this transition and are confident that, First & Last Name *
with strong leadership and grower engagement, ACRPC
can continue serving as a valuable resource for Arizona
cotton for decades to come.
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This Month's Newsletter Sponsor is AMS.
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