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Shelby Christian Church 
BIRTH OF THE CHURCH: SEASONS OF FATHERHOOD *  

JUDGES 13; JUDGES 14:1-10; ACTS 10 * 6/21/2026 
When fathers pursue Jesus, families experience change. 

Who is your favorite TV dad, and why? On the other hand, who do you consider 
to be the worst example of a father you’ve seen on TV? 

Now that you are an adult, do you notice some of the traits and habits of your 
father in yourself? How do you think your father’s example has affected you? 

You may not have noticed it before, but there are no perfect families in the 
Bible. Every family we read about went through seasons where they made 
mistakes, ignored God, and hit spiritual (and often moral) lows. Which families 
from Scripture come to mind? What were some of their low points, and what 
role did the father play? 

Have you thought much about the impact your personal walk and talk can have 
on your family? In what ways have you experienced this? 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JUDGES 13:1-23. 

What opinions do you have about Manoah and his wife from this passage? 

How would you assess their spirituality? Who seems more devout? More level-
headed? Explain. 

Manoah may have struggled with the faith to trust God, but he knew to ask for 
wisdom in raising Samson (v. 8). Did your father show wisdom in raising you to 
serve God? If so, how? Is this something you do often enough in your 
parenting? 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JUDGES 14:1-10. 

In verses 3-4 and 8-10, we learn more about the relationship Samson had with 
his parents, as well as their take on his pursuit of this wife. What stands out to 
you in this passage? 

What do you make of the parents’ immediate response (v. 3) and eventual 
action (v. 10) regarding Samson’s marriage declaration? 

Manoah’s name means “compromiser.” How does he live up to his name in this 
passage? 

How can you relate to this story, either now or in the past? What are the 
implications for us as parents as we seek to instruct, model, protect, and equip 
our families? 
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Do you ever wish your parents had told you “no” more often? How would that 
have saved you mistakes and heartaches? 

What was your relationship with your parents like? How did your father handle 
the various seasons he faced in parenting? 

HAVE ANOTHER VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 10:1-8,30-33, AND 44-48. 

In what ways do your words and language set the tone for your family? 

Are there things you would rather the younger generation (or your own kids) 
hear you talk about than what they currently hear from you? 

APPLICATION 
Which of your behaviors are your kids imitating? Which of these needs to 
change in order to focus them more on Christ? 

If you are a parent, what has been the toughest parenting season you have faced 
to date? How was your relationship with the Lord impacted during that season? 

How have you seen your view of God and Scripture passed down to your own 
children or others within the next generation? How can we encourage our 
families and friends to love and serve God more fully? 

PRAYER 


